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PRELUDE        
WELCOME 
 
stand as able 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
     Our call to worship uses phrases from Christmas carols, reminding us that the One  
     born in the manger in Bethlehem came to die for us and free us from our sin. 
 
     Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the world. 
 O, come, let us adore him. 
 
     Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
     The cross be born for me, for you.  (Greensleeves) 
 O, come, let us adore him. 
 
     He comes to make his blessings flow 
     Far as the curse is found.  (Joy to the World) 
 O, come, let us adore him. 
 
     Now ye hear of endless bliss, 
     Jesus Christ was born for this.  ((Good Christian Friends, Rejoice) 
 O, come, let us adore him. 
 
     Mild he lays his glory by 
     Born that we no more may die.  (Hark! The Herald Angels Sing) 
 O, come, let us adore him. 
 
     We adore you, O Christ; 
 By your cross you have redeemed the world. 
 
     Let us pray together.  Lord Jesus, 
 You carried our sins in your own body on the tree so that we might have life.  
 May we and all who remember this day find new life in you, now and in the 
 world to come, where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
 now and forever.  Amen 
 
be seated 
 
      
       
TENEBRAE MEDITATION 
“Tenebrae” is Latin for “darkness” or “shadows.”  The service is marked by the gradual 
extinguishing of light.   Each scripture reading is accompanied by a dramatic reading 
called “A Bystander by the Cross.”  
 
The congregation remains seated throughout the Tenebrae meditation. 
 
THE FIRST WORD - Luke 23:33-34a 
     And when they came to the place which is called The Skull, there they crucified him,  
     and the criminals one on the right and one on the left.  And Jesus said, “Father,  
     forgive them; for they know not what they do.” 
 
 
 



 
A Bystander by the cross reflects 
 

 
 

       
 

 
 
 
 
THE SECOND WORD - Luke 23:39-43 
     One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ?  
     Save yourself and us!”  But the other criminal rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear  
     God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?  And we indeed  
     justly; for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done  
     nothing wrong.”  And he said to Jesus, “Jesus, remember me when you come into  
     your kingdom.” And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in  
     Paradise.” 
 
 

 



 
            
       
A Bystander by the cross reflects 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE THIRD WORD - John 19:25-27 
     But standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the  
     wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple  
     whom he loved standing near, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold your son!”   
     Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!”  And from that hour the disciple  
     took her to his own home. 
 
 
 

 



 
A Bystander by the cross reflects 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THE FOURTH WORD - Matthew 27:45-46 
     Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour.   
     And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, La’ma sabach- 
     tha’ni?” that is, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” 
 
A Bystander by the cross reflects 

 
 
 
 
 
 

         
 
THE FIFTH WORD - John 19:28 
     After this Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the scripture), 
     “I thirst.”   
 
 
 
 
 



 
A Bystander by the cross reflects. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
THE SIXTH WORD - John 19:29-30a 
     A bowl full of vinegar stood there; so they put a sponge full of vinegar on hyssop and  
     held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, “It is finished”;  
     and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
 
 
 
A Bystander by the cross reflects 
 
Silence 
 
 
 



 
 
 
THE SEVENTH WORD - Luke 23:45 
     Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my  
     spirit!”  And having said this he breathed his last. 
 
 
 
A Bystander by the cross reflects 
 
 
Silence 
 
The Christ candle is removed.  The congregation stands for the Apostles’ Creed.  At the 
words “On the third day he rose from the dead” the candle returns. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
       
    We confess our faith together: 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
      born of the virgin Mary, 
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
       he descended to the dead. 
      On the third day he rose again; 
      he ascended into heaven, 
      he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
      and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 
The congregation leaves in silence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 


