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A Night out on the Town…...by Dean Borghorst
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These six postcards
give a variety of
options for a fun night
out in Minneapolis.
For a special occasion
you could go to the
Flame Room at the
Radisson Hotel and be
serenaded by the
famous Golden
Strings. The Flame
Room first opened at
the Radisson in 1925.
See Town continued on page 2

Annual Spring Show

April 14 - 15, 2012

TCPC will once again be back at the Kelly Inn in St. Paul MN
Saturday, April 14: at 9 AM - 6 PM
(doors open at 8 AM for members only)

Upcoming
Meetings

11

Classifieds
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Please plan to attend the
monthly meetings where
you’ll find frequent auctions,
dealers with postcards for
sale but also you’ll have
opportunities to learn more
about this terrific hobby.

Sunday, April 15: 9 AM to 3 PM
Admission is $2.00 for members and $3.00 for non-members
Location: Kelly Inn (see the club’s website for a map)

161 Saint Anthony Ave

St Paul, MN 55103
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Town Continued from page 1

Another special night out might take you to
Charlie’s Café Exceptional. The back of the
postcard boasts it was, “America’s most
talked about and unique café.” The Albee
Sisters appeared in the 1937 movie “Turn
off the Moon”.
Ardis Wells appeared at the Flame Café on
Nicollet Avenue. She formed her Rhythm
Ranch gals in 1956 and was known as “the
yodeling sweetheart.” The group recorded
for the North Star record label. Ardis
herself played ukulele, stand-up bass and
accordion. Her talents didn’t stop there;
she later became a professional wrestler
winning 21 straight matches. How about
that for a career change?

Freddie Fisher’s Schnickelfritz Band
appeared at the Happy Hour Café in the
same location as the Flame Café. His
band was big nationally in the late 1930’s
to 1940’s. The band included jugs,
washboards, automobile horns, whistles,
mouth harps and “duck quackers.” They
recorded some 200 phonograph records
for Decca and appeared in over a dozen
films. Later, the band was know as the
Korn Kobblers and lasted until 1954.

Mpls Continued from page 3

PAGE 2
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Mpls Continued from page 2

I wasn’t able to find out anything about
Roy King and his Komi-Kings but from
the looks of the postcard , they may
have been similar to Freddie Fisher’s
band. The building housing the Magic
Bar at 26th and 26th in south
Minneapolis has disappeared.

Lastly, the Tom Marek Dancers were appearing “nitely” as
the back of the postcard tells us, at the Gay 90’s. This bar
and café on the corner of Hennepin Avenue and 4th Street
is still in business, however, it now caters to a different
clientele than at the time of this postcard.

PAGE 3
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Ferndale
By John L. Cole

I’ve picked up two cool cards of “Ferndale.” That got me to thinking of where it was located. I
contacted Robin DeVries at the Winona
Public Library. She gave me some
information on the place.
In an edition of the Winona Republican
Herald, it says “plat has been filed with
the Register of Deeds, Earl Miller, for
Ferndale a summer settlement on the
Mississippi River in the town of
Dresbach.” The plat shows Ferndale to
be 100 feet in depth and to have a
frontage of 2540 feet on the river side
and to be 2570 feel across at the rear
side. There are twenty-eight lots, each
with a river front. Ferndale was platted
by the Salzer Land Company of
LaCrosse, Wisconsin.
Salzer Land Company is owned by
Henry A. Salzer of LaCrosse. He was a
wealthy business man who had a
summer home (Ferndale). It was large
enough for guests and there was ample
space for camping for his friends from
Winona and LaCrosse. There was also
a tennis court for the guests to use.
Boats for fishing or pleasure were
available and even a herd of deer penned
up for the guests to see.
I could not find a lot of detail about
Ferndale but, by accounts in the paper
from the guests, there were lots of
activities for those who spent the week or weekend. You might say it was a busy place.
Henry Salzer died in 1916 while returning to Ferndale. Mr. Salzer’s touring car with five occupants
went off Ridge Road one mile east of Dresbach. He met a horse and buggy and the frightened horse
jumped on the front of the car causing Henry to turn away and over the cliff. He was the only one
killed and the others were slightly injured.
To the best of my knowledge, there is nothing left of Ferndale today. When Interstate Highway 90 was
built they took most of the land between the river and the bluffs. If anyone has more information about
Ferndale, I’d enjoy hearing from you.
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A look at the Sahara Hotel

by Steve & Nancy Bailey

Fred Schivo was a long-time gamer who had the idea for the Club Bingo, a 300-seat bingo parlor. He had to
find investors that would be willing to take the financial plunge. He lucked out when he met Milton Prell from
Butte, Montana. Prell had operated the "30 Club" in Butte but like many other gambling visionaries of the day
he relocated to the friendly climes of Las Vegas in the 1940s. Though not as well known today as some
others, Prell nonetheless made an impact on Las Vegas.
Club Bingo opened on a rainy day, July 24th, 1947. It was
located on the east side of the Highway and directly across
from the El Rancho Vegas. The Club Bingo had a prime
location. In addition to the bingo parlor there were a few
other games of chance but the Club Bingo had a reputation
for fine food in its Bonanza Room. There were no hotel
rooms, the Club Bingo was just a club for gambling, fine
dining and they had a small showroom.
The Sahara featured a tall brick pylon at the entry which
anchored the low wings that spun outward from its center
like a pinwheel. The motif was similar to the Arizona
Biltmore in Phoenix by Frank Lloyd Wright. There the
sculptural elements of the textile block provided
ornament. At the Sahara, the signage became the
ornament.
The theme was North Africa. Statues of camels and Arabs
dotted the facade. Inside there was the Congo Room (the
showroom), the Casbah Lounge and the Caravan
Room. All that seemed to be missing was the Cafe
Americain from Casablanca. Life-size models of African
warriors, spears held high, flanked the Congo Room
entrance. A nomadic caravan including camels was
placed out front on the lawn.
The Caravan Room looked out over the pool terrace. Like
all the other hotels back then, the Sahara was basically a
motel in form. It had a low main building with a lobby, a
casino in the front and the rooms to the sides. The glass-fronted restaurants such as the Caravan Room looked
out not only on the pool area but the well-manicured and landscaped lawns. One reviewer described it as "It’s
twenty acres of landscaped ground with rare blossoms
and shrubs to make even Boston's Public Gardens look to
its tulips.”
On September 18, 1952 the Nevada Gaming
Commission granted a gaming license to Milton Prell, Al
Winter and Barney Morris and the Sahara opened on October 7, 1952.
The headliner for the opening was Ray Bolger who had
starred as the Scarecrow in the "Wizard of Oz."
Called the "Jewel of the Desert" by Milton Prell, opening
night was so successful that according to writer George
Stamos, "the money had to be rushed straight from the
cash boxes underneath the tables to the casino cage at a
frantic pace so that guests could continue to cash in their
winnings". Despite all the good fortune for its guests, the Sahara was losing money and the guests were in
danger of owning the property. See Vegas continued on page 6
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Milton Prell had planned for the occasion. He had called the other investors and given them a heads up that
they might need to wire money to keep the hotel solvent, just in case.
Prell was prepared to put up $5,000 of his own money. The other investors agreed to do the same. Prell called
them at the appointed time and the money was
wired. Within the week the Sahara was making a
profit and Prell returned each investor his
"emergency money".
To attract customers, they rented a billboard at the
corner of Sunset Blvd and Doheny on the famed
Sunset Strip in Los Angeles and had a miniature
of the Sahara's Garden of Allah pool recreated. It
wasn't enough that the billboard swimming pool
was filled with water and lights highlighted the
name of the hotel and who was appearing in the
Congo Showroom, but Irwin hired eight young
ladies to lounge by the pool during daylight
hours. The stunt cost $30,000 but resulted in a
million dollars worth of publicity.
In 1958, the first live TV show from Las Vegas was aired on CBS to promote the Sahara Hotel. Strangely, it
was not filmed at the Sahara but at the shuttered Royal Nevada. The show featured acts that were performing
at the Sahara.
The expansion began in 1959. It included a convention hall on the Sahara's north side as well as a 127-foot
vertical roadside sign designed by the artists at YESCO. The new 14-story high-rise tower sat on the far side
of the pool and was patterned with windows, balconies and stair towers that imparted a dynamic, sculptural
quality. Atop the sign was a time and
temperature board highlighted by a
semi-Arabic S on the very top.
In 1961, Prell sold the Sahara to Del Webb,
whose construction company had built the
Sahara and had a 20% stake in it. Frank
Schivo, whose idea it had been for the Club
Bingo, had worked there from the beginning
and was promoted from Casino Manager to
Vice President. Prell stayed on until 1964
when he moved to Southern California for an
investment opportunity in Beverly Hills.
Webb did a $12 million face lift on the hotel
that included a new 24-story tower that would
add 400 rooms to the resort, expand casino
space and a 1,000 seat convention hall, along with new dining and gaming areas. There would be two
additional swimming pools.
As part of the renovation/facelift, the Main Lobby was reconfigured and designed for guest comfort. (What,
the first lobby was uncomfortable?). It would be done in a rich color scheme of reds, oranges and blacks
complimented with minor accents of brass. The woven carpet would be in a stained glass effect and the
furniture would be "colorful".
An escalator would lead to the second floor Convention Hall and Executive Offices and then up to the third
floor where Don the Beachcomber would be located. Don the Beachcomber was a Polynesian-style themed
eatery that was part of the Tiki trend sweeping the nation.
The Caravan Room was redone featuring a pleasing combination of gold tiles and smooth gold surfaces
lending the coffee shop a hoped for majestic quality. (You have to love ad copy.)
PAGE 6
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TCPC News

WHERE'S MY ROSTER?...............by Dianne Lamb, VP Membership
Can you believe the Spring Postcard Show is right around the corner?
And that reminds us of the club roster. Since I will be having foot surgery and will not be at the show, we will
postpone roster publication until fall this year. Before that time, the board will be investigating some ideas about
distribution. It seems that some of you don't even use the roster and would prefer not receiving it. Look for further information in a future newsletter.
Now, here's the important part - many of you pay your dues at the show. Since there may not be anyone to
collect them, please send them to me, Dianne Lamb, (address on the newsletter) before the end of March.
Most importantly, I'm asking everyone whose label says February or March (it will be highlighted) to do this.
Then you can be assured that you will be ready for early entrance on show day.
—————————————————————————

Annual Spring Show -

2012

April 14 - 15, 2012
If you’ve not been to the Kelly Inn to attend a postcard
show, you should know it’s near downtown St. Paul,
MN. The club website has the same map you see to
the right (http://ww.twincitypostcardclub.com)
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
Steve Peterson
Moorhead, MN
Collects: Adrian, MN cards
Melissa Moore
Minneapolis, MN
Collects: Mexican, beach scenes, trade
cards (advertising), linen Minneapolis
scenes
Karen Hallinan
Minneapolis, MN
Collects: none given

President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797
VP/Membership : Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927
Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062
Secretary: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428
Editor: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654

Volunteer Opportunity: One open position that needs a
volunteer is the position of assistant show chairperson. If you
wish to volunteer for this position please contact Dave Johnson
for details.
Looking for a list of MN Photographers including PC
photographers? Try the following URL in your web browser:
http://www.mnhs.org/people/photographers/index.htm
Thanks to Allan Hillesheim for contributing this information at
the February TCPC meeting.
Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Show Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Social Coordinator: Dean Borghorst, 612-332-0256
Librarian: Paul Scheuer, 651-335-9722
Member-at-Large: John Cole, 507-789-6344
Member-at-Large: Alan Calavano, 507-282-4389
Member-at-Large: Don Morgenweck, 952-926-8668
Webmaster: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654
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Sahara continued from page 6

Individual booths situated on the circumference of the room featured floating grillwork while one of the two
island service stations was decorated in the same grillwork with a floating canopy. The wooden blinds and
subdued lighting highlighted the "golden touch in dining" (I'm not making this up.)
The House of Lords was set in regal red tones with notes of black and deep wood paneling. Pewter and
stained glass fixtures highlight an intimate English atmosphere while heavily carved wood beams and an
inlaid wood ceiling, finished in Malacca teak, provided a distinguished background for dining pleasure. The
bar-b-que area sparkled with a stainless steel counter, while the bar area, finished in used brick with accents
of red velvet blended its reserved touch of dignity to the royal setting, Sinatra, Martin and the Rat Pack had
loved the original House of Lords and were often late night diners after they finished their show at the Sands.
Elvis Presley was often spotted at the hotel. Colonel Parker
and Presley were both friends of Prell. Elvis enjoyed the
lounge bands especially Freddie Bell and the Bellboys.
Presley would come into the lounge and sit in the back and
enjoy the show. He didn't like to be pointed out to the audience but he did enjoy Bell's impression of Presley. Bell and
the Bellboys were one of the better known lounge acts and
Presley heard Bell singing "Hound Dog". Presley would
cover the song and make it a number one hit.
In 1967, the Convention facility at the Sahara got not only a
facelift but a makeover. When the renovations were completed it was now 44,000 square feet of convention space and put the hotel at the forefront of the convention
business. Built at a cost of $3.5 million, one of the unique features was that it had no internal support
columns to obstruct display space.
Dubbed the "Sahara Space Center" (this was, after all, the era of the Space Race), the facility became home to
the Jerry Lewis Telethon. Traditionally, Lewis had done the live telecast from New York City with satellite
feeds from Los Angeles and Las Vegas. But by the early 1970s, Lewis realized that it was easier to get the
high-end entertainers, especially in the wee hours of the
morning, if they could stop by after they were done with
their Late Show.
It was that era of non-stop entertainment where everyone
enjoyed the round the clock atmosphere. Back then there
weren't many places that stayed open 24/7, so that gave Las
Vegas a certain niche. People were amazed to discover they
could get their hair cut in the middle of the night, have breakfast any time they wanted and there was no final call.
The entertainers were mainly household names thanks to
long careers in the movies, radio, television and record
sales. Variety shows were popular on television and seeing
Dean Martin or Bing Crosby on a variety show made you long to see them in person on stage in Las
Vegas. The showrooms were small, intimate rooms (standard seating was 450 - 650 per showroom) and the
sound systems were top notch. The musicians in the orchestras were some of the finest players in the
world. Going to see a show in Las Vegas meant getting dressed up in an evening gown and wearing your
best jewelry. For men, it meant dusting off that black suit and finding a good tie. It was a wonderful era
where the party was never supposed to end.
See money on page 9
PAGE 8
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Money continued from page 8

As the 1960s progressed that would all start to change with the coming of Howard Hughes and corporations
but for a few, swinging years, Las Vegas enjoyed being America's Adult Playground and the Sahara Hotel
was in the thick of it.
In 1976, the Space Center again played home to the
Jerry Lewis Muscular Dystrophy Telethon. It was the
usual star-studded event. This year, however, was
made more memorable by a gesture of Frank Sinatra,
the Chairman of the Board. He reunited Dean
Martin and Jerry Lewis, former partners who had
been estranged for almost 20 years.
"You been working?" Lewis asked his former partner
and friend, Dean Martin.
"Yeah, I got a few weeks at the MGM Grand." Martin
replied with a twinkle in his eye.
The two men embraced and when Martin walked
off-stage, Lewis told the audience, "That was my
former partner." By all accounts, the reunion helped Martin and Lewis to rekindle their friendship before
Martin's untimely death years later. The Telethon took in a record high that year: $21,723,813.
Between 1977 and 1979, the Sahara renovated the Space Center, upgraded 300 rooms and 40 suites, built a
3,000 car parking lot across Paradise Road which was fully lighted, constructed a new porte cochere for the
back entrance and, as always, another tower. This tower would be 37-stories tall and have 625 rooms. The
building was, briefly, the tallest building in Nevada. The top two floors would be a two-story penthouse with
spiral staircases.
In 1982, the Del Webb Corporation sold the Sahara
Hotel to Paul and Sue Lowden for $50 million.
Adjusting to the changing musical tastes of the
country, the showroom at the Sahara now featured
such acts as Alice Cooper, Ricky Nelson, Jerry Lee
Lewis and a former lounge singer, Miss Tina
Turner. Comedians included Redd Foxx and Don
Rickles.
The Lowdens added another 26-story tower before
selling the property to Bill Bennett in 1995.
Bennett oversaw the renovation of the hotel in 1996
and again in 1999. The 1999 renovation included the
Speedworld addition and the Nascar branding.
In 2002 plans were made for a complete renovation that would have given the Sahara a new Arabian look but
that did not happen as Bennett died in 2003 leaving the hotel (and land across the street where the El Rancho
Vegas once stood) to his family.
In 2007 the Bennett family sold the hotel (but not the parking lot property on Paradise Road) to SBE
Entertainment Group and Stockbridge Real Estate Funds.
PAGE 9
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Bloom Brothers
By John L. Cole

As you can see, the postcards shown are the same except one says Winona and the other says
Lake City. Both cards were produced by the Bloom Brothers Company of Minneapolis,
Minnesota. The only difference between the two cards is that one card for Woolworth 5/10 cent
store. How did I know? One card, in the lower left hand corner, has a diamond with a “W” in
it. Which is the Woolworth logo for postcards.
Knowing that the steamer
Sidney went up and down the
Mississippi River the Bloom
Brothers Company could
produce cards for every port
of call along the route.
Looking at the picture, I
would guess that the printed
information was correct.
That’s exactly what I thought
until the second card showed
up!
It’s a great card but we don’t
know where the picture was
taken. It still make a great
card for any collection.

Check your label on page
12 and verify you are a
member who has dues paid
and your membership is
current. We need dues paid
if you want to keep your
membership and receive
this newsletter. Send the
dues to Dianne before you
forget !

PAGE 10
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Programs
March 21– St Patrick’s Day is this month, do you have a card or two that
you would bring, show and tell?
April 18– April 1st has been called “All Fools Day” or “April Fools
Day” Please bring your favorite card showing this special day.

Advertising:
General advertising will appear in the newsletters. Members can have one free
line ad in the newsletter each year. Send your ad (and payment if required) to
the newsletter editor.
Member Advertising rates (per issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00

Do you have a program you’d
like to present? If so, contact
Dave Johnson, program director

Meeting Schedule for 2012
March 21, 2012
April 18, 2012
May 16, 2012
June 20, 2012
July 18, 2012
August 15, 2012
September 19, 2012
October 17, 2012
November 21, 2012
December 19, 2012
Board Meeting Schedule for 2012
May 2, 2012
July 11, 2012
September 5, 2012
November 7, 2012

Upcoming Programs
It’s time to plan for 2012 and we hope to offer programs at least once
per quarter again this year. Do you have a suggestion for something
you’d like to see? Or, perhaps you’d like to offer a program yourself
(don’t be shy)? Programs should be about 15 minutes in length and can
be about anything from your favorite card topic or a general postcard
topic.
Call Dave Johnson at 651-426-3573 for further details.
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Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application
Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household

Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted, your
dues are due! Please return the application
in this newsletter, with any updates, and a
check for $13, plus $1 for each additional
name at the same address.
Thank You!
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We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com

Monthly Meeting Location:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
Time: 5:30 - 8: 30 pm (program and meeting
at 7:15)

Got something you want to contribute?
Contact: Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: dstabler@bigfoot.com
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