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WASHiiJL;li;-t\j - As rnan)1 as 1!i5,Qi-li-i i-reople L3 yeer c*u!d be d;,ing !n i-i,t. hospiiais becar:se ni
paci!.-r nrorrprrt+ri Ar-rrr!'q :.nrnrianri cair! nn Trrtrc.'lau in :n eqtin-r+i+ tirat fi.rtlhlc-s nfgvlc|lS sia""'"

.,F-,..t -.'l l:l Cl: -=LIi:;CiE L::Lf, iilJqJr*J hr:Lvr+uJ l:iU:=:-,

Lak*w**ci. Cq:iarad*-based H€aiii:Gi'arj*s inc" said iis daia eov€rs aii 5il states anil is lttcire uu-t,:'-
ciate ihan a IEg,i stunlr frnrn rhe lrrsrii.ure of iuieriilrre ti"rat s*rri 'i;q,00U penpie a -vear die ii"cm
mefllcal er:'8r"s.

"Tr.he iieaiihG;-acjes stuciy Sh-r'WS tllai tiie iOlvl i-epoit fiiaV i-rdve ijrideres.Lifilaied ihe i^'ui'iiiitrr af
rjeaihs,Jiie io iiretiicai *i-i-oi's, airLj, iiitrei.-rvei, ii-iaL li-ret'* is iir'tie evidetl.e iildt pati+tlr safei.y iro:
iqpi-cverj ilt the iast five ye€i-,g.-" sa!d Dr. Salrailtila Cniiier, vice pr-esicient of riieriical affairs at the
C*r*fiaftV.
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I iie LUitlijctiiyl VviirLii IciLE5 iiUSiJiLdl5 UciSeU Uit s vslr iELy ui Ll lrcr rs cliu PluvluEr rrirvr IrrqLIUil
:.-.. --...- -.;..+ L .-.r!!- -!-.- - - .: i :+.- --- lai-i-itefS li_iukeij ,lt tiiree V€Ai-S Oi i"iet-jiCai.e datc iii alill15t.iler) oltu ried!Lll pl{fll>r Sdlu lL> lE>E<]I\-!lstJ luunEq qL I

stcrr'es ;nci Wasiiinuiuri, D.C.

"-Ihls MeCical-e populaticn repre:ented eppio){rmate!;'45 pei-cent cf ail h*spiiel aCmis:!cns
l*xcluding cbstctrii priiuli5) in tnc U.9. fncrn 230S to 7*t2," thc ccr:"lpai'ii's;iid iri .-, statclltcijt,

i*paitirGrartes incir-rned aS mlltat<es tallu?'e tn !'FSCUe C;r!ng patients anr! the death at !ow-r'!Sr
rat!ents ft'*::r !nfectiqne * nelthe:'*t '*;i':ich tlre :nstlt{te cl Medlc!ne renlrt !-r-'ra!uded.r_"._-.--"*r*"-

{ * I 
-:!t:--' 
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:E 5;1tU lr rLluns irugur r ".t+ frirrll0ll pd{tenr-SHrery ln[telenrs uf[ut-reil dili$ilg rne J,/ fnlillcll
hnspiraiizaii* 11s.

"Cf the total 323,'133 deaths ai-iioiiE l.ledicare patieits iir those 'years y",ho deveioped oi,e cr more
r":4!+, & -^{,-{r, i.a .!..!+-+F 1ea df, 4 ^- o{ '.^,-*^n+ -q 4\^- qr -{^-+L- ..---. J:-^-r1.. ^a!.-;L,.}-t-l- }^ +l'.".p4LiqllL->cll€tY lllLiuCllL5, z.UJ,iirjt, ua ilI itclL€llL, Ui Lll€)C ugcl!.ll> VVcif LiiteLLiV cLLliUuLdUic LU i-rrc
:..--rJ- -!^ ir !! - lJ^Jilii_tueilt5. tL dLtueu.

"*t-l* i;: €y€i"f f*i;r l'4eCic;re petierits "l"i,hc rvei'e h,3spit=lized frcm f C** t* 2$02 ciid e;{Fe,"ie:'iced E
...F:^-* -^t-!,, :^^:i^^+ i:-,1 Il
lrlji.iCiiL-:icii=iY ii i( iui:iiL LiiCLi"

TL^ i' C- ^^,!ir* ,r. r. ,!r,\,rilrrrrr!-!l 5a!d lt !5 t!"V!i]O tn SneafnPAd e mOVe fO fiet hnstrltAlS An4 C!tnlCS tO ilse
eier-troni{ datal-1ases a!'ld tresc-r!lr!t--!c methods- fne Instltute ot Me.!!arne reno,'t sa14 manv deatl'ls- '---' "'-'-t -----'

'/Jere d'-!e ta medicaticr-r prescribing errors or t? errors in de!!',,er!ng medicetians.

'If tir* Cprie;5 f,ur i)isease ^.rl1irrii ariri Prevelrii,rrr's anrruai iisi oi iratliriu , ditsts-j of tJeatli irrriuripij
mecicai e!'!'orsj ii lr+irid sn{::w u!-1 as niin"ii-1ar six, aneac af oianetes, !tn*ri,--,o*ia, A.bheimer's
giseese e*4 renai C!isea-ce.,, Coiiier Sa!c!.
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r**k patiemt saf,ety

Thtr nri\,attr nrr1ariiZititil that CleafS h*SnitaiS tf, reCgiVe i"'!trrii{-Are na\/l-.,,a'*ifc l-r-r!SSed !-.nOSI nfOhlems. :.,- i.
f rra- i-i+.r*:fi*d h.,.rts\+.\ inr.rar+nrr ^nierrfi>llr.,acnl11r.\ta1;<:-.^ ^-+;^^+ ^4'.+., rrlna{recqiniaAti'lr._?f i.ieiir-:ilgu U:: :',.ii-C tli5iiSLr.UI:/ i'U.:.,-,*,, . --.',.*')il'-i l.oLi=::L rr:=Ll' i-rji.'j; LiJ:vi'ui

investiqatcrs sR iC Tt.:es'dc','.

The iaini Cnilrir"l'rissicn on A{er€ditatir-rn of ii*a!ti"rcare *i-ganizati$ns," tx=d€ rJp nt*iniy cf heaith
prrlessi*nais, faii*i t* iin* 1*7 *r 24j- "s*l'i*r-is eieficiencies" In a surve','/ af 5$C ni)sFlitai5 that w*!'e
r-*vi*'.ri'ed bety'ye*n ZS${l **C -JS0?, thq G*rre;"nffi*nt Accc':Jnta*ilit;t *fflce 5aid. !-he agencr,i r

Ccngress' llveetigative arm, !'Jis forrt":er-ly ca!leC the General Acccu*tinE Cffice"

ioiany *f 'tire cver!*okeci probiems reidted rr: fire safeiy, wiii!e *the15 inusiveei substan{iarci {are. tr.!

a Tetias hnsgritai, a pari+r-1f ijieri after i'eceivlng a ejoitL:ie rj*se *f il3rc*iies in the enler.-ienc'lr rocffi
and "ireil!eat!c'i'i-c i4jere edn'tinistererl -v!rith*r-it pL.:riician {frif ei's," the i.*f*rt said.

A. Califo;-nia h*snitai iackeci "a san;tai^.1 rrrvii"*;'iftei"ii t* evcid soui-c*s arid t;-anstllissisil af i;rfectici-rs
a*d c*l;1il-rLir-ricabi* ciis*as*s and faii*{i "i* devcioF a svEt*i'!i f*r elisur'iri* tiie sterilizaiic;rt *f lii*ciicai
insiru*-rsnts." the GArf said.

Hespita !s i'eq€Eved bi I I i+ne f rcii*, F{edi eare
li"-rspiials €iEpi-;iveC b'y tf're coffiiltissiGn ai-e cunsidered aritoiriatic;ii1'eiigible foi paiticipatio!.-i iit
a,--l:^.---^ !r l,*f -l- -I'ie$rc<1i'e. ii n+!Lis a uiiiq'l* statuS ari-roiig acci-editinr; dq€ncies in i'irat ilie iedeioi c*irters fur'
i"i*riicare allu i'i*riicaici Serviees iras ri* nuii":arirv t* farr:e iile c*mli:issi*tt io ci"lanc* its
acrred itaiic n srar.l i'a i.r| 

"

Tir* ccniffiissi*n *{ireditc* $2 pereei':i +f {J,5, h*spit*i= irr 2**2, iir* fiA.C said" Those h*spitafs
i'eceived $93 biilion for I'iedicart-cov€r€d services tl'rai 'yea;-.

Ser"l. Cltarles brassie)/. F.-lo\^./a/ and P.ep. Fete Starl,., D-Lalif,, '.,,'l']o jointli'requested the report, are
inirnr{rrrirrn ranicl=tsi*r: t* it",tc:.t*se Medice:-*'s ailthsi-it_v *v€r ti-}e ccr:.}mi55if,i1 .,r'!r vL{uL.rr:j rL9rJruL.vrr !s'u I r.-v

Cammissi** presideilt *e*riis il'Leai-g sai,: nis ,jr"ci-rp macie slv*eping changes i* the accreriiiaiicn
aa-i:'-*=*'= year. "irt *urvie!r'i, it is i;'resp*nsihie to eiirm ih* pubiic u;ing *tatistics tnarFll rJ! Cli) f C! llCl L! | l)

harie lrttle i-ne:tqing," ri'!_eary satd tn !-Fiinnse to the trAtj reFoi-t.

Tweniy-tvi;{r i'f iir€ 28 people an the coinrrrissioii's board i'epi'eseirt hospitais, dc,:tors and otlier
L--!4i= :-*-!^
I iedltai LIfUieS:ilUIlctl5.

It4*dic*r-e chief i"lark *4cClellan Eaid hiE aE*nc'f a*f*ed :.+rth the GAO repoit, but noted thet n*
ili-oble;rig ivei'e fouriC in mo;t hcspit;ls that'"iei'e i'evie'-';;+d.

i=' )L)lJ4 lnp *1c..'at,^iafert r'ri"ic ail rignfc resef\ted.'ln,. melcr;a! fiAi, r.Cl hp nt.:hiishe{1, hr+.qetCaSt,
r*itr:i!+t: +i iedtsit ibuted.
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