I will be the first one to acknowledge 


that this feels a little awkward.  

We are three weeks away from the beginning of Advent 


and we are preaching on the text for Palm Sunday.  

But I believe this is healthy for us.  


I found myself ready and willing to look at other aspects of the text, 


to see how it links into the story so far, 


and the points Matthew is trying to get us to hear.  

So I invite you to hear with fresh ears 


this moment in Jesus' progression towards the cross.

Read Text 

The beginning of chapter 21 


stirs up memories of my visit to Jerusalem a number of years ago 


and seeing how close these places all were.  

Granted, 


the road from Jericho to Jerusalem was 15 miles long, 


but Bethany, 



Bethphage, 



and the Mount of Olives 


would not even cover the distance from Skagway to Dyea.  

The Mount of Olives is basically the other side of the river in Skagway 


and the houses on the paved part of the Dyea road.  

Once you made it over the ridge line of the mount, 


into Long Bay, 



you were in Bethany, 




a suburb of Jerusalem.  

The road then ran down hill from here to Jericho.  


But the 1.5 miles was not a long distance, 



especially if you did not mind hills.  

The short distance seems so quaint, 


but the purpose carried such meaning.

As we acknowledged last week, 


at the very end of chapter 20, 



when the blind men were healed, 

it was the first time that Jesus did not constrain anyone in sharing the news of his work.  And as we parade into Jerusalem, 


again the crowd is fed things to hype up the talk by Jesus, 



rather than be discouraged.  

But the things that Jesus does serve a dual purpose.  


They confirm his claim as the Messiah, 


but they challenge our 



and the people around him's perception of what the Messiah will be like 




and do.  


We hear the Messianic Godly aspects of Jesus 


and humble humanity of Jesus 



held up together in almost every line.

The Mount of Olives would stir any Jew's hopes of God's Messiah coming, 


as Zechariah 14:4 proclaims, 

“On that day his feet 


(the Lord's) 



will stand on the Mount of Olives, 




east of Jerusalem, 


and the Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, 



forming a great valley, 




with half of the mountain moving north 




and half moving south.”  

It goes on to tell how God will bring his Kingdom at that time.  

The Mount of Olives today 


is filled with the graves of Faithful Jews who desired to be buried there, 


so that when the Lord came back to establish his kingdom, t



hey would be the first to see him.  

To counter this stirring of triumphal destruction, 


there is Jesus' command to the two disciples.  

Go to the village and get a donkey and her colt.  

This triumph will not be the way we tend to imagine it.  


It will not be an all powerful God destroying those who stand in his way.  


It will be an all powerful God dying for those who stand in his way.  

As Jesus has emphasized all along, 


service and suffering were his ways, 


peace through laying down his life 



were the means by which he would achieve his redeeming of the world.

While the donkey is not the noblest of animals, 


especially in Western culture 



where the Pony Express and Stallions won the west 



and donkeys were just stubborn 




and pulled Aunt Edna in her wagon. 

They do have higher value and purpose in the east.  


While we tended to think of them as common, 



even placing them in the upcoming Christmas Story 




as the beast of burden for a pregnant Mary, 


scripture does not concur with us.  

A donkey is not mentioned in the Christmas story 


and in scripture,  

they were a luxury with a different purpose. 


Donkeys were on par with oxen for working.  


They were the ride of the prophets of  Israel.  


And they were fit for a King to ride on, 



depending on the message he wished to proclaim.  

In the East, 


when you entered a city as a King, 



you had two choices of how to enter, 




either by horse 




or by donkey.  



One meant war, 



the other peace.  




Hence the term War Horse.   


J

Jesus' particular donkey though, 


sent a blended message.  

He came as a King of peace.  


But the unridden foal was technically a Holy Foal.  



Holy means set apart.  



For a special purpose.  


This foal had not been used for anything else, 



other than to bring Jesus into Jerusalem.  




Therefore, it is a holy donkey.  





Not to be confused with Eva's friend, the Wonkey Donkey.  



This Holiness again 




contrasts at the same time with the Godly role Jesus is fulfilling.  

We need to learn to create the space for God to be God, 


but not God the way we 


or the world desire or expect.

The disciples response to taking the donkey 


leaves all kinds of questions to ruminate about.  



Was this Jesus' divinity in action, 




or did he set this up with someone ahead of time?  



Is the use of “Lord” being used in a general sense 




or specific sense?  

But instead of being bogged down, 


we notice again that Jesus speaks 



and it happens 



just as it has since creation.  


There is the humanity aspect that Jesus has to ask, 



but the divine aspect appears when what he asks for happens.

In doing so, 


Matthew ties into the passage out of  Zechariah 9:9, 



the way that Jesus rides in.  

As we see that fulfilled, 


we also realize that a line is missing.  

That the king is coming to us, 



“righteous and having salvation,” 


then that he is gentle and riding on a donkey.  

This is what Jesus is coming to do, 


but Matthew desires the people to realize how the Lord will do it.  



He will do it through peaceful methods.  




The bows, 




chariots 




and war-horses will be broken. 



Instead, 




through proclamation 





peace will come to the nations.  



People will be free because of a covenant, 




not because of their plotting or actions.
In verse 6, 


we finally get to the action of the disciples doing what Jesus instructs them to do.  

Remember our distances again, 


1.5 miles.  

A man who has walked all of Galilee, 


including the sea itself, 



suddenly asks for a donkey 




for the last mile and a half, 





that is downhill.  

There is purpose to this ride.  


The roads were flooded 



with possibly as many as 2.5 million people coming for passover.  

But Jesus' requests for the donkey 


and the people's response 

sets Jesus apart.  


It had been generations, 



but Jehu had once rode into Jerusalem on palm branches 



and claimed the role of King.  

To spread your cloak out before Jesus 


was to take your very survival, 



and lay it down before a King.  


The cloak was what was going to keep everyone warm that night 



and they only had one.  


You only put it down before someone who was worth your all.

The crowds proclaimed the status that they associated to Jesus.  


Hosanna means, “Save us!”  



As our Psalm today proclaimed.  

In shouting Hosanna, 


we are asking for the Lord to Save, 


to Lead us to success.  



We are confident that this one 




is the source of our salvation.  

So we no longer need our cloaks to protect us, 

we no longer need the shade of the palm trees to protect us from the sun.  


The one whom we lay these life giving things before 



is who will bring us life.

Remember that the “Son of David”


 is again used in Matthew, 



as a sign of faith.  

The people are believing in this moment 


that Jesus is who he appears to be.  

The crowd is buying in 


that this is the year that it actually happens.  

It is also singing the final ascent psalm 


that is sung on the journey to Jerusalem for Passover.  

Psalm 110-118 


are the mixed tape 



that was played every year on the way.  

But as music has the power to do in our lives, 


when the lyrics are coinciding 



with what is going on in our lives 


the lyrics take on another level of meaning.  

The Son of David is no longer a fictional character, 


he is the guy behind 


or ahead of us riding on the donkey.  

He has been saving us all along, 


we just saw him give sight to two blind me a few miles back.  

He is blessed 


and coming in the name, 


in the character of God.  

Hosanna in the highest.  


Or save us in the most important way.

This is key.  


This is the prayer we know the words to, 



but we don't always realize what we are asking.  

Someone who is drowning, 


wants to be pulled out by the lifeguard.  

They can shout, 


Hosanna! 


Save Us!  

But if they really want to be saved in the highest by the Lifeguard, 


they are going to sign up for swim lessons, 


learn water safety, 


and possibly wear a PFD at all times.  

That is saving someone from drowning in the highest level.  

Often, we call on God to save us from a financial crisis, 


or poor health.  

But our desire to be saved in the highest way 


is not part of our cry.  

Because it would mean too much change.  


We would have to give up chocolate and dessert, 


we would have to stop spending our money the way we always have and enjoy.  

The people in the crowd, 


were all hoping 



that the Roman Government would be overthrown by the Messiah.  

But if Jesus would have done just that, 


it would not solve their issues.  

We see that each election cycle.  


We vote in different governments, 



but the problems remain, 


because the governments can not address our deepest needs of salvation.  



Only Jesus can.  

As we saw last week with the two blind men, 


they could have asked for anything, 


but only Jesus could address their blindness.  

So it is this week.  


We need to be saved from all kinds of things, 



but our deepest,



 our highest need 




is to be saved from the plague of our sin which excludes





 us from God's presence.

When this is restored, 


we are rescued, 


we are saved in the highest way possible.  

This call is unsettling.  


We are told that Jerusalem is stirred, 


or shaken.  

Just like it was when the wisemen asked about the new King, 


as it will be on Good Friday, 


and as it will be on Easter Sunday.  

When we are saved in the highest way, 


everything else is disrupted and changed.  

The people are left asking who this is that is on the donkey, 


causing such hope.

The people do not respond as we hope they would.  


I hoped they would respond, 



“The Son of David.”  

“Jesus, 


the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee,” 



seems a few notches below.  

But again, 


we hear Matthew's two points rising to the surface.  

He is a man, 


in that he has a hometown.  

But notice that Jesus is not a prophet, 


but the prophet.  

Thus cuing sharpened ears 


to hear the great call of Deuteronomy 18:15, 

when the Lord will rise up a prophet 


who will have the Lord's words 


and tell everything that God commands him. 

Then, 


we will be saved in the highest.  

The process is underway.  


Continue to Hosanna us Son of David.  


Save Us!

