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Later
after the angels,
after the stable,
after the Child,
they went back…
as we all must,
back to the world that doesn’t understand
our talk of angels and stars
and especially not the Child.
We go back complaining that it doesn’t last.
They went back singing praises to God!
We do have to go back,
But we can still sing the alleluias!
(Ann Weems)
Much has been made over the years of how those who came to welcome the Christ-child into the world were
forever changed by the encounter. The shepherds returned and shouted for joy, glorifying and praising God
for everything they had heard and seen (Luke 2:20). The magi we’re told not to go back by the way of
ruthless Herod, and returned to their country “by another way” (Matthew 2:12) – that other way not being
seen as just another route but with another attitude and outlook on life.
After the wonder and mystery of having at last peered into the manger and seen in it all their hopes fulfilled
and their hearts' deepest yearnings satisfied, how could any of them return home the same? How could they
ever go back to life as usual? How can we?
For us, as for the shepherds and magi, our annual pilgrimage to Bethlehem during the Christmas season
doesn’t mark the end of a year but the beginning of a new year. Life doesn’t need to return to the same old
routines, habits and patterns we’ve had before. There are brand new possibilities, fresh new opportunities. After every encounter with Christ, hope is renewed. Peace is experienced. Joy is generated. And we’re
moved to grow deeper in faith and reach wider in love.
With eager anticipation, we look forward to venturing into this new year with you, our dear friends of First
Presbyterian Church of Snohomish. Our prayer is that, as each of us encounters Christ in the Christmas
season, we will not go back to things as usual, but move into the new year finding more ways to sing God’s
praises for what lies ahead. As we implement our new mission and vision statements in the new year, let’s
do so with a greater awareness of and wonder at the endless possibilities of God.
Let’s dream of a
promising future unfolding. Let’s pray for the new opportunities before us. Let’s expect to sing more alleluias
as we trust God to do in and through us far more than we could ever ask or imagine.
Grateful to be Fellow Pilgrims With You on the Journey into this New Year,
Charlie and Ann

Faith and Family: Winter Adult Ed
with Jessica Wong Jan. 7 - Feb. 11
"Have you ever wondered what it really means to
be "children of God"? How does God "parent"
us? How does God's relationship with us translate
into our relationships within our families? Could it
be possible that God has already shown us,
through His relationship with Israel, the true
meaning of "being family"? We will study and use
Israel's faith journey with God as a template
to reflect on our relationships with God and within
our families - the ups and downs, the strength
and frailty, the celebration and frustration, the
harmony and the disagreement.
Come and join the Adult Sunday School class
starting January 7 at 9 AM in the Lake View Hall as
it is offered by Jessica Wong, our seminary student
in SPU. Discover through studying the relationship
between God and Israel the joy and toil
of "being family."
No matter if you're single,
married, with children, without children, parenting
teenagers or empty nested, families of all ages and
stages are welcome to this class!" Child care and
activities for children and youth will be provided.
Please call the office at 360-568-6498, to let us
know of children who may be attending.

Welcome New Church Officers
We are pleased to welcome our new elders and
deacons who begin serving on January 1, 2018
and will be ordained and installed on January 14.
Coming on board as elders are: Randy Hart
(Mission), Cris Kennedy (Operations/Personnel),
and Karolyn McDaniel (Fellowship). Our new deacons are: Sue Davis and Dan Dubyne. And joining
the nominating committee will be: Marita Bishop,
Connie Ford, Jeff Kurtenbach, and Lori Prins.

Thanks to officers completing terms

With deep appreciation for the energy, love and
faithful service to our church and community, we
thank the following people for their commitment
and ministry as an elder or deacon: Marita Bishop
(Operations/Personnel) and Ursula Gallagher
(Mission). Deacons completing their term are:
Donna Johnson, Lynda Macpherson, and John Silvernale.
And our thanks as well to this past year’s
nominating committee (from 2017) : Myrna Lucas,
Karolyn McDaniel, Al Atregenio, Daniel Chauvin,
Kris Jordon, Thomas Solotka and Pastor Charlie.

Welcome to Jessica Wong Our SPU Seminary Intern

To gain practical ministry experience, Jessica Wong
has agreed to serve our congregation by facilitating a
six week adult education class, assisting with two
weeks of facilitating The Gathering, our mid-week
worship service, and visiting homebound member.
We look forward to having her with us!

The Gathering: Jan. 10– Feb. 14

The next session of The Gathering will begin January 10 at 5:30 PM. Children, youth and adults share
in conversation around the dinner table, then gather
for informal & interactive worship from 6:10 PM-6:50
PM. We are grateful to have this intergenerational
fellowship and worship time!

Chili Cook-Off and Annual
Congregational Meeting, Jan. 28
Spice up your Sunday! Add a little kick to the start of
your week! Our annual congregational meeting, on
January 28, will feature a Chili Cook-Off Luncheon
once again. You are invited to sign up at the
information desk to bring your very best crock-pot of
chili and/or cornbread to share. Also, if you would
like to share your excellent palate as a chili judge, we
need you. Sign up for all at the information desk.
After enjoying some of the best chili and fellowship
around, the meeting will review our year in ministry
and congregational approval of the terms of call for
our pastors.

Weds. AM Study: Holy Discontent

Our Wednesday class will follow up on Richard
Stearn’s book “The Hole in Our Gospel” with a book
by Bill Hybels, “Holy Discontent.” How do we let our
hearts be broken by the things that break God’s
heart? And more importantly, how do we turn that
ache for others and what’s wrong in our world into
action that brings healing and hope? As Hybel’s
says: “The motivating reason why many people
choose to do good in this world around them is
because there is something so wrong in the world
that they just can’t stand it. …As a result, they devote
their vocational lives, their volunteer energies, and
their hard-earned money to making sure it gets
fixed.” Fuel the fire that ignites our vision and
passion as we meet weekly at 10 AM in the
conference room from January 17-February 7.

An Invitation to Daily Prayer in 2018
Prayer helps us stay connected both to our Lord and
to one another. You are encouraged to make prayer
a priority in this new year.
Here’s a guide to a
ministry prayer focus for each day of the week, which
you can cut out and tuck into your Bible:
Monday – Please pray for our outreach to Children,
Youth and their families, that we might develop
essential intergenerational relationships and identify
ways to entrust more leadership to younger generation.
Tuesday – Please pray for the local and global
mission causes of our church, remembering local
ministries like Community Kitchen and Mobile Medical
Clinic, regional ministries like Tall Timber, Tierra Nueva, and Northwest Coast Presbytery, and global ministries with Cynthia Sundman in Peru. Please pray as
well for those seeking justice, reconciliation, and
peace.
Wednesday—Please pray for one another as stewards of God’s gifts and resources, finding the best
ways to use our talents, our time, and treasures to
faithfully serve one another, building up the ministry of
FPCS and our larger community.
Thursday – Please pray for those in our congregation
who are ill, hospitalized, or homebound. Give thanks
where you’ve seen healing in physical and mental
health and in personal relationships.
Friday – Please pray for our college students as they
prepare for a vocation that matches their deep
passion with one of the world’s great needs. Pray as
well for our teachers, administrators, staff and
students in Snohomish, Lake Stevens, Monroe,
Everett, and other school districts.
Saturday – Please pray that those yearning and
searching for something missing in their lives—and
have not yet made worship a regular part of their life—
might encounter friends or family who invite them to
begin a meaningful, dynamic journey of faith.
Sunday – Please pray that each of us might be
brought closer to God in Christ through worship,
nurtured through our church’s fellowship, and led out
to serve with energy, intelligence, imagination, and
love.

New Member Class: Begins in Jan.

If you are interested in exploring more about what
it might mean to affiliate with this congregation,
we invite you to consider joining our next new
member class, meeting for several weeks from
mid January to early February please contact our
office or pastors to be included in an email which
will coordinate the best days and times for
participants.
Email:
office@snopres.org;
ann@snopres.org; charlie@snopres.org

Lenten Small Groups begin Feb. 18

The Damascus road experience was not the only
event that sent the apostle Paul on his quest. His
entire life—his traditions, education, travels, and
challenges—shaped him for ministry. How have
our life experiences shaped us for ministry? We’ll
be using Rev. Rob Fuquay’s new book, Which
Way, Lord? Exploring Your Life’s Purpose in
the Journeys of Paul for our Lenten small
groups that begin in mid-February. Rev. Fuquay
was a very popular author in our Lenten study two
years ago as we traveled with him through the
holy land by means of video.
Our Lenten small groups have been a wonderful
means of building friendships and faith. They offer
opportunities for spiritual growth through a rich
fellowship, thoughtful reflection, and supportive
prayer for one another. We encourage you to
sign up when sign-ups are made available next
month.

Youth Pizza Fund Raiser - Feb. 4

The past three years the youth have made pizzas
as part of our fundraising efforts for various
projects. This year they will be doing so for their
30 hour famine in February. The fundraiser will
be on Feb 4 and pizzas will be ready for the
Super Bowl.
During the 30 hour famine, our
students will experience a day of fasting while
participating in activities with other youth groups,
keeping in mind the hunger causes which will
benefit from funds raised.

Consecration Sunday Update

We are so grateful for this congregation and its
generosity and commitment to supporting its vital
ministries. At the publication of this Light, we
have 107 pledges in for 2018 at $417,744 with 13
new pledges and 35 pledges being increased.
Thanks to all of you for the generous gifts of your
financial resources, time and skills.

Deacons Support
Snohomish Food Bank

Thanks to Women’s Shelter Party
Volunteers!

Are You Kidding?

Advent is the season of "joy to the world" and
thanks to the following women: Christmas joy was
shared at the yearly art party at the Everett Gospel Women's Shelter.
Rhonda Atregenio and her friend Shannon
Boswell spread God's love by helping the shelter
women and children create wreaths and swags.
Jean Groeneveld, Ella and Tessa Pettyjohn
helped children at the center decorate cookies.
Elaine Sundman, Ann Lewis and Kris Jordan
shared the joy of helping residents create wood,
felt and glass ball ornaments.

Give your money twice? Are you kidding? You
really can give your money twice! If you have
multiple children, it is likely that some are more
financially responsible than others. Your estate
could give a lump sum to each of your children, but
are they ready for this responsibility?

Maria Pettyjohn helped residents attach beads to
the scarves donated by Cathy Haddenham.
Melissa Groenewegen helped with the preparation of the art supplies. Also many thanks to
Polly Fox, Shirley Feik and Jean Groeneveld for
making the sugar cookies!

Did you know that the Snohomish Food Bank
provides our neighbors with more than just food?
For January, the Snohomish Food Bank is
requesting donations of baby diapers (sizes 5 & 6)
and the nutritional supplement, “Ensure” (any flavor)
and anything healthy . . . “Surprise me,” says
Elizabeth Grant, director of SFB. Thank you for your
generous donations! Please place any donations in
the Food Bank box just inside the sanctuary
entryway doors.

The benefit of a Give it Twice Trust is that you can
transfer value to your children over a number of
years through regularly scheduled payments. This
plan allows you to treat your children equally by
giving them income from the trust for their entire
lifetimes. Sometimes parents also give a lump sum
gift to children in addition to the trust income. The
benefit of the trust income paid out over a number of
years is that your children have time to acquire the
financial skills to save and invest their inheritance
for the future.
Here is how the Give it Twice Trust works. A typical
estate plan will transfer a portion of the estate
outright to children. Then the taxable IRA or other
assets are transferred to fund a term of years
charitable remainder unitrust. Since the unitrust is
tax-exempt, no capital gains tax is paid when the
IRA is distributed to the trust. The full IRA value is
invested and pays income to your children for your
choice of up to 20 years or their entire lifetime.
At the end of this time, the trust remainder is
distributed to your charities essentially giving your
money twice!
One of the best benefits of creating a give it twice
trust is the valuable tax savings from creating this
plan. Not only does your estate enjoy a charitable
deduction at the time your trust is funded, but capital
gain tax is also avoided on the transfer of your IRA
or other retirement plans to the unitrust, which is tax
-exempt.
Ron Hendricks (360-319-4677) or
ronhtwu@msn.com
(Ron has annually been invited by our endowment board
to address our church on will and estate planning)

Merry Christmas,
Jill Sahlstrom, representative for the Missions
Council

Coffee Fellowship Helpers Thanked
I would like to thank everyone who helped with
the coffee fellowship this past year. It has been a
blessing to the congregation to have such
wonderful treats. I appreciate all of you for your
willingness to serve. Without you there would not
be a Coffee Fellowship. May God bless each of
you.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,
Marge Bryan (Coffee Fellowship)

Note from the Rev. HT Lee
Those of us who have had the pleasure of welcoming HT Lee into our church family as we have
journeyed with him on his way to ordination have
felt honored to know HT, his wife EJ, and their
beautiful daughters. We celebrate HT’s recent
ordination to the position of Associate Pastor at
Overlake Presbyterian Church. Several of us
were present for his ordination, and Pastors
Charlie and Ann were honored to participate.
Here’s HT’s note to all of you:
Dear Snohomish First Session and Congregation,
Thank you very much for you love, care and
prayerful support all of these years. Our family
has been so blessed by your amazing church
family.
We are indebted to you for your
encouragement and friendship. Snohomish First
will always have a a special place in our hearts!
Please know that we’ll always be praying for you
and cheering for you! Hope to see you again
soon.
In Christ, HT, EJ, Maddie, and Ava Lee

Women's Ministry Book Club

Give a Ride—Get a Ride

Our next book club selection is a true story of a
Syrian refugee named Doaa Al Zamel. The book is
titled A Hope More Powerful Than the Sea by
author Melissa Fleming. We will meet at the home
of Jean Hunter ( 15218 127TH Ave SE in
Snohomish ) at 12 PM on Wed., January 17 for our
salad luncheon. PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A DATE
CHANGE. DeDe Babcock is our book reviewer.
Questions:
email
Connie
Ford
at connieann230@gmail.com. New booklovers
always welcome!

Are you willing to give a ride to someone who
needs a ride to church or a doctor's appointment? Please contact Carol or Marcia if you are
willing to add your name to a list of volunteers. If
you need a ride to church or to a doctor's appointment, please call Carol Johnson at 360-563-9641
or Marcia Otteson

YWCA Women’s Professional
Wardrobe Ministry Thanks You!
Throughout the year, we collect donations
of semi-professional, modern clothing to
give to this Everett program which assists
women in dressing for success as they
seek employment. Clothing sets are offered
to women on a seasonal basis. This year,
our church has donated a bumper crop of
women’s clothing to this worthwhile ministry
that helps women re-enter the work force
with three, well-chosen clothing ensembles
per season. My car has been shuttling two
to three times a month with beautiful
clothes to donate. We take dresses, skirts,
blouses, pants, jackets, coats; also accessories – shoes, scarves, umbrellas & purses. Large
sizes are needed! No jeans or tennis shoes.
Please clean clothing first and place on hangers to
preserve shape. Donations may be hung on the
coat rack in the reception area, marked for YWCA.
I estimate we have doubled our customary
donations. Keep them coming!
Questions?
Contact Pat Sanvik, 425 760-9540.

Thanks to Those Who Have Contributed!

Thanks to Our
Busy Fellowship Council!

Our new Lake View Hall has brought enthusiasm
to our Fellowship Council to increase opportunities for congregational fellowship. It has been fun
to have a welcoming space for coffee, coookies
and fellowship after worship, and to celebrate a
number of meals together. Thanks also to this
energetic team for organizing our new kitchen and
pantry, and for decorating our
sanctuary this
Christmas!

Kaleidoscope Academy News
We are holding a meeting on Tues., Jan. 23 at
6:30 PM to gain insight from parents and
interested supporters on ways in which we can
respond to significant school district changes
which have restricted publicity and impacted
development of a strings program in our public
schools. The meetings will take place in the Lake
View Hall. If you would like to learn more and
explore ways to offer your support to help us
expand public awareness of the ministry
Kaleidoscope Academy offers, and how you might
express support for local strings education, we
hope you will join us on one of these nights.
It is never too late to explore taking private music
lessons with one of our wonderful instructors! See
www.kaleidoscope123.org for more info.

Treasurer’s Report for month ending November 30, 2017
Yearly budgeted total pledge/non pledge income=$451,967
Yearly budgeted total expense=$487,732.
Month End
Pledge
Non Pledge Other Income* Total Income Expenses
Net
October
$354,262 $48,606
$29,840
$432,708
$456,135
$(23,427)
Pledge/non pledge income to date= $402,868
*(Other income = per capita, building use, interest)
Our total budgeted pledge income for 2017 is $400,493. Pledges received reflect 88.46% of yearly
budgeted pledges.
Our total budgeted non pledge income for 2017 is $51,474. NP receipts reflect 94.43% of yearly budgeted
non pledge income.
Our total budgeted expenses for 2017 are $487,732. Current expenses reflect 93.52% of yearly budgeted
expenses.
The end of November equals 91.67% of the year chronologically.
Jim Kassebaum
2018 Treasurer Designate

Alternative Gift Market

Hits a Home Run for Ministries!

Perhaps it was our new and spacious Lakeview Hall, which was
so inviting to all. Perhaps, too, it was the great diversity of
wonderful products and ministries represented. Certainly, it was
the generosity of our congregation and the deep commitment of
our church family to supporting ministries! So too, the many
volunteers who helped the market run smoothly – all of these factors and God’s blessings contributed to the most successful Alternative Gift Market held to date at our church. Total
proceeds from the market peaked at $12,408.93, of which more than
half were donations. That fact alone speaks volumes about the
generosity of our church members!
It takes finding the right people to put together the history of the AGM at our church, but recollections
indicate that it was started as a Deacons’ project in the mid-1990’s, likely 1995 or 1996. Sometime in
the early 2000’s, the Deacons encouraged others to take charge and the market has continued to
evolve into a significant part of our Christmas gift-giving. The sixteen local and global ministries listed
below were each represented at the AGM and are deeply grateful for the purchases and/or donations
which support their actions reaching wide in Christ’s love:
Canaan Free Trade Olive Oil (sold out!)
Everett Gospel Mission
Habitat for Humanity of Snohomish County
Hands for Peacemaking (cards)
Heifer International
Indigenous Literacy (Anne Thomas)
New Life Rehabilitation Center (Kabul)
Prayers & Squares
Second Hand Christmas (refugee support)
Silvernale Pottery (refugee support)
Second Hand Jewelry( Youth scholarships for TTR)
SERRV (Fairtrade World Handicrafts)
Underground Ministries (Coffee – sold out)
Women’s Ministries
Youth Ministries
Pilgrims of Ibillin (Palestinian soap)

$1583.00
$2280.00
$918.00
$95.00
$1389
$660.00
$1050.00
$150.00
$322.00
$615.00
$270.95
$993.98
$1108.00
$403.00
$446.00
$125.00

This Market could not take place as successfully as it does without many helpers! Thanks to all who
helped in these capacities: 10 Christmas cookie bakers, 25 table hosts, our Christmas refreshment
servers (the Sundmans), 3 cashiers, our media guy, and the myriad forces of those who showed up
to set-up and clean-up! And Liz! Note that the AGM Committee welcomes anyone interested in planning and organizing our AGM so that it continues to flourish on behalf of God’s people.
AGM Committee members: Kris Jordan, Ursula Gallagher, Pat Sanvik, and Carrie Trimble

Reaching Wider in Love: Pray for Iraq

While there is no Christian church in Ramadi, we honor Jeff Starr’s life, given
in service to our country and the people of this city who have suffered so
much for so many years. Rev. Joanne Sizoo, pastor of Grace Presbyterian
church in Fort Mill, SC, who coordinates this prayer effort for Iraq, advises,
“We believe God is working throughout Iraq in ways known and unknown.”
IRAQ
Iraq contains some of the oldest organized churches in the world. Iraqi
Christians were pioneers in spreading the gospel to China, India, Persia and
Arabia. However, in modern times, political changes, social changes, two major wars, and persecution have led many Iraqi Christians to emigrate from the country. Since the 8th Century Christians
have been a minority in Iraq, but the precipitous decline of Christians in Iraq over the last 25
years—especially since 2003—now threatens the very existence of Christianity in Iraq.
“What is truly exciting is that there are non-Christians coming to worship in Basra and being quietly
discipled by the church (the same work of the Spirit is occurring in both Baghdad and Kirkuk, by the
way!) quoted from Iraq Partnership Network, PCUSA - Dec. 12, 2017.
Following is our January prayer. Thank you for your prayers on behalf of the Iraqi people and, specifically, those in Ramadi.

January Prayers:
“Prepare the way of the Lord.” Mark 1:3

Gracious and loving Lord, for us and our brothers and sisters in
Christ living in Iraq, shine your light in us, through us, over us. May
we, through You, make a difference where we live, for your glory
and purposes. Set you way before us. May all your plans succeed.
May we reflect your peace and hope in a world that so desperately
needs your presence and healing. To you be glory and honor, in
this New Year, and forever. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Daily Readings
Morning: Rev. 21:5
First Reading: Lam. 3:22-23
Second Reading: Is. 43:18-19

Gospel Reading: Lu: ke 2:25
Evening: Ez.11:19

Refugee Ministry Update
Update on Hisham and family!

We give thanks for the safe apartment Hisham's family has been able to move into 3 months ago.
The family has enjoyed the complex and the three sons have started in the Mukilteo school district. Hisham had hoped to be working full time by now. Unfortunately, his physician at UW medical center has requested Hisham extend his recovery from his recent surgery and work no more than
10 hours/week until March 1. 2018. With concerted effort from our congregation as well as
Everett First Presbyterian Church, we hope to prevent Hisham and family from becoming homeless.
Any donations toward his rent ($1500/month) are greatly appreciated. Please write on your check:
"Refugee Mission". Any questions, please call Ursula at 425-308-4601 Thank you very much for
your Christmas gifts for this precious family.

Hats, Gloves, Scarves Sought

With the temperatures dropping, let us remember that
some less fortunate than we have needs for warm hats,
gloves and scarves. Please donate these new or gently
used items by placing them in the appropriate box by the
information desk.

YOUTH NEWS
MLK Service day:

We will honor the memory of Martin Luther King Jr. by serving in our community on one or two
projects. We will gather at the church by 9:00 AM and be done around 1:30 PM.

Winter Lock-In:

All youth are invited to spend the night in the church playing games and watching movies. We will
start at 6:30 PM and be ready to go home by 10:00 AM the next day. We will serve dinner, 2:00 AM
snack time, and breakfast.

Super bowl Sunday Pizza Fundraiser:

Sunday February 4th is Super Bowl Sunday. On this Sunday you will have the chance to serve
hungry people around the world while also getting to take a homemade you bake pizza to your
Super Bowl party. We will start taking orders for pizzas January 21 st. Pizzas cost $15. The money
will be used to help raise support for our kids 30 hr. famine project in February.

January 2018—Youth Events
SUNDAY

MONDAY

1

TUESDAY

2

WEDNESDAY

3

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

4

5

6

11

12

13

18

19

20

Winter Lock-in
Begins 6:30 PM

Winter Lock-in
Ends 10:00 AM

26

27

No Youth Group

7

8

9

NO Youth
Group

10
The Gathering 5-7
YG: 7-8:30

14

15

Youth Bible
Study 1-3

MLK Service

21

22

16

17
The Gathering 5-7

9:00 AM

YG: 7-8:30

23

Pizza orders
start

24
The Gathering 5-7
YG: 7-8:30

Youth Bible

28
Youth Bible
Study 1-3

29

30

31
The Gathering 5-7
YG: 7-8:30

25

Remember in Your Prayers . . .
Church Family Members
 The Groeneveld Family - for Henry
 Herm Van Loo, Marlene Latimore, Jan Pickard,
Annette Green & Lynda Macpherson, recovery
 Shireen and David Pesznecker
 John Richardson - in Afghanistan
Ongoing Prayer Support
 Our nation for wisdom and guidance for our president
and all of our elected and appointed officials.
 Cynthia Sundman ~ missionary in Peru.
 Syria, Sudan, Iraq, Afghanistan, North Korea and other places of concern.
 Global refugee crisis and the Syrian refugee family we
have adopted.
 Millions at risk of starvation in Yemen, Somalia,
S. Sudan, & Northeast Nigeria.
 Those recovering from hurricanes in the Caribbean,
Texas, and Florida, the earthquakes in Mexico, and the
fires in California.
 The people of Iraq and the city of Ramadi. Our
Mission Council invites all of us to pray for God’s work
here to restore peace & well-being.

Homebound
Anna Belle Bolduc, Don Farrell, Betty Fellows, Gary Gloe,
Jean McRight, Sue Miya, Shireen Pesznecker,
Jan Richardson & Gee Gee Spada
Friends/relatives of congregation
 The Gudmundson family, close friends of John and
Linda Mueller, in the recent traumatic loss of their
husband and father.
 Sue Miya, mother of Susan Matuschak –under hospice
care.
 Rick Steele, father of Peri-Lyn Johnson, diagnosed with
pancreatic cancer
 Patricia Neel in the loss of her mother, Maxine Neel.
 Sandy Connelly, Val McKenzie’s sister, with cancer.
 Beth McDaniel - daughter of Bob and Karolyn, with
cancer.
 Ray Jarris—brother of Nancy Anderson, with cancer.
 Kendall Moyle, daughter of Rose Fowler’s friend, with
breast cancer.
 John Lake, friend of Rose Fowler, suffered a stroke
 Pat Fuller, cousin of Rita Stoess, continuing cancer
treatment.
 Bruce Groenewegen’s mother, Catherine.
 Michael Baker, son-in-law of the Paytons.
 Howard Lewis - cancer.

Health Information:

Home Safety:
SMOKE DETECTORS: Fire alarm
Batteries are needed to power your smoke detectors. Most
detectors run off 9 volt batteries. You should check your
smoke detectors monthly to make sure they are working.
Batteries should be changed on a yearly basis. January is
good.
CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS detect the presence
of carbon monoxide poisoning for those who use gas in
their homes for heat or cooking. These detectors are very
important for your safety.
Merridee Vuori,
Parrish Nurse

Christian Thanks and Blessings
from Bonney Lake

Thank you for all your prayers and gifts
my new journey in my life.
Hugs,
Barbara Holmes

Pictorial Directory

in

Thanks to all who participated in coming for photography
sessions to help us have a visual presentation of our congregation. Some photos are available for pickup at the information table and we hope to have new pictorial directories available for pickup in February.

Snohomish Online Community
Practice Sessions on Website
If you’re new to FPCS or are just getting started in
our SnoPres online community and missed some of
the earlier practice sessions, check out our website
for the list of suggested practice sessions: http://
www.snopres.org/connect--serve.html
This is on the Connect & Serve page.
If you would like serious training on different aspects
of CCB you can sign up for free live webinar training
on this site:
http://explore.churchcommunitybuilder.com/registersoftware-training-workshops-2017
Jump in and explore!

A Post-Christmas Prayer (Ann Weems)
Our Advent season is now ended
for another year.
All our waiting, those long days of anticipation,
Have been fulfilled on Christmas Day
with the birth of your son, our Savior.
We thank you for all the joy we have known
and shared this holy season
We thank you that, as we have opened our hearts
to your presence, so you have come in,
been born anew into our days.
Yet, in this season
of fulfillment ad genuine joy,
we must remember those whose joy is
still to be fulfilled,
all those whose Advent time of expectation
did not come to an end,
all who still await your coming
even though our Christmas is now ended.
We remember too
all held hostage in this season
by any kind of bondage whatsoever.
We pray for prisoners and their families;
we ask your strength for alcoholics and other addicts
and for their families also.
Lord, break all the bonds that hold your people captive,
and set us free for the life you have given us
in Christ our Lord.
We think of those among us,
within our circle of friends,
who still wait for your coming as
the deliverer from pain or grief or loneliness;
your coming to their empty, dreary, meaningless lives
with hope and purpose, even a glimpse of glory.
There are those whose needs
are yet more obvious;
who, despite all our Christmas generosity,
still look for your coming to them
in the simplest forms of bread to eat
and shelter from the cold.
For all refugees across the world tonight
we seek your presence and your comfort.
And last, O God, for ourselves,
those who, even in the midst of gaiety
and fun and gifts galore, know a hunger
that is not yet satisfied.
Help us in the year that lies ahead
to gain a new perspective on our days,
that we might seek, with your aid,
the truer, lasting things of life;
that we might learn to grow, as Jesus did,
“in wisdom and in stature
And in favor with God and man. . .”
Thus may the year that lies ahead
be a year of true renewal
through the Lord of life-renewed,
our Savior, Jesus the Christ.
Amen.

January 2018
Sun

Mon

1

Happy New Year
Office Closed

6:30 NA Support
Group

Tue

Wed

2

9:30 Quilters
6:45 NA Support
Group
7:00 Nar-Anon

3

NO YOUTH
GROUP
7:00 Choir

Thu

4

4:30 Community

Fri

Sat

5

6

Kitchen
5:00 Medical Clinic
5:30 Personnel
5:30 Girl Scouts
6:30 AA Support
7:00 Bell
Rehearsal

Pastors Charlie and Ann & Curtis on vacation.

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

7:00 Men’s Group
8:45 Breakfast
9:00 Adult Ed
10:30 Worship
11:45 Fellowship
NO YOUTH
GROUP (Curtis on
Vacation Today)

7:00 Men’s Group
8:45 Breakfast
9:00 Adult Ed
10:30 Worship
(ordination/
installation service)
11:45 Fellowship
1-3 Youth Bible
Study

3:30 Girl Scouts
6:30 Session
6:30 NA Support
Group

9:00 Youth MLK
Service Projects
1:30 Fellowship
4:00 Nurture
6:30 NA Support
Group
7:00 Mission

9:30 Quilters
11:45 SAHG
6:30 Deacons
6:45 NA Support
Group
7:00 Nar-Anon

9:30 Quilters
6:45 NA Support
Group
7:00 Nar-Anon

8:15 World Vision
field trip
5:00 Youth Group
5:30 PM Gathering
Dinner
6:00 PM Gathering
Worship
7:00 Choir

10:00 Bible Study
5:00 Youth Group
5:30 PM Gathering
Dinner
6:00 PM Gathering
Worship
7:00 Choir

21

22

23

24

28

29

30

31

7:00 Men’s Group
8:45 Breakfast
9:00 Adult Ed
10:30 Worship
11:45 Fellowship
1-3 Youth Bible
Study

7:00 Men’s Group
8:45 Breakfast
9:00 Adult Ed
10:30 Worship
11:45 Congregational Chili CookOff and Meeting
1-3 Youth Bible
Study

3:30 Girl Scouts
6:30 NA Support
Group
6:30 Operations

6:30 NA Support
Group

9:30 Quilters
6;30 Kaleidoscope
Meeting
6:45 NA Support
Group
7:00 Nar-Anon

9:30 Quilters
10:00 Light Fold
6:45 NA Support
Group
7:00 Nar-Anon

10:00 Bible Study
5:00 Youth Group
5:30 PM Gathering
Dinner
6:00 PM Gathering
Worship
7:00 Choir

10:00 Bible Study
5:00 Youth Group
5:30 PM Gathering
Dinner
6:00 PM Gathering
Worship
7:00 Choir

5:00 Medical Clinic
6:30 AA Support
7:00 Bell
Rehearsal

12:30 Stephen
Ministry
5:30 Girl Scouts
6:30 AA Support
7:00 Bell
Rehearsal

25

6:30 Sno. Pre-K
Member meeting
6:30 AA Support
7:00 Bell
Rehearsal
7:30 Co-op Breakouts

Light Deadline
6:30 Youth Winter
Lock In Begins

26

10:00 Youth
Winter Lock In
Ends
6:00 NA Couples

27
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