
April 19, 2020 
Second Sunday of Easter 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
PRELUDE: Jesus Shall Reign (John Hatton) Sigrun Payne 

WELCOME 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM Ehe Family 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new 
life. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. We give you thanks, O 
God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and planted us in a 
well-watered garden. In the desert you promised pools of water for the 
parched, and you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the 
way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, 
you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us 
again with the water of life. We praise you for your salvation through 
water, for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere. Bathe us 
in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the 
life only you can give. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus 
Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

  



GATHERING SONG: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! (ELW 385) 

 
 
  



GREETING/ PRAYER OF THE DAY – Pat Daane 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
Lord Jesus, after your death and resurrection you sent your followers into 
the world to proclaim your resurrection to the entire globe. Send us out 
to bear witness to all you have done in our lives.  
Amen. 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE: That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright (ELW 384) 

 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

THE WORD: Acts 1:1-14 – Roger Wolter 
1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught 
from the beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after 
giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking 
about the kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them 
not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. 
"This," he said, "is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now." 
6So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7He replied, "It is not for 
you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 9When he had said this, as they 
were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 
10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly 
two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, "Men of Galilee, why 
do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken 
up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 
into heaven." 
12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is 
near Jerusalem, a sabbath day's journey away. 13When they had entered 
the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, 
and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of 
James. 14All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, 
together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well 
as his brothers. 

Word of God,  
word of life. 

GOSPEL ANTHEM: “Now the Green Blade Rises” Rachel Jackman 

CHILDREN'S SERMON: Roger Steinke 



SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Signs and Wonders (ELW 672) Richard Edmonds 

 
AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – Christy Freriks 
We are not alone, we live in God's world.  
We believe in God:  

who has created and is creating,  
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,  

to reconcile and make new,  
who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

We trust in God.  
We are called to be the Church:  

to celebrate God's presence,  
to live with respect in Creation,  



to love and serve others,  
to seek justice and resist evil,  
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.  

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.  
We are not alone.  
Thanks be to God.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Skjonsby Family 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the 
people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 

Open the doors we close, O God, when we fear those who worship you in 
different ways. Guide us to unity and harmony so that we may come to 
respect and cherish our commonalities. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Open the paths we ignore, O God, when we prioritize financial gain and 
convenience over listening to the groaning of the earth. Inspire all to care for 
the world you have made so that living things might thrive. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Open the rooms we lock, O God, to those who live without a homeland or 
place of safety. We pray that generous nations offer refuge and peace for 
all. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Open the hearts we close, O God, to the cries of those in pain. We pray 
for those isolated physically or emotionally through incarceration, 
addiction, mental illness, chronic suffering, grief, and all in need. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Open the ways of love, O God, in the pursuit of peace throughout the 
world, and bless the efforts of missionaries, healthcare professionals, 
activists for women and children, and relief workers, especially those 
who find themselves in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Open the way to eternal life, O God, as we remember those who have 
died in faith. Free us from the fear of death, that we embrace the peace 
you have promised. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom 
we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERING ANTHEM: You Lord (Handt Hansen) Richard Edmonds  

OFFERING PRAYER 
Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but 
you make of them an abundance, just as you do with our lives. Feed us 
again at this table for service in your name, in the strength of the risen 
Christ. 
Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, 
fill you with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

  



SENDING SONG: Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia! (ELW 369) 

 



 
DISMISSAL 
Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE 
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