2025 Blue Christmas
Candles:

Words of Welcome 
[A brief explanation about the service may be offered at this point.]
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  Matthew 11:28-29
Call to Worship
It takes faith beyond imagining

to have come to hear this story
if you are living things too difficult

to be made sense of

by an ancient memory of angels and wise men.
It takes faith beyond imagining

to have come to hear this story
when you know that it will be a greater miracle

than any virgin birth

for love to be born right now in our world.
The alleluias we sing today

will not be to drown out the world’s truths that would deny them;
but to pray they will hold us in their faith.
So we gather

the bewildered, the broken hearted, the fragile and the hopeful

the faithful and the faithless
because all we have left when we stand in the world’s darkness

is this longing for love to be born once again.
Hymn “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

Opening Prayer 
God of love and understanding, we gather here this evening to confront our pain in the midst of the world’s celebration, but also the world's pain. Help us know that you are present with us in all of our moods and feelings and seasons. Help us to know that our pain, our trauma, our loss is felt and known by you as well, because you are with us.  But don't allow us to stay there longer than necessary.  When we have built up the intended perseverance from suffering, grant us a taste of the hope, peace, joy, and love that you promise to all of your people through the gift of your son Jesus. AMEN. 
Read Psalm 46:1-3

1st Candle 
We light this first candle acknowledging that the earth you created is still being made, just like you Kingdom is still breaking in.  That creation process is dynamic.  We tend to build our homes with expectations that everything is static.  These expectations have been challenged this year in new ways with Wild Fires in California, flooding in Texas and currently in Washington.  Typhoon Halong wiped out the Arctic villages, earthquakes have recently shook Skagway, as has a long cold snap.  There are deaths linked to many of these events, as not everyone is prepared, some have been caught unaware, and others just had no where else to go.  This candle reminds us that change is not always welcomed without pain.

Silent Prayer 

Unison Prayer: 

Holy One, you are our comfort and strength in times of sudden disaster, crisis, or chaos.

Surround us now with your grace and peace through storm or earthquake, fire or flood.By your Spirit, lift up those who have fallen, sustain those who work to rescue or rebuild, and fill us with the hope of your new creation;through Jesus Christ, our rock and redeemer.

Psalm 23

2nd Candle 

We light this second candle, acknowledging that our social fabric is deteriorating.  Food is no longer secure.  Financial sectors are fragile at best.  Housing is becoming a greater uncertainty.  Roads, bridges, ferries all seem to be crumbling metaphorically and literally.  Healthcare has never seemed more like a prividge for the few rather than a right for all.  Even eradicated diseases like measles is making a comeback.  Many today can not go to school, court, or worship without fears of being detained or arrested.  As man and his systems of government seem to be harming more than helping, we lift our eyes to you, the true king and the one who has the government on his shoulders, our Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Silent Prayer 

Responsive Prayer:  Vigil means to keep watch and to keep praying. We will keep watching what is happening and we will keep all those detained and deported in our prayers. 
Opening Call and Response: Heather Please join us in a call and response, I will say a line and then ask you to say together, “We Keep Vigil” 
Even through the longest nights,
we keep vigil.
When days are long and we grow weary,
we keep vigil.
When we’re running out of hope,
we keep vigil.
When peace feels like a pipe dream,
we keep vigil.
When joy seems like a luxury we can’t afford,
we keep vigil.
When the world is more full of hate than love,
we keep vigil.

When we’re desperate for Christ, Emmanuel, God-With-Us,
we keep vigil.
Let us keep vigil, for God is surely with us.
LAMENTATIONS 3:1-3, 19-26
3rd Candle

We light this third candle acknowledging the grief and loss that comes with ever changing relationships.  While marriages and dating are the most dramatic and hard.  We know changes in location due to work, medical care availability, or the city in which we are called to live disrupt relationships.  Even the miraculous act of a baby moving from the womb to the arms can bring about postpartum depression.  

Silent Prayer:

Unison Prayer:  We light a third candle mindful of the many sources of loss and grief: the loss of relationships, the loss of jobs, or the loss of health and all the changes that come with the losses. As we gather up all our pain, we offer it to you, O God, asking that into our open hands you will place the gift of peace.
ECCLESIASTES 3:1-8
4th Candle

Death:  We light this fourth candle acknowledging that death brings life and life brings death.  We are not as ready as we should be to let those who brought us life meet death.  We desire more life with them.  We don't want to have to wait for the second life, despite all the promises that it is so much more that what we have experienced this first time.  What we had was good, very good.  Why didn't you make it perfect the first time?  Why have our friends, spouses, parents, children, siblings, partners, and coworkers had to die and leave us?  Why them and not us?  Why does the end of things have to come?

Silent Prayer 

Unison Prayer:  You are the Resurrection and the Life, whomever believes in you shall not perish, but will have eternal life.  But God you know how much we hate death.  You did not intend it for your Kingdom.  It was not part of the Garden of Eden, nor is it a part of your Kingdom when it comes in all its fullness.  Jesus wept at Lazarus' tomb.    So hold us close as we still try and process those that have left our side.  Give us courage and grace, as our day nears as well.
Luke 21:25-28

Christ Candle


We are not in a new time.  As crazy and out of control as this world, our nation, our state might seem, it is not new.  We have experienced a period of relative peace in comparison to other nations, but  there were still all of these things happening to the people around us, the people in the world, even our neighbors.  They just were not so in our face and hitting so close to home.  


As we have spent time this fall walking with Dietrich Bonhoeffer and the churches of the Barmen Confession, we have heard the echoes of what we are experiencing.  These moments of crisis and transition are always happening somewhere.  Luke 21 tells us of what the people of Jerusalem were about to experience in 90 AD.  Signs did happpen, nations were in anguish and perplexity as everything was changing.  Verse 26 has what is closest to us, fainting from terror, people being apprehensive about what is coming next.


Verse 28 is what I desire to highlight this evening.  When these things being to take place, “look up!”  We are to not look down where all the things that make us apprehensive are happening, but up from where our redemption is drawing near.  “

Advent creates people, new people. We too are supposed to become new people in Advent. Look up, you whose gaze is fixed on this earth, who are spellbound by the little events and changes on the face of the earth. Look up to these words, you who have turned away from heaven disappointed. Look up, you whose eyes are heavy with tears and who are heavy and who are crying over the fact that the earth has gracelessly torn us away. Look up, you who, burdened with guilt, cannot lift your eyes. Look up, your redemption is drawing near. something different from what you see daily will happen. Just be aware, be watchful, wait just another short moment. Wait and something quite new will break over you: God will come.”
Silent Prayer 
Unison Prayer:  Jesus, you are the light of the world, the light the world in its darkness tried to overcome.  It appeared as if the world did overcome you, for at least three days.  Remind us that sin, death, the grave do not have the final say, when the world makes it appear that they do.   Help us to look up in the midst of grief.  As the angels reminded the disciples on Easter morning, “5 In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen!”  Look up! 
Ryan: You are invited to come forward one at a time,  to light one of the votive candles which represents your burdens, griefs, sorrows, all those things that make Christmas a “blue” time for you. You may speak the name or the event if you wish to do so. When you have lit your candle or candles you may return to your seat, 

When all the people have had the opportunity to light candles, the leader continues...
Offering of Light 
We entered this time of worship holding empty blue jars.  They were empty, because what once filled them is gone.  The emptiness and hollowness of the jars represented our lives in some areas.  Things that once filled them are no more.

In the midst of this time, we have placed the light of the Christ Candle within our hollow blue jars.  In doing so, we have transformed the jars, as the light of Christ has filled the emptiness and allowed the beauty of the jar itself to shine in the darkness.  The jars are still blue, but it is a different hue of blue.  The light has reminded us that with out the love of Christ, we would not care if people have left or things have changed.  Without the purpose of God, nothing would matter to us.  So we look at our blueness and see within the engraving the scars that have formed and made us into the people we are.  The wounds that are healing, the restoration that is happening, and the transformation that God is doing to keep the light of Christ burning brightly in the midst of our lives and community because we continue to look up.
One Small Child #164 to conclude

Charge & Benediction
