The Governing Body of the City of Liebenthal met in public hearing on Monday March 11, 2024, at the City Building at 6:00 p.m. Presiding was Mayor Darrell Warner, council members present were Barb Matal, Renee Legleiter, Stephanie Schmidt-Koerner, Clerk Beverly Stark, Water and Wastewater Operator Darrell Matal, and Maintenance Operator Lyle Komarek. Also present were residents Justin Jecha, Tina Kirton, Jessica Rageth, and Chris Rageth.  
Minutes from the previous meeting were read.  S. Schmidt-Koerner moved to approve the minutes as read, B. Matal seconded, vote unanimous, motion carried.
Citizen’s Comments:  T. Kirton contacted B. Stark before this meeting regarding a noise complaint for the outside music played at Sonny’s Bar and Grill.  She presented the council with a petition requesting an updated noise ordinance to support “quiet hours from 10 pm to 7 am; or a fair timeframe/limit.”  The petition signees also request the ordinance include establishment of a council-approved permit for special events. After a lively discussion, the council determined that the residents would be agreeable to the outside music at the bar turned off during non-operational hours (i.e. 2 a.m. to 8 a.m.).  Mayor Warner said the council would take the resident’s concerns under advisement to work on an ordinance for noise abatement, noting that he would discuss this issue with the bar’s owner as well. C. Rageth also complained about a dog running loose which the council had not addressed, noting a $20 fee.  The residents left at 6:42 p.m.
Clerk’s Notes:  The process for SAM re-registration is currently underway with a deadline of March 31, 2024.  The Community Development Block Grant applications have been delayed until Sept. because of the inability of the House of Representatives to pass a government budget.  The current list of Resolutions and Ordinances on the city website (cityofliebenthal.net) needs to have those before No. 199 included on the website.  R. Legleiter and S. Schmidt-Koerner volunteered to assist the clerk with this project.  The lead and copper survey required by KDHE is in progress. It is noted again that all residents need to return a completed survey to the city to avoid the penalty of water shut-off. Any resident needing assistance completing the survey can call the city on 785.259.8778.  The city has purchased the last RO unit that is available from Culligan (the model in use is no longer being produced). Culligan will provide information and price for an acceptable replacement.  
Old Business:  The mayor has not received any information from Flatlander, or the Rush County Highway Department. He will contact them again.  
Maintenance and Utility Updates:  L. Komarek has researched prices for chemicals for weed control.  He will purchase the supplies needed for the upcoming growing season.  The city received a complaint for the road to the sewer lagoons needing a culvert to drain rainwater. Both the mayor and D. Matal described the road as “flat.”  A low water bridge will not solve the problem.  The council will not pursue further road or culvert solutions for this.  An update for the water system was begun for a potential resident moving into a derelict house.  The meter was installed prior to the most recent water system upgrade in 1989-1990 and will be replaced. 
Calendar / City Events:  A city-wide cleanup is tentatively scheduled for two weeks following Memorial Day.  
Approval and Payment of Bills:  The city bills were presented to the council.  S. Schmidt-Koerner moved to approve the bills as presented.  R. Legleiter seconded, vote unanimous, motion carried.  The next meeting is scheduled for April 8, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. S. Schmidt-Koerner moved to adjourn the meeting, B. Matal seconded, vote unanimous, motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:21 p.m.
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