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Woodturning
Fever!!
A nice thing to have at the 1996 TAW Symposium

AutumU 1996

And a nice thing to get

If you didn't get woodturning
fever at the TAW Symposium, then
you must have slept through it. Five
superturners including, Rudye
Osolonik, Betty Scarpino, Willard
Baxter, Marc Blake, and Pat
Matranga performed before about 60
persons who attended the annual
event at the Appalachian Center for
Crafts during the first weekend of
August.
Charles Alvis, president of AAW
was also at the symposium. In his
welcoming address to the group he
praised the work of the TAW
especially it's contribution to
education in the field of woodturning

Betty Scarpino shows how to add a new
dimension to a turned bowl.

and said "The TAW has never
received seed money for its startup or
its contributions to education.
Rudye Osolonik, known
throughout the world as one of
woodturning's foremost turners,
showed a lot of his techniques and
talked about metalturning which he
does along with woodturning. He also
talked about how he grinds his tools
for specific turnings. After his
demonstration, many in attendance
could not resist racing up to the front
and examining the tools first hand.
Betty Scarpino, another wellknown turner demonstrated how to
add another dimension to
woodturning. According to TAW
member, John Lucas of Cookeville,
"You just had to see it to believe it.
Words cannot explain. Scarpino's
turning looked like different pieces
glued on, but on examination, she
used bleaching and filing to achieve a
three dimensional affect."
Marc Blake, an up-and-coming
woodturner with a bright future in
the craft demonstrated how he uses
exotic woods to create a stunning
effect. Blake turned small boxes and
vases with tiny pieces of small exotic
woods glued to his turnings.
Willard Baxter, of Gainesville,
Georgia showed the group how to
turn tagua nuts, sometimes referred
to as "vegetable ivory". Baxter made
tiny birdhouses for Christmas tree
ornaments.
TAW member Pat Matranga also
made a presentation. Pat is wellknown by other TAW members for
items she sells at various craft fairs.

Rudye Osolonik, doing what he does best
Her work has also been sold at
Nashville's Church Street Center.
Before each exhibition or
demonstration, each featured
demonstrator showed a slide
presentation of his or her work ,
which, according to one member ,
"made everything easier to
understand. All the objects in the
slides were absolutely beautiful."
After the demonstrations was an
auction of items made by the
demonstrators was a success.
Outgoing TAW President Jim
Haddon was well pleased with the
outcome of the entire symposium.
"Everyone had a great time. It sent
smoothly because of the time spent
organizing the whole thing."
Haddon said he hopes the
symposium will continue to grow and
prosper for years to come. "After
all", he said, "it's all about education
and enjoyment of a craft we have all
come to love and enjoy".
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And the Winner is....
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The Bandsaw, of course

What is the most important accessory a take to turn. Also, sawing a piece of
wood to size helps true it up so there is
woodturner can have? According to a
less
vibration and less wear and tear on
poll taken at the July meeting of the
the
bearings
when you first start.
TAW, it's a bandsaw. Of twenty-one
A
chucking
device how many TAW
members polled at the meeting, six
demos
have
we
seen where one of those
members (28.5%) named the bandsaw as
fiinny-looking
things
have not been used?
the most important accessory in
Those
things
are
expensive.
And
woodturning. In second place was a
convenient.
And
they
tend
to
promote
chucking device with three votes (14%).
safety.
Ask
yourself
this,
if
you
have one
Other items receiving votes were table
now,
could
you
or
would
you
like
to do
saw to air conditioning.
without
it
for
a
while?
Bob Smith who voted for the bandsaw
Then there's the rest of us. Those of
said he also said he also needed more
us
who
said something else besides
turning time. We can all relate to that.
bandsaw
or chucking device. Two votes
But Harry French may have had the best
for
specialized
gouge. I recently bought a
reason for favoring the bandsaw. " I
special
bowl
scraper,
and there's nothing
want a high throat bandsaw so I can run
like
it.
Now
two
turners
are alike. Why
stove wood through it." Others who
not
be
an
individual?
Yes,
we all need
favored the bandsaw were Howard
special
turning
tools.
John
Jordon
Gilliam, Billie Braiuion, Gary Martin,
mentioned
two
alternatives:
a radio and a
and Tom Yount. Another saw was
heater
and
fan.
That's
not
far
from airmentioned as the top accessory, and that
conditioning.
That
triggered
a
thought:
was from Pete Schutt who favors the
Everyone
really
said
the
same
thing,
yet
table saw.
everyone
said
it
in
a
different
way.
Mike Carroll was among the three
Comfort and convenient. That's what
voting for a chucking device. One of the
everyone
said. Every item mentioned can
three votes was specifically for the
and
will
provide
one or the other. If
"carlton chuck". Not cheap, mind you.
safety
provided
you
with a good level of
Grant McRorie and Jim Welch both
comfort,
then
that's
what you should go
agreed the most important accessory is a
for.
The
summer
months
are hot, and if
good bowl gouge. Pat Matranga believes
you
turn
for
hours
on
end.
you had better
air conditioning is the best accessory,
have
a
good
air-conditioner
in the shop or
while John says an air compressor is the
you
won't
turn
long.
If
you
don't
like
most important ihing to him. John Lucas
wood
chips
everywhere,
you
had
best
fmd
two-inch sanding discs for his drill "to
a
reliable
air
compressor.
If
you
don't
speed up sanding and eliminate swirl
like the idea of turned pieces flying off the
marks. Jackie Potts likes to keep his
lathe,
then you had better start looking for
tools razor sharp and voted for a 1750
a
bandsaw
and a quality chucking device.
RPM grinder. Another member. Ron P.
A
live
cone-shaped
tailstock insert
said a good teacher and safety were
wouldn't
be
a
bad
idea
either.
equally important while Wendell Jones
My choice? All the above, with a tie
says ideas are the numlier one accessory.
between a bandsaw and very reliable
Finally, Jim Jamieson likes a "cone"
chucking device. But all the choices were
shaped tailstock holder for his lathe.
Okay, who's right and who's not-so- good ones which I hope to incorporate
into my shop at some time.
right? Actually, everyone is right.
Thanks to everyone who participated.
A bandsaw or tablesaw is absolutely
We will do more survevs like this one.
invaluable for trimming down larger
pieces. The more you can remove with a
saw before turning, the less time it will

Lookout!
Jordan lets the
Chips Fly
The May TAW meeting was an
experience to remember. The meeting
was held at the fabulous shop of
nationally known woodturner, John
Jordan who did a complete demo of
turning wet wood from start to finish.
Jordan's shop is was a sight to
behold, even before the demonstration
began. Members noted the neatness
and careful planning that went into
what seemed every last detail. Add to
that what seems a football field's
length of air hose running above the
shop so instant air pressure is available
to every tool in the place at a moments
notice.
John began his program behind the
shop at his woodpile where he cut up a
fresh rectangular block out of a log.
John says he almost always cuts wet
wood.
From there the demo proceeded to
his Woodfast lathe where the chips
flew in many directions. When the
dust finally settled, everyone had
learned a great deal.
If you haven't seen John turn wood,
or seen his fabulous shop, you've
missed something. Thanks to you,
John for one of out best meetings ever.
Let's do that again, sometime.
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On the Web

Endless help and information for
woodturners
You have probably heard it before:
The Internet. World Wide Web. Who
cares? Only millions of people
including thousands of woodworkers,
many of whom are woodturners as
well. 1 had some doubts about writing
this article. Some of us understand the
internet and computers. Some of us
know nothing and wouldn't touch one
for love or money. The rest of us know
nothing . just a little, or have heard of
the internet, but are apprehensive.
This article the for the last group.
Maybe it will get you started, or at least
give you some basics. I cannot give you
all the facts of the Internet, but here are
some of the basics and why you should
be interested.
The Tnternet" was started years ago
by the Federal Government. It was a
cheap, lightening quick way to
communicate. A few commercial
companies tapped into it (legally) and
started selling cormection serx ices to
individuals, and the Net grew and
grew. The internet is like a spider web,
where there seems to be no beginning
or end. The internet web consists of a
combination of phone lines all over the
world, satellites, microwave relays, or
amlhing else that can transmit
information. When you are on the
internet, you never know what you're
using, and it does not matter. Now.
here's how my setup at home works:
My computer, and any computer
you buy will use what is called a
"graphical interface". That means you
use very few typed commands. You
use a simple device called a mouse.
You move the mouse on a flat pad until
a pointer on the screen is on top of a
little picture called and "icon". You
push a button on the mouse and voila!
You move at the speed of light. These
machines are simple to use. hence their
popularity. To connect your computer
to a phone line, you use a device called
a "modem" which nearlv everv
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computer comes with. You run a
standard phone cord from your
computer box to the phone outlet, just
like that.
I subscribe to a local "carrier"
called "EdgeNet" (No long distance
charges, ever. No matter who you
access on the Net.). They have leased
phone lines subscribers can tap into. I
pay them about $25 a month and they
give me 120 full hours of on-line
access each month. That's cheap!
They provide me with initial software
to set up my computer. (You click a
button, and it installs by itseIf.)There
are several parts of the internet, but
the so-called "World Wide Web" is by
far the most used, and that's the part I
use 99% of the time. EdgeNet
provided me with special software
called "Netscpe"(a program that
allows me to cruise the internet) for
$25. The sofftvare installs by itself in
just minutes. When the line is
plugged in and the software is
installed, I call a LOCAL number and
suddenly, I'm almost there. I click on
"Netscape " and I'm up and running.
Look at the picture at the top of
this page. I found this outfit in
California one night when I was just
fooling around. 1 can lookup info on
woodturning organizations all over the

orld and see what is going on. They
are usually happy to share ideas. In
fact, most Internet users have email
capability. I can email the members
of another club about a turning
problem and they are usually more
than happy to accommodate me.
There are lots of woodturning clubs
on the net. In fact, you can get tons of
woodworking information or
information on just about anything.
Last month, I asked for, and
received free, information on kitchen
cabinets. What else is available? I
find 'Volvo parts on the net. Medical
information. Investing infonnation.
Porter-Cable tools. Even Highland
Hardware is on the Web! Name it,
it's there.
For the sake of brevity, I did
simplify much of the technical stuff in
this article. But there is a whole
world of woodturners out there, so
don't be afraid to jump in. Maybe
Microsoft had something when they
coined the phrase, "Where do you
want to go today?" —tm
Next time: Some of the very best
woodshops and woodturners to visit
on the World Wide Web.
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New Woodworking My Turn...
Magazine This Fall
It's been a great summer, the sympositun is over and it's time to turn to one
Talbert McMullin

of my favorite times of the year. It's now that I turn (no pun intended) my thoughts
There will be a new
to football, cool weather, and the holiday season. Maybe autumn is my favorite
woodworking magazine out this
season because this is when my turning season really begins. I like to make gifts for
fall called More
Woodturning.
everyone in the family. I started this about five years ago with pens. They were a hit
Fred Holder, Editor and
with everyone, including me. While the local merchants don't particularly care for
Publisher, told TAW Quarterly
my attitude, it gives me the chance to give everyone something unique while saving
that the new tabloid will include me a little money and the insanity of the malls at Christmastime. My brother said it
information on just about every
best, "It's really special and means so much because it's hand made just for me". He
aspect of turning. There will
uses that pen to this very day and gets a lot of comments about it.
even be a gallery of projects
Maybe you have some ideas about turning gifts this holiday season. My
every month from photos sent by mother-in-law collects kaleidoscopes. She will get one this year. Everyone likes
readers.
bowls. Ladies seem to never have enough eanlngs. I will be turning a few se;ts of
The editor and publisher, is
those tills fail. My sister wants some kind of turned box to store candy on her coffee
an experienced journalist, with
table. Listen to what people say, you will be surprised at what you find out. Believe
40 years of experience, 20 of
me, they will give you ideas.
those as a publisher. Holder has
You will notice we have expanded to four pages with this, our second issue.
published articles for American
We still need articles, tips, and ideas from everyone. We still need someone who can
Woodturning, the British
draw with CAD or just by hand. You will also notice that our photos have improved
Publication, Woodturning, and is thanks to John, who now scans the negatives directly onto a computer and then
currently newsletter editor of the forwards the images on diskette where they are inserted directly onto the newsletter.
Seattle chapter of Seattle AAW. Thariks John, for your invaluable help.
#
Those interested in a
subscription should sent $30.00
(for 12 issues) to More
Woodturning, 930 South Falcon
The Tennessee Association of Woodturners normally meets on the first Tuesday
Road, Camano Island, WA
night of every month except August. If the first Tuesday falls on a major holi day, the
meeting is held the second Tuesday of that same montli. Meetings begin promptly at
TAW Quarterly is published in June, September,
December, and March of every year and is mailed free 7:00pm. We meet at Madden's wood shop of the campus of the Baptist Children's
of charge to members. Membership in the Tennessee
Association of Woodturners is open to anyone with an Home in Franklin, TN. Take 1-65 to Concord Road Exit #71. Go west to Franklin
Road. Go south on Franklin Road to Wikle Road. Turn left and then turn left again
interest in the craft of woodturning. Annual dues are
$25.00.
at70I9Wikle. Go to the first building on the right. Meeting times and dates may
change
for special occasions and are posted in the monthly bulletin.
Officers :

Future Meetings

Next Meeting: Sharpening tips and demo by Charles Alvis.
Bring a tool to sharpen. This w7/ be a hands-on program.

President: vacant
Vice President: Grant McRorie
373-8840
Secretary: Pat Matranga
227-2240
Treasurer: Mike Zinzer
290-8652 ,
Librarian: Gordon Hedde
832-2928
Editor: Talbert McMullin
832-2184

;

Items for newsletter are welcome. If you have an item
for the newsletter, please send to Talbert McMullin,
109 Bart Drive, Antioch, TN 37013-3555 or call at
832-2184. Deadline for submissions to Winter issue is
November 10. Next issue will be mailed a day or two
after Thanksgiving.

01996, Tennessee Association of
Woodturners. All rights reserved.

Grant McRorie presides at the new permanent T A W meeting place: The Baptist
Home for Children in Brentwood, TN.

