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[bookmark: _Hlk213505379]Isaiah 12:1–3, 6
1 You will say in that day: “I will give thanks to you, O Lord, for though you were angry with me, your anger turned away, that you might comfort me. 2 Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the Lord God is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.” 3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. . . 6 Great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.

[bookmark: _Hlk213505504]Luke 21:5–9, 12–15
5 And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and offerings, he said, 6 “As for these things that you see, the days will come when there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” 7 And they asked him, “Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when these things are about to take place?” 8 And he said, “See that you are not led astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go after them. 9 And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, but the end will not be at once. . . 
12 “They will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors for my name’s sake. 13 This will be your opportunity to bear witness. 14 Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate beforehand how to answer, 15 for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict.” 

Isaiah says he will trust and not be afraid, for God is his strength, his song, and his salvation (12:2). Therefore he can say “with joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation” (12:3). From your experience of salvation, you can draw strength and joy. Wedged between the messianic chapter 11 and the oracle against Babylon in chapter 13, Isaiah 12 is an unusual and joyous passage, reading like a very optimistic psalm. It has a very personal tone; he experienced God as being angry with him, but then turning toward him to comfort him (12:1). Now he knows God is offering him the joy of salvation.
The connection with the gospel passage is this: Just as we draw water from the wells of salvation, so will we be able to draw inspiration directly from the Spirit in the hour when it is needed. We don’t need to pre-plan how we will respond in an hour of crisis. We need to remain open to the Spirit and allow the Spirit to move us, whenever we are unjustly accused. “I will give you a mouth and wisdom” (21:15), Jesus says. We will be able to bear witness. One who bears witness, in Greek, is a martys or martyros. It’s where we get our word “martyr.” A martyr is a witness. 
The gospel passage begins with the apostles marveling at the beauty of the temple architecture, and Jesus responding that not one stone will be left upon another. When will this happen? They ask. He doesn’t answer directly, but says don’t believe it when people come claiming to be him (21:8). Don’t believe them. And don’t be terrified when wars come. The end is not yet. He says that many things will happen that do not tell us the end is here, and we should not let them make us afraid. 
Well, wars did come, in 66 A.D., when the Jews foolishly rebelled against Rome, and were crushed as a consequence. But still that was not the end. What was important for the believers was that they be in the Spirit, so they could respond in the moment. Some Christians received a message to flee to Pella, a Gentile city, when the war broke out ( Eusebius, Church History 3, 5, 3).
[bookmark: _Hlk214262699][bookmark: _Hlk214262733]Before this, while the apostles were still preaching throughout the empire, Peter and some other apostles were brought before the Sanhedrin and told to stop preaching. Peter responded “We must obey God rather than any human authority” (Acts 5:29). Then the Pharisee Gamaliel spoke up and said we have to let them speak; if their message is of human origin, it will fail, but if their message is of God it cannot be stopped (Acts 5:38–39), and the council decided to flog rather than to kill those apostles. Of course, it’s almost as bad to flog people who are sent by God as it is to kill them. It shows how cruel and foolish people are when they let themselves be dominated by fear and anger.
Let’s return to the idea of drawing water from the wells of salvation. Obviously, we draw hope and inspiration from our experience of salvation, but more than that, we really draw life-force from it. There’s inward power in the certainty of salvation. And it really is inward. You don’t get any external proof, miracles, a halo, or any other external sign. You get assurance, a feeling of purpose, a certainty of direction, your own sense of spiritual taste, and an ability to empathize with others. Unconscious by-products of this inward certainty include authenticity, self-knowledge, and emotional clarity. One can gain these qualities without hyper-serious introspection and self-discipline. They come naturally if one is living the spiritual life. “Every good tree bears good fruit,” Jesus said (Matt 7:17). And again, “if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light” (Matt 6:22). The “eye” stands for the essential state of your spiritual heart; if it is healthy, your whole life will be healthy.
Some people on Quora answered a question “what was your life’s most meaningful religious experience?” A woman named Liz described an occasion when she was alone with her 3-month-old baby who wouldn’t stop crying. She wasn’t hungry or wet or in pain. Nothing Liz did was working, and she started to get more frustrated and angry. She then prayed to God “help me, I don’t know what to do, I don’t want to do something drastic to make her stop, help me,” and she was suddenly enveloped in warmth and love; her frustration and anger lifted, even though the baby continued to cry for another 10 minutes, before stopping. She thinks that her own frustration was fueling the baby’s, and creating a vicious cycle, which God helped to break, “and I was able to soothe my baby,” she wrote. Another mother, named Carol, spoke of what happened to her son after he had to drop out of college and became very depressed. He prayed “If anyone is listening or cares — show me you’re there!” He seemed to see a bunch of light seeds settle upon him. He felt comforted, and believed that he had been answered. (www.quora.com/What-was-your-lifes-most-meaningful-religious-experience)
These experiences vary widely from person to person. At least in these two incidents, the experience came at a time of great need and crying out. There are other times that the experience comes unannounced, and even unsought-for, just a surprising visitation of blessings, sometimes lasting only seconds. One never knows when one of these remarkable experiences may come.
May you be blessed in your spiritual walk, whether you have any remarkable momentary experiences such as these, or only have a slow-growing sense of safety and confidence. Draw water from your wells of salvation. God will bless you in your spiritual walk.

