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More Than a Sermon
By R.A.

So where do | start? | guess I'll start when | left Oregon on the run, and the county sherniffs were on a manhunt for me
becausa of the commaercial burglaries I'd committed. There was a $15,000 reward on my head and the police had just
kicked in the door of my motel. When | came back to my room | seen that all of my burglary tools were lined up neat and
in rows on my bed. | looked over and the drawer to my vanity was opened and all of my empty coke bindles, empty plastic
meth bags, along with my spoon and several needles were also in neat rows on a white towel on top of the vanity. Yes,
the police had me and they had taken pictures of my criminal paraphemalia. Just then my neighbor ran inte the reom and
said, "The cops are [ooking for you. They just left.” It didn't take a brain surgeon 1o se6 that | was about to get pinched!

| grabbed my get away bag and took off out the door. | was no sooner halfl way down the allay when the cops hit my
metel. | wanied to run but | knew that if | did | would draw attention to myself so | casually walked down the street and
hopped on the metro bus. | was headed towards the outskirts of Portland, with every fiber of my being sereaming RUN!
But instead | casually, once again, made myy way out o the highway and began hitchhiking. | walked all night long and
then realized, | would be running my whola life.,

What | was running from was a ten year prison term. See, | had two criminal groups going on in separale areas and the
state police had figured out that | was the ring leader of both of them. VWhen thesa men were arrested and given five years
each in the state prison, my friend's mom said to me, "Tum yourself in, all you will do is ten years at the most.” As | contin-
ved to walk the freeway, her words from a few weeks earlier achoed in my mind, | was at war with myself. | never give up
or surrender. Dutlaws don't tum themselves in, outlaws run! At that moment | looked up and seen a huge mushroom cloud
and thought "Great, now it's going to rain,” And right then & Volkswagen pulled over and gave me a ride, As soon as |
jumiped in the car | thanked them for the nde and said, "It looks like it's about to rain.” They answerad, "Mo, Mount S1
Helen just erupled.” | think that was around May of 1980, What | am sure of is that Mount St Helen blew her top the day |
was running from that ten year term,

I started doing meth and cocaine when I was 14 years old, | was young is all | know, and at this point I'm now on the run, |
made it to where my mom lived and like a true ocutlaw mother she had an idea. She told me, "Don’t wommy. Your real name
is R.D., send away for your birth cartificate and get an 1D in your real nama.” So | did. | even went 50 far as to get a GED
and a driver's license. In 1282, | left there where | was living and went to Utah where | was able to get a job at a wrecking
yard pulling parts off of cars. One night | got drunk and drove a man out o Eureka 50 he could get his cloths from his ex-
girflfriend. But whan wa got there she pulled a gun out and started shooting at us. We jumped in the car to take off but
when we backed up we ran up over the edge of a hill and got stuck. | started to walk down the street to see if | could find
some help when | ran up on a twa ton dump truck, | decided to gel inside and when | did | discovered the keys in the
igniticn, 30 | took off with it. The truck only went a short distance when the transmission went out. | got out and started
walking, again. Soon | found an unlocked car at & farm house, 1 got in it and found that the keys were in it as well, 5o, |
siole that vehicle too and ended up getting pulled over and taken o jail for, you guessed it, auto thefl, It seems the car that
I had stolen belonged to a Wah County Judge's wife. Ironically, when | went to court | stood before that very judge, and he
told me, "Mo long haired hippée from Washington is going to get off ihat easy!” He planned on giving me five years in a
Litah prison.

S0, as | sal in the county jail there in Uiah | turned to the Lord Jesus Christ and prayed every day. | promised the Lord that
if He got me out of this mess | would stop all my sin, stealing, fornication, dealing drugs, drinking, smoking , cussing etc.
I's funny how quick we are to realize our sin, and that we need to stop our sin, when we are in a situation where only the
Lord can save us. In jail, | would read the Bible every day and pray for the Lord to get me out of that five year prison term.
| didn't really understand everything that | was reading but | kept believing that God could get me out. Then the day came
that | was to go to court and be sentenced. As | set there an eldery lady came in and spoke to the bailiff, and he pointed
at me, Sha then tumed to ook at the judge, said someathing to him and weant into a litte room behind the judge’s seat,
Then the judge went in, and then the bailiff and the county attorney. My lawyer looked at me and said, "I'd betler go and
find out what's up” and he left, About 10 minules later the eldedy lady walked out of the courtroom erying, and than my
lavyar came oul shaking his head and saying, "It's a miracle, you're getting out of jail today.”

MNow remember, I'm on the run from a ten year prison term in Sregon, When 1 asked my lawyer what he meant he said,
*That eldery lady that just ran out of here crying is the owner of the car that you stole. She asked me if you had any family
anywheare and | told her yas, you had a sister in Califormia, Then she turmed 1o her husband, the judge and said, "You'd
better let that boy go, today, to go be with his family or elsel® On that day, | knew and believed the God of the Bible was
true and raal, and that He got me ot of jail, Thare was no doubt in my mind, and even my lawyer said, "God performed
miracle in your life today.” | was released that day with ime served with the 30 days | was there in the jail. And probation
that would be transferred to California. Unfortunately, 1 got out of jail, got drunk and started smoking again. Twd of my
main promises to God were already broken.
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| wasn'l supposad o leave Uah until they could transfer my probation but because it was the Thanksgiving holiday they
allowed me 1o leave for two weeks, So | called my sister in California and she bought me a bus licket to Phoenix wherne |
would change buses to get to California. Along with the bus ticket my sister sent me some cash so that | could get some
food and smokas, But instead | bought booze and weed, and that fast | broke a third promise to God of not doing drugs.
After | got on the bus | met a gid and we started partying and eventually making out. The bus made a stop in a little town
in Arizona for an howr, 50 we walked up the street 1o a high school, | broke into the basament there where we were all
alone. We smoked some pol and fornicated. Once we got back on the bus and it took off | realized I'd dropped my weaed in
the basement of that high school. So now I'd broken promise number four, that | would not fornicate any mora. Basically
I'd failed the Lord even though He had gotten me cut of jail and proven to me that He was real. | didn't keep up my end of
the deal.

Believe me, I'm going somewhere with this ...

Once | got to Califonia, 1 figured | would just take the bus back the same way so | could get the weed I'd lost in the high
school, but when | did the bus went a different way. Itwent up through Las Vegas and into Utah. Once back in Utah proba-
tion transferred me back to California, but it took a week. When | was finally done and could leave Utah my sister didnt
hawve the money for a bus ficket. S0 1 got a ride with a truck driver, | told him about that small town in Arizona, and the high
school down the street. When | asked him if he was going that way and would he stop there, he said, "Yes, it's on my
way.” But when we stopped at the thal store/gas station/bus stop in thal small town in Anzona, there was no high school o
be seen, The stora was the same, but thare was an empty lot where the high school should have been. At that paint and
time, | was scared and thought that some evil curse was now on my life because of all my broken promises to God.

I would get off of drugs and stay clean only by going to church and attending A&, meetings but | newver would fully surren-
der and give Jesus my whale heart and life. So needless to say, | would always go back to using drugs, dealing and sex
addiction. Then | ran from Califemia o Lake Tahoe, and then to Las Vegas. From Vegas back to Los Angeles and then
over to Prescolt, Arizona. In Prescotf, | got clean again and staried a roofing company. | did okay for about six years, but
because | would not fully surrander to Jesus Christ, again | started using drugs and dealing. From 2006 to 2008, | had two
arrests for ransportation of dangerous drugs for sale, meth. In 2008, | was looking at 20 yvears flat. ©n my second count
the sentence was ten year mitigated; fifteen years presumptive; and twenty years max,

At that point the Lord spoke to my heart and said, "Robert, vou deserve 20 years in prison. You have been a meth dealer
since you weare 14 years old. Bul, if yvou will take tha 10 year lerm, | will save you and show you mercy.” That's when | sur-
rendered to the Lord for the first time ever in my life. Did you just see that the Lord said 10 years? God is not mocked,
whatever a man sows, that he will also reap! The 10 year sentence | deserved from Oregon finally caught up with ma. |
must now pay the piper.

In prizson, | followed the Lord fully. He told me, "Give up everything. Mo TA., no card games, wordly music etc. Spend all
of your time in the Word of God and prayer.” So | got the Bible on CD. I've listened to the Bible over 130 times. Still today,
| study the Bible, listen only (o the Bible and Christian music ... and a lol of prayer o pass my ime. In 2012, | slarted a
Bible study in Yuma, six days a week. Thera were between 20 and 30 men each night that would come and hear me
preach. | was also training other men to preach. Early 2013, | got reclassed to come 1o this other prison. So, | turned that
Bible study over 1o the faithful men that came each night there. On the night before | was to leave that yard, | was about to
go o sleep, when the Lord spoke to my heart and said, "Ninety Days."

S0 | marked my calendar, July 2013, And | waited with anticipation for the day to come, Whan that day came, it was the
first day | had the opporunity to go outside the prison to work as a trustee. Of all jobs, my job was in St Johns. Four days
a week we would go o 3t Johns to the Annex building and court house (o clean the bathrooms, vacuum, take out the
trash and fix the broken things there, At that point, | thought the fulfilment of the 80 days meant that | would be partly free,
working outside the prison. Excited about that | quickly forgot about the word God gave me, like | said, | figured it was ful-
filledd,

Here it comes ...

About three or four weeks went by and one day I'm in the basement of the Annex building doing some cleaning and my
boss said, "Go o the truck and gel me a screwdnver.” 5o | wenl oul the backdoor of the basement, and all of a sudden it
felt as though | had been there before. Then | thought that I'd seen this place in a dream, because | see things in my
dreams that come true. So | got the screwdriver and | took it to my boss. Whean we were finished my boss asked me to
wait for him in the truck. As I'm sitting in the truck, I'm looking at the front of the Annex building and | notice that up above
it says "High School', Then | looked down the street and low and behold thers was the store and the gas station whare my
bus had made a one hour stop all those vears ago. This building was the exact place where | had sinned with that gir, and
broke my promise (o the Lord,

.. continued on page 9
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THIS IS THE CONFIDENCE WE HAVE IN APPROACHING GOD: THAT IF WE ASK ANYTHING ACCORDING TO HIS
WILL, HE HEARS UsS. AND IF WE KNOW THAT HE HEARS US - WHATEYVER WE ASK - WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE
WHAT WE ASKED OF HIM. 1 JOHN 5:14-15 (NIV)

Wramer Jlognosts
Thank you for the card and words. | pray all is well with
everyone. We have been locked down because of the corona-
virus. We could use your prayers, three guards have tested

positive, but like the Word says, "Be not alarmed.” No prison-
ers have gotten sick, yveL It has gotten real crazy n here a lot
of men are scared and asking for prayer. Praise God, thank you

Jesus some of them have come to Jesus ... LG

Hello out there, please pray for our country. Pray far our
lzaders, there's a lot of fear out there, Please be safe wherever
you are all at. Please pray for me, too, I'm battling with the old

spirit of lust and pride. | need your prayers, keep giving

everyone hope behind those prison walls ... Ho.

Az we go through this covid-19 pandemic, it is my pray that
the entire body of Christ pray ... .M.

Thank you for the card and the newsletter. Y'all taking the
time to write back and forth with me is so awesome. | hope
that one day | get to hang out and maybe even get in the
wind with some of y'all. Two of the things | look forward to
the most after | finish up my elght years are getting into a
church with folks | fit in with and love God and going for a
ricde, | have a couple specific prayer request that | would like
to share with you. My mother has been in the hospital a lot
evver the last vear, COPD and other breathing issues. We lost
my oldest brother in November 2018 and mom took it real
hard. | believe it has taken an actual physical toll on her. | pray
for her to find peace and health in God, The second thing is
this fire season is coming up fast and | pray that we have a
safe, solid season. Being on a wildland fire crew is a blessing
and | pray that my walk serves as a witness for Christ to every-
body | wiork with. | believe that God will use our past and our
present for His glory, So, 1 say, "Here | am Lond, you can use
e | want to be available vou know. | kope yall keep doing
what you do ... God bless y'all... BA.

| haven't spoken to or heard frem any of my family in this
time, although I've tried to write them all, amd | will continue
to, and trusting in the Lord's plan for me, IUs no secret e had
a rough time of these last three years. However, I'm expecting
change and a new seasan (o begin soon! Praise God! Pleasa
keep me in prayer concerning communication with my famiky,
especially my sans, and tor God's favar on reducing “in
custody level”, | thank vou in advance, knewing you'll fulfill moy
request for prayer ... M.D.

Lord, we collectively stand together and pray for the Corona-
virus to die and our economy to rebound in a supernatural
way ... M.A.

Praise Neports
5o, long time no talk. To say that | have been busy here in
prison would be an understatement. You will be happy to
hear though that | have been doing what you had sug-
gested to me while | was in the county jail. | was made the
worship leader of our yard, faith based church, shortly after
my arrival here. In the Swresoe for Gk newsletter, | saw
that my song "Singing to My Lord” was published. That
really made me feel good knowing that vou all thought it
was good enough to print. | long to watch as people go
arcund in circles trying to find a way to escape through drug
use, Everyone on the yard knows that | do NOT support that
lifestyle and show me respect by keeping it away from me.
Whenever somecne wishes to give sober living a try I'm
blessed to be able to help them. Many have warned me that
| arm going 1o get burnt, but yet | refuse ta NOT try and bring
some light to this dark place. In one of our first letters, |
spoke about feeling very abandoned by not only my family
and friends but the world alse. | am happy to report though
that | am in no way feeling the same. Instead, | have baen
bleszed to have found my way into a truly close and genuine
relationship with my Lord Jesus Christ. And currenthy | am
working my way through the Maximized Manhood book
and finding it to be very helpful and making a true impact
on my way of thinking. The relationship between me and my
family has gotten so much better that it is mothing short of a
miracle. After over ten years of not speaking with my brother
he has said that he is willing to communicate with me AND
weork on our relationship ... DUKD.

Hello there family. | don't know how to fill out this money
order and as | could put the wrang information, I'll leave it
up te you, Even upon my release | still rermember to tithe,
Since I've been out the Lord has heard my cries in the wilder-
ness and He has blessed me very much. | almost gave up
down here but the Lord has placed the right people in my
path. He has ot forsaken me. Thank you all for your
thoughts and prayers. This tithe is to help you further spread
the Message behind those prison walls. ... HJ.

As | confront the anxiety of getting out soon I'm finding
great comfart by resting in God's Ward, especially in Colos-
sians 3:3. Here's a quote in conjunction with that verse. "We

do not stand in the world bearing witness to Christ. We
stand In Christ bearing witness to the world” | am complete
and fully effective in Him where Hea is my strength, my shield

and my song. Most definitely He s my Song ... B.M.

In 1999, | ran away from my calling and ended here in prison,

my discbedience caused me to be chastised by my Heavenly

Father and | am glad about it. The Bible says despise not the
chastisement of the Lord, Praise His Name ... LM.
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Bowl Of Cherries
By P.O.

I'm sure you all have heard the saying 'Life's a Bowl of Cherries - But | got all the pits'. Now look at that phrase and think
how God must feel when you say that. Well, I'm here to tell you that "God does not make any trash!® Mo one's life is
perfect except God's. So baing an un-parfect human being I'm going to let God take control concarning that saying I'm
going to reach out to all the wordd, the downtrodden, the brokenhearted, the abused sexually, mentally, as well as physi-
cally, the poor, the sickened, the lonely and drug addicied that | hope this word reaches. This also goes for all those who
think or believe that saying!

The reason | quoted "God doasn't make any trash™ is because I'm referring to all the above mentioned peaople all over the
world. In Japan, way up in the mountains, they have these beautiful chemy rees. Not one iree is the same, just as us
human beings God created, are all different in skin colors, beliafs, raligions, jobs, elc. Those cherry trees bloom a flower
one time each year and not b0 of the flowers are the same either. When these irees bear fruit people from all arcund the
world eat from them and they throw the pit's in the trash, on the ground and everywhere.

Think about this for a second. You may say that your life is a bowl of pits. Have you ever thought of taking one of those
pils, loving it, praying over it and trusting in God to raise up out of that pit that someone let go of 1o witness the most beau-
tiful cutcome, a cherry tree, from prayer and faith? The pitfalls, hard times, trials, tribulations, hurts, pains, sicknesses,
heartbreaks, addiction battles, loss of loved one ara all pits’. The best thing we can do with those pits is to bury them,
have faith, pray and trust in our Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus, the Son of God who died on the Cross for all of our sins
and those pits.

No matter what pit falls into your path in this life, plant it! Pray over it with true unbiased love and faith in Christ Jesus. |
can and will tell vou all, from my own experences, God will turn those pils into a blessing every single time. A beautiful
blessing of His love and mercy for whal you're going through. You see, just as those beautiful chemy trees, God doesn't
make trash. The seads/pits of those cherry trees continue to produce more and more beautiful cherry trees. And in life, if
we continue to rely on God, in faith and love He will continue to bring beauty into our lives out of the pits we come acrnoss
through the experiences in each of our lives,

I'm not at all saying that we as human beings will never have problems arise. They're just frials and fribulations, BUT!
When we devote all of our trust, faith, hope and love in the One true God, our Lord and Savior, we WILL see the beauty
come ouk of those trials and tribulations (pits). So the next time you feel that life's a bowl of pits and you feel like giving up
- remember the beauly of God's cherry trees and have faith, Keep praying and believing and as God answers you 100 will
see all of the beauty. Giving all the praise and glory o God!

"PRAYER"
By H.A.M.

To the beloved G343 family, all of you there are such a blessing, and are greatly appreciated. | hope the message
enclosed, entitled "PRAYER™, blesses all who read it. May the Shalom of heaven be poured out abundantly on Living
Word Bible Church and of course the entire S\Sus staff,

There's vehement comparalives between the days spoken in Isaiah 5§9:1-15 and our present day. You go ahead and read
those Scriptures for yourselves. Then in fsaiah 59:16, "He saw that there was no man, And wondered that there was
no intercessar, Therefore His own arm brought salvation for Him; And His own righteousness, it sustained Him. "
Then in Isaiah 63:5, again God, " looked, but there was no one o help, and [ wondered That there was no one (o
uphoid; Therefore My own arm brought salvation for Me; And My own fury, It sustained Me.” His awe at their, and
unfortunately, still our delinquency continues,

If you wonder how effective fervent prayer moves God, just read prayerfully the words of God here in Ezekief 22:21-31,
*Again the word of the LORD came to me: "Son of man, say to the land, "You are a land that has not been
cleansed or rained on in the day of wrath,' There is a conspiracy of her princes within her like a roaring lion
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tearing its prey; they devour people, take treasures and precious things and make many widows within her. Her
priesis do viokence fo my law and profane my holy things; they do not distinguish between the holy and the
conmmon; they teach that there is no difference between the unclean and the clean; and they shut their eyes to
the keeping of my Sabbaths, so that | am profaned among them. Her officials within her are like wolves fearing
their prey; they shed blood and kill people to make unjust gain. Her prophets whitewash these deeds for them by
false visions and lying divinations. They say, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says' - when the LORD has not
spoken. The people of the land practice extortion and commit robbery; they oppress the poor and needy and
mistraat the foreigner, denying them justice. | looked for someone among them who would build up the wall and
stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land so | would not have fo destroy it, but | found no one, So | will
pour out my wrath on them and consume them with my fiery anger, bringing down on their own heads all they
have done, declares the Soverelgn LORD. " Yel through Moses' intercessions their nation was saved over and over. In
Psalm 106: 23 God's Word states, "So He said He would destroy them - had nof Moses, His chosen ane, stood in
the breach before Him 1o keap His wrath from destroying them. ®

We are 30 blessed 1o have overcome instructions such as found here in Hebrews 4:16, "Let us therefore come boldly
to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace fo help in time of need.” How powerful prayer is
Prayer can bring God's angel’s rushing to back our faith phenomanally! (Also read 2 Kings 6:15-17 and Daniel 10:13)
Angel's eagerdy await deployment. "Are they not all ministering spirfis sent forth to minister for those who will
inherit salvation?" (Hebrews 1:14)

It's true, satan®s hold on lives can be shattered. How? Ephesians 6:78 states, "praying always with all prayer and sup-
plication in the Spirit, baing watchiul to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the sainis”™ The
word perseverance’, in the Mermiam Webster's Diclionary is explained; (as in an underiaking) in spite of difficulties. To God
a miracle is just another one of His works. Thal's why Jesus called His miracles as ‘works'. Look hare at John 9:4, =7
s Mokttt rkslo e mbwhals e n A elwiialintsidayiteldighigh sleamio gl enlinelo nele d e et Ll ER B e )
10:25,32,37-38 “Jasus answered them, "Gl pren, s poom b e EaliEs, Wie e (e el o Gy Falbars

g et el e d vt s s ta IMCESEIM el oo dlw otk st ecls Howilyalfrerm M B thor S E gl e la i e s Piverh <
dajoutsraneide 28NifiidolnoldelihielwonkslafMyEatherlidalnanbelie velte Mt fifd ot oughlgauidofinoy

e lieveleire e velt iebworh s tha eanlma ko awdan i e le velitia el Eathe sl e anal il it

God doasn't always guarantee a miracie, but He is always listening for His will to prevail for His glory. Evan Christ's dis-

ciples were perplexed when un prepared as Jesus explained here in Matthew 17:21, “miermg, (s Mo dres e e
] RN By arEET B (BT God's power through prayer will move prevailingly stubborn mountains, Mountains
symibolize various difficulties, problems, ilinessas and hindrances as seen above in Matthew 17:21.

We all will have to face mountains. But God does not intend for us 1o be stopped by them. We as Christian Overcomers
are to accept them as challenges. That is to tum them in to mole hills or o authoritatively pray them into obliteration. |
have found that one of the most moving fervent prayers recorded in the Bible is in Darvel 9:3=-19. | encourage you all (o
read and meditate on these Scriptures. Fromise and prayer go together. That's how God has ordained prayer to acoome-
plish His purposes. Tha Sword of the Spirit, found in Ephesians 6:17, can bring the most rebellious through prayer and
testimony unto salvation.

I'd like to close with suggesting the following praver: "Lord, here are my hands; | consecrale them fo You. May they never
fouch anything thal wold dishonar You, May they never go where You would not be seen. Lord, here are my eyes, may
they never look upon anything that would grieve the Holy Spiril. May my ears never listen to anything dishonoring fo Your
mame. May my mouth never be opened o speak a word that | would nof want You fo hear. May my mind never relfain a
thought nor an imaginalion that wouwld dim the sense of Your presence, In Jesus Haly name, AMEN!
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Foots ible Study ot
Isaiah 45:1-46:13

Remember that our lives hawve all kinds of experiencas bath light and dark, which are needed for us to grow spiritually.
Since God is ruler owvear bath light and dark, when God's ime comes, we thank God for those using our prospernty for Him.
Also, when bad times come ask what we can gain from them S0 we can become better senvants for God, (45:7)

God's promises are out in the open for any and all o s2e 50 we wer ave o doubt God or be uncertain when we trust in

our God of truth and rightecusness. (45:18-19) £
God created us and cares for us, His i ng, He w ua focare for us our whole lives and beyond.
(46:1=14) "

God is unique in His control for the future
desire 1o pursue safely, jov, and peace s

God not only offers us hope for the future,
His salvation for it's availatle right now. {4

antion is to follow through with His plans. When wa hava the
v -":- d to remember cur commitment o God. (46:8-17)

Ephesians 4:1-32

God has picked us 1o be Jesus’ represental
deserve the calling that was freely givento
standing. Remember people are watching and

Gad has given the church a huge responsibility of making disciplas in evan
impossible. It is in our nature to overestimate what we can accomplish
group. As the body of Christ, we'll get more done together than

God has forgiven us, not because we have forgiven others but only because
begin o know and understand His mercy the more we will want 10/belike |

v us the challenge to live lives that
gtient, peaceful, gentle, and under-
Jesus Christ in you, (4:7-2)

ﬂl wie had to do this alone it would be
anderestimate all that is possible as a
=am of doing all on our own. (4:12-13)

Psalm 69:1-36 ﬂi
When we become devastated by tragedy or death we do not nead I faspair and hearache because we have a
God we can tumn to and trust and we ask Him to help us. Through G cried will not have baan in vain. (§9:3)

Qur only true source of happiness is God. We can obtain eve g joy, justbe seeking Him. If you truly seek God and
live as He tells you (Matthew 6:33-34), true joy will be quick to fo 59: 3.

Proverbs 24:13-14

These verses are a reoccurring theme in Proverbs. We should all strive for wisdom, for wisdom is what helps us become
betier people. (24:13-14) -

“Foot” Notes

Hey brothers and sisters, wa've all bean around those '.ulgﬂﬂalm that, *I'm going to do this or change that as soon

as | get out.” So, thinking on that, | want you all to know that God can change all that right now and there's no

batter time to work on yourself than right now, when you've got unlimited time o do so. My lite may look the same

from cubward appearance, but my last thineen years of trusting in God has added beyond belief to my quality of life
regardless of my environment, Don't put off God's ability to change your life unfil you "get out”,

God has given me a family that is closer than | can believe, I've got fr
love but will also tell me when I'm being an idiot. They are alwan
your life as well just ket Himin,

ters (inend-sisters) of mercy who not only show me
& there for me for whatever reason. God will put people in

Love to yva'll short and tall ... Vaya con Dics ... Don't ride faster than your angels can fiyll

Ohercomers for Sfirist P.0. Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85050
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Ty,

More Than a Sermon by R.A, conlinued from page 4
As soon as | realized where | was, the Lord spoke 1o my heart again and said, "Today Robert, vou have kept vour
promises to Me, and know that | am in confrel of your life. | am the Cne who has led you by the hand. | am the One who
has brought you here, | am God Almighty, the Lord Jesus Chnst.” You see, out of all the prisons in Anzona, God brought
me here. Dut of all the town jobs that exist here, He placed me at Apache County in 3t. Johns. | believe that God did this
to show me that | am in His perfect will, And in spite of the fact that He knew | would sin over and over and owver again
when He got me out of jall back In Utah, He siill took care of me by showing me His love, grace and mercy. Every place
that | chose to ga in my self-will, the Lord was actually leading me 5o that He could save me in order to use me 1o furthear
His Kingdom.

One of our greatest obstaces in our walk with the Lord is our inability to trust Him. Do we really trust the Lord Jesus
Christ? If we do, then our faith and frust is seen in our cbedience. TODAY, | am closer to the Lord than | have ever been,
and | am seeking Him to change me by putting His desires, purposes and will deep within my heart, So much 50, that it is
all that | ever wanl.

Mote ... When all of this ook place in regards o stealing the judges wife's car in the fall of 1982, This prison where I'm at
was not even in existence back then, They built this prison in 1884 just so the Lord could bring me here to show me His
infinite love, power, grace and marcy.

Il close with Acts 17:26-28 (KJV), "And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the
earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; That they should seek
the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though e be not far from every one of us; For in him we
five, and move, and have our being; a5 certain also of your own poels have sald, For we are aiso his offspring.”

Mote ... The Editor is including Acts 17:26-28 (MKJV), "And He has made from one blood every nation of men to
dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwell-
ings, so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not
far from each one of us; for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have
said, ‘For we are also His offspring.™

I've had a couple up ¢losa and personal visits from Jesus, by way of 'Oppa’, my Grandpa, Recantly while under (doctor
induced) thifeen and one half hours | seen Oppa sitting on a park bench with the cane that | gave him at a park under a
Magnolia tree. So peacefully sitling with him, | could feel Jesus all around ws. Oppa spoke to me and said he was waiting
for me, that Jesus allewed him 1o come visit with me, We talked for what seemed like days, | was in no pain at all. Gppa
told me it's not my tum yet! Jesus has things He wants me o do, before He brings me home. When he was done he said
he loves me and said | had to go now, | didn't want to. Oppa said they'd be waking me up soon, go. And just then | awoke
to the doctors all looking at me.

They ook me by wheel chair inlo a room full of monitors, and began showing me imageas from five months ago and then
ones from just hours agoe. That's when they told me that the cancer had spread rapidly in five manths and my heart was
dying on the left side. | listened and then | started to question why God answered me. - PO,

Brain Teasers

1. A woman shoots her husband, Then she holds him under water for over 5 minutes, Finally, she hangs him, But 5
minutes later they both go out tegether and enjoy a wonderful dinner together. How can this be?

2. This is anm unusual paragraph. I'm curous as 1o just how quickly you can find out what is so unusual about it. It looks so
ordinary and plain that you would think nothing was wrong with it. In fact, nothing is wrong with it! It is highly unusual
though. Study it and think about it, but you still may not find anything odd. But if you werk at it a bit, you might find out. Try
to do so without any coaching!
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What Others Are Saping...

"I wanted to let you know how much your newsletter and ministry has blessed me and others that | share your material
with, | first kearned about your ministry after attending a Prison Fellowship weekend seminar, | really kook forwand to
hearing about the many testimonials thal are featured in each piece of literature. If's awesome 1o know about other
inmates who are dealing with similar struggles while incarcerated, | also want to share how much | enjoy seeing pictures
of you and the joy vou have in reaching out 1o us. Thank you so much. May God richly bless you all for your faithful
servica, Laslly, the arbwork featured in each issua is quite inspirational. Many fimes, | will save the cover art, because it
really touches me and lifis me up. Keep up the beautiful artwork. It's glonifying to God. It is wonderful to have something
lovely to look at.” - K.P.

"My brother and friend in Christ, | pray this letter finds you feeling and doing geoed and as always ... Blessed from above!
How is my brother? Thank you for the Christmas card! And | want to thank you for printing my writing in the G343 news-
letter. It's amazing how much just that lifted me. 've kind of been down, a lot of unfortunate things going on with family
over this past yvear, Nathing (o wormy about though my friend. | am under four years now and time is going by swiftly, And
even before | know it those gates will once again opan up for me to preéss fonward on the nighteous path that our Lord has
for mel | love the G548 family!” - MM,

"I zan't tell you how much | appreciate your monthly newsletters. This is my 30th Christmas in prison. If's not always easy
to be upbeat and positive, but | try. Your newsletters are so uplifting, especially the photos. When | look at all the smiling
faces, it does my heart good to know that all of you are there for us. | just want to thank you all again. You do bring joy to
my haart every month, God bless you all.” - G.K.

“Thanks to all of you again for everything. | certainly appraciate your hand of fellowship and thankful for you reaching out

to me a couple of years ago. You and the 3YS45 team are certainly fulfilling Christ's mandate in Matthew 25 by minister-

ing to the body that is incarcerated - | know that Jesus is well pleased with you all. May our God and King richly bless you
and deapen your capacity for ministry, that you be overwhelmed by His relentless love every day. Your brather in Christ.”

-B.M.

"Wade and all the brothers and sisters in Jesus there at the &hwreoners for Grist, when | found this Scripture, 2 Corinthi-
ans 3:3, " You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the
Spirit of the living God, nof on tablefs of stomne but on fablets of human hearts.” | thought of yvou and all those thera
that God has called to help you. Love you brother.” - M.G.

"Dear &hreomers for (Sirist family, may this letter bring joy to your spirit as it leaves my hands. | love receiving your encour-
aging pachet filled with smiles and scripture that help me start my day, The Holy Spint has led me to write you guys,
expressing to all that are invelved “Thank you for bringing a smile to my face.” | am smiling right now as | see God's beau-
tiful children writing and canng for us behind these gates. | would love to share the love and hope of Jesus together
through letters. May our God of hope fill our hearts with joy and peace in beleving that we may abouwnd in hope through
the power of the Haoly Spirit. (Romans 15:73) | am looking forward to hearing from you and getting to know you alll! God
is great even when life isn'L" - AA.

"Dear Ghorsomers for (Shrist, thank you so much for the bithday card. | had just returned from Celebrate Recovery and the
card was waiting. Every year il's always thera. You guys are thoughtful, loving, caring and kind people. My prayers, you
are in them, God is wonderful, and once | stepped back and moved out of my own way, I'm able to see His grace, mearcy
and love. Thanks again.” - A.T.

*®hercomers for (i family! Thank you all for your tireless and steadfast dedication to the ministering of all of us in prisan.
Thank God first and foremost for the blessings He has bestowed upon us all throughout this year past. Qur Father is an
Aweasome Mighty Father, isn't He?!" - 1.5,

"Dear brothers and sisters at (Mwwomers for (3 frist, | pray and hope that this letter finds all you brothers and sisters at
Shereomers for (Shrist in the best of health and upmaest highest of spirits. Thank you for updating my mailing address and
also for putting my sister on your mailing list so that she gets your Shweresers fr (3 fivist newsletters, Thank you also very
much for sending me my beauliful gresting card and these encouraging words from our God and Savior Jesus Chist.
That greeting card put a smile on my face. Please know that | pray for you all, plus | also pray for all the brothers and
sisters who need prayer that are behind thesa walls, because prayer works from God and passes right through these
walls. There's power in prayer. Thank you God and Jesus Christ. God bless all you brothers and sisters at Swriomers
(& fivist. Thank you for doing the Lord service.” - L.Z.
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Happily Incompatible
By Steve Arterburn

"See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? | am making a way in the desert and
sfreams in the wasteland.” - Isaiah 43:19

When asked to reveal his secret for staying married for well over half a century, Billy Graham gave a simple, yet
somewhat paradoxical answer: "Ruth and | are happily incompatible.®

That's a great answer o questions everyone inevitably asks themselves at some point during marriage, "How can | stay
married to this person? And, "Did | marmy the wrong person?

But that, "Did | marry the wrong person? question is a dangerous one. Why?

Because it's framed completely wrong. And wrongly framed questions twist the issue and therefore elicit wrong answers.
Furthermiore, the question is based upon a serious misunderstanding of mamiage itsalf. And misunderstandings create a
fertile field for myths, myths that have the potential to damage your maniage.

When vou married (or when you mary) you made a commitment to do certain things, like love, honor and cherish. There
weren't any "out" clauses in case the person wasn't the right person for you.

Leam to be happily incompatible.

Quote Worthy

"It is not flesh and blood but the heart which makes us fathers and sons."
= Johann Christoph Friedrich von Schiller (1759 - ) a German poet, philosopher, physician, histo-

rian and playwright

ATTENTION ATTENTION Editor's Note ATTENTION ATTENTION

Hello everyone! Over this past year, we have been working with Andrew Wommack Ministries, Charis Bible College, to
have their books and Inmate Bible Study (185 by mail) available o ALL of you that are curmmently incarcerated. The request
was finally approved! This is FREE of change! Each month when you writeé they will ship your requested book, FREE!

To oblain these matenals in either English or Spanish you simply need o owrite: Andrew Wommack Ministries - P.O.
Box 3333 Colorado Springs, CO 80834-3333 and begin o grow even deeper in your relationship with the Lord, Get
started today, your walk will never be the samal

.-h_..:
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Living Word Bible Church Locations

Mesa - 3520 E. Brown Rd. Mesa, AZ 85213 Ahwatukee - 14647 5. 50th St. #1635 Phoenix, AZ 85044
Scottsdale - BA51 E. Anderson Dr. 8105 Scoltsdale, AL 85255  Gilbert - 202 5. Gilben Rd. Gilbert, AF B5296
Florence - Florence High School 1000 3. Main St. Florence, AZ B5132

— — }_—{_ [——
Ministry Tithes & Offerings
Hare is how you can give to the Swrcemers for (SErist ministry:

By check or money order - Make checks payable to Living Word Bible Church and in the memo section put “For Overcomers for
Christ”, Mail your check or money order to PO Box 42023, Phoenix, Arizona 85080

Your giving does qualify as a charitable contribution on your taxes. For donations of less than $250, your cancelled check is suffi-
cient proof for taxes. For donations of 5250 or mare, you will receive a contribution statement from the arganization. If vou have
any questions, please call or write Wade Anderson.

Ohercomers for S firist P.0. Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85080
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Help us be beller stewards by sending your change of address wihen you move 1o help reduce unnecessary waste and expense

EDITORIAL Wade “Duck” Anderson, Michelle Anderson ART & DESIGN John Dobbins PRINTING Living Word Bible Church
Shercemers for (Lirist a Ministry of Living Word Bible Church
wiwhw livingwordonling.org jasenlvingword@gmail.com
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