Last week, 


Genesis 11 was clear about one thing, SLIDE


Abram and Sarai were barren. 



Unable to produce new life, 




the life that they wanted.  

As we move into chapter 12, 


we see a major shift in the narrative.  SLIDE
We move from what life looks like on our own, 


to what life looks like when we trust and follow God.  

Since the fall in chapter 2 of Genesis, 


life went steadily down hill.  



As the life expectancy shortened a



nd we started murdering each other, 




even after a reset with Noah, 



our resistance of God continued 




until we reached the farthest point from God, SLIDE




as we desired to build a way to be with God without.  


I hope you can hear the irony, 



because the writer of Genesis intended it.  

We thought we were all knowing 


that we could build a way to God, 


so that we could be with God again.  



We don't need God's help.  



We can do it ourself.  

Genesis has followed our work through the generations 


and come to Abram and Sarai, 



who after 50 plus years of trying, 




can't create new life.  SLIDE
Abram's story is not the story of death and barrenness, 


but the story of the resurrection.  



So what changes?

On their own, 


Abram and Sarai are barren.  

On our own, 


we are barren.  


We don't provide new life.  

On a good day 


we maintain the status quo.  

On a normal day, 


we take away life more than we give.  

So what hope is there for the world?  


None, SLIDE


until God speaks.  


What hope was there for us on our own?  



None.  




That is, 





until we heard God speaking to us.  



Then things change.

In verse 1, SLIDE

“The Lord commanded Abram,” 



it is an imperative, 

“Leave your country, 


your people 


and your father’s household 



and go to the land I will show you.” 

Why leave?  


Why can't we stay where we are 


and receive the blessings any normal human would want to receive.  

My country, 

people, 

and household are where my well being, 


security, 


prosperity, 


and prominence exist.  

Out there, I am no one.  

Here with my family, 


my people, 


my country, 



I am known.  



I am in a place where I don't need God.  




Where I can get by with a little help from my friends.  

We all know the pull of such a place.  


It works really well 



if you are willing to give up one thing 



and hold onto another.  SLIDE

That is giving up on new life 



and holding onto barrenness.

How often do we decide not to make this trade?  


To stay comfortable, secure, and influential 



but not really creating new life.  

We do it with our health way too often.  SLIDE

A study in 2005 by Alan Deutchsman was published 



finding that a majority of us, 


when given the choice between life or death, SLIDE


choose death 




if life requires substantive change.  

When given the ultimatum to “change or die,” 


more than 50% of us choose death.  


Half of this room would make this choice.  

Businesses, 

marriages, 

and families all follow the same tendency.  


Churches are not exempt.  

I actually first read about the study 


in a book about why churches close or die.  

It is because when given the choice 


between changing how they operate as a church 


or continue the same way, 



many churches decide to do what?  




Die.

Why do we choose to die?  

We need to only look at what Abram's story tells us.  


We would have to go to a place 



that someone else chooses.  


We would have to give up control 


stop being the captain of the ship.  

For our health, 


we would have to listen 


and do what our doctor says.  

For churches, 


we usually need to remember our call 


and reason for existence 



which doesn't match much of what we do.  

For our marriages, 


again we need to remember we are not to be served 



but to serve.  
In all of these areas, 


we know of a few things that we could do 



that would produce life.  


We tend to do the bare minimum 



if any.  

Life support is good enough.  


Who wants to be living fully anyway?

This is where Abram gets credit.  


He actually did it.  

Verse 4 reads, SLIDE

“Abram left as the Lord told him.”  

What was Abram's secret to be able to go?  


Nothing that you and I do not have.  

Abram is given a command which is hard.  

That command is immediately followed by 5 promises.  


The promises are all things God will do.  



“I will make you into a great nation, 



I will bless you; 



I will make your name great, 



I will bless those who bless you, 



and I will curse whoever curses you.”  

God will do all of those things for us, 


so that we can have life.  

These five promises meet the needs that we tend to stay in place for; 


well being with bless you, 


security with great nation, 


prosperity with bless you, 


and prominence with name great.  

You might be thinking 


how is it possible that people would miss out for so long 



on something so good. 

But all of God's promises follow this format.  


Here is the command, 



here is what I promise to do.  


Jesus' call follows this pattern.  



“Take up your cross and follow me.”  


That is a command.  



It is followed by a promise that their life will be saved.

We too can be like Abraham, 


because we have been called to go.  SLIDE
Matthew 28, the great commissions first word is “Go!”


Not necessarily to a new land, 



but a new calling.


“Go and make disciples.”

We have the promises 


that the Spirit will dwell with us, 


our life will be saved, 


we will have the words to say before Emperors and Kings.  

But it will mean drastic change.  


What are you willing to let go of 



and follow God instead, 


so that you might have life abundantly 



instead of minimally?

The model of Abraham SLIDE

is one of abandonment, 


renunciation, 


and relinquishment.  

We see this in him leaving his Father's home.  

We see it again in verse 8 


when Abram calls on the name of the Lord.  

When he does this, 


after making a tour of the Land of Canaan, 


he is turning “to the one called as the single referent of life.”  

He just walked from Haran, 


to Shechem, 


to Bethel.  

After seeing all this land, 


all the people, 


and the gods they worship, 

Abram committed himself 


to the one who had called him.  

He is doubling down on his commitment to God.  

He is ready to live with hope, 


rather than barrenness.  

This means,  SLIDE

“Yearning for what we are not competent to create, 


needing to wait while wanting to grasp.”  

But he is willing to do that.  

Abram sees the land that is promised, but does not take the land that is promised.

What he does instead of taking the promised land by force, 


is he lives with the people of the land.  


He builds relationships with the Canaanites.  

This is in part, 


because of how God commissions him at the end of verse 3.  



“And all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  

Do you see how God's economy works?  


He wants to bless you, 



so that you can bless others.  

When you find yourself blessed, 


it is not just for you, 



but so that someone else might be blessed as well.  

God wants all people to experience what Abram experienced, 


new life.  

Abram was a model for the other people 


to live and receive a blessing from God.  

Which they will, 


if they are willing to follow where God is calling them.  

Which we will be, 


if we follow where God is calling us.

Do you see how God's economy 


is different from our economy?  

Our economy would say, 


“I will bless you, 



but you have to do this for me.”  

God's economy took Abram, 


a barren man and said, 


“I the Lord your God, 



I will make you great.”   

You don't have to be great, 

have promising signs of greatness.  


You just need to follow me.  

These unqualified outsiders, 

this barren couple, 


are called to start a new people, 


an alternative community.  
Luke's gospel understood this call of Abraham on the outsider.  


Four times, 



unqualified people are made part of God's people 




with a title of Abraham.  SLIDE
Mary's Magnificat 


ends with the promise of Abraham, 

the bleeding woman 


Jesus calls a daughter of Abraham, 

the parable of Lazarus 


has the poor man talking with Abraham, 

and Zaccheus story


ends with him being called a son of Abraham.  

All were blessed like Abraham, 


even when they did nothing to deserve it, 



because that is not how God blesses us.  

That is why it is a blessing 


and not a payment.

So do you want to move from barrenness 


to New Life?  

I know I desire to.  

I also know it is possible.  


I have watched it happen this summer.  

Fins and Fellowship started from a place of blessing.  


Lisa and I had a lot of fish 



and she suggested that we hold a community meal.  

I placed a question about what to call it on social media 


and Santosh at Bombay Curry said he wanted to participate 



and cook rice every week.  


Brooke from the STC Farm called 



looking for a way to move some garden greens 




and was soon on board.  

We quickly grew from 35 to 80 people, 


maxing out on the 3rd of July with 120+ people.  

As the season comes to an end, 


people have asked me, 



“Was it successful?”  

Which in church speak means, 


“How many people came to worship 



because of the meal?”  
While there have been some, 


it is not how we were intending on measuring the success.  

We were measuring it 


based on if people were less lonely.  

In that regard, 


we hit it out of the park.  

A community has formed, 


even if just for this summer.  

People know one another better, 


the relationships go beyond these doors, 


and we have created a space where it is easy to bless others.  

Whether that is Steve Brady or Lisa 


cooking up delicious food, 

Lisa, Sheryl, or Su chopping up delicious salads, 


the greens and rice coming in, 


the desserts and sides, 


the dishwashers, 


the table scrubbers, 


the friends telling other friends to come have a home cooked meal.  

We have been blessed 


and we have been a blessing.  

We are living into the call of Abraham well in this area.  


All of these blessings started, 



after we were blessed with an abundance of fish.

This is a snippet of what the new life looks like.  


It is amazing.  

We just needed to move the fish from one table 


to a bigger one.  SLIDE
Barrenness is gone, 


new life is breaking in all around us.  

We just need to be following God 


and going where he sends us.  SLIDE
So will we go, 


or will we die?  

Will we choose new life 


or barrenness.  

That is always the question 


in pursuing our faith.  
4 So Abram left, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. 
6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 
8 From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the Lord and called on the name of the Lord. 9 Then Abram set out and continued toward the Negev. 
Barrenness, new life 


through god and resurrection

Romans 4:17

abraham is 2nd call of God, an alternative community


Call to abandonment, renunciation, and relinquishment

call was notlaw or discipline, but promise


only way out of barrenness



to stay in safety is to remain barren; to leave in risk is to have hope.

Mark 8:35

Imperative followed by a promise


5 first person statements



IIIII


the future to be received by Israel is no accomplishment or achievement by Israel, it is a gift from the one who is able to give good gifts.


Gifts are an index of what we crave: 1 well being, security, prosperity, prominence

Yearning for what we are not competent to create, needing to wait while wanting to grasp

commissioned in 3b

Gal 3:38

the life of Israel under to pronise will energivze and model a way for other nations also to receive a blessing from this God.

Journey as life of faithfulness


Abraham in the oromised land, but does not possess it.

Christians contrasted with every fixed and settled form of life in Acts

calling on God's name means turn to the one called as the single referent of life.
