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Recent Committee Meetings (underlined texts are linked to calendars of meetings with Agendas including Report Packs & Webcasts). 

Wed 9 August	2pm		Planning and Licensing Committee
Thurs 22 August	2pm		Licensing Sub-Committee (Taxis, Private Hire

There was no Cabinet nor Full Council meeting in August.

[bookmark: _bbw5ow50vxn7]CABINET DECISIONS 

There was no cabinet meeting in August.

[bookmark: _3kfer3ta74en]WASTE COLLECTIONS

·  CHECK YOUR BIN DAY
· REPORT A MISSED COLLECTION

Waste collection routes and days changed from 24 June, for great efficiency and cost savings.  Rural Ward villages have been affected more than any of the others, many villages and properties have been regularly missed out, sometimes for weeks as crews changed from their usual route.  Green bin collection misses are particularly irksome because they are paid for as an extra cost.  I have had a large number of emails which involved getting CDC’s the contracts team to take action.  For some reason the reporting tool on CDC’s website sometimes doesn’t allow residents to report themselves.  he service has improved but is not yet at the required standard.  CDC has identified that the biggest reason for the service falling below expected standards has been unexpected staffing shortages at the Ubico depot in South Cerney.  The absence level in August was over double that seen in the same month last year. 
Lack of staff has made the transition to new rounds harder as other staff fill in where they can and has reduced the capacity for supervisors to resolve issues as they have been filling in for drivers.

Shortage of staff and people covering for others has in some cases led to internal miscommunications and misunderstandings which have then led to our contact centre teams giving incorrect information to residents.

The absence position is improving as it normally does at the end of the holiday period and the Ubico HR and management teams are dealing with any issues arising from these absences.  

Thank you to colleagues who are dealing with these issues in their ward and who have reported and flagged them with me and with officers.

CDC hopes that Ubico will be able to bring the waste and recycling service back to an acceptable standard in September.  
So please continue to notify me if your collections are not being carried out according to your schedule. It would be very helpful to have good information about missed collections, such as:

· The address of the property (ies) including postcode (this would only be used to feed back to Ubico, it will NOT be used for other data collection)
· The date of the expected waste collection.  This link is to waste services on the CDC website with the revised calendar and reporting tool: https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/bins-and-recycling/
· The type of waste which has not been collected
· Details of how the report was made - i.e. portal, email or phone.  

[bookmark: _dt0lx8djjgm0]UNSUNG HEROES AWARD

The Unsung Heroes Awards is to acknowledge all the work being done across the district by volunteers who give up their time to help others.  

Residents and businesses have nominated people in their communities who they think have made a difference, from individuals who give up their time to help neighbours, to members of local groups who volunteer to deliver local projects.

The first round of winners will be announced at the next Full Council meeting on 25 September.  This will be a rolling award scheme with winners announced at every Full Council meeting going forward.  You can nominate your Unsung Hero here: www.cotswold.gov.uk/unsungheroes

[bookmark: _6w058mrgsc7y]WOULD YOU LIKE TO ASK A QUESTION TO THE COUNCIL?

A parish councillor recently asked for guidance on asking a question at a full Council Meeting, and I found that guidance for doing so on the Council website is lacking.  

Firstly, inform democratic services democratic@cotswold.gov.uk that you intend to ask a question at full council, it helps them as the Chair will be notified.  You do not have to disclose your question if you don't want to and you have one minute to pose it.
 
The general advice is that you keep your question tight and precise in order to get a good answer.  After your question has been answered/addressed, you are allowed to ask one follow up question.
 
At the meeting, the Chairman will ask whether any members of the public present at the meeting wish to ask a question and he/she will decide on the order.
 
This is relevant guidance from the Council's constitution: 
 
10.1 Open forum questions at Council, Cabinet and Committees

· Members of the public may ask up to two oral spoken questions at Ordinary Meetings of the Council, Cabinet and Committees. A maximum period of fifteen minutes shall be allowed at any such meeting for open forum questions. Prior notice of oral questions is not required. The time limit for an oral question is one minute.
· The Chair will decide on the order of questioners at the meeting.
· Questions must relate to any matters in connection with which the Council, its Committees or the Cabinet, has powers or duties, or which affects the economic, social or environmental well-being of the District.
· Questions must be addressed to a Cabinet Member or the Chair of Council or a Committee or Sub-Committee. If the person asking the question does not identify the Member they wish to put the question to, the Chair will decide which Member should respond, having regard to the subject matter of the question.
· An answer to an oral question may take the form of:

a) a direct oral answer;
b) where the desired information is in a publication of the Council or other published
work, a reference to that publication; or
c) where the reply cannot conveniently be given orally, a written answer circulated
within 10 working days of the date of the meeting to the questioner. The
a written response will be included in the minutes of the meeting.

If the Chair believes, at any time, that the questioner misconducts themselves by behaving irregularly, improperly or offensively or by wilfully obstructing the business of the Council, the Chair may move that the questions may not be further heard.

No discussion will take place on any question, but any Member may move that a matter raised by a question be referred to Council, Cabinet or the appropriate Committee or Sub-Committee. Once seconded, such a motion will be voted on without discussion”.
 
Public questions from the public are held near the beginning of the meeting within the open forum question and answer session of fifteen minutes in total. Questions from each member of the public should be no longer than one minute each and relate to issues under the Council’s remit. At any one meeting no person may submit more than two questions and no more than two such questions may be asked on behalf of one organisation.  
[bookmark: _mexi46bsgajs][bookmark: _2n4g8n3t79es]PLANNING 

Just a reminder to Parish Councillors to keep an eye on new planning applications.  It is important to notify the planning officer within 28 days if it is felt that there are strong material planning considerations why an application should be brought before the committee. Please contact me with the details, I will speak to the planning officer and then I need to submit a pro forma indicating your concerns.  This is quite different to how it was before April this year, when we all had the benefit of the consultee responses and the officer’s report. 

We now understand that the proposed Government changes to the National Planning Policy Framework will greatly effect the Cotswolds.  The number of homes the Government calculates to be needed in the district could increase from 504 to 979 homes a year (equating to 14,685 homes over the Council’s new Local Plan period between 2026 and 2041). This is due to the Government proposing to introduce a new ‘standard methodology’ for calculating housing need – a centrally determined, two-step calculation of the number of homes needed in each local planning authority area.  We will not receive full details until the end of the year.
[bookmark: _xqn4u390qor0]COTSWOLD CROWDFUND

Cotswold District Council has launched the Autumn funding round of its crowdfunding initiative. From cycle hubs to cricket clubs, playgrounds to street murals, if you have an idea for a project, you can make it happen with Crowdfund Cotswold.

Residents know best what is needed in their neighbourhoods, and have the skills and creativity to shape their local area and the future they want. Crowdfund Cotswold provides a springboard for locally-led ideas to attract funding more easily. Since its launch in 2021, Crowdfund Cotswold has supported local projects worth over £1 million. And now you can pitch for up to £10,000 from the Council to help fund your local community project.

The deadline for the current round of funding for the scheme is fast approaching on 16 October.
If you have ideas about a project in your community or want to learn more about the Crowdfund Cotswold initiative ahead of the funding deadline you can sign up to the Council’s workshop.

The Project Creator workshop will be held online on Tuesday 17th September at 4pm. To sign up for the workshop see the Spacehive webpage.
https://www.spacehive.com/movement/crowdfundcotswold/
If you have any questions about the Project Creator Workshop event or accessibility requirements, please email support@spacehive.com 

People and organisations can pledge as little as £2 towards a project. To view all the active projects in the Cotswolds, please visit the Crowdfund Cotswold project page: Explore Projects (spacehive.com)


Forthcoming Committee Meetings (underlined texts are linked) 

Mon 2 September		4pm		Overview & Scrutiny Committee
Thurs 5 September 	6pm		Cabinet
Wed 11 September	2pm		Planning & Licensing
Wed 25 September	2pm		Council

Thurs 26 September	2pm		Licensing Sub-Committee (Taxis, Private Hire
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