LIVING FAITH

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MAY 3

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
John 10:1-10

‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate
is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the
sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them
out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep
follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they
will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.’ Jesus used
this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying
to them.
So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not
listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come
in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.
I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
Today, Good Shepherd Sunday, is also the World Day of Prayer for Vocations. A
vocation is a call from God. Most people are called to the married life. Some are
called to a single life. Some people are called to religious life, and choose to take
vows and live in a religious community. Some are called to the priesthood, and
are ordained for service in the Church.
There are many pathways that people can follow in response to God’s invitation
and call to service. How are you called to serve?

PONDER AND DISCUSS
• How do people discover their vocation? How do people hear the voice of
God in their lives?
• How can we help people to discover where and how God might be calling
them? What ideas would you have about this?
www.rcsj.org
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Subscribe to our weekly catechetical resource: Click here.

THE CHURCH
TEACHES
WHAT IS A VOCATION?
A vocation is all about
love. It is a life of love in a
concrete, particular form
that comes from God. Each
vocation begins with God’s
love for us. In that love for
you, God speaks to your
heart, and calls you to a
particular form of life. Your
response is your total gift
of self to God.

“You did not choose
me, but I chose you”
(Jn 15:16)
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The key to discovering
your vocation is first to
allow Jesus to show His
tender love to you. This
love will make you
capable of loving Him in
return.

For more, go to rcsj.org

PRAYER FOR WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
from Pope Francis
Holy Spirit, stir within us the passion to promote vocations to the consecrated life, societies of apostolic life,
diocesan priesthood, and permanent diaconate.
Inspire us daily to respond to Your call with boundless compassion,
abundant generosity, and radical availability.
Help us to remember our own baptismal call to rouse us to invite the next generation to hear and respond to
Your call.
Inspire parents, families, and lay ecclesial ministers
to begin a conversation with young Catholics
to consider a how they will live lives of holiness and sacred service.
Nudge inquirers and motivate discerners to learn more about monastic life, apostolic life, missionaries,
cloistered contemplative life,
and evangelical Franciscan life.
Ignite our Church with the confident humility that there is an urgent need for religious sisters, brothers,
deacons, and priests
to live in solidarity with those who are poor, neglected, and marginalized.
Disrupt our comfortable lives and complacent attitudes with new ideas
to respond courageously and creativity with a daily 'YES!' Amen.

Prayer of Pope Francis to Mary for Help and Protection During the Coronavirus Pandemic. Watch here.

O Mary,
you always shine on our path as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus' pain, keeping your faith firm.
You, Salvation of Your People, know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting after this time of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the Father
and to do as we are told by Jesus, who has taken upon himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows to lead us, through the cross, to the joy of the resurrection.Amen.
Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain the entreaties
of we who are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious and
Blessed Virgin. AMEN.

