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Portulacaria afra minima 
‘Emerald Elephant Carpet’

Seems every time you turn, you need a permanent, low 
growing, green shrub that is drought tolerant, looks lush 
in foliage, and is reliable for years of service. Doesn’t 
that “get yer goat” that many are always suggesting 
the “Manzinitas (Arctostaphyllos)” - which every time 
you’ve tried them in Southern California, they just slowly 
whither away, or completely die after just a couple of 
years? Well, if you’re in a coastal, or inland-coastal area, 
where hard winter frosts are not an issue, then Emerald 
Elephant Carpet has small shiny green leaves, red twigs, 
and a nice mat-like habit, that is pretty much like all the 
Manzinitas hoped to be, but thriving in our salty water, 
warm summer soils, and under any watering conditions- 
from normal to very drought tolerant. This ain’t your 
Grandma’s ground cover! This is a permanent, durable, 
landscape succulent shrub, that will give decades of 
service. Can spread a couple to a few feet wide, rarely 

higher than 6” to 8”.
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