
Skagit County Fire District 9

16818 W. Big Lake Blvd

Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Special Meeting Minutes

February 7, 2022
The special meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners of Skagit County Fire District #9 was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by Commissioner Thomson.  The next business meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 14th at 6:00 p.m.  The meeting minutes of January 10th were approved as modified.  Present were Commissioner Gubrud (Zoom), Commissioner Thomson, Commissioner McMahan, Chief Berg and Secretary Berg.  Firefighter Phill Zimmerman along with community members Andrea Xaver and John Seehorn (Zoom) were also present.   
Correspondence:  N/A
Old Business:  

Newsletter –The next newsletter will be sent out sometime in April.
Security System – Chief Berg had bars put over the man door and the windows.  He would prefer to not have a monthly bill if we can avoid it.  Any possible access point has been barred.  The cameras are still there.  They have added lighting.  Chief Berg is going to also install bars at Station One.  Commissioner Thomson said we will monitor it for now and decide at a later date if we need to install a security system.  Commissioner McMahan did reach out to the WFCA about adding a felony to anyone that breaks into a fire station to the law (SHB 1826) that is now being presented about hindering firefighter’s ability to do their work.  
Nookachamps Development – Chief Berg spoke with the Assistant Chief from Clear Lake.  He will bring it up at their next commissioner meeting.  Commissioner McMahan would like to move forward anyway.  The commissioners would like to start billing them for District 9 to respond to the area.  Chief Berg will contact Clear Lake.
Sales Tax Justification – Commissioner McMahan spoke with Helen Rasmussen from Skagit 911 about our concerns.  There was a brief discussion about what their discussion was and he is going to check back in with her later this month.

Apparatus Replacement Program – Commissioner McMahan has a spreadsheet but is missing the password.  He is trying to get the password and then he will update it.  Once it’s complete, he will get it sent out.
Commissioner Responding as Firefighter – Commissioner Gubrud said that he finds that Commissioner McMahan is more valuable as a commissioner.  Commissioner Thomson agreed.  Commissioner McMahan made a motion to adopt a resolution to allow himself to respond as a firefighter. Commissioner Gubrud seconded the motion, there was a brief discussion from Commissioner Thomson. After the statement, Commissioner Gubrud withdrew his second, Commissioner Thomson stated the motion dies due to a lack of a second.   

Call Report – Secretary Berg gave an update on the call volume 2022.  We have responded to 33 calls so far this year.  For the month of January, we responded to 29 calls.
New Business: 
Interlocal Agreement with Clear Lake - Commissioner McMahan made a motion to notify Clear Lake that we are terminating our interlocal agreement for shared costs.  Commissioner Gubrud seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Chief’s Report: 
· Chief Berg finally received the new chain saws.  Firefighter Vervaart has been busy getting the bars up at the stations.  Firefighter Zimmerman has been updating the inventory.
· Training Officer Ryan Berg has been hosting training via Zoom.  Tomorrow night training will be back at the station.
· Chief Berg has postponed the banquet.
· Chief Berg is hoping to have the firefighting pinning in March.

· The heads are off the ladder truck engine.  The problem is the washers under the injectors.  The heads have been shipped off to Seattle to have them double checked.  

· The DNR has sent over the Helitak agreement for this year.  Commissioner McMahan made a motion to enter into an agreement with the DNR for no less than $2,000 a month.  Commissioner Gubrud seconded.   Motion passed unanimously.
· Chief Berg would like to have a garage sale this spring/summer to get the stations all cleaned up.   He will present a list of items to surplus before the sale.
Assistant Chief Report: N/A
Public Comments:  N/A
Executive Session:  N/A
Good of the Order:  N/A
Commissioner Gubrud made a motion to approve payroll check #’s 3676-3694 and EFTPS in the amount of $18,734.46 and accounts payable check #s 3695-3726 in the amount of $14,399.93. Commissioner McMahan seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:16 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

____________________




___________________________

Tracy Berg, Secretary




Bruce Thomson, Commissioner Chair


