SPECIAL MEETING

September 22, 2025
Aurora, MN
A Special Meeting of the Town of White Board of Supervisors was called to order by Chairman Jon Skelton on Monday, September 22, 2025 at 5:00 P.M. at the City Town Government Center:
ROLL CALL:
             Present:  

Supervisors - Anttila, Skelton, Kippley; Clerk-Knaus; Foreman-Niemi; 
             Absent:             
Treasurer-Gross
             Also Present:
None
Jon Skelton called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. & roll call was taken
1.) The Board reviewed the facility energy audit report prepared by Widseth which was funded by a grant awarded by ARDC.  This report will be used by the Township in assessing the current needs of the facility as well as development of a long-range facility use plan.  This report provided a baseline summary of the facility in an “as-is” state of current conditions and provided recommendations for maintenance planning with photos, a priority rating of high, medium, and low along with cost estimates.   The ADA assessment report conducted by the League of MN Cities was also reviewed.  Funding will need to be obtained to accomplish most of the tasks identified as the budget only allows for minor maintenance and upgrades from year to year.  The energy audit report recommended an overall cost of $6,673,557 in improvements needed to the building based on today’s costs.  If this amount of money is going to be invested into the facility it could become the Town Office location in the future if technology and security issues can be resolved as there are concerns with the facility being so remote.  The good news is the improvements can be done in phases as grant funding becomes awarded and obtained.  There is a lot of opportunity for it to become a known wedding venue, training facility, and even for overnight stays.    The building could be marketed differently including renaming the building to include the Town of White and logo branding and seen as not only a community center but also a business and recreation center.  The Board has talked about these opportunities for many years and now is the time to act and move things forward.  The Loon Lake Community Center and the Twin Lakes Pavilion are a part of the Town’s identity and are valued by the community.  Through review of the information provided the following decisions were made:
IT IS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA DIRECTING OFFICE STAFF TO REACH OUT TO DAVID LISLEGARD AT JOBS FOR MINNESOTANS AND LUCAS HEIKKILA AT BOLTON & MENK TO SET UP A MEETING TO PURSUE FINDING LOBBYIST(S) FOR THE TOWNSHIP AND TO FIND OUT THE COSTS FOR SECURING BOLTON & MENK AS THE TOWNSHIP’S ENGINEERING FIRM TO REPRESENT THE TOWNSHIP IN FUNDING REQUESTS & PLANNING FOR PROJECTS.  MOTION CARRIED
IT IS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA TO GET QUOTES FROM KELSEY PLUMBING & HEATING FOR THE VENTILATION NEEDED IN THE KITCHEN ABOVE THE DISHWASHER AND RANGE AREA AND A THREE COMPARTMENT SINK AS RECOMMENDED BY WIDSETH.  MOTION CARRIED

IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA DIRECTING THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT TO REPAINT THE HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES IN FRONT OF THE BUILDING AND PURCHASE NEW SIGNS AS RECOMMENDED BY THE LEAGUE OF MN CITIES IN THE ADA COMPLIANCE REPORT.  MOTION CARRIED 

IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA DIRECTING NIEMI TO CONTACT DAN FURRY TO GET QUOTES FOR ALL OF THE ELECTRICAL COMPONENTS IDENTIFIED IN THE WIDSETH REPORT ON PAGES 50-58 INCLUDING LOOKING AT THE MOSS ON THE POWER LINES AND IF TO CONTACT THE ELECTRICAL COMPANY.  MOTION CARRIED

IT WAS MOVED BY SKETLON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA DIRECTING NIEMI TO CONTACT KEITH JOHNSON AND OBTAIN QUOTES FOR UPDATING THE MAIN BATHROOM FACILITIES TO BE COMPLIANT WITH ADA WITH GRAB BARS, FIXTURES, AND STALL ENCLOSURES AS INDICATED IN THE REPORT AND A SEPARATE QUOTE FOR THE ITEMS IDENTIFIED IN THE LOCKER ROOMS SINCE HE IS AT THE FACILITY.  MOTION CARRIED.  
IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA DIRECTING NIEMI TO CONTACT AARON NELSON AT LAKEHEAD AND FIND OUT WHAT COMPANY CAN COME TO THE FACILITY AND TEST FOR ASBESTOS IN THE CEILING TILES AND FLOORING.  MOTION CARRIED

IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA DIRECTING PUBLIC WORKS TO LOOK AT THE INTERCOM SYSTEM WHICH CAN BE REMOVED AND ALL OF THE CLOCKS HARDWIRED AND SEE IF THEY CAN BE REMOVED AND REPLACED WITH BATTERY OPERATED CLOCKS.  MOTION CARREID
IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 6:28 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED: 

 ______________________________________                 ____________________________________ 

Jodi Knaus, Clerk 
 
 
 
                           Jon Skelton, Chairman 
