5/25/25
The Paraclete, (the Advocate, the Holy Spirit)
Vicar Vince Piekarski
John 14:23-29 (NRSVUE)

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
Welcome to each and every one of you out there on the conference call, and welcome to each and every one of you out there in our pews. I am glad and even blessed that you were able to join us here on this Memorial Day Weekend. I thank you for carving some time out of your busy schedules to join together with us here in Worship. 
Now, despite driving with my wife for what seemed to feel like the entire day yesterday, some twenty hours to be exact, I can truly say that I am glad to be here with all of you as well. I am glad to be back in this very place following our brief but exciting trip to Disney, and of course following our several Buc-ee’s stops. I am also glad to no longer be reading and typing in our moving office! I mean sometimes I highlighted rather goofy in my books or I even typed a few awkward letters or words I could not even identify when we hit all the bumps along the way. I am very thankful that we split the driving for sure, and I still want to continue to lift people in prayer for the additional traffic we had to endure on our way home due to the three major accidents.
I want you all to know that it is vitally important to get away and enjoy life at times, and yes, I am not just preaching it, I truly lived and let go of work for a few days. However, it is extremely vital to come back together as one body in this very community and the several other communities that are out there in all the churches. Let alone it is also vital to gather together at such an especially joyous yet sorrowful time such as this weekend commemorates. For we can be joyous and ever so thankful for the freedoms that are granted to each and every one of us due to the lives and the time laid down by those that unfortunately lost their lives in military service. We can also be thankful for the very memories and times we had with those family members and friends, and how those very memories continue to live on along with us in our minds and in our hearts. However, we can also be sorrowful as we still have a strong desire for those folks to be with us here and now right alongside of us. We of course are not being greedy with this desire; it is just the love and longing that we exhibit when we know we have had someone and something special. Their service and their life will never be forgotten as long as we commemorate this day and this time each year. Their memories will never leave us just like the Holy Spirit will never leave us as we heard in our Gospel Reading today.
Now, with all that being said, I am not sure that you might have felt the same way as I did with today’s message initially. I will admit that I really felt as if there was a slight disconnect. I felt that there was a slight omission that might have meant a lot to not just me, but several of us if it had actually been there. Why this particular Gospel Reading from our lectionary cycle does not include just one more verse for context is completely over my head. If we were to hear verse 22 then we might actually have a little more to go on or even grasp for sure. So, let me offer it to you, and let me see if it happens to help any of you all, just as it did for me. “Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will reveal yourself to us and not to the world?”” (2) Hello, we actually need to hear that question, and not just have the answer like we do here. Now, of course there may be somewhat of an expectation for all of us to be a little more Bible based, but there is just simply no way that we can remember or memorize every story and piece of information that this awesome and amazing book holds and reveals to us. So, now with that question in front of this reading we can really apply some more thought and focus here. We can dive in and see what this message holds for us.
Alright, first off, the plain and simple point that we have to focus on since we have the question from verse 22 to deal with now is this. You know that love that we talked about last week? You know that love that we discussed committing to in order to glorify the Lord? You know that love is really on full display here in this Gospel Reading for sure? We even hear that it becomes a qualifier of some sort. God the Father, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit will only reveal themselves, and come to fully live in and through the people that respect, commit, and fully love them. There is no revelation and there is no sighting or feeling of any kind of presence by those in the world, and more importantly in our hearts, if we have no desire to be in or even be part of the fold. The law is very much present there, but the gospel truth, or the freeing part, is that our Triune God cares so much for us that there is a total commitment and a total desire for there to be an everlasting presence in and for and with us at all times. All we simply have to do is to come to faith, to believe, and to live to the best of our ability by the law. Then, our Triune God will be right here in our hearts. How awesome is that?!?! The disciples were not abandoned back then, and we are not abandoned right now. What a loving and thoughtful act for sure! What a presence and total commitment to you and to I!
Now that I have gone all serious on you, I am going to back out on a limb here a little bit, and I am going to pose a question to you all before we hit the second part of our Gospel Reading together. Have you ever been to Disney? Well, if you have, then you know that there is just something so magical about the entire experience. That of course is no matter if you only happen to go once, or if you happen to go several times over the course of your lifetime. The Disney magic is something to experience for sure, but the love and consideration that we get to experience from our Triune God is almost incomparable. The feeling of sheer joy, amazement, relief, and countless other things is simply endless. It is even more glorious, amazing, and awesome than that of Disney. For we come to realize that our Triune God plays the three most amazing characters we will ever come to encounter. Those three characters will keep us thinking and exploring the rest of our lives as we commit to the fact that they are also three in one. We learn more and focus more through scripture, prayer, community, life, and just in general. Mickey, Minnie, Winnie the Pooh, Max, Rapunzel, Pocahontas, or even one of the Seven Dwarfs may wave and say hello; but it is nothing like the greeting and feeling that overcome us when we truly allow our Triune God to take up time and space in our hearts and minds and continually greet us and live within us. That very greeting and living inside of us allows us to share that very greeting with others as well.
God of course was and is our first advocate. God was there to advocate for our very creation and existence. God was the ultimate designer and planner. Jesus was and is our second advocate. Jesus was there to advocate for our continued existence and for our total forgiveness. Jesus was the real-life example and the real-life atonement for our sins. The Holy Spirit was and is our third advocate. This third vital piece to the puzzle of the Trinity fits in so delicately and perfectly. This piece fits in like no other for this piece continues on as an advocate with and for us forever and always. Our Triune God and all of the roles outlined here may be one of the hardest things to understand or explain to someone at various points of our faith life and journey, but without all three in one we truly are nothing.
So, as our Triune God continues on being countercultural, different, oppositional, and just does not fit any norm or standard we come to learn that there is simply no other. We can love so deeply, but yet still fall short, but God still says… “come.” Yes, we may be called to live out our lives following the Ten Commandments, and not the ten suggestions, but we are to do so with the very love and admiration that was first given to us. Yes, we may fall short often, but God still says… “come.” Furthermore, God says I will be right there alongside of you forever and always as the Advocate, the Holy Spirit will be alongside of you as long as you truly believe.
[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]As we close things off here I know we still have Memorial Day Weekend and more festivities and food on our brain. However, we also have pain and sorrow and a void as well. For we look through pictures and jog our memories of those lost in service every Memorial Day Weekend. We even do so throughout the year, as the pictures and thoughts rush in and provide us with some sense of comfort and joy despite our sorrow. We even have our own Memorial Day and life of the Church as we live through the “liturgy, in preaching, in sharing the Supper. In all these ways and more, the Paraclete, (the Advocate, the Holy Spirit) is at work to remind us about how God has been and is still at work among us and for us through Christ. This Spirit-inspired remembering points us again and again to God’s glory revealed in Jesus.” (4) There is sorrow there for we come to realize time and time again the total and utter sacrifice Jesus made at the cross for you and for I. However, there is joy as Grace is delivered to you and I in the total and complete sacrificial love. So, let us turn all of our sorrow into joy, let us truly allow the Holy Spirit to remind us and to teach us all that there was, is, and is yet to come in our life of faith as we get delivered the most awesome and amazing peace ever imaginable. Let us continue to build up our belief and faith as we come to realize that all that has occurred and continues to occur has been ordained by God. Let us come to realize that our Triune God will deliver joy out of sorrow, good out of evil, and even life out of death as we continue on in this Easter season with our forever announcement and proclamation that Christ is Risen… He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!
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John 14:23-29 (NRSVUE)
As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who will teach Jesus’ followers and remind them of all that Jesus taught. Even more, those in whom God makes a home will experience a peace that overcomes fear.

[bookmark: _Hlk198997375]23 Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot)], “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words, and the word that you hear is not mine but is from the Father who sent me.

25 “I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and remind you of all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur you may believe.”
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