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MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
I hope everyone had a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year!
This is my last President’s Message before the annual convention
when a new state president will be
elected. It has been an honor to
serve as your president. I believe
that with your help we have moved
the Alabama Society forward.
Linda and I have been able to visit
several chapters this year and the
hospitality shown to us was outstanding. During the year I was able
to attend the Louisiana, Mississippi,
and Tennessee annual conventions
as well as the National Congress in
Louisville.
The National Congress for 2006
will be held in Dallas, Texas, and I
encourage you to attend. By attending the National Congress and
other events, you better understand the workings of the National
and State Societies.
Our Annual Convention is
quickly approaching! It will be held
Feb. 17-18 at the Holiday Inn Select
in downtown Hunstville. You will
find the registration form in this
newsletter. You can also download
a copy at our state website,
www.alssar.org.
I have been advised by the Holiday Inn that there are several
events in Huntsville that weekend
and that they will probably be sold
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2006 convention set for Feb. 17-18
The Tennessee Valley chapter will hold this
year’s ALSSAR convention at the Holiday Inn
Select in Huntsville on Feb. 17-18.
The convention gets under way on Friday,
Feb. 17, with a reception from 6:30-8 p.m.
Saturday’s schedule opens with a George
Washington Breakfast at 7 a.m., followed by
the annual ALSSAR business meeting at 9
a.m. and the Joseph Rumbaugh Orations statewide competition at 11:15 a.m.
The convention will take a break for lunch
and several activities are currently being

planned for compatriots and their wives in the
afternoon. Details will be available in the registration packet you will receive when you
arrive. (An official registration form for the
convention can be found on page 3).
The annual convention dinner will start at 7
p.m. on Saturday and will include presentation
of state honors for the orations, essay and
Scout statewide winners as well as various
honors awarded to the compatriots.
A slate of new state officers for 2006 will be
installed as well.

Etowah chapter
president Rhea
passes away

See MESSAGE, Page 2
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Presidential presentation
Bill King (right), master of ceremonies and a Witherington descendant, presents a memorial certificate
signed by President George W. Bush to members of the
Witherington family at the ALSSAR’s dedication of the
Ward-Witherington cemeteries on Nov. 5. The certificate will be permanently displayed in the Witherington
plantation home just north of Evergreen near the
cemeteries. For more on the dedication, see pages 6-7.

Etowah chapter president
Brigadier General-Retired
Clarence Frost Rhea passed
away on Dec 27, 2005 after
suffering a heart attack. He
was 84.
Rhea, a past ALSSAR
officer in several capacities,
had most recently served as
chancellor on the state level
three years ago, but always
maintained his role as an
officer at the chapter level.
Rhea, a community leader
who served as city attorney
for four communities in
Etowah County, received his
bachelor’s degree from the
University of Alabama in
1943 and his law degree
from the University of Virginia in 1948.
See RHEA, Page 2
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Rhea

(Continued from Page 1)
out. The Holiday Inn is holding a block of
rooms for SAR members but the block
reservation will expire on Feb. 1 so please
make your reservations before then.
After Feb. 1 they cannot guarantee that
they will have rooms available.
We hope to have a record turnout as our
guest of honor will be Secretary General,
Nathan E. White, Jr. Nathan is a resident
of Collin County, Texas, where he is a
District Court judge. He is a dual member
of the Alabama Society and the
Tennessee Valley chapter. His patriot
ancestor, John Drake, is buried in
Huntsville.
The week following our annual
convention the Spring Trustee’s meeting
will be held in Louisville. This event is
held at the historic Brown Hotel in
downtown Louisville.
If you are on a national committee or
would just like to see how things operate
at the national level, I encourage you to
attend.
Don’t forget to attend and bring a guest
to your local chapter meetings and
volunteer!
—Jim Maples

(Continued from Page 1)
He was a member of the First United Methodist Church of Attalla and is a former district and conference lay leader of the North Alabama Conference of the United Methodist Church. He taught Sunday School for many years, served as lay member to the annual conference and lay delegate to the Jurisdictional and General Conferences of the
United Methodist Church.
Rhea was born Aug. 21, 1921. He was a veteran of World War II and the Korean War
and retired from the Alabama National Guard as brigadier general.
He was past national president of the 84th Infantry Division “Railsplitter” Society. In
1985, Mr. Rhea was the first elected president of the 31st Infantry “Dixie” Society.
He was a member of the Retired Officers Association, past master of Gadsden Masonic Lodge 236 F&AM, 33rd degree Scottish Rite Mason. He presided over the Eagle
Scout Project Board of Review. He was a member of John C. Calhoun Chapter No. 343
National Sojourners and the Etowah chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution,
serving as state chancellor of the SAR.
He was also a member and past president of the Etowah County Bar Association, and
member of the State of Alabama and American Bar Associations. He was a member of
the Association of Trial Lawyers of America and of the American Judicature Society
and of the Federal Circuit Bar and admitted to practice before the several federal courts,
including the U.S. Supreme Court.
He was also a member of the Salvation Army Board of Directors, Gadsden Civitans,
HOPE Board, Snellgrove Civitans Center and Boys and Girls Club.
He is survived by his wife of 58 years, Marie Cannon Rhea; daughter, Dr. Marie (Tod)
Singleton, Eufaula; sons, Judge William H. Rhea III (Teresa), Donald R. Rhea (Joy) and
Richard A. Rhea (Debra), all of Gadsden; numerous grandchildren, nieces and nephews;
brother, Richard E. Rhea (Martha), Gadsden; and sisters, Elvela Rhea Roden, Albertville, Martha F. Mitchell (Joe), Baltimore, and Anna M. Knight (Melvin), Birmingham.
Services were held on Dec. 29, with burial in Oak Hill Cemetery. The Rev. Tom Holt
officiated.

Etowah officials mourn the passing of Clarence Rhea
By Kim Craft and David Clemons
Gadsden Times
Clarence Frost Rhea is being remembered as a community leader
and patriot.
Rhea, a retired brigadier general in the Alabama Army National
Guard and a Gadsden attorney, died Tuesday morning of an apparent heart attack. He was 84.
Until his death, Rhea served as city attorney for Attalla, Southside, Ridgeville and Reece City. News of his death spread quickly
across Etowah County.
“I don’t even want to think about it,” Attalla Mayor Charles
O'Rear said. “Clarence was like a daddy to me. Besides that, he's a
good friend.”
Jim Armstrong, president pro tem of the Gadsden City Council
and commander of the Etowah County Rescue Squad, agreed.
“That was like my second daddy, Clarence Rhea was,” he said
upon learning the news during a Tuesday council meeting.
Rhea was the son of Elvela Frost Rhea and Henry Rhea, both
from Attalla. A veteran of World War II and Korea, Rhea retired
from the Alabama Army National Guard as a brigadier general.
Rhea was honored earlier this year with a resolution in the state
Legislature as Attalla's East Fifth Avenue from Cherry Street to
First Street was named the Gen. Clarence F. Rhea Parkway.

The Fort Clarence Rhea Readiness Center was rededicated in
September. That building, on Airport Road in Gadsden, houses the
Alabama Army Guard's 152nd Chemical Battalion.
Rhea served as Attalla's city attorney for several decades. The
City Council honored him Nov. 1 and state Sen. Larry Means presented a resolution from the Legislature.
“It’s been a pleasure to represent the city of Attalla over a number of years and I’m looking forward to doing it for many more
years,” Rhea said at the time.
O'Rear said Rhea had been an “extraordinary” influence.
“He kept me calm. He's been a grand influence on my life and
I'm going to miss him deeply,” he said.
Southside Mayor Wally Burns said called Rhea “an outstanding
individual” and “a true American.”
“He was so knowledgeable of city government,” Burns said. “He
knew what he was doing as far as representing cities. We’re going
to miss him a lot.”
Rhea was involved in numerous civic organizations and was a
lay leader in the United Methodist Church.
“Those kind of people come along in your life once in a while,”
O’Rear said. “He and his whole family are just wonderful people,
patriots and caring people. A lot of people are grieving today because of Clarence.”
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Alabama Society
Sons of the American Revolution
Annual Convention Registration
February 17-18, 2006
Huntsville, Alabama
The Tennessee Valley Chapter invites all compatriots and their guests to the ALSSAR State Convention, February 17-18, 2006 at
the Holiday Inn Select Hotel, located at 401 William Ave. in downtown Huntsville across from the Von Braun Center and the
Big Spring Lagoon. A reception will be held on Friday evening from 6:30 - 8:00 pm to give attendees a chance to meet and greet
each other. A George Washington Breakfast will be held Saturday morning at 7:00 am. The ALSSAR Annual Business Meeting
will follow at 9:00 am and the Orations Contest will be at 11:15 am. We will have activities for you enjoyment on Saturday afternoon. Details will be available in the registration packet you will receive when you arrive.
We have reserved a block of rooms at a special rate of $85.00 per night plus applicable taxes. You can get a king room for $95.00
plus taxes. Call the hotel direct at 256-533-1400 or the Holiday Inn toll free reservation line at 888-465-4329. You must mention
that you are with the Sons of the American Revolution to get the special rate. The hotel block code is FSA. Hotel reservation
deadline is January 17, 2006. If you have to cancel a room reservation, you must do so 48 hours prior to your arrival. Make your
reservations early to assure that you have a room. There is no charge for parking!

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR ATTENDANCE AT ALL FUNCTIONS
NAME:________________________________

CHAPTER:_________________________________

OFFICE HELD:________________________

NAME OF GUEST(S)________________________

REGISTRATION FEE:

SAR MEMBERS:
AFTER January 17th:
GUESTS:
AFTER January 17th:

_____x $30 = $__________
_____x $40 = $__________
_____x $10 = $__________
_____x $15 = $__________

GEORGE WASHINGTON BREAKFAST:
7:00 am Saturday
(open to all)

_____x $17 = $__________

SATURDAY NIGHT BANQUET:
(Black tie for head table and new officers. Others: black tie, uniform, or coat and tie; appropriate dress for ladies.)

7:00 pm Saturday

_____x $30 = $__________

PLEASE ENTER THE NUMBER FOR EACH ENTRÉE SELECTION(s)
Huntsville Broil (tender sliced beef)_______

Black Forest Chicken_______
TOTAL ENCLOSED:

$__________

Mail your registration form along with you check payable to: Tennessee Valley Chapter, SAR to:
James G. Alexander
Chairman, 2006 ALSSAR Convention
271 Rainbow Dr.
Madison, AL 35758-8776
Indicate how many in your party will attend the Friday night reception________
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To help cover a portion of the expenses that we will incur with
the 2006 Alabama Society, SAR State Convention, the Tennessee Valley Chapter is soliciting donations for advertisements, memorials and honorariums that will be printed in the
convention booklet.
The memorial to the right and below are samples from last
year’s book. The sizes and associated costs are as follows:
1/4 page
$25.00
1/2 page
$50.00
Full page
$100.00
The information that you include in your memorial or advertisement is up to you. You can honor you patriot ancestor,
father, mother, grandfather, grandmother, children, past chapter president, or anyone else that you choose. Please send camera ready copy if possible, or supply the information that you
want included in your memorial.
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In Memory of
William Cordra Maples
Josiah Maples
William Pace
Henry Hastings
Joseph Hastings
James Billingsley
Walter Billingsley
Patriot Ancestors of
James H. Maples and Jay G. Maples

In Memory of

Please include a check made out to; Tennessee Valley
Chapter, SAR for your total donation and mail it to:
Jim Alexander, Chairman
2006 ALSSAR Convention
271 Rainbow Dr.
Madison, AL 35758-8776

Daniel Allcox
Patriot Ancestor of
Linda Alcott Maples
Jay G. Maples
Russell J. Alcott

Deadline for donations is 17 January 2006

Congratulations from the
Alabama Brigade Society of the Descendants of Washington’s Army at Valley
Forge
Commander
Mrs. Ranee' G.
Pruitt
Inspector
Mr. James H.
Maples
Commissary
Mrs. Theresa J.
Stirbis
Adjutant
Mrs. Jeanne H. Henry
Paymaster
Mrs. Gale Fuller
Chaplain
Mr. David Milam
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In Memory…
Neil Shepherd
The Birmingham chapter lost one of its devoted members with
the recent death of former NSSAR Registrar General DR. NEIL
SHEPHERD, who passed away on Dec. 12 at the age of 82.
Shepherd earned his bachelor’s degree from Howard College in
1948 and his J.D. from Cumberland School of Law, Samford University in 1966.
He served as the Director of Institutional Advancement at Judson
College and Director of Alumni Affairs at Samford University.
Shepherd was a former member of Ruhama Baptist Church
(1925-68) and Vestavia Hills Baptist Church.
He served as 1st Lt. 14th Air Force (B-24 pilot) and was
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross.
Dr. Shepherd was very active in and a former president of the
American Cancer Society, a former president of the Vestavia Hills

Rotary Club and a member of the Mason's.
In addition to his service as a member of the Alabama Society,
Sons of the American Revolution, Shepherd also was a member of
the Sons of Confederate Veterans.
Shepherd was awarded many honors including his induction to
the 1979 Woodlawn High School Hall of Fame, Men of Achievement, Who's Who in Flying, and Who's Who in the South and
Southwest.
He is survived by his wife, Betty Sue Garner Shepherd; two
daughters, Susanne Elizabeth Shepherd and Jacqueline Yvonne
Shepherd Johnson; son-in-law, Robert Johnson, Jr.; and two
granddaughters, Audra and Courtney Johnson.
Services were held Dec. 15 at Vestavia Hills Baptist Church,
followed by burial at Elmwood Cemetery.
—Photos courtesy of Richard Kemp

New Tri-State members
ALSSAR past president
John Wallace, left, and
Jerome Richardson, second
from right, installs new TriState chapter members
James F. Carroll of Dothan,
second from left, and
William K. Maddox of
Abbeville, right, in a recent
chapter meeting.

Three generations of compatriots honored by Cheaha chapter
Cheaha chapter president Lt. Col. Charles Samuel Howell
presented membership certificates to three generations of the
Dinsmore family at the chapter’s November meeting.
The family members are Charles Lloyd Dinsmore Sr., and his
sons, Charles Dinsmore Jr., and John Wilson Dinsmore. Third
generation family members are William Atlee Dinsmore, Jonathan Wade Dinsmore and Charles Lloyd Dinsmore III, who are
the sons of Charles Dinsmore Jr.
These compatriots have an unbroken blood line to their Revolutionary War ancestor, James Dinsmore, a soldier from North
Carolina. In addition to these three generations, the fourth generation of Dinsmores is now in the process of joining the CAR.

ALSSAR compatriot Rod Hildreth was the guest speaker at
the November meeting, held at the Anniston-Calhoun County
Public Library. Hildreth spoke on George Washington’s home
in England.
Howell also presented a membership certificate to his
nephew, John Mark Howell.
Flag chairman Louis Neal Quigley awarded flag certificates
to James Walker, Andre La Deau, O.C. Grissom, Joseph Giri,
Curtis Van Tassell and Eli Henderson is recognition of exemplary patriotism in the display of the United States flag.
Twenty-two members and guests attended the meeting.
—Charles Howell
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SAR gathers to honor Conecuh patriots
By Curtis Thomasson
Andalusia Star-News
LYEFFION — Families are to be commended for taking action and restoring
the burial places of their ancestors. The
results of this effort by the Ward/
Witherington families of Conecuh County
was experienced by a large gathering at
the Ward/Witherington Cemetery on Saturday, Nov. 5.
The cemetery is located about eight
miles northwest of Evergreen near the
community of Lyeffion. A number of
descendants and heritage supporters had
worked for months reclaiming and resurrecting the cemetery from its somewhat
abandoned condition. Then last summer
the cemetery was named to the Alabama
Register of Historic Cemeteries. These
accomplishments led to the descendants
of those buried within the cemetery to
plan and stage the ceremonious program
to honor their ancestors.
As people arrived at the cemetery they
saw an amazing pageant of colors in the
many flags and the period dress of the
sizable number of reenactors. This amid
the trees in fall color was an awesome
sight on a knoll out in the woods. The
cemetery is located about a mile and a

—Photo by Rachel Clinkscale

Guests included, from left: Charlotte Slinkard, first vice-president, U.S.
Daughters of 1812; Witherington descendent Bill King; Ted Urquhart,
president, Alabama Cemetery Preservation Alliance; Curtis Thomasson,
commander, Covington Rifles; ALSSAR chaplain Walter Reeder; ALSSAR
vice–president Larry Cornwell; Maj. Gen. Mark Bowen, adjutant general,
See CEREMONY, Page 7 Alabama National Guard; and ALSSAR national trustee John Wallace.

—Photo by Rachel Clinkscale

Marker honoring Thomas Ward.

—Photo by Rachel Clinkscale

—Photo by Rachel Clinkscale

Speakers included Walter Dockery and Maj. Gen. Mark Bowen (right).
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Ceremony
(Continued from Page 6)
half north of Highway 83 in a remote area. The few graves
had been refurbished with some new markers and appropriate
metal stakes. The headstones of those specifically being honored were draped with coverings representing the service periods of the veterans of different wars.
The program was begun by “A Call to Arms” by bugler
Christopher Long, Chief Researcher and Historical Interpreter
of the American Village in Montevallo. After an invocation by
ALSSAR chaplain Walter Reeder, the colors were posted with
the flag bearers led in by the bagpiper and bugler. The SAR
Color Guard posted the United States Flag, Bennington Flag,
several state flags, Sons of American Revolution Flag and
Daughters of the American Revolution Flag.
Bill King, Witherington descendant and emcee for the ceremony, extended an official welcome and identified the descendants of the Ward, Witherington, and Ball families. Ted Urquhart, president of the Alabama Cemetery Preservation Alliance, praised the descendants for their restoration of the cemetery and plans to maintain it in the future. He recognized Lee
Anne Wofford who was representing the Alabama Historical
Commission’s Cemetery Registration Program.
Additional greetings were extended by the following: Jean
Vaughn, Regent for Alabama Society of the Daughters of the
American Revolution; Mrs. William E. Slinkard, First Vicepresident of the United Daughters of 1812; and MG Mark
Bowen, TAG AL, on behalf of Gov. Riley and the Army and
Air National Guard.
Betty Sparks with the assistance of another Ball descendant
presided over the Ball family’s memorial segment. They dedicated the marker and placed a floral wreath at the graves of
their Ball ancestors who were early settlers of the area.
Curtis Thomasson, Commander of the Covington Rifles
Camp of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, voiced a biography-eulogy and dedication of the headstone for Confederate
Veteran William Henry Ward and his wife, Margaret (Chitty).
Two of their descendants, Val Ward and Tyler Ward, unveiled
the new headstone and placed a wreath at the graves.
Members of the United Daughters, War of 1812, presided
over the dedication of the headstone for War of 1812 Veteran
William Witherington, Jr. Mrs. William E. Slinkard, First
Vice-president, National United Daughters of 1812 read the
biography-eulogy for Witherington. Connie Grund, Linda
Shabo, and Jean Vaughn shared in dedicating the monument.
The Alabama Society, Sons of the American Revolution,
presided over the portion of the program to pay tribute to two
Veterans of the American Revolution and their wives, Thomas
and Ann (Goodson) Ward and William Sr. and Sarah
(Stanley) Witherington.
The monument was unveiled and wreath placed by King.
A special surprise closed out the ceremony with an Air Force
flyover of a “Dixie 15,” 117th Air Wing KC-135, being flown by
the 106th Air Refueling Squadron out of Birmingham. The large
plane stunned the crowd as it came into view over the tree tops
and saluted with a tip of the wing as it flew past.

—Photo by Rachel Clinkscale

Ted Urquhart, president of the Alabama Cemetery
Preservation Alliance, and ALSSAR compatriot Glenn
Nivens, organizer of the event, address the crowd.

—Photo by Rachel Clinkscale

The graves of Revolutionary War patriot William
Witherington (left), his son William Jr., a War of 1812
patriot (center) and daughter-in-law Sarah.

—Photo by Rachel Clinkscale

New NSSAR memberships were presented to George
Ward and two of his grandsons by John Wallace.

PAGE 8
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Associate justice pleads for better education
Associate Justice Harold See of the Alabama
Supreme Court was the featured speaker at the
Gen. Richard Montgomery’s winter banquet
on Dec. 13 at the Maxwell Air Force Base
Officer’s Club.
See spoke of the SAR’s mission in keeping
the nation’s history in front of our youth, pointing out a recent check of school textbooks.
“I’m more disturbed by what’s not in them
than what is in them,” he said. “I taught constitutional law for a number of years and the
more I learn about constitutional law, the more
I need to know about the history of our country. And I’m troubled by the lack of teaching
in our educational institutions.
“A person is American because he believes in
what Americans believe. And you can’t be that
if you don’t know the history of our country.”
See’s speech followed presentations made to
Rumbaugh Orations and Eagle Scout winners.
Joseph Clark, a junior at Catholic High, won
the orations contest for the second consecutive
year. Christopher J. Ward, a high school student at LAMP, was awarded the Eagle Scout
Award by Mike Manasco. Ward has been in
scouting for a little more than six years and
has 37 merit badges (it takes 21 to become an
Eagle Scout).
Both winners will advance to state competition in February.
New officers were installed for 2006, including Bruce Pickett, president; Mike Manasco,
vice-president; Lee Wilcoxon, secretary;
George Gayle, treasurer; Ronald Head, genealogist; Larry Cornwell, registrar; Tom
Richardson, chaplain; and Buddy Lane, sergeant-at-arms.
ALSSAR vice-president Cornwell presented
a George Washington Endowment Fund certificate to Pickette and recognized chapter
Washington Fellows Ben Williams, Wylie P.
Johnson, Cornwell and Pickette.
Outgoing chapter secretary Bob Cheney,
who stepped down after several years in the
position, was recognized by outgoing president Brad Sanders with a certificate of appreciation.
“We would like to recognize him for all the
work he has done for this chapter,” Sanders
said.
In addition to his work as chapter secretary,
Cheney has served as both past president at the
state and chapter level. Cheney currently
serves as chairman off the ALSSAR’s American Flag Committee.

—Photo courtesy of Bruce Pickette

Bob Cheney, left, is presented a certificate of appreciation by outgoing
president Brad Sanders, right, for years of service to the chapter.

—Photo courtesy of Bruce Pickette

A few of the former chapter presidents include, from left: Bob Cheney,
Ken Hayes, Brad Sanders, Ben Williams and John “Buck” Newman.

V OLU ME 1 9, NUMB ER 4

S AR A L A BA M A

PAGE 9

Gen. Galvez chapter has busy and unusual year
The General Galvez chapter had a busy and unusual year in
2005.
The chapter kicked off the year by hosting the ALSSAR state
convention in Mobile. Seven new members were inducted into the
chapter: Hal Wells, Mack Matthews, Lance Russell, Richard
Briton, Tom Odom, Gene Matthews and Barry Booth. Also, several members have had supplemental applications approved.
Ed Blount Sr. presented to our chapter veterans the War Service
medal, while Blount and Bud McDonald presented a pair of medals to area police officers involved in shootouts with fleeing felons.
The Heroism medal presented by McDonald went to Officer
John Angle of the Mobile Police Department. Blount traveled to
Frisco City earlier in the year to make a presentation to Police
Chief Jim Maples.
The Outstanding Good Citizen Bronze medal and Certificate was
presented to Corey Kelley for saving a mother and child from an
attacking pit bulldog and to Michael Rowe (University of South
Alabama Police) for saving a baby by giving CPR.

We recognized and presented R.O.T.C. medals to the outstanding Junior R.O.T.C. cadet at each of the 19 high schools in
Baldwin and Mobile Counties and the Senior R.O.T.C. cadets
( Army and Air Force) at the University of South Alabama.
Certificates of appreciation were presented to Howard Schramm
and McDonald for their outstanding service to the chapter. Also,
McDonald was presented the Jamestown Centenial medal.
Several chapter members participated in the Blue Star Salute
ceremonies at the American Village and have been active in the
Gulf Coast hurricane relief effort after personally weathering Dennis and Katrina.
At one of our meetings we had an in depth discussion on DNA as
a useful tool in providing secondary proof of one’s ancestry.
The chapter participated in the Angel Tree project at the W. F.
Green Veterans Home in Bay Minette again this year.
We are looking forward to a less stressful but more productive
new year.
—Mike Glass

Bagpiper entertains Wiregrass chapter,
gets inducted into chapter as member
Compatriots and guests attending the
13th annual Wiregrass Chapter Chartering and Installation of Officers Banquet
were treated to a variety of Scottish
Highland tunes played by Bagpiper Nelson S. Gwinn, MD.
Dressed in a typical military kilt, including a broad sword, Dr. Gwinn played
numerous calls used by the British Army
during the Revolutionary War and answered questions about the bag pipe and
his uniform — including the universally
asked question, “What does a Scotsman
wear under his kilt?”
His music held not only the group's
rapt attention but also that of the hotel
servers and other guests in the hotel’s
main dining room. His rendition of the
song played by a bagpiper captured by
the patriots brought a round of applause

— Yankee Doodle!
Following the program Dr. Gwinn was
inducted into the Wiregrass chapter and
received his membership certificate from
chapter president Jim Gilmer.
His son Jonathan was also presented
his youth membership certificate.
John Ray Fuller was installed as the
Wiregrass chapter’s 2006 president,
along with Dr. Jack Oden, vice-president;
Mark Steetle, secretary; John Kelsoe,
treasurer; John Wallace, registrar; Joe
Graves, historian; Rex Everage, chaplain
and Andy Spann, sergeant-at-arms.
Despite the inclement weather outside,
the camaraderie of friends and compatriots coupled with a great program and the
Christmas spirit made for an outstanding
evening.
—John Wallace

—Photo courtesy of John Wallace

Bagpiper Nelson Gwinn receives
chapter membership certificate
from president Jim Gilmer.

Etowah chapter members visit ancestor’s church in North Carolina
Dr. Kenneth B. Jaggears and his grandson
Kyle Andrew Jaggears, both members of
the Etowah chapter, recently visited Philadelphia Church at Mint Hill, a suburb of
Charlotte, N.C., where they viewed a
plaque honoring an ancestor, John Foard, a
founder of the church in 1770.

The names of two other founding members of the church, Adam Alexander and
John Query are also on the plaque.
In addition to being founders of the
church, the three were signers of the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence on
May 20, 1775, which predated the Ameri-

can Declaration of Independence by nearly
two months.
The Jaggears are descended from John
Foard, although Dr. Jaggears pointed out the
plaque uses the English spelling of the name
“Ford” instead of the Scottish spelling.
—Arthur Ennis
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Visit the ALSSAR Web site at www.alssar.org
Send in your chapter’s news to be included in the next newsletter
Please submit photos and information about your chapter for the March
newsletter. March 5 is the deadline to get information in. You can mail
information to Tim Gayle, 3573 Foxhall Drive, Montgomery, AL
36111 or send photos or stories via e-mail to timgayle@alltel.net.

Wiregrass chapter honors Coffee County patriot
The Wiregrass chapter held a grave-marking
ceremony on Oct. 22 for the only known Revolutionary War patriot buried in Coffee County.
The ceremony to honor William Harrison Sr.
included approximately 60 guests at the family
cemetery near Kinston. Coffee County state
Sen. Jimmy Holly and Ted Urquhart, president
of the Alabama Cemetery Preservation Alliance were joined by color guard members from
both the Wiregrass and the Cahaba-Coosa
chapters.
Dr. Nelson Gwinn, Wiregrass chapter, served
as the piper for the event, while his son Jonathan, a youth member applicant and Boy
Scout, lead the Pledge of Allegiance.
The headstone dedication itself was conducted by ALSSAR chaplain Walter Reeder
and Wiregrass chapter president Jim Gilmer.
The entire program was professionally video
taped and copies will be made available to the
extended Harrison family within the area.
Interestingly enough, Harrison’s grave sits
—Photo courtesy of John Wallace
next to that of William “Grancer” Harrison,
whose story of fiddle playing and ghostly ritu- Flags adorn the ground surrounding the grave site of Revolutionary
War patriot William Harrison Sr., the only known patriot buried in
als is featured in 13 Alabama Ghosts.
—John Wallace Coffee County. A ceremony was held Oct. 22 to honor Harrison.

