Deborah’s Homes, or places she went 1760-1827
Inside the main room of Deborah’s Plympton house.

Exterior view. New and old. Deborah Samson was born here, at the house of her Grandfather, Jonathan Samson Sr., at 46
Elm Street, Plympton, MA on Dec 17, 1760. (She lived here from 1760-1766. with her parents Jonathan Samson Jr and
Deborah Bradford Samson, until they divorced. Also living in the home were her 6 siblings. (Jonathan, born in 1753,
Elisha 1755, Hannah 1756, Ephraim 1759, Nehemiah 1764, and Sylvia 1766).

Old picture of Deborah
Samson Birth house.

Her family was disbanded (dispersed) by her mother, and Deborah was put out just shy of her 6th
birthday with some meager belongings, to live with her mothers cousin, named Miss Ruth Fuller, in
Middleboro. Unfortunately Miss Fuller died less than 3 years later. So her mother made arrangements to have her moved again, this time, with the 80 year old widow of a Reverend Peter Thatcher
from the 1st Congregationalist Church. Miss Thatcher taught Deborah some basic reading and writing skills, but after about 1 ½ years, she too passed away. No Photo’s of Fuller or Thatcher
home are available.

129 Sachem St, Middleboro. This is an old photo’s of the
of the home where Deborah lived for 8 years.

In 1770 Deborah’s mother brought her here to live as an indentured servant to the Thomas family. This was a
common custom of the time in broken families. A law from 1692 allowed local justices of the peace to bind out
girls to the age of 18 or until marriage. She lived with Jeremiah and Susanna Thomas, and their 10 sons from
1770-1778 .

129 Sachem St, Middleboro. This is a current photo’s of
the same home. The 2nd floor was added in the 1960’s

Down Town Middleboro. Deborah Samson
would have walked these streets in the 1780’s
while boarding at the home of Albert Bourne.

Bourne Home.
Deborah Samson boarded here at the home of Albert Bourne in 1779-1780 at the age of 19-20, while working as a waitress at Sproats Tavern, and as a clerk at the Andrew Leach Store.
In 1780 a 20 year old Deborah
Samson worked at Sproats Tavern
as a waitress, and while there she
learned of the Revolutionary War.

Jenks House was on Sachem Street, but has been demolished.

Captain Benjamin Leonard home

A 21 year old Deborah Samson lived in the Leonard home at 49 Wareham St in Middleboro. In the winter of
1781-1782, Deborah found herself boarding with the family of Captain Benjamin Leonard. Similar to previous
winters, she was employed by the family to weave cloth for the Leonard family's clothing. During these winter
months, Congress desperately pleaded for more recruits to join the American Army. Deborah began scheming
with the Leonard's servant, Jenny, to enlist in the army dressed as a man.

100 yards away from the old Baptist church presided over by her cousin Noah Alden, is the old Publick
House, where Deborah Samson enlisted into the Continental Army in 1782. It still stands today. It
served as a jail in the late 1800’s. There, in disguise, she met a “speculator”, who was busy trying to fill
the quota for the town of Uxbridge. She walked in under her own free will, was paid a $60 bounty and
signed up for a 3 year tour of duty in the Continental Army, as Robert Shurtlieff, on May 20, 1782.

Robert Shurtlieff lived in the New Windsor, NY
Cantonment Camp with her 4th Massachusetts
Regiment, from (1782-1783).

Robert Shurtlieff’s Theater of War: 1782-1783

Robert Shurtlieff’s typical summer encampments
on the banks of the Hudson River.

In 1783, “Robert Shurtlieff volunteered with some members of her 4th Massachusetts regiment and others to go to Independence Hall in Philadelphia and suppress a Mutiny in the Army. Luckily John Hamilton negotiated peace. While there she caught Malignant Fever and almost dies, but a
Dr Barnabas Binney nursed her back to health, then discovered that Robert Shurtlieff was a woman named Deborah Samson.

in 1783.

Zebulon Waters
1481 Bay Rd
Sharon, MA

After her October 23, 1783 discharge a 23 year old Deborah Samson trekked, probably in her regimentals,
from Providence RI to the home of her Aunt Alice and Uncle Zebulon Waters in Stoughtonham, MA. (later
annexed to Sharon). It was a Cape Codder styled home at the time, as shown below. She resided in a room
on the upper level on the left side of the Cape, until her marriage to Benjamin Gannett on April 7, 1785.

Deborah Samson and her husband Benjamin Gannett lived in a Small Cape Styled Home (with an L off the kitchen) from
April 1785 until 1812. This residence located in Sharon, was the home of her Grandfather Ben Gannet Sr. It was located
on East Street across the intersection with Billing Street before it was moved in 1827 to Easton, MA. .Mrs. Gannett’s 3
children were born in this home. In 1788 Deborah was a teacher (for 2 season’s) in the Old East District School House
on East Street, Sharon, MA. The original buildings burnt down twice.

347 East Street

Inside the School could have looked like this

In the mid 1790’s to early 1800’s Deborah Samson Gannett visited newspaper mogul, Herman Mann many
times, at his business or home in Dedham, MA, while drafting her autobiography and Lecture Tour speech.

Herman Mann House
now at 38 Bullard St.

Federal Street Theater in Boston where Deborah Samson Gannet
presented her Lecture Tour speech in March 22-26, 1802.

While on Tour Deborah stayed with
some of her old officers or friends,
like Captain Webb.

E H Streeters, Boston Branch building, in Holden, MA

New York 1803

...from here she went
home to Sharon, MA

Deborah’s
Room

In 1812, A 52 year old Deborah Samson, with her Husband
Benjamin Gannett and their 4 children, Earl, Patience and
Mary (Susanna was adopted) moved into their new home,
which was affectionately called “Earls Mansion”.
300 East Street
Sharon, Massachusetts

This photo was taken in Cobbs Tavern. Deborah Samson met
Paul Revere here to discuss her invalid Soldier Pension request.

41 Bay Rd.
Sharon, MA

In 1804, and several times thereafter Deborah Gannett visited Paul Revere at both his homes in Boston
and Canton, to request either loans of money, or assistance writing letters to congress for a pension as an
invalid soldier.

Revere Home and
Copper Works Co in
Canton.

BEAUMONT MILLS

Deborah Gannett worked for James Beaumont and his Beaumont Mills
company in Canton, Massachusetts, in her later years She would take
home cotton and clean it with “carding tools”.

An etching of Deborah’s Unitarian
Church in Sharon, made in 1820.

Deborah Samson and Benjamin Gannett were members of this Unitarian Church in 1821. Its
located on North Main St in Sharon. Their signatures are in the church Vault showing the Pew
they owned. After a Fire it was rebuilt 90 degrees to its original orientation. See below.

Unitarian Church in Sharon,
as it looks today.

