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Holiday Greetings from ……….. !
By Dean Borghorst
Over the years I’ve enjoyed collecting Bloom Brothers Co. Christmas and New Years
postcards. Bloom Brothers was a Minneapolis based company. The cards show various
Twin Cities sites and the lovely layouts and floral choices are so varied. Those cards that
have been sent are postmarked 1914 through 1916. I hope you enjoy them and happy
holidays!
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SPECIAL NOTICE FOR POSTCARD COLLECTOR MAGAZINE SUBSCRIBERS!!
By Duane Stabler, editor
As you probably know by now, the September/October issue was the last
magazine to be printed. Postcard Collector will be no more. I picked up some
information from several emails I’ve received on the topic so I’d like to share a bit
I’ve learned.
The publishers made no mention in this last issue that they were going out of
business, and I suspect that the decision to end publication was made after the
magazine was printed. The publishers are automatically transferring your subscription to Antique Trader whether you want it or not.

Sept
1
2008

Currently, the only postcard magazine published is Barr's Postcard News, which
is a very good alternative according to several people on the web.
Perhaps it is ironic, but Postcard Collector ran for exactly 25 years from November 1983 to October 2008.
When originally issued, the publisher was Doug Watson, and editor was Diane Allmen. The first regular column
was called Small Talk by Dave Long. The very first article, about pandas, appeared on the cover; it was written
by Michael G. Price. Other articles by Dorothy Ryan on Schmucker cards also appeared. George Gibbs wrote
an article on real photo cards, and Hal Ottaway had an article titled Collecting Postcards from McDonald's. The
first advertisement, which appeared on the inside cover page was from Sheldon Dobres for a Buy, Sell,
Auctions. Some of the other advertisers were Don & Sue Bodow, JoAnn Van Scotter who ran Postcard Sale #1,
Bill Cole Enterprises, selling Mylar sleeves, Rita & Jonah Shapiro had an ad for Foreign Postcards Wanted,
etc. The very first, and only auction to appear was that from Robert Quay with some great cards, most of which
sold for more than the estimates. Now, the magazine will become a collectable in itself!
There is a new website for postcard news and collectors: PostcardCollector.org where people can chat in our
postcard forums, contribute to our rapidly growing postcard wiki, submit articles, post free advertising, and
check our postcard show list. I guess we’ll have to see how all this develops.

2008 Board of Directors and Officers
•

President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797

Show Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573

•

Vice President: Open

Social Coordinator: Dave Halverson, 651-699-5587

•

Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062

•

Membership Chair: Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927

•

Editor: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654

Corresponding Sec.: Shirley Mitchell, 952-942-8874

•

Assistant Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428

Member-at-Large: John Cole, 507-789-6344

•

Webmaster: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654

•

Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573

Librarian: Louise Carpentier, 763-545-3133

Member-at-Large: Don Morgenweck, 952-926-8668
Member-at-Large: Alan Calavano, 507-282-4389
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Bloom Brothers Holiday Cards from page 1

Don’t forget to come to the December meeting and volunteer to
run for one of the Board of Directors positions. New participants
are welcome.
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Response to the Editor’s Challenge
By Dick Ferrel
To the Editor: Per your recent
article in the newsletter, I would
like to offer the set of 24 cards titled America's Famous Men by J.I.
Austen of Chicago.
I recognized the unique
characteristics of these cards and
purchased them as a sub-topic of
my sub-collecting interests in
patriotic cards. Quite remote from
my flour milling interests, but you
don't find too many NM sets of any
kind with the mailer intact.
I am attaching a scan of the mailer
with the first card in the series, as
well as scans of the tops of the
backs of all cards which reveal the
names involved. You will note that
the cards are oddly numbered
from A-325 to A-348. I would be
happy to supply scans of all of the
fronts if you need them.
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Famous continued from page 4
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TCPC’s 24th Annual Fall Postcard show in Review
The weather was perfect for a gathering of postcard collectors and dealers who had a chance to meet and
review the many thousands of postcards from 23 dealers locally and from the upper Midwest. In addition,
postcard boards were on display during the show. In the this newsletter, and the next one, we’ll show some
of the images from the show. Thank You goes out to Dave Johnson and others who pulled off another great
show. You’ll see more of the postcard show in the January issue of TCPC.
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Welcome New Members:
Chris Karp, White Bear Lake, MN 55110 collects: sports, stadiums, eclectic, misc.

Hotel Duluth
By John L. Cole
I’ve always been fascinated with the city of Duluth, Minnesota. I’ve been there many times and have
enjoyed it very much. It’s also a good place to find postcards. I usually hit all the Antique Malls in both
Duluth and Superior. It takes a little looking but
they are there.
One of the places I’ve not been to is the
memorial that was put up, I think, on the very
spot this incident happened. Back in the early
part of the 1900s some black carnival workers
were lynched by an angry mob. It was later
found out that these men were innocent and,
believe it or not, no one was ever charged in
their deaths. I’ve seen a real photo of the hanging and it had a very good price on it. The
memorial is in downtown Duluth so ask if you
are interested.
With this article I am showing a postcard of the
Duluth Hotel. It looks like a very modern
building for that time in the heart of downtown
Duluth. I came across a story that I would like
to share with you. It was in a 1950 book given
out by the S.S. Wayne that gave cruises around
the twin port harbor. It goes on to state:
“A 350 bound black bear, driven by
hunger and thirst from the woods into
the city, was killed at six A.M. on Sunday, August 18, 1929, in the lounge of
the Hotel Duluth. Sergeant Eli LeBeau,
of the police force, fired the rifle bullet
which brought the bear down into a heap
at the foot of the flight of stairs leading
to the second section of the lounge from
the main floor”
That was eighty years ago but you won’t see me
staying at that hotel even if its still in business.
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Editor’s Challenge

We have two different mysteries this month. Allyn Hillesheim came across the card above
that lists Paul Bunyan Postcard Club and the card was printed by Blue Ox in St Paul. Does
anyone know about this postcard club? Please let your editor know so we can share the
history with everyone.
The two postcards below were purchased by Robin Baker but he’s not been able to identify
the exact location where they were taken. On one card, the gas station identified is White
Eagle. Robin says that White Eagle had 20 stations in Minnesota in 1932. Standard Oil
Company bought them out sometime after that.
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I 94
By John L. Cole
I was going through my State
Capital post cards a couple of
weeks ago. I had too many
duplicates and was trying to thin
them out. I notice on one card
(card 1) that it showed I 94 under
construction. I’d never noticed
that before.

Card 1

Well, that was a surprise to me;
one thing postcard publishers
don’t do is make cards of things
being built. I suppose that’s
because they sell more after its
done rather than under
construction, step by step.
Card 2

On card 1, across the center of the
card, construction of I 94 is in
progress. Also, I noticed that in
the lower left corner , a new
building is being built. I’m not
sure what building it is but here
are two construction projects on
one card.
Card 2 shows I 94 construction but
also 35 E as it goes north across
the top of the card. Great arial
view of the bridges being built on
the right side.
Card 3 has a ramp to West I 94 in
the lower left corner. The white
retaining wall is the most
noticeable.
I don’t know if any one collects
this subject or not; I was quite
surprised to find three cards in my
State Capital heading. I guess I’m
going to have to look more closely
at cards I buy from now on.

Card 3
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POST CARDS WANTED

Advertising:
General advertising will appear in newsletters.
Members can have one free line ad in the
newsletter each year. Send your ad (and payment if required) to the newsletter editor.
Member Advertising rates (per issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00

Pre-1930 Real Photo and View Cards from
Minnesota Towns of:
St. Cloud—Wadena—Bertah—Hewitt
Harold Zosel
PO Box 782, St Cloud MN 56302-0782
Phone: 320-259-7049
; email: hzosel@aol.com
Xerox Preferred—Approvals Accepted
expires: January 2009

You’ve been stumped by the July Editor’s challenge

You will recall that Allan Hillesheim came across this unusual postcard apparently
taken in Maxbarr, ND of a group of people all dressed up but it’s unknown what they are
doing or why the photo postcard was made.
No one responded and the postcard’s history remains a mystery.
Here is your editor’s theory: Examining the card closely, I notice that there are various
items scattered in the foreground of the photo as well as behind the people. In the lower
right, a meat grinder, a top of a dresser or some kind of furniture as well as several
boards and a glass milk bottle. The background has what appears to be parts of a farm
implement or possibly a wagon seat but no evidence of any wheels. The items in the
front appear to be resting on either a dirt or a concrete slab, the people standing in a
ditch dug around the slab. All the people are dressed in their best. The babies appear to
have baptismal
gowns and the men
are mostly wearing
ties. The women are
dressed up also as if
they were attending
church.
Could this have been
a church destroyed
in what was often
called a cyclone or
tornado?
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)

Monthly Meeting Schedule

November 19, 2008
What is the most unusual or
most attractive Thanksgiving
Postcard in your
collection…...show and tell.

If you didn’t bring your board (that
you made for the postcard show)
then bring it to the November meeting and show those who missed it.

Upcoming Programs
It’s time to plan for 2009 and
we hope to offer programs
at least once per quarter
again this year. Do you
have a suggestion for
something you’d like to see?
Or, perhaps you’d like to
offer a program yourself
(don’t be shy)? Programs
should be about 15 minutes
in length and can be about
anything from your favorite
card topic or a general
postcard topic.

December 17, 2008
What is the most unusual or
most attractive Christmas
Postcard in your
collection…...show and tell.

Special note from the editor: Up to
now, I’ve had great support from
people providing material for this
newsletter but I’m at an all time low Call Dave Johnson at 651for new material. I know many of
426-3573 for further details.
you have great stuff, good ideas
and with a little effort, you can help
me a lot by providing material. Contact me at the meeting, by telephone
or by email.

Elections for the Board will
also occur… we need
volunteers.

Duane Stabler 952-447-8654
dstabler@bigfoot.com

Do you have a program you’d like to present? If so, contact Dave Johnson, program director

Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application
Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household
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Monthly Meeting Location:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
Got something you want to contribute? Contact:
Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: dstabler@bigfoot.com

Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted,
your dues are due! Please return the
application in this newsletter, with any
updates, and a check for $13, plus $1
for each additional name at the same
address.

We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com

