2018 MYRTLE BEACH BIRDIE CHAMPIONSHIP ODDS

After celebrating the 20th edition of the MBBC in Las Vegas, the group returned to Myrtle Beach for MBBC XXI.  However, shortly after MBBC XXI was over, everyone agreed that they wanted to go back to Vegas.  Future locations of the MBBC remain in doubt, but excitement is once again at an all-time high for MBBC XXII.  

This is perhaps the most difficult year for oddsmakers to set the lines due to a number of factors.  First and foremost, while the MBBC has been there before, Las Vegas is a completely different animal than Myrtle Beach.  20 years of going to Myrtle Beach has created a comfort and familiarity and favorable conditions for making birdies.  While successful in 2016, Las Vegas was an exhausting whirlwind for all of the players.  Besides golf, the players get very little sleep, and the time change makes things even more difficult.  Scott Woods thrived in Vegas and won his first title in 13 years, while the rest of the group somewhat struggled.  There will also be several fairly significant differences between 2016 and 2018.  The MBBC has broken all ties with The Flamingo, instead deciding to accept sponsorship from the New York New York Hotel and Casino.  While not necessarily a big deal on paper, it is a break from tradition that could affect play.  Another significant difference is the weather.  It’s actually difficult to say if the weather predicted for this year will make things more or less difficult than the weather experienced in 2016.  In 2016, the players faced cooler temperatures, but some significant wind.  At least one round in 2016 was nearly unplayable.  Things are expected to be significantly warmer this year without game-changing wind.  Finally, and perhaps most importantly, the number of rounds being played has been reduced to 6.  There is certainly the potential for this to actually lead to better play, as conceivably the players will be better rested for each round.   


The MBBC in Las Vegas features yet another gauntlet of courses.  Play will open at Reflection Bay, a group favorite from 2016.  Scott Woods and Dan Hoelke were both able to birdie the Par 5 18th hole in 2016, but there were actually few other, if any, birdie chances that year as the play was less than stellar.  On Day 2, the tournament will turn to the little known, Red Rock Arroyo Course.  Eric Drossner conducted some late research and believes it will be very easy and could lead to a barrage of birdies.  Day 3 will feature the other repeat from 2016, Wolf Creek.  2 years ago was a long, hot day, after a long night out, although Scott Woods and Paul Rovner were able to birdie the course.  Day 4 will be the only day of 36 holes, played at Primm Valley across the border into California.  Very little is known about Primm Valley, although the 2 courses were designed by group favorite Tom Fazio.  Whether or not that means anything remains to be seen.  Finally, the tournament will conclude on Day 5 at Dragon Ridge Country.  Once again, very little is known about the course other than it has a cool name.  There has been some suggestion that it may be similar to Rio Secco.  Unlike 2016, only one round is expected to be played on the final day. 

As usual, there has been a high level of chatter in the build-up to the MBBC, but, as discussed below, it is believed that the players have played the fewest warm-up rounds in the history of the MBBC, which will obviously have a significant affect on the number of birdies, as well as each player’s odds to win…

Odds to Win

Eric Drossner: 1-1

Quite frankly, the oddsmakers have absolutely no idea what to expect from Drossner.  Due to a family emergency, he had to leave MBBC XXI after 2 birdie-less rounds.  Therefore, he has not really played “competitive” golf in about 2 years.  The last time Drossner was in the thick of things was in Las Vegas in 2016, when, quite frankly, he was not much of a factor.  He seemed to struggle with all factors listed above and after answering Woods’ opening hole birdie did very little the rest of the trip.  Oddsmakers seem to think that experience will serve him well this year.  However, Drossner has only played one round leading up to the MBBC, and that was a scramble.  He has not been his usual active self, and is obviously not as well prepared as he’s been in the past.  Drossner is still the best golfer in the MBBC, so the oddsmakers expect him to be in the running for the title.

Dan Hoelke: 6-5

Is this the year?!?!?!  Once again, as the calendar turns to May, Hoelke supporters are looking for reasons to believe that this is the year Hoelke gets back to the top of the MBBC podium.  There actually appears little reason for optimism.  After being unemployed the year before, Hoelke found a new job and it’s safe to say that things are less than ideal.  Hoelke has not been as active in MBBC chatter over the last 6 months, and he has had no time to play any warm-up rounds.  He did manage to get in a warm-up round a couple of weeks ago and somehow fired 2 birdies, the only birdies made by any members of the MBBC in warm-up rounds.  So, the theory for those who believe this is the year for Hoelke goes something like this… Hoelke has been getting crushed at work.  This trip will be his opportunity to relax and let loose.  A relaxed Hoelke with nothing to lose is dangerous and has a real shot.  In addition, the reduction in the number of rounds being played may actually favor Hoelke.  His ability to score in bunches, as shown at Grande Dunes last year means if he gets out, not only could he contend, he could put the title away before the other players wake up.  Hoelke has also bought a new putter.  Some suggest this smacks of desperation, but if the new flat stick gets hot early, there’s no doubt it will give Hoelke the confidence he needs to close things out.   
Scott Woods: 3-2

Woods is the least prepared he’s ever been for the MBBC.  Since walking off the 18th green at Grande Dunes last year, Woods has played a grand total of 10 holes.  He played in the Outer Banks in August, 2017 and the round was rained out after 10 holes.  He has not gone to the driving range and has not even touched his clubs since that aborted round. The closest he’s come to anything golf related is watching it on television.  However, this is not overly unusual for Woods.  He has been less than prepared in the past and still manages to make birdies and at least be a factor in the MBBC.  Oddsmakers expect more of the same this year.  Even without playing, Woods still has the potential to find at least 4 birdies.  In addition, Woods has to have some added confidence since he broke his duck in Vegas 2 years ago.
Paul Rovner: 30-1
Rovner shocked the world again last year, when he seemingly came out of nowhere to capture the title.  Oddsmakers obviously believe there is little reason to believe that Rovner can go back-to-back.  He has not played any warm-up rounds and there have been very few reports about driving range excursions.  While all four players have played very little, Rovner is the least likely to be able to still score well.  He struggled off the tee in Las Vegas in 2016.  That said, he struggled horribly off the tee last year and still managed to find the birdies to bring home the title.  Of the 4 players, Rovner absolutely must get on the board early.  If he’s able to take an early lead, the pressure could build on the other players, and the fact that one less round is being played, could make it difficult to mount a comeback.  Rovner does also have the advantage of the champion’s tiebreaker, which also could be a factor with one less round being played. 
Over/Under - Hole on which the first birdie will be made
7.5

I actually remember very little about the front 9 at Reflection Bay (we started on the back in 2016), so I have no idea if there are any holes that could be considered birdie opportunities.  My recollection is that those nine holes were largely a disaster for all of us.  I don’t think there were any excuses for that either, since it was only our second round of the trip.  Wind was a factor, which lead to my birdie.  This odd has now been offered for 7 years.  The under is now 6-1.

Individual Player Over/Unders

Eric Drossner – 4.5
Dan Hoelke - 3.5
Scott Woods - 3.5
Paul Rovner - 1.5

Not much has changed over the last 10 years or so, so I don’t think there’s really much to say…

Group Over/Under
12.5

Nobody’s played and there’s one less round on the schedule.  2 years ago, there were 14 birdies in 7 rounds…  The time change, long nights, lack of sleep, and weather left us struggling during several rounds.  Seems unlikely that things will be any different this year, but I guess we’ll see…

