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FROM THE PRESIDENT
This is the second newsletter we published this year and I extend a hearty “Well Done” to our
Newsletter Editor, Jock Bethune, and our graphic artist, Stacey Hull at APA, for their efforts on
both of the issues. I trust you find them informative and enjoyable. Incidentally, Stacey has
been assigned by APA to act as our Grey Eagle liaison since Sue Pyle has retired.
Here is your last chance reminder about our convention in San Diego. You have until Sept. 28
to book a hotel and until early October to get your registration form in. You should have
already received the convention packet, but, if you did not, all the info is available on the web
site and you can use the form found in this newsletter to register. Hotel information is also on
the web site as is a link that will allow you to make a hotel reservation online.

CA Bob Hoch

Charlie Morton selected the San Diego convention site and I will try to honor his memory throughout the event. He was
excited about the tour to the Safari Park, and so should we be, since it is one of the most highly rated wildlife parks in
the United States. The tour includes the bus, the tram ride, lunch and a ticket to the zoo good for any of the next 30 days.
That ticket to the San Diego Zoo would be $52 by itself. We have scheduled a free day to take advantage of this and the
hotel shuttle offers complimentary transportation to and from the zoo.
Charlie was also very enthused about the USS Midway. We have chartered the entire ship for our evening function and
hope to be able to have dinner on the flight deck. The weather may force us onto the hangar deck but we will still have
an old fashioned turkey dinner cooked onboard. We will have docents solely for our use and the number who sign up
for this event will determine how many simulators and instructors we rent for use prior to the dinner. Your ticket will
give you access to the Midway all day, so you can go aboard early, see the movie, get the audio tour and wander as much
as you like. Then, in the afternoon, if you return to the hotel for a visit to our hospitality suite and perhaps a small nap,
you will be prepared for the evening back aboard. It is a short walk to and from the hotel but we can get shuttle buses if
we learn that some folks will need a ride after the dinner.
NEW SUBJECT: American Airlines has instituted a department of Military and Veterans Initiatives and the folks in this
group have done a marvelous job of supporting our veterans and those“Gold Star”men, women and children who have
lost a military family member. “SkyBall” and “Snowball Express,” are their primary events and we as Grey Eagles are invited
to volunteer to help with both. At our business meeting, I intend to ask for a resolution of support for these efforts. Also,
they recently offered us an opportunity to pre-screen a PBS special movie entitled “USS Arizona: A Journey Home” and
we have scheduled it as our DFW Grey Eagles luncheon on September 29. It will take place at the C. R. Smith Museum
from 12:30 to 3 p.m. Sandwiches and hors d’oeuvres plus complimentary wine and beer will be served. The cost will be
$25 per person. The invitation includes wives, significant others and widows, too, but the theater is small so the first 122
who RSVP will be guaranteed a seat. Further information is found later in this newsletter.

EXECUTIVE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
First Vice President’s Report
Some of you may remember my stint as the Grey Eagles Southeast Area Director from 1995 until
2000. The primary task of an Area Director is planning and organizing retirement dinners, a task both
rewarding and challenging. When I retired in November 2000 at a dinner hosted by my successor,
the late Mike van Doren, I mentioned I would remain active in Grey Eagles matters. But I was saved
from accepting a new position by being elected to the Naples, FL Airport Authority followed by
corporate flying until 2009. By then, I was sure I was off the Grey Eagles Executive Board radar screen!
So imagine my surprise, when I received a call in June 2015, from Bill Rose, Chair of the Nominating
Committee. He asked me if I would consider coming on the Grey Eagles Executive Board, as the next
2nd Vice President. Well, it didn’t take me long to think about this…NO WAY! I thought that would
be the end of it but did not realize what a determined group I was dealing with. A call from then President Fred Landbeck
sealed the deal. I agreed to come on board as 2nd Vice President. American Airlines was my home away from home for 31
years, a second home of which I was very fond, and the Grey Eagles is a perfect way in which to keep those fond memories
alive. If the Grey Eagles Executive Board was confident in my abilities to lead this organization, then I owed them the
respect of giving it a try. I am humbled by being asked to take on such an important role. I can assure you I’ll be doing a
lot more than simply giving it a try. As your current 1st Vice President, my task is to assist President Bob Hoch in making
the upcoming San Diego Convention a huge success, which it will be! This convention is dedicated to the memory of
Charlie Morton, who would have been the Grey Eagles President this year. His untimely death in December 2016 left us
with a void that at first glance looked as if I was going to have to fill. I was clearly not up to the task. Fortunately, the Grey
Eagles Secretary and longtime Grey Eagles devotee, Bob Hoch, stepped in as President. This allowed me time to get up
to speed. Since January 2017, there have been several occasions when I was grateful Bob was at the helm instead of me!
CA Peter G
Eschauzier

With all the retirements coming up over the next five years, I will make it a priority to recruit as many retirees, as well as
those over 50 years of age, into the Grey Eagles. We all need to do a better job of selling the Grey Eagles. Its a rewarding
experience of reconnecting with one’s former colleagues, be it at annual conventions, monthly luncheons or retirement
dinners. And, without the enormous support of the Allied Pilots Association, especially their current leadership, the Grey
Eagles would have a difficult time operating. I’ll also continue to foster the good relationship that has developed between
the TWA Retired Pilots Association, the retired US Airways pilots and the Grey Eagles. As someone observed, we are all
pilots with different backgrounds, and the Grey Eagles is a perfect venue to share one’s history and enjoy the traditional
camaraderie.
The 2018 Convention next year will be a Western Caribbean cruise aboard the Celebrity Equinox, departing Miami on
December 1, 2018. Stay tuned for more details. In the meantime, I look forward to seeing many of you at upcoming
retirement banquets and at the San Diego Convention Saturday, October 28 – Thursday, November 2, 2017!

Second Vice President’s Report
The job of second vice president is usually a quiet year of learning the ropes of the organization
and personalities on the board. Having the good fortune of being on and off the board for 12
years, I had about all the learning I needed! So I have gotten right down to Convention 2019.
In the planning, I initially considered FLL, but with a Miami cruise in 2018, I moved my thoughts
farther north. In mid June I spent three days touring hotels and other sites in Toronto, Ontario.
I looked at eight properties. Several are on the short list at this time. (Call me for details.) Most
of the hotels are within blocks of the CN Tower in downtown Toronto. I also researched some
of the particularities of a convention in Ontario. Their liquor laws and prices will definitely be a
factor. The length of the trip to Niagara Falls (our signature event) is also a factor. But it is an
exciting city and fantastic convention destination. Indeed, all the hotels I inspected were nearly
full. One is already taking convention reservations for 2025! After Toronto, I drove to Buffalo
and Niagara Falls. I was based in BUF as a new hire and I can tell you, it is not the same old
CA J. C. Farrell
Buffalo. It’s a thriving, modern city with easy access to Niagara Falls and a host of other activities.
There have been no decisions yet and I am going to take the Site Selection Committee to both cities in the Fall and hope
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to make a selection prior to the SAN Convention.
On that note, my other job is your Hospitality Coordinator. That means I work with our TWA partners and our Area Directors
to make the hospitality room a success. I have been out to SAN with the rest of the BoD and I can say the hospitality
room there will be every bit as good as the one we had in NOLA. Stop by for a drink!

Treasurer’s Report
Hello All,
This is my first address to the Membership since I was installed as Treasurer at the Las Vegas, NV
Convention in 2014, taking office effective January 6, 2015.
Changes have taken place with our accounting system as our annual dues payers have noticed.
This updated version went through some transitional changes that caused some of our members
to receive notices that they had not paid their previous dues. We have ironed that all out now
and we are back on track with updated records on our Annual Dues paying members.
At our last Board Meeting in San Diego, CA, in May, the Board discussed an issue that is becoming
a real concern for the future of the Grey Eagles - New Members. As you review the Flown West
roster in this issue of the newsletter, you can see that our membership is declining very quickly.
CA Steve Brooks
When we look at our new members coming on board, we do not see very many names. As of
the Spring Board Meeting, only thirty-eight new members had signed on since our New Orleans Convention in 2016.
This is why I am asking you for help and for suggestions on how we can get our recruitment numbers on the rise.
There have been significant changes in the way the flights are conducted today as compared to the past. The guys and
gals up front do not carry a kit bag anymore! Everything that was in that kit bag is now on an iPad computer! Pilots do
not meet in Ops to get weather updates, talk to Dispatch, or print out paperwork. Thus we don’t get to see and greet
each other in Ops anymore. We have thus lost the camaraderie opportunity that we used to experience before, during,
and even after our flights.
Thus I come to you, fellow members, to insure The Grey Eagles remains a viable, on-going organization of fraternal brothers
that are able to enjoy both their senior years of flying and their retirement years together!
Please help me by offering suggestions on ways to recruit new members by contacting me at the information provided
below. Even better, recruit a new member - active or retired! The membership application can easily be found on our
website www.greyeagles.org. OUR FUTURE DEPENDS ON IT!
Thanks! I sincerely hope my wife Connie and I will be able to meet and greet you and your significant other in San Diego
in October!
Fraternally,
Steve Brooks, Grey Eagles Treasurer
570-620-7809; email treasurerge@gmail.com

Grey Eagles
Board Meeting held
in January, 2017.
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Fellow Grey Eagles,
Here’s an update on the mid 2017 status of The Grey Eagles Foundation. Thanks to all of you who have so generously
given us your financial support over the years…especially the last four years. Your recent contributions have put us in a
very good financial position.
The purpose of the Foundation is to give financial aid to retired AA pilots and their families, commonly called The Pioneers,
who did not have the very fine retirement benefits most of us have received. Over the last 35 years, the Foundation has
given financial aid to dozens of such pilots and their family members.
With the passing of one of the widows last December, the Foundation is now giving stipends to two widows of retired
pilots whose average age is 88. They will most likely be the last recipients of our aid. As of June 1, 2017 we now give $600
to each widow for a total of $1200/month or $14,400/year.
As of June 30, 2017 the Foundation has $93,594 in total funds. The inflow of contributions following my Fall 2016 update
was amazing. In 2016 you contributed $20,900. We now only need to collect around $10,000 in donations annually to
ensure the viability of the Foundation until the need is no longer there.
I am asking that each of you who contributed to the Foundation last year only contribute half as much this year. Those
of you who send us regular checks, usually monthly, please reduce the amount you send by one half. By doing so, the
Foundation can finish its mission.
To send a check directly to the Foundation, make your check out to The Grey Eagles Foundation and send it to:
The Grey Eagles Foundation
14600 Trinity Boulevard, Suite 500
Fort Worth, TX 76155-2512
No longer put “ATTN: Sue Pyle.” Please just address it to The Grey Eagles Foundation. To make a donation by credit card,
go to www.thegreyeagles.org, click on the Home tab, click on Foundation, scroll down to step 2 and follow instructions.
All contributions are tax deductible. You will receive a special IRS receipt on contributions
of $250 or more. If we can get the same number of Grey Eagles to donate half as much
this year as they did last year, we can fund the needs of the Foundation until its purpose
is fulfilled. A donation of any amount is greatly appreciated.
Thank you,
For The Grey Eagles Foundation Board of Directors
Captain Steven Fryer, Retired
Secretary/ Treasurer – The Grey Eagles Foundation
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GREY EAGLES & T WA 2016 CONVENTION
NEW ORLEANS, L A
CONVENTION REPORT
Grey Eagles President – First Officer Melanie Jarvi
TWA Retired Pilots Association President – Captain Dusty West
The first joint land-based convention with the Grey Eagles and TWA was held in New Orleans
from October 28 - November 4, 2016. The headquarters hotel was the Hotel Monteleone on
Royal Street with a contracted room rate of $149 for the major convention nights. The US Airways
Soaring Eagles were also invited and 12 guests attended from this association of retired pilots.
The location of the hotel was ideal. Centered on Royal
Street allowed easy access to all the restaurants, specialty
shopping, live music, coffee and beignets, and of course
the novelty of Bourbon Street was just around the corner.
A total of 294 guests registered and attended the event. 233 Grey Eagles – 79%, 49 TWA – 17%, 12 Soaring Eagles – 4%
The group picked up a total of 690 room nights over seven days. We had quite a few terrific events that will be highlighted
in the following story and photo collage.
City & Cemetery Tour – 138 guests on Monday & Thursday
Cajun Encounters of New Orleans provided this private tour including all of the highlights of the city. Our guests visited
Jackson Square, St. Louis Cathedral, the Garden District with the beautiful architecture of the Antebellum era and the
above ground cemeteries. In addition, the tragedy of Hurricane Katrina was addressed with a visit to the 9th Ward. The
tour concluded with a scrumptious lunch at Huck Finn’s Café.
Steamboat Natchez – 227 guests
Cruising down the Mississippi River, listening to live jazz, and enjoying a Mint Julep is
certainly the best way to spend a day in New Orleans. The majority of our guests
included the Steamboat Natchez on their visit to the “Big Easy” and the cruise with a
delicious buffet of local cuisine was thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Auxilliary Members Tea – 40 guests
This event is a special opportunity for us to welcome and get to know our widows. Their lives were forever intertwined
with the airline and they are always welcome at the convention. The hotel served scrumptious beignets and coffee at
the one hour hosted event. The ladies always seem to enjoy this opportunity to get to know one another.
5

Welcome Reception – 272 guests
What a terrific “Mardi Gras” themed party we had for our welcome reception! Greeted by two beautiful showgirls, entertained by strolling magicians, intriguing tarot card and palm readers, add unlimited cocktails and a vast array of amazing
food and we started our convention out in style! Special thanks to all of the volunteers that made the evening so special.
Especially the bartenders who worked tirelessly for the entire evening...Stephanie and Ed Cook, Ilse and Bob Dedman,
Gene York and J.C. Farrell...our thanks!
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Oak Alley Plantation – 64 guests
This historic mansion is representative of the grandeur and privilege of living on a southern plantation in the 1800’s. The
event included a guided tour of the mansion and grounds and a special buffet lunch of local fare.
National WWII Museum – 241 guests
One of the highlights of the week was our day and evening at the
National WWII Museum. Guests were invited to tour the myriad
of exhibits, galleries, and experiences throughout the day. We
were treated to a private
showing of the 4D movies
“Beyond All Boundaries”
(produced and narrated
by Tom Hanks) then escorted to the Freedom Pavillion for
our private event. We were greeted by three lovely USO
ladies “The Liberty Bells” singing patriotic music from the 1940’s. A special
presentation was provided by the museum collections manager followed with
a delightful buffet dinner. Many guests have said this event was one of their
favorites of the week.
Honey Island Swamp Tour – 126 guests
No doubt this event is truly unique to the southern bayou. Visiting alligators and learning how the people lived in the
Cajun country was an experience enjoyed by many. The event was topped off with a Muffaletta sandwich at the Southside
Café in Slidell, Louisiana. You won’t find an event like this anywhere except the south!
Banquet Dinner – 230 guests
Entertained by Dr. Jazz and his six
piece live band made the evening
very special. We had a full ballroom
with dinner, dancing and a special
presentation by the new president
of the Allied Pilots Association,
Captain Dan Carey. The evening
wouldn’t have been as beautiful or
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fun without the amazing centerpieces designed and created by Susy Madigan (Ed
Madigan’s lovely wife). The hats and saxophones were all over including everyone
on the dance floor. It was a great evening enjoyed by all.
Special Mention – Joint Hospitality Suite – Riverview Room
2016 was the first time in recent years that the hotel allowed us to bring our own beverages into a public meeting room.
The hotel provided the Riverview Room on the 16th floor with a beautiful view of the Mississippi River. This joint hospitality
suite was a great success. Almost everyone commented that having the entire group together was a great idea. It allowed
for the Grey Eagles from every domicile to spend time together and all guests to mingle with the “other” groups and
created a great opportunity to meet new friends. The Grey Eagles, TWA and Soaring Eagles all enjoyed being together
every evening and certainly many new friendships were formed. Again, there is no doubt the success was due primarily
to the hosts including Ed and Stephanie Cook, Bob and Ilse Dedman, and J.C. Farrell.
Special Thanks to the Registration Room Volunteers
Many wives of the Grey Eagles and TWA work weeks in advance and during the entire convention to prepare, organize
and greet our guests in the Registration Room. Special thanks to Lee West, Carolyn Landbeck, Connie Brooks, Gail York,
and Helen Wilder for their time and efforts. Of course special thanks to DeEtte Hoch who makes the dinner seating go
so smoothly with her organization and attention to detail. Not to mention, she greets everyone with a smile and sits at
her table for hours each day!
Congratulations to President Melanie Jarvi for a tremendously successful convention. President Jarvi worked for a year
planning, organizing, and promoting the 2016 convention in New Orleans. It was her recommendation to visit New Orleans and her selection of the beautiful Hotel Monteleone.
Melanie...Job well done.
See you all in San Diego!
by Vicki McGowen, Meeting Planner
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GREY EAGLES & TWA 2017 SAN DIEGO CONVENTION
Charlie Morton planned this get together and we hope to honor his memory with a grand turnout. The hotel
location is ideal and the tours should be a lot of fun. The combination Safari Park and San Diego Zoo tour is a very
good deal, plus Grey Eagles Night aboard USS Midway looks as if it will be a memorable event. The hospitality
suite, another joint operation with TWA, and the sunset cruise aboard Hornblower will be highlights, as well,
and at the closing banquet, Captain Bob Shore will be our speaker. He was in the New York office on 9/11 and
will share some positive experiences from that otherwise horrible day. Our business meeting will take place
early on the last day and, although it is not on the registration form, we need at least 50 Grey Eagles for a quorum,
so please plan to attend.
An AA20 discount ticket to San Diego is a good idea. Non-revving is going to be difficult, we fear, and we also
suggest you buy the travel insurance in case something bad happens. We hope that does not occur and that
we will see all of you in San Diego.
Convention Updates and the “who is coming” list are on our web site: www.thegreyeagles.org

REGISTRATION GUIDELINES
1. Registration Fee is required for each attendee.
2. Payment is to be made by check payable to “The Grey Eagles” and mailed to Steve Brooks
3. Tour descriptions and schedule of events are included in this packet.
4. Hotel reservations must be made by September 28, 2017 to get the Grey Eagles rate.
5. REFUND POLICY
A. Registration Fees are non-refundable.
B. Tours: Refunds for tours will be made only if cancellation is received more than 7 days prior to the event
and/or we can resell your seat(s)/ticket(s).
C. Hotel: The first night’s deposit on the hotel room will be assessed if you cancel less than 60 days prior
to October 28. The hotel assesses room attrition fees to the association and this policy is an attempt to
minimize that expense.

Mail the completed form and the check to:
Steve Brooks, Grey Eagles
1115 Spearmint Street
Stroudsburg, PA 18360
Any Questions? Please contact our Meeting Planner: Vicki McGowen
email: vickimcgowen@charter.net
Phone: 775-722-2811
You can use the registration form to buy raffle tickets even if you are not attending. Your
name will be printed on the tickets and they will be placed in the bowl by the president.
12
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PRESENTS

IN SUPPORT OF

Skyball XV
November 10-11, 2017
Hangar 5 at DF W Airport Texas
The American Airlines Sky Ball is the premier fundraising event for one of the oldest military support organizations in
the US, the Air Power Foundation which was formed by the Fort Worth Airpower Council. Sky Ball has allowed the
Airpower Foundation to contribute solely to funding projects that directly support the members and families of all
branches of our military, veterans and wounded, ill or injured service members and their families. Last year, Sky Ball raised
more than $2.6 million to support our military through contingency funds at the Naval Air Station Fort Worth Joint
Reserve Base and other military support organizations.
The Airpower Foundation was founded to be a nationwide 501(c)(3) non-profit dedicated to supporting active duty,
reserve and National Guard families. The direct donations and sponsorships help support the children of our fallen
military heroes, projects such as helping amputee and burn survivors transition to civilian life, providing advanced
technology “smart” homes to severely wounded service members through our support of the Gary Sinise Foundation,
kayak fishing expeditions for physically and emotionally challenged veterans, and so much more.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! WEBPAGE REGISTRATION OPENED AUGUST 3, 2017!
GREY EAGLES: We have lots of needs for volunteers this year and many new opportunities, so please check out our list of
available teams for the event. When you are ready to register, please go to the Volunteer! Page listed below.
Certain teams fill up quick, so please register early.

www.skyballvolunteer.com/projects
Also, invite your family and friends to volunteer. This is a great event for team building also. If you are interested in bringing a large group for team building, please contact us skyballvolunteer@yahoo.com at and we can get you set up!

Please visit www.skyballinfo.com for details on how you can sponsor, get tickets,
and be a part of this spectacular event!
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Snowball Express – Paying It Forward
As posted in the June 9, 2017 APA Information Hotline
The following is a joint message from APA President CA Dan Carey and American Airlines VP-Flight CA Kimball Stone.
American Airlines has a long and proud history of support for our nation’s service members and veterans, as well as their
families. Through our Veterans and Military Initiatives Program, we support many charitable military organizations. One
of those organizations is Snowball Express.
Since 2007, American Airlines team members have been an integral part of Snowball Express. Each December, pilots and
flight attendants volunteer their time to fly aircraft and crew flights that bring children and spouses of fallen military
heroes together for four fun-filled days to help them create new memories and remind them that the sacrifice of their
loved one is not forgotten. Team members who have participated in this event tell us that it is life-changing, and our list
of volunteers grows annually.
With American’s new uniform, our pilots have told us that they want a way to express their patriotism. We’re proud to
introduce a powerful way to do so — and to pay it forward for the children of our fallen military heroes.
Designed especially for American Airlines pilots, active and retired, the new
patriotic lapel pin and tie clasp represent the red, white and blue tail design
of our aircraft with contrails incorporating gold stars — symbolic of our
nation’s Gold Star families. The tie clasp and lapel pin set is $20, and 100
percent of the proceeds will benefit Snowball Express. To order your set,
visit www.snowballexpress.org/lapelpin.
Thank you for your support of our service members and veterans. Together,
we can continue to make a difference for the children and spouses of those
who gave the ultimate sacrifice. — Kimball and Dan

IF YOU ARE IN THE DFW AREA ON
SEPTEMBER 29, YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND
THE GREY EAGLES DFW SEPTEMBER LUNCHEON

C.R. Smith Museum, Friday, September 29, 2017
from 12:30-3:00 p.m. $25 per person

Sandwiches, hors d’oeuvres, and complimentary wine and beer
will be served courtesy of Veterans and Military Initiatives.

Movie Viewing of “USS Arizona: A Journey Home”
RSVP to dfwgreyeagles@gmail.com or
call Bruce Ott at 214-957-4658.

Wives, guests and Grey Eagles widows are invited to attend.
The RSVP’s will be used to create an attendance list which
will guarantee the first 122 guests a seat for the movie.
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CAPTAIN BOB MALONE, RIP
1934 – 2017

Bob Malone (second from right) with Jock Bethune, Phil Smythe, and Bob Hoch in
February 2016
We regret to announce that former APA President CA Bob Malone died Tuesday, August 8 after an extended battle with
Parkinson’s disease. He was 83.
CA Malone’s extensive record of service to the APA membership includes two terms as president from 1979 to 1985,
preceded by one term as vice president from 1976 to 1979. He also served as DFW Domicile Chairman and Vice Chairman
and was a member of the Negotiating, Professional Standards, and Hotel Committees.
His service continued after retirement, as he also served in many aspects for the Grey Eagles. CA Malone was Southern
Area Director and a long time member of The Grey Eagles Foundation. He was GE President in 1999, was made an
Honorary Life member in 2000, Convention Chairman in 2002, and received the GE Special Recognition Award in
December 2004.
We extend our heartfelt condolences to CA Malone’s wife, Carole, and their family. There will be no funeral service, but
you can send your condolences to 125 Tracks Trail, Center Point, TX, 78010.

Sue Pyle Bravely Battles Cancer
Our dear friend and fellow Grey Eagle, Sue Pyle, can use our prayers. Earlier this year the
melanoma she had removed 13 years ago returned. She had surgery in March but the
tumors again returned and she has undergone 28 radiation treatments. These have
shrunk the tumors and she feels good with minimal discomfort and side effects. She has
since had CTs done and CT results from melanoma doc are encouraging. Tumors are
reduced by a lot. Nothing in her lungs. Whatever is in her liver is reduced a lot. Her doctor
says they are on the right track. It’s still a very serious condition but death not eminent
at this time. Another CT Scan will be performed in 8 weeks. Continuing with every 14
days immune therapy infusions. She will continue to battle bravely, and we wish her all
the best. Please continue with your constant prayers as they are needed as much as ever
and are appreciated greatly. Sue and her family are VERY thankful to God for His loving
kindness. In addition to the prayers, cards are welcome. Her address is 3795 Burleson
Retta Road, Burleson, TX 76028.

16

Second Addresses in the Grey Eagles Database
When you filled out the new member registration form, there was a slot to include your summer (or winter) second home
address along with the months you planned to be there. The idea was that we could send convention registration packets
to that address if the mailing date coincided with your occupancy dates.
We did that with the convention mailing that went out the end of July. About 15% of those envelopes that went to
second addresses were returned. Our Secretary, Gary Yudell, then forwarded the packets to the primary addresses, but
that delayed the arrival of the packets.
Our database is only as good as the information we receive from you. If you move and fail to tell us, you will not receive
the newsletter or the convention registration information. By the same token, if you have sold or no longer use your
second home, we need to know that.
Obviously, if you receive this newsletter, we have your correct home address. But address corrections regarding the
removal (or the addition) of a second address and the months it is in use must be e-mailed to our secretary at
gesecy@gmail.com. Gary is working diligently to verify each and every entry in our database and he has learned of many
deaths that were previously unreported. It is an ongoing effort that he would like to complete before he leaves office at
the end of this year.
Thanks for your help.

I RETIRED PRIOR TO NOVEMBER 1, 2012.
HOW DO I LEARN THE BALANCE OF THE $50,000 LIFETIME MAXIMUM
AMERICAN ARLINES UNITED HEALTH CARE MEDICAL BENEFIT?
1. Call 1-800-638-9599.
2. The recording will ask for your birth date.
3. Then it might ask for your social security number.
4. Then it will present you with a voice menu.
5. Ask for a representative.
6. The representative will ask for your date of birth and perhaps your mailing address.
7. Tell the representative that you wish to know the balance of your $50,000 retiree medical benefit.
8. They will tell you that it must be mailed to you. It can take up to 30 days.

HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR APA BENEFITS?
APA Benefits personnel are ready and available to help you with answers specific to your individual
situation. They can be reached at:

Phone: 817-302-2140
Fax: 817-302-2209
Email: benefits.sec@alliedpilots.org
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GREY EAGLE PROFILE
CAPTAIN WARREN VANDERBURGH
1942 – 2016
Eulogy by Captain Gary McClellan, November 23, 2016
I met Van at American Airlines, 30 years ago. We were not only colleagues
at work, he was my friend. We lived near each other on Eagle Mountain
Lake, near Fort Worth, Texas, where in our younger years, we sailed in
competitions as well as sailed the Caribbean. He was a conscientious
Captain on the water and as most of you know, he was an excellent
Airline Captain, contributing to aviation safety.
He started his aviation career receiving a regular commission as a
distinguished graduate of the Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps
in 1964. He completed pilot training as the outstanding officer in his
class at Moody Air Force Base in Georgia. Throughout his Air Force career,
Van flew F-100s, F-105s, A-10s and F-4Es in the states as well as in Vietnam
Retirement Flight DFW-ZRH-DFW 2002
and Europe. He was in combat throughout Southeast Asia logging 254
combat missions. Over his military career, he was a command pilot with over 3,700 flying hours in four different fighter
aircraft. When he left active duty, to pursue a civilian career with American Airlines,
he joined the Air National Guard and the Air Force Reserve, where he served in various
high level positions. He held the unit’s TOP GUN award for over a decade. Additionally,
he was decorated with the “Legion of Merit” Distinguished Flying Cross, Meritorious
Service Medal, Air Medal with Twelve Oak Leaf Clusters, the Air Force Commendation
Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, Combat Readiness Medal with seven oak leaf flusters,
Vietnam Service Medal, Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm and Republic of Vietnam
Campaign Medal. He retired as a full Colonel in 1992.
In 1970, Van started his 32 year career with American Airlines, which is where I met
him. He flew as Captain on the B-727, DC-10, B-757, B-767 and B-777, logging over
20,000 hours, domestically and internationally. In addition to piloting commercial
flights, he was the Acceptance Test Pilot for the first deliveries of the then, new
Gary and Sandra McClellan with
B-777s. With his vast flying experience, his aeronautical background, and overall Donna and Warren VanderBurgh
understanding of Safety, Van was asked to develop the first time ever training
at the December, Grey Eagles
program to address the leading cause of
DFW Christmas Party
air carrier accidents and corporate hull
loss. Captain VanderBurgh was the right guy for this task. He was committed
to developing an extensive training program which came to be known as
the Advanced Aircraft Maneuvering Program. This program was successfully
implemented not only at American Airlines but went on to be the standard
for airline and corporate flight departments worldwide. For his accomplishments, he was awarded the Flight Safety Foundation’s Admiral Luis de Florez
Flight Safety Award.
Prior to retiring, I had the pleasure of building and flying an RV-8 acrobatic
airplane with my son and Van. Even though there were some challenges in
the building of our plane, Van continued to work through them and was
proud of the finished product. He enjoyed flying it and took advantage of
beautiful mornings here in Fort Worth to fly aerobatics, doing fly-ins to Oshkosh and before marrying Donna, flying it
back and forth to Oklahoma!
Van might have been retired from American but he loved to fly. So he put not only his flying talents to work but his keen
common sense and business knowledge into a successful enterprise. Van formed a limited liability company, Angel Fire
Express, flying and operating two Pilatus PC-12’s. I remember when he started looking at aircraft to decide which plane
would best fit the requirements of safety, long-range and high altitude airport operations.
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Van was more than a Pilot; he built his business from the ground up. From Day 1, in a sense, he was the Head of Flight
Operations, Training, Maintenance, and Finance all in one. His schedule kept him busy, always working on something to
make the next trip a safe and smooth one, for his passengers. He did it all and enjoyed it. I don’t think his clients ever
realized all that he was responsible for and the superb job he did. He made it look so easy.
Van put his all in to flying. It was a reflection of how he lived. With his high standards, dedication to others, kindness,
caring, charisma and the inherent ability of grace, humility and good humor. Van is one of the best pilots and finest men
I have had the pleasure of calling my friend. I’ll leave you with a passage that embodied Van:
“Once the wings go on, they never come off, whether they can be seen, or not. It fuses to the soul through adversity,
fear and adrenaline and no one who has ever worn them with pride, integrity and guts, can ever sleep through the
‘call of the wild’ that wafts through bedroom windows in the deep of the night.
When a good pilot leaves the ‘job’ and retires, many are jealous, some are pleased and yet others, who may have
already retired, wonder. We wonder if he knows what he is leaving behind, because we already know.
We know, for example, that after a lifetime of camaraderie that few experience it will remain as a longing for those
past times. We know in the world of flying, there is a fellowship which lasts long after the flight suits are hung up in
the back of the closet. We know even if he throws them away, they will be on him with every step and breath that
remains in his life. We also know how the very bearing of the man speaks of what he was and in his heart, still is.”

CAPTAIN JOE SITTINGER
Joe Turns 100!
Joe’s birthday is May 6, 1917. Joe spent most of his AAL time at the N.Y. Base. Eventually he
became a N.Y. Base Chief and did check airman duties at the base. He was very well liked by
all and especially the management at Maggiano’s restaurant as they compt’d the luncheon.
He and Fran, his deceased wife, lived on Long Island until he retired in 1977 and relocated to
Paradise Valley, AZ. Joe is fortunate to have a devoted son and daughter living close by and
they were in attendance at his party. He flew the props and I was privileged to be a new hire
with him on the 707. He passed around pictures of himself and other famous New York captains
at the birthday party. He finished his flying career on the DC-10. He was the Grey Eagles Arizona/
New Mexico area coordinator for at least 20 years and was a key member of the Grey Eagles formation in the West. He
still loves a cold beer with friends!
Happy Birthday Joe! — Bob Mangam

THE NASHVILLE (BNA) LUNCHEON
When: 2nd Thursday of the Month – 11:00 a.m.
Where: Piccadilly Cafeteria (www.piccadilly.com)
874 Murfreesboro Pike Nashville, TN 37217 615-367-4640
Reservations: Dale K. Johnson – Area Coordinator 615-373-4805

•

Once a month on
the 2nd Thursday of
the month, retired
employees meet at
the Piccadilly for
our luncheon. This
includes all departments. Most everyone has been based
in BNA before, some
come to us after retiring. Pictures here were taken on July 13, 2017. Ladies
and guests are invited. Join us and bring a friend!
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AROUND THE SYSTEM WITH THE GREY EAGLES – SOUTHERN AREA

DALLAS-FORT WORTH

Monthly Luncheons were resumed in February 2017 thanks to the leadership of retired Captain Monty Westfall. They
continued through June 2017. There were 30-40 Grey Eagles in attendance at each one. Highlights included a presentation
and Q & A session in February with Captain Steve Fryer concerning American Airlines and APA insurance issues.
In May, Charles Ashcraft, retired General Manager – Amarillo, and Captain Bruce Ott updated the members present on
the current activities of the LAA/LUS Retiree Clubs, Organizations and Groups Committee concerning non-revenue travel.
Captain Jim Palmersheim, Senior Manager Veterans Initiatives/Military Programs, addressed the group in June and gave
a complete summary of both the history and details of the many programs that American Airlines currently supports
and sponsors for military veterans and their families.

The 2017 DFW Retirement Dinner date has changed due to a conflict with Skyball.
The date is now Friday, December 1, 2017. An invitation to DFW Grey Eagles will
be sent by late October or early November. Mark your calendar NOW!!

DFW GREY EAGLES GOLF
Over twenty years ago, several retired pilots decided it would be fun to gather a few more of
their contemporaries to play golf together on a somewhat regular basis. Although many of
that original group are no longer able to play, DFW Grey Eagles Golf has continued to flourish.
The group has expanded to include pilots who are still flying plus friends, family members
and neighbors of the players. The oldest active regular in the group is Jack Tolbert, 99 years
young. Jack’s son Morgan, an AA pilot, was the youngest at the Spring 2017 outing.
We convene twice a year, typically in the Spring and again in the Fall. Most recently, the
tournament was held at Champion’s Circle Golf Club, a Marriott course just south of Texas
Motor Speedway. Because the golfers are of all different skill levels, the tournament format is
usually a four player scramble.

Father and Son:
Morgan and Jack Tolbert
following 18 holes of
golf on April 24, 2017.

If you are interested in becoming part of the DFW Grey Eagles Golf group, please contact Tom Martin at 972-539-7871
or twmartin4501@yahoo.com. He will fill you in on the particulars and add you to the list of active participants.
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DFW FEBRUARY, APRIL, MAY AND JUNE LUNCHEONS
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DFW AREA WIDOWS
Beverly Thompson and Doris Bechdolt (pictured to the right), DFW Grey Eagles widows,
enjoyed working as volunteers at Sky Ball XIII honoring Vietnam Veterans October 24, 2015.
They welcomed the veterans including 30 Medal of Honor recipients and met Honorary
Sky Ball Co-Chairman and Medal of Honor recipient Petty Officer Michael E. Thornton.
In 1972, while serving as a Navy Seal in South Vietnam, Petty Officer Thornton and his
fellow soldiers were being surrounded by an overwhelming enemy under heavy fire.
Regardless, he carried his wounded commander to the water’s edge, tied the commander’s
body to his own body, grabbed another wounded soldier and swam for several hours
before being safely picked up.
The DFW Widows group will be volunteering again at this year’s Sky Ball to be held at
Hanger 5 DFW Airport on Veterans Day November 11, 2017. All widows from DFW and
around the system are welcome to join us! For more information, please contact DFW
Widows Coordinator Beverly Thompson at 972-617-0858 or bevarttalk@aol.com.

NEW GREY EAGLES LUNCHEON
THE N. FL/S. GA LUNCHEON
Newly started in JUNE 2017
When: 3rd Saturday of the Month – 11:30 a.m.
Where: Falcon’s Nest at Omni Amelia Island Plantation Resort
39 Beach Lagoon Road, Amelia Island, Florida 32034 904 -261- 6161
Reservations: Frank Covie – fpcovie@comcast.net
904 -277-4144 Home 603-491-7017 Cell

•

•

The contact for “food count and table set up” is AA retired Pilot Frank Covie. PLEASE
“advise” if you plan to attend by 4:00 p.m. the Thursday before, via email or phone.
The “meet and greet” intro portion (“one-minute Bios”) begins at 12 Noon. It is planned
to run all 12 months, with some exceptions, not just the Winter “Snow Bird” months.

Frank and Jill Covie
Location is the Aviation themed
Falcon’s Nest Sports Bar and
Restaurant in the “Shops” at the
Amelia Island Plantation Omni
Resort on Amelia Island (Public
entrance off A1A First coast Highway) approx. 25 miles Northeast
of Jacksonville FL and just South
of St. Mary’s GA.

The menu is the regular sports
North Florida June 2017 luncheon bar menu (pub food plus…) with
separate checks for both drink
and food. The aviation sports bar has numerous aviation related wall displays, and
photos, along with medium to large airplane models hanging from the ceiling. It’s
a real nice luncheon environment for all aviation enthusiasts, young and old.
The nearest airport to the Falcon’s Nest is Fernandina Beach Municipal (FHB)... an
old WW II Corsair Training Field (with 5,000 ft. runways, in case you are coming with
your G-4 Jet), located about 4 miles away.
Frank Covie

Transportation to and from the Airport is by Public or Uber Taxi (or a possible pickup if I can get advance notice and help). Hope to see all of you there!!
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AROUND THE SYSTEM WITH THE GREY EAGLES – NORTHEAST AREA

NORTHEAST AREA

Greetings From Your Area Director
If you have a chance to travel through the American Airlines’ Pilot Flight Operations Areas
of JFK, LGA, and PHL, you will most likely see this statement posted on bulletin boards for
all to see. It is a brief synopsis of what The Grey Eagles are all about, and gives a flavor of
what we’ve done and what’s to come.
“My Fellow American’s (pilots that is),
Ever wonder what happened to Captain or First Officer __________________?!?
Well, The Grey Eagles is the perfect place to answer that question. We are a fraternal organization
designed to be a “Rosetta Stone” for former comrades and current aviators to get together. We
accomplish this through area luncheons, retirement dinners, and our annual National Convention.”
However, for those who no longer possess an “Ops Key”, allow me to personally tell you
about our last big function.

CA Ed Cook
Northeast Area
Director

NORTHEAST AREA PILOT RETIREMENT PARTY
Co-sponsored by Allied Pilots Association – The Grey Eagles

Saturday, September 9, 2017
at the Westchester Marriott
James “Jim” Allen
Gary Alpert
Dan Connolly
Dave Johnson

We Honored Retiring American Airlines Pilots
Russell “Russ” Judge
Paul Karna
John Ledyard
Jim Meeker

Jerry Melton
Alan Olson
Paul Stavish

Pilot of the Year – Captain Bill Steers
A complete list of Honorees from LGA and PHL bases are listed below.
There was an open bar with cocktails and hors d’ oeuvers followed by dinner and dancing. A full report and photos coming in the next Grey Eagles newsletter.
Grey Eagles Northeast Area Honored Retirees
Majid Afkhami
James (Jim) Allen
Art Allis
Gary Alpert
Mike (Andy) Anderson
Christopher Arlington

PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL

Steven (The Bag) Bagshaw
Larry Barker
David (Dave) Barnes
Seth Barnum
Martin (Marty) Barrett
Thomas (Tom) Baur

PHL
PHL
LGA
PHL
PHL
PHL

Robert (Bob) Bell
Anthony Bellomo
Thomas (Tom) Beltz
Richard Benbow
Ira Berlin
Thomas Bethel
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LGA
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL

Daniel Blake
John Bonham
William Bosma III
Allen (Kim) Breed
Dennis Brennan
John Brookman

PHL
LGA
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL

William Burdis
Terry Burlingame
Michael Burns
Jerry Callahan
Michael Cardello
Phillip (Phil) Carey
Jon Carlson
John Carney
Robert (Rob) Castiglione
Gary Chag
Dean Collelo
Lawrence Combs
Daniel Connolly
Kevin Connolly
Joseph Cosden
James Countryman
Patrick (Pat) Curtis
Peter Da Silva
Douglas (Doug) Dalrymple
David (Dubbld) Daniels
Michael Davis
Frank Davis
Michael Dean
Henry Degraaff
Patrick Denucci
Paul Deren
David Dersham
James (Jim) Dickinson
William Diffley
James (Jim) Donaldson
Gary DuBois
James (Jim) Dyson
Robert (Bob) Eames
Bruce Elgin
Robert (Neil) Emory
Rick Ennis
Mark Estes
Lou Feldvary
Clarence (Ed) Ferran
Raymond (Ray) Finnegan
Macon Fowler, II
Hugh Gammon Jr.
Dennis Gerle
Hans Glotvold
Dennis (Denny) Giza
Gregory Gorniak
Richard (Rick) Gould

PHL
LGA
PIT
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
LGA
PHL
PHL
PHL
LGA
LGA
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PIT
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PIT
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PIT
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
LGA
PHL
PHL
PHL

Lawrence Gowell
Robert (Bob) Graham
Robert Grant
Robert Grow
Leo Guerrero
Stein Haerum
Charles Hanson
John Harr
Brian Harris
Dennis (Dink) Hawkins
James (Phil) Hayes
Robert Healy
Edward (Andy) Heinz
Lother Henderson
Christopher Hikade
John (Jack) Hines, Jr.
Jon Hinton
Larry Holeman II
Douglas Houghton
Glen Howard
Tim Hughey
David Hunt
James (Jim) Ikard
James (Jim) Issenmann
Mark Jacques
Alan Johnson
David (Dave) Johnson
Gregory Johnson
John (JJ) Johnson
David Jones
Russell (Russ) Judge
Paul Karna
Edward Kasica Jr.
Michael Kelley
David Kettles
Gregory (Greg) Kincheloe
AJ (Mike) Kipling
Richard (Rick) Kirik
John Kubit
George Kuhn
Craig Lady
John Lander
Edward Lavis
William Layne
John Lednak
John Ledyard
Danny Linkous

PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
LGA
PHL
PHL
PHL
LGA
LGA
PHL
PHL
PHL
LGA
LGA
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
DCA
LGA
PHL

Robert Lochry
Gary Loughrey
Dana MacKimmie
Arthur (AJ) Manfredi
Stephen Markling
Robert Mason
John Maynard
James McDevitt
Robert (Bob) McDonnell
William (Bill) McGinnis
David (Dave) McGuire
Daniel McLain
James (Jim) Meeker
Gerald Melton
Melvin Miller
Dale Mincer
Toronney (Tony) Mixon
Mark Mondschein
Daniel Moneypenny
Wyatt Morris
Kim Mortenson
Richard Moseley
David Mullins
Richard (Dick) Naumann
Ronald Neider
Allen Norelli
Randy O’Brien
Frank (Frankie) Olive
Alan Olson
Bjorn Olsson
Linda Parks
Frank Parks Jr.
James (Jim) Pettit
David (Birdman) Pfaff
Jack (Tim) Pittman
James (Jim P) Portale
Michael Prater
Wallace (Wally) Preitz
Ronald Price
Bruce Robbins
Lonnie Robinson
Paul Rooney
Ozzie Ross
Eric (The Dink) Rowe
Jeff Rule
David (Dave) Sabo
Kenneth (Ken) Sager

PHL
PHL
LGA
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
LGA
CLT
LGA
PHL
LGA
LGA
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
LGA
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
LGA
PHL
LGA
PHL
PHL
PHL
LGA
LGA
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL
PHL

Gary Saj
PHL
Danny Samples
PHL
PHL
Stephen Savell
Carl Schmidt
PHL
Edward (Ed) Schmidt
PHL
John Seeds Jr.
PHL
Joseph (Steve) Sharpe
LGA
PHL
David Shevchik Sr.
David Shilliday
PHL
Carl Shoemaker
PHL
Larry Shuck
PHL
Wayne Siemer
PHL
Thomas Simmons
PHL
Robert (Bob) Simon
PHL
Daniel (Dan) Smith
PHL
David Smith
PHL
John Spatharos
PHL
Edward Spina
LGA
Douglas (Doug) Stansbury PHL
Paul Stavish
LGA
Mark Sternat
LGA
Dana Stewart
PHL
James Stone
PHL
Michael Sulky
PHL
Robert (Sully) Sullivan
PHL
David Summerfield
PHL
Kevin Sweeney
LGA
Damaso Swiatkowski
PHL
Robert Szot
PHL
Edward Tabler
PHL
Thomas Tiffany
PHL
Douglas Ton
PHL
Terry Trimble
PHL
Stephen Truax
PIT
Donald Umphenour
PHL
Gary Van Drie
PHL
Jack Vandelaar
PHL
Konstantin Volodzko
PHL
Richard Wagner
PHL
William (Bill) Weathers
PHL
Jonathan Weidemann
PHL
Wayne Welch
PHL
William West
PHL
Douglas Williams
LGA
James Wilson
LGA
Stawnychy (Yarko) Yaroslaw PHL
Frank Zahorsky Jr.
PHL

Please… if you see someone on this page that you know, let them know how
good it would be to see them again, at the next Grey Eagles’ function!
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NORTHEAST AREA HOLIDAY LUNCHEON
Also, won’t you please join us on Tuesday, December 5, 2017 at 11:30 am for our annual Northeast Area Holiday
Luncheon at “Vetro by Russo’s on The Bay”. This fine establishment is located at 164-49 Cross Bay Boulevard in Howard
Beach, New York, and is graciously hosted by our own Captain JC Farrell.
For further information on our local luncheons, retirement dinners, and our annual convention hosted this year in San
Diego, California, please go to our website thegreyeagles.org or email me at dontflyangry@gmail.com today.
We look forward to seeing you there! — CA Ed Cook, Northeast Area Director

The Third Annual LGA Cup Golf Outing:
Wednesday, September 27, 2017
11:30-1:00 p.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast
1:00 Tee Off with Modified Shot Gun
5:30 Dinner Buffet and Awards
Crystal Springs Resort – Black Bear Course
138 Route 23, Franklin NJ 07416

Cost: $92 per person (Includes golf, meals, tax and all gratuities)
Register by September 15, 2017. Contact Dave Connery to reserve your spot via
email at apagolf2016@gmail.com. Questions? Call Dave at 908-399-6054.

ACCOUNT SECURITY AT AMERICAN AIRLINES CREDIT UNION
As many of you know, there have been attacks by fraudsters on a number of financial institutions, including accounts at
American Airlines Credit Union. Most have been stopped but a few of our Grey Eagles have been hit. While their funds
were eventually restored, here is what took place:
Someone called the credit union call center with the name, address, account number and social security number of a
Grey Eagle and said they had forgotten their online password. The agent was convinced of their identity and allowed
the password to be changed, the address to be changed and an ATM card to be sent to the new address. In one case, the
entire savings account was exhausted and the credit line accessed by someone making continual daily withdrawals at
ATMs in England.
Remember to be vigilant about security-related messages from any of the financial organizations with which you do
business. If you receive an email from American Airlines Credit Union entitled “Security Alert Notification,” do not
disregard this notice! Especially if it says “Invalid Password,” “Secure Access Code Contact Information Changed,” “User
Profile Updated” or “Security Alert Preferences Changed” in the subject line. Call 800-533-0035 immediately if you did
not initiate this action.
Here is a second level security option which should prevent any successful attack. You can create a “Verbal Screening
Password” and place it on your account. This password will be required at any Credit Union branch location or anytime
you talk on the phone with a credit union rep.
Call the 800 number and ask the agent for the form by which you can set up a “verbal screening password.” The agent
will email the form or put it in snail mail. You fill it out and mail it in or take it to a branch. After the password is established,
if someone calls in and has all your personal information, before that person is allowed access to your accounts, the
verbal screening password must be given. It goes without saying but we’ll say it anyway: DON’T FORGET YOUR VERBAL
SCREENING PASSWORD!
And, if you are not using your Credit Line any longer, you can cancel that because it shows up on credit reports at the
three credit reporting agencies. Finally, although we believe this second level of security should protect our accounts,
you can also change your account numbers.
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American Airlines Newsroom Release: American’s First Female
Pilot Inspires New Award at Honors Women in Filmmaking

Starting in August 2017, you can now tune in to
The Bonnie Channel, on board flights featuring
inflight entertainment, where you can enjoy a
variety of films directed exclusively by females.

As the preferred airline in Hollywood since the 1930s,
American Airlines partners with many great organizations
throughout Los Angeles, New York and the entertainment
industry, one of them being Film Independent. In February,
American announced a new award in partnership with
the Film Independent Spirit Awards. The Bonnie Award —
which will be presented for the first time in 2018 — is
named after Bonnie Tiburzi Caputo, the first woman to fly
for a major U.S. carrier when she was hired by American
in 1973. It will be presented along with a $50,000 grant to
an up-and-coming female film director and seeks to
honor her innovative vision and breakthrough work in the
entertainment industry. We recently caught up with
Bonnie to talk about her career and the new award.

Bonnie’s winners
Q. Aisle or window?
A. Definitely the window. I am in awe of the view and still take photos of the skyscapes
and the wings.
Q. What is your favorite aircraft type?
A. I love Boeing. My favorite is the B757; it’s like a sports car. It can go anywhere and
do anything you want it to do. The B767 was more like a Cadillac — more comfortable.
The B727 was the workhorse and was so predictable. They all have their own personalities, but I’m definitely a Boeing person.
Q. How would you describe your experience when you joined American in 1973?
A. American was so welcoming to me. There were over 200 people that were hired that year and all of them were men
except for me. There were some individuals who didn’t want me there, but American as a whole went out of its way to
make me feel like an equal part of the team.
At that time, crew lounges were separated – one for male crew members, the other for female flight attendants. On my
first flight, I didn’t know exactly which crew lounge I was supposed to go into. But as I got closer, I saw that some of the
pilots put a sign outside the male crew lounge that said, “and Bonnie, too.” That was the moment I knew I was accepted.
Q. Did you encounter any resistance when preparing to become a pilot?
A. When I began looking for jobs, I applied to every single airline, and I received rejection letters from all of them, except
American. American sent me a handwritten letter saying that they couldn’t hire me at the time because they had pilots
on furlough, but to please keep them updated on my progress. And so I did. Every month, I sent a letter with my flight
time and what aircraft I had been flying. I always received an encouraging letter back. When the time was right, they
hired me.
Q. How do you think about your legacy in the aviation industry?
A. For me, this industry is my life. I grew up wanting to be a pilot because my dad was a pilot, my brother became a pilot
and my grandfather owned a manufacturing company that made airplane parts. Aviation consumed me. Women had
been around since the beginning of aviation, but I think the important part was that when I was hired, it was the first
time female pilots were paid the same as their male counterparts in the aviation industry. That’s significant. The industry
is making progress, and I believe it will continue to make progress.
Q. You are the namesake of The Bonnie Award. How does that feel?
A. I’m extremely proud that American remembers me and that I can still play a role in aviation. It’s heartwarming,
really. Women have grown up knowing that if they want to get involved in a male-dominated field, they have to try
harder, work harder and be better, just to be equal. The idea that we’re rewarding women who have persevered in
the pursuit of their dreams is exciting. And to have my name on this award is an honor.
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FLOWN WEST

and Learned about since Spring 2017 Newsletter
Our Sympathy and Prayers Go Out to the Families

GREY EAGLES
Fred Archibald
John M. Bacon
Alvin O. “Mo” Berg
Everett J. Blanchard
John H. Bolinger
George E. Boos
Joseph A. “Al” Brown
William J. Calhoun
Frank E. Cheshire
Felice G. “Cris” Criscuoli
Bernard De Pol
Russell S. Downer
Earl A. Ehrenberg
Richard Funderburgh
David T. “Dave” Gruman
Larry R. Harmon

10/14/2016
05/06/2017
06/05/2016
05/13/2017
03/23/2017
04/07/2017
06/08/2016
08/08/2016
07/20/2016
08/08/2016
10/14/2016
08/24/2016
04/22/2017
03/11/2017
05/23/2017
06/12/2016

Reginald K. “Reggie” Heard
Robert L. “Bob” Hinman
George A. Hutchinson
Thomas C. Irwin
Robert E. “Doc” Kramer
Theodore R. “Ted” Leeder
George E. Levesque
Robert H. “Bob” Malone
William “Bill” McFaul
Glenn G. Miller
Raleigh Miller
George A. Mitchell
Richard J. “Dick” Powers
Richard E. Prescott
Lloyd V. “Skip” Rawlings
John R. Regan

07/19/2016
07/21/2017
07/05/2016
03/30/2017
08/03/2017
07/20/2017
10/08/2016
08/08/2017
07/10/2017
06/08/2016
05/24/2016
06/22/2016
07/22/2017
05/30/2016
06/26/2016
06/26/2017

Donald E. Reich
James P. “Jim” Reynolds
Richard C. “Dick” Roberson
C. B. Robinson
Clifford W. “Cliff” Schmidt
Bobby D. Steele
Joseph L. Storm
William E. Thompson
Alex T. Urchuck
Louis G. Uridel
John E. “Jack” Wachtel
Alexander E. Wattay
Don D. Williams
Robert C. Worgull
Robert B. Zielke

05/12/2017
06/02/2017
03/13/2017
05/09/2017
06/11/2017
06/13/2017
03/29/2017
08/30/2016
06/18/2016
03/26/2017
05/12/2016
05/31/2016
05/17/2017
05/07/2017
08/10/2016

WIVES AND WIDOWS
Julia Ayres (Widow of David B. Ayres)
Ruth A. Baker (Widow of Kenneth G. Baker)
Elly Becker (Widow of Otto A. Becker)
Rosemarie Beeson (Widow of Robert O. Beeson)
Patricia Boutwell (Widow of R.T. Boutwell)
Elizabeth Chittick (Widow of J. C. “Clark” Chittick)
Marion Cook (Widow of E. Vance Cook)
Jan Cooper (Widow of Bill D. Cooper)
Patricia Crow (Widow of Lewis N. Crow)
Shirley Dee (Widow of James J. Dee)
Myrrhis Dryer (Widow of Thomas Dryer)
Joan Leslie Dorris Duke (Wife of Charles W. “Charlie” Duke)
Dian Felder (Widow of Tony Felder)
Jane C. Flanagan (Widow of Norman A. Flanagan)
Bonnie Flemons (Widow of John L. Flemons)
Sylvia F. Froehlicher (Wife of Donald A. Froehlicher)
Joanne Graham (Widow of Edgar L. Graham)
Judith Greene (Widow of Carl A. Greene)
Terrie A. Hanley (Widow of David T. Hanley)
Louise Holt (Widow of Robert A. Holt)

Unknown
01/04/2017
Unknown
05/04/2014
Unknown
07/01/2016
Unknown
05/07/2016
Unknown
2015
Unknown
10/28/2014
06/08/2016
05/17/2014
2012
04/18/2017
04/12/2017
03/29/2017
11/06/2015
09/05/2013

Yvonne Jackman (Widow of Charles W. Jackman)
Roberta Mabry (Widow of Dale F. Mabry)
Hazel Miller (Widow of William A. Miller)
Lovada Poel (Widow of Jim Poel)
Esther Powers (Wife of Richard J. Powers)
Ann Reynolds (Widow of W. Raymond Reynolds)
Carole Roberts (Widow of Sam E. Roberts)
Betty Rogers (Wife of Henry Rogers)
Elke Schmidt (Wife of Mel Schmidt)
Helen Schultz (Widow of James N. Schultz)
Toni Shafer (Widow of Charles C. Shafer)
Betty Sheaffer (Widow of Ralph J. Sheaffer)
Marlene Joan Smith (Wife of Charlie Smith)
Mandette Speas (Widow of Dixon Speas
June Vogler (Widow of Edward W. Vogler)
Anne Berine Waldron (Wife of Charles Waldron)
Patricia Warne (Wife of Edward H. “Ted” Warne)
Judie Wells (Wife of Jack Wells)
Marjorie Young (Widow of William H. Young)

2011
Unknown
Unknown
06/02/2016
06/13/2014
Unknown
2016
04/25/2009
08/2012
05/12/2008
2016
01/24/2010
04/06/2017
2015
12/17/2012
06/16/2016
12/20/2016
07/31/2016
Unknown

NON GREY EAGLE PILOTS
Andrew W. Aasletten
James D. “Jim” Baker
Steven L. Barber
George Barville
Brian C. Bewley
Scott Cashel
Gregory Davis
Christopher Durand
James B. Edgar
Steven C. Enterling
Michael Faas
Ted R. Flesher
William A. Fota
William L. Generette

05/28/2017
03/16/2017
06/14/2017
08/21/2016
04/06/2017
06/01/2017
08/26/2016
06/18/2016
01/28/2017
06/13/2016
10/03/2016
06/27/2017
04/26/2017
05/08/2017

Thomas A. Gilbert
Dee J. Glasby
Albert J. Grubbs
William J. Grubbs
Euell H. Hanna
Kenneth J. Harrington
John F. Holman
Roy E. Jennings Jr.
Paul F. Kidzus
John W. Kingsley
Robert D. Link
Michael J. Marek
William F. McClure
Brett McVay

07/17/2017
03/20/2017
03/02/2017
03/29/2017
05/14/2017
05/13/2017
05/09/2016
09/11/2016
06/01/2017
04/26/2017
05/31/2017
04/06/2017
09/26/2016
04/13/2017

Kenneth S. Miklasz
Jerry W. Millard
Alonzo E. “Moose” Moses
A.J. Nelson
Bigelow M. Parker
James E. Perry
Donald K. “Don” Rice
Joe Shelton
Stephen J. Szuminski
John H. Taft
David H. Vierling
Henry J. Weiland
Michael D. Westaby

03/30/2017
09/06/2016
09/26/2016
05/12/2017
07/08/2016
06/08/2017
05/11/2017
06/02/2016
09/17/2016
03/07/2017
04/18/2017
09/26/2016
05/17/2017

Updated deaths of Flight Engineers and TWA Pilots and Flight Engineers will be published in the next edition of the newsletter.
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