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HELLO/HUJAMBOO!
News from Kenya

Aid4Orphans
Projects in Kenya
v 40 children now live at COMOC
v 104 children now have school
sponsorship
v Timbwani Nursery School Porridge Programme feeds 70
children
v Bongwe School counselling
continues with a staff member
providing the counselling
v Food programme continues for 2
orphanages in Likoni

Hello,

v We now have 4 Cows & 2 calves

Here we are again, 2016 is almost over and we are making plans for
2017. This year has seen fantastic progress at the Child of Mercy
orphanage Centre. None of which would have been possible without
you, our generous & caring supporters.

v 50 European volunteers visited us in
2016

Xmas is just around the corner. We wish you health, happiness and
prosperity in 2017. If you are wondering what to give as a meaningful
Xmas gift we may just have the solution for you on page 6.

v We have stopped our chicken
project as it was not making a
profit. The chicken shed has been
turned into a tailoring workshop.

Thank you/Asante to each & every one of you for your continued
kindness, caring and support.
Sending you our very best wishes
Vanessa & Peter Bragg

Sponsorship news
Our sponsorship scheme continues to make education a possibility for so many children. Thanks to your generous support, all 40
of the children who live permanently at Comoc now have one or more sponsors. Costs continue to increase significantly as the
children progress through the school system. That is why we aim to find one sponsor for each of our primary school children, two
sponsors for our day secondary school children & 3 sponsors for our boarding secondary school & college children.
We currently have 3 children who each need an additional sponsor as they progress to the next level of schooling. Neema is
currently in standard 8 & will be joining secondary school whilst Felix & Ann are in form 4 of secondary school & will be enrolling
for college soon.

https://www.facebook.com/Aid4orphansChild-of-Mercy-orphanage-Centre
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Below are extracts from a letter written by a young man who has been
sponsored by Aid4orphans since 2008.
I take this opportunity to return my gratitude to Peter & Vanessa Bragg who came up with the idea of supporting needy students and
orphans. It is then in the year 2008 when the sun of good hope shined bright in my life when in my primary level at school I was given
the news that I was among the first students who were chosen to be given full academic support.
Through Christine (Vincents first sponsor from Cornwall) and who is my beloved angel, I was able to complete primary education and
join one of the best high schools in Kenya. I had dreams of joining university but never knew that it was to happen as universities are
the most expensive level of education. With the continued support of Christine, Tony & Barbara & Aid4Orphans I was enrolled at the
University of Mount Kenya to persue a bachelors degree in Criminology and Security Studies. (Vincent is working hard & getting good
grades, he will graduate at the end of 2017)
I just want to encourage more of this, there are so many students outside there who wish to have the same opportunities. Child of
Mercy is one of the best non profit childrens homes around, I am sure if given full support a lot of children will benefit and who knows,
they may end up being the most important people the society has never thought of. Lastly what I want to say is that education is the
only investment someone can ever give to a child and always the fruits of education have never been bitter. So educate a child today
and have a better society tomorrow.
Your faithfully,
Vincent Lipuka
Well done Vincent! We are very proud of you, you have worked hard and truly deserve your success. We are looking forward to seeing you, our first
student to graduate from university.

Rest in Peace Babu Tom, we all miss you.

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of our much loved cattle-man Babu Tom. Babu Tom was knocked off of his
bicycle by a motorbike and hospitalised. Sadly he subsequently had a stroke and passed away in May of this year. Babu Tom leaves a
large family, his youngest daughter Loiuise age 7 is in need of a sponsor. The financial commitment is £14 per month. If anyone could
help to sponsor her, please do let us know.

https://www.facebook.com/Aid4orphansChild-of-Mercy-orphanage-Centre
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2016 project update
v Dormitory block – Phase 1 complete!

After 2 ½ years of fund raising and building little by little (pole, pole) the first phase is now complete and the boys have moved into
their new bedrooms. There is one room for boys up to 11 years and one for the boys who are 12 and over. There is a separate bedroom
adjacent to the younger boys room for the Auntie on night duty.
Each room has 2 showers and toilets and there is a veranda to the front. The boys are so happy with their new rooms and it also means
that the girls have been able to spread out into 3 rooms in the big house so no more overcrowding or sleeping 2 to a bed. Donations
have come from so many people and organisations both in Europe and Kenya. Over the summer, volunteers have helped with the
painting, wall art and tiling. You have all been amazing.
Thank you so very, very much.

https://www.facebook.com/Aid4orphansChild-of-Mercy-orphanage-Centre
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v Tuk Tuks delivered!

Child of Mercy Children's Centre is now the proud owner of two new Tuk Tuks, they were funded by Kierocasa
(http://www.kierocasa.com) from Spain. In October, Thomas and 12 members of his company stayed at the centre to hand over the
Tuk Tuks and spend a few weeks with the children. They also helped at the centre with various jobs and are also now sponsoring two
of our children. The children and staff really enjoyed having them to stay.
Our goal is to be financially self- sustaining . The Tuk Tuks are a huge help for us on that journey, four more Tuk Tuks would cover our
monthly running costs. The Tuk Tuks cost 3,500 Euros each and generate income for us as well as providing employment for two
drivers, Wycliff and Thomas. The income we generate covers around 35%-40% of the monthly wage bill for the centre.
As well as generating income the Tuk Tuks help with our other projects, they are used to deliver porridge each morning to the Nursery
at Timbwani School and a hot lunch each day for the children who attend the Timbwant primary school from the Child of Mercy and
Likoni Orphanages.
We are all really grateful to our friends from Spain for their assistance and generosity.

https://www.facebook.com/Aid4orphansChild-of-Mercy-orphanage-Centre
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Projects for 2017
v Tailoring Workshop
We are starting a tailoring workshop to make school uniforms for our own children and to sell to the community direct and
through schools. This is an income-generating project to help us on our journey towards being self-sustaining. We will also
expand into other items such as curtains and general clothing. We have a building which was once used for poultry that has
been adapted by increasing the height, fitting a new roof and creating a new door and rendering inside and outside The
building works are now completed and the floor has been tiled. The room has been decorated, an internal ceiling, electrical
sockets, lighting and a fan have been installed. All that is now required is 20,000 kes (200 Euros) for the first batch of materials
for stock.

v Library, Reading and Study Room
We have a spare room in the large house that we need to partition to form a quiet room specifically for reading and study. It
will be accessed mainly through the external doors to ensure the girl`s dormitories remain secure. There will be an internal
door, which will be kept locked and glass panels fitted so there will be no hidden areas. We have some bookcases and books
but need to expand this. At a later date we will introduce computers for learning purposes. Cost for partition, door, windows
and additional bookshelves, cushions for seating and carpet area 70,000 kes (700 Euros)

v Office
Our office is adequate in size and functions well but is not enclosed for privacy when working or discussing sensitive issues
with staff or visitors. We need to construct a partition wall with a lockable door and glass panels, purchase extra chairs,
another desk and shelving. Cost for Partition/door 40,000kes (400 Euros) Cost for extra desk, chairs and shelving 30,000kes
(300 Euros)

v External Staircase/entrance to Volunteers Area
In line with our child protection policy and to ensure privacy for volunteers we need to separate the entrance to the
volunteer`s living/sleeping area from the children's sleeping area. We have a rule that children are not allowed upstairs into
the volunteer`s bedrooms and living area but from time to time this still happens. To overcome this we need to construct an
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external staircase leading onto the outside balcony and then fit a partition wall with a locked door at the top of the stairs. Cost
of Staircase 122,760 kes (1,220 Euros) and internal works 45,000kes (450 Euros)
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Christmas in Kenya
We are again planning Christmas lunch at the Child of Mercy Childrens Centre for the 40 children who live there, 25
children from the Likoni Orphanage & our staff.

Are you looking for something different and unique to buy as a Christmas gift? If so would you like to contribute to the
children’s Christmas lunch at Child of Mercy, sponsor food for a child or contribute to one of the 2017 projects? Sound
interesting? Either contact us to discuss further or let us know the details of what you would like to do & we will provide a
digital certificate for you including the details of the gift you have made and the name of the person the gift is for.

https://www.facebook.com/Aid4orphansChild-of-Mercy-orphanage-Centre
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Aid4orphans/ Child of Mercy fund raising initiatives
There are many ways you can help us support the children
v School sponsorship @ £14 per child per month
We aim to have 1 sponsor per child at primary school, 2 sponsors per child at
secondary day school and 3 sponsors per child at secondary boarding school
and college. The sponsorship covers school fees, uniform, shoes, textbooks &
lunch. Secondary school is far more expensive than primary school, which is
why we need more than 1 sponsor.
v Orphanage food programme @£5 per child per month (or
whatever you can afford)
Our aim is to find 100 donors to cover the food programme costs, are you able
to join our existing 34 donors & help us cover these costs?
v Monthly running costs of £1,216
Any contribution no matter how small is greatly appreciated
For further information please email: info@aid4orphans.com

Bank details: Aid4Orphans, Barclays Bank, Sort Code: 208794, Account No: 23565947,
IBAN number: GB13 BARC 2087 9423 5659 47, SWIFT code: BARCGB22
JUST GIVING http://www.justgiving.com/aid4orphans
PAYPAL Payments to our e-mail address info@aid4orphans.com

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Aid4orphansChild-of-Mercy-orphanage-Centre
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