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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
As you may already know, or have even probably observed, we have lit and moved onto the third candle in our Advent wreath. Now, whether that very candle is pink… rose… Gaudete… blue… white with a bow around it… or whatever the tradition has it at that moment… mind you that very candle has the same precise meaning and purpose behind it. It is indeed a call to rejoice, a call to have joy in all things, in all places, and all circumstances; that is no matter our plight or our excitement. Lighting the third candle is also a wake-up call right in the middle of this Advent season whether we realize it or not. With lighting this candle, and slowing down to reflect just a little bit, we come to realize that we are not just pushing through some ordinary four-week season on our calendars. No… we are on a journey together… a journey through a four-week season on a calendar of total expectation and wonder where we will all arrive exactly where we knew we were traveling together in the very first place!!! We will all arrive at the very stable together and arrive at Christmas together!!! We will all rejoice in the birth of the Christ child yet again. We will all rejoice as we receive the greatest gift every single one of us has ever received to this day, and will ever receive in our entire lives. But… let us wait… and continue on in our all too important journey here together this Advent season.
So, why are we like John sometimes… why are we sitting in our very own prison cells of despair and hopelessness… and why are we grumbling and questioning things instead of rejoicing in knowing what has been, what is, and what is yet to come? Why are we like John sometimes…. and why are we letting temporary issues or situations cause us to be down and out… and why are we not instead fully living into the moment while actually rejoicing no matter what the circumstance? Why are we like John sometimes… and why are we focusing on these bars and prison cells of life, the very dirt and grime of our experiences, and the very loneliness and abandonment that we happen to come to feel at this time of year… and why are we not instead rejoicing and realizing that we have been blessed with yet another day to make a difference in our very own lives and the lives of others? Why are we like John sometimes… and why are we allowing Satan to creep in and steal our moment and our very mindset to rejoice… and why are we not instead following the very example we have been given and telling Satan to get behind us, because we know for certain that Satan is not bigger… better… or even more awesome than our God?
We do not need to keep moaning and groaning while waiting for a Savior who is going to destroy and make all things new and beautiful again. We do not need to sit back in hopes for the last day and not live into every day fully as we have been designed and beautifully made in the very image of our Creator. We do not need to live so timidly that we end up missing out on all the wonderful and amazing things that can and should happen for all of us and those that we share our lives and our very testament with. For that fact we also do not need to live into a theology in which we feel that we need to climb up a ladder and reach for things for we already have a God that came down to each and every single one of us and made our lives, our mission, and our purpose that much more real and purposeful.
This is indeed our wake-up call three weeks into Advent, three weeks into a season of anticipation and expectation, three weeks into a season where we all should be rejoicing. This is indeed our wake-up call in a season that despite the cold temperatures, despite our calendar year coming to a close, despite everyone out there rushing around on the roads causing traffic jams, despite all those rushing around in the stores or even on-line and buying wonderful gifts, that we come to the very realization and joy that something big is about to happen yet again this year. This is indeed our wake-up call to stand up and stand out in our prison cells of life and go and take the message of joy to other people. This is indeed our wake-up call that allows each and every single one of us to come into the very realization that in just a few more short days that a babe in swaddling clothes will arrive yet again in a manger. This is indeed our wake-up call that we no longer need to continue to question that which has already happened over some two-thousand years ago and we just need to fully live into all of it, and rejoice that it ever happened in the first place, let alone that we have a record bound together in the Word to prove it all.
So, with all that being said, with all those questions, with all that mindset, what then are we going to do, and for that fact, what are we called to do? We are called to realize that our God is like no other, and we should not question God’s appearance or motives, and we should actually rejoice that we get to play a part in the story, and for that fact that our God is indeed different as John would come to learn. We are called to realize that this season may seem like every other, but it is indeed different… it is a season of hope and expectation, of peace and welcoming, of joy and celebration, of love and thankfulness, and John would also come to learn this. We are called to realize that healing and restoration are out there for each and every single one of us each and every single day, and that all are accepted and loved from the least to the most as John would come to realize as well.
Let us not ask or ponder that question in verse three of our Gospel Reading today, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” (2) Let us continue to prepare the way of the Lord just as John did. Let us continue to prepare the way of the Lord by offering hope, peace, joy, and love to all those around us. Let us continue to prepare the way of the Lord and not get down or feel alone on this four-week journey, but truly live into it with total anticipation and joy. Let us continue to prepare the way of the Lord and share the good news of the birth, death, and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ so that others may come to believe and truly be saved here, now, and forevermore. Let us continue to prepare the way of the Lord and remember to share with others that Christ is indeed breaking in every day and every moment and let us truly rejoice!!!       Amen.
Matthew 11:2-11
     John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the earth 
     (Matt. 3:11-12). From a prison cell, he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will 
     do this. Jesus’ response indicates that God’s reign is indeed being fulfilled 
     already through healing and restoration.

     2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
     disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
     another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
     5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are 
     cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 
     brought to them. 6 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”

     7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did 
     you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What, 
     then, did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who 
     wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9 What, then, did you go out to see? A 
     prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom 
     it is written,
      ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
       who will prepare your way before you.’

     11 “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than 
     John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

References & Study Points
(1) Sundays and Seasons
     Preaching
     Year A 2026
     December 14th, 2025
     Third Sunday of Advent

(2) BibleGateway.com

(3) The Four Pages of The Sermon
     Revised and Updated
     A Guide to Biblical Preaching
     Paul Scott Wilson
     © 2018
     Abingdon Press

(4) Notes on the Baptist and Doubts
     12/14/25
     Kenneth Bassett


(5) Luthermatrix
     The blog of a lutheran pastor, writer, and political animal.
     Thursday, December 11, 2025
     Advent 3: The Witness of Jesus
     Chris Halverson

(6) WorkingPreacher.org
     Third Sunday of Advent
     The poor are gospelized. They don’t just receive good news. They experience it.
     December 14, 2025
     Commentary on Matthew 11:2-11
     Karri Alldredge

(7) WorkingPreacher.org
     Third Sunday of Advent
     Why do those who see themselves as the righteous so often stand on the wrong side 
     of God’s will and work?
     December 11, 2022
     Commentary on Matthew 11:2-11
     Stanley Saunders

(8) SermonCentral.com
     Third Sunday of Advent
     In the Gospel for the previous Sunday (Matthew 3:1-12), we heard the stirring words 
     of John the Baptist at the Jordan River concerning the one who is to come.
     December 15, 2013
     Commentary on Matthew 11:2-11
     Arland J. Hultgren

(9) SermonCentral.com
     Third Sunday of Advent
     While in the Matthean lection for the second Sunday in Advent, we hear about 
     John’s testimony to Jesus, in this lection for the third Sunday in Advent we hear 
     about Jesus’ testimony to John (see verse 11).
     December 12, 2010
     Commentary on Matthew 11:2-11
     Ben Witherington

(10) SermonCentral.com
       Third Sunday of Advent
       John’s question is really the question for hearers of every age. More clearly than 
       perhaps any place in the gospel, the writer fairly leaps over the characters on the 
       stage of the narrative
       December 16, 2007
       Commentary on Matthew 11:2-11
       James Boyce
Piekarski 18

