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MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
I'm excited about all the SAR
activity going on in the state.
Glenn Nivens brought off another successful Blue Star Salute
to honor our veterans and gained
agreement with Tom Walker to
host next year's Salute at the
American Village over Memorial
Day.
We had a good turnout for the
May Board of Managers meeting
in Columbiana. Mark your calendars for Oct 28 when the fall
BOM will be held iat the Montgomery Country Club.
Ron Diamond continues to
improve and add to our web site,
www.alssar.org. If you haven't
visited it lately, please take the
time to check out the calendar,
photo gallery and your own chapter's web page.
Especially check out the award
ceremony where our youth member Eddie Bowling was honored in
front of his peers for his devotion
to the SAR. Some of our chapters
have links to their own great newsletters. Thanks to everyone who
makes this all possible.
The Congress is just around the
corner and we will be sending
about a dozen members to represent us. Please keep your fingers
crossed that we can come away
with some well-deserved awards.
See MESSAGE, Page 2

—Photo courtesy of Glenn Nivens

Blue Star proclamation
ALSSAR compatriot Glenn Nivens holds the proclamation presented to Nivens
and Alabama Adjutant Gen. C. Mark Bowen (second from left) on behalf of the
governor’s office by state auditor Beth Chapman (right) declaring May 20 as
“Blue Star Salute Day” in the state. In the background are SAR Color Guard
members representing Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi and South Carolina. The
presentation was made at the state Capitol on “Patriot’s Day” (April 19), the day
set aside in this state to honor the sacrifices made by Revolutionary War patriots.
For more on the Blue Star Salute, see page 3.

Inside this issue:
Wiregrass compatriot
discovers ancestor’s grave

5

Genealogist entertains
Gen. Galvez members

6

Etowah compatriots hear
about ’new Gadsden’

8

Divers find artifacts from
Revolutionary War battle

9

ALSSAR chancellor installed at BOM meeting
ALSSAR president Larry Cornwell officially installed Edward C. Blount Jr., as the
new ALSSAR chancellor at the spring Board
of Managers meeting held in Columbiana.
Blount, a member of the Gen. Galvez chapter, is a drug court judge in Mobile County.
Among the topics discussed by the 39 participants at the BOM meeting were the approval of $300 for ALSSAR participation in
the national Veteran’s Day celebration

planned in Birmingham on Nov. 10; the authorization of Samford University as the
binder for primary applications and supplementals; and funding for 2007 youth awards
in orations, essays, Eagle Scout honors and
Junior ROTC participants.
Travel expenses for those winners competing at the national level were also discussed.
See MANAGERS, Page 2
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Managers
(Continued from Page 1)
Eleven ALSSAR delegates were named
to attend the 116th Congress in Dallas,
including ALSSAR past-president John
Wallace, who will be receiving the prestigious Howard Horne Award for the
third consecutive year.
American Flag Chairman Bob Cheney
sent all chapter presidents flag packets
and ALSSAR compatriot Glenn Nivens
gave a report on the Blue Star Salute,
which was planned for later in the month
(May 20) in Shelby County.
An “American Award” for fifth-grade
students was approved by the board, with
the first-place winner receiving a $100 Ebond and a $50 E-bond going to the runnerup.
Jim Alexander gave a Power Point
presentation on Developing Outreach
Support from July 2005-July 2006.
ALSSAR past-president Price Legg of
the Gen. Galvez chapter made a motion
that the money ($698.34) being held by the
ALSSAR state treasurer for the defunct
Mobile chapter be transferred to the Gen.
Galvez chapter. The motion was approved.
The ALSSAR budget was postponed to
the fall Board of Managers meeting,
which will be held Oct. 28 at the Montgomery Country Club.
—Jim Wardlaw

—Photo courtesy of Jim Maples

Compatriots listen to the presentation at the spring Board of Managers
meeting in the courthouse in Columbiana.

Message
(Continued from Page 1)
Our color guard has been nominated for
the General Von Steuben award for its
participation in the American Village's
film The Spirit of Liberty.
Speaking of the American Village,
Tom Walker and the American Village
have been nominated for the President
General's
Distinguished
Patriotic
Leadership Award.
And a number of our Society members
will hopefully get the recognition they so
well deserve for all their hard work for
our Society.
Keep the SAR visible in your
community, and let me hear your ideas
and suggestions. Best wishes!
—Larry Cornwell

—Photo courtesy of John Wallace

Wiregrass cemetery cleaning
Wiregrass compatriots, from left, Mark Steetle, John Kelsoe and
chapter president John Fuller braved the June 17 heat to begin the
initial cleanup of Wright’s Chapel cemetery in Henry County in
preparation for the grave marking of Revolutionary War soldier
Solomon Wright. John Wallace also participated in the cleanup.
For more information visit www.wiregrass.org.
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2006 Blue Star Salute
—Photos courtesy of Florida Color Guard

Above, ALSSAR president
Larry Cornwell addresses
crowd; right, ALSSAR
Color Guard assembles.

Above, Blue Star organizer Glenn
Nivens; left, SAR Color Guard
prepares to march in event.

A replica of the Vietnam Wall
added a nice touch to the salute.

SAR members prepare a cannon
The SAR Color Guard attracts
for display at the Blue Star Salute. attention with its display of flags.
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Etowah chapter
installs officers
Ben Reed was installed earlier this year as
the 2006 president of the Etowah chapter in
a ceremony performed by ALSSAR president Larry Cornwell.
Other officers include Jimmy R. Clay, first
vice-president; Maitland Adams, second
vice-president; Tom McKenzie, secretary;
Leon Young, treasurer; Dr. Kenneth Jaggears, genealogist; Jerry Jones, registrar; Dr.
Arthur Ennis, historian and public relations;
Ernest Bellamy, chaplain; and Kenneth
Abel, sergeant-at-arms.
Following the installation of officers,
Cornwell made recommendations on methods the Etowah chapter could use to participate in the SAR essay, orations, ROTC, flag
display and veterans service contests employed by the group.
Reed presented Cornwell with a certificate
of appreciation. Similar certificates were
presented to Richard Rhea and Judge William Rhea on behalf of their father, the late
Brig. Gen. Clarence F. Rhea.
—Arthur Ennis

—Photo courtesy of Charles Samuel Howell

Cheaha compatriots salute DAR anniversary
Cheaha chapter members attended a tea in celebration of the
100th anniversary of the DAR’s Bienville chapter on May 2 at the
First Presbyterian Church in Anniston. Members attending included, from left: Charles Howell, Charles Dinsmore Jr., Lamar
Dill Sr., Jack Hollingsworth, Tom Wright, Alex Charleston,
Edwin Smith and Robert Folsom Jr.

—Photo courtesy of Charles Samuel Howell

Three generations of Dinsmores
Cheaha chapter president Lt. Col. Charles Samuel Howell presented membership certificates to three
generations of the Dinsmore family at the chapter’s November meeting: Charles Lloyd Dinsmore and his
sons, Charles Jr., and John Wilson Dinsmore. The group now includes, from left: William Atlee
Dinsmore, John Wilson Dinsmore, Charles L. Dinsmore, Charles L. Dinsmore Jr., Jonathan Wade
Dinsmore and Charles L. Dinsmore III, all descendants from James Dinsmore, a Revolutionary War
soldier from North Carolina. A fourth generation of Dinsmores is in the process of joining the CAR.
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Wiregrass chapter searches Covington County for
patriot graves, discovers compatriot’s ancestor
Covington County is known to be the final resting place of
five Revolutionary War Soldiers and probably that of at least
two others.
In late April, with the assistance of some local historians,
Wiregrass chapter members Rex Everage, Andy Spann, Bruce
Taylor and John Kelsoe traveled to the county to try to document the possible gravesites of some of these patriots.
The group was able to “rediscover” the grave marker of
Jeremiah Dixon in the old Teel Family Cemetery, which is severely overgrown. The marker lists Dixon’s Revolutionary War
service along with the names of all of his children. This was a
special treat for Everage as Dixon is one of his patriot ancestors.
It is unknown when and by whom the marker was placed.
In a field on the other side of the Conecuh River from the
Teel Cemetery, a marker was located at the site of an Indian burial ground and the Liles Cemetery. Among the names
listed on the marker was that of Major John Liles. It is quite
certain these two patriots knew each other in the early days of
statehood as John Liles’ granddaughter married Jeremiah
Dixon’s youngest son.
At a third stop, again in dense underbrush and thickly growing saplings and trees, the group located the Mancill Cemetery,
where Edward Mancill, another Revolutionary War soldier, is
thought to be buried. Only two marked graves, however, were
located: one for Elisha Mancill, a veteran of the War Between
the States, and another for Nancy Mancill, presumed to be his
wife.
More pictures, GPS readings and brief histories of Liles and
Dixon may be found on the Wiregrass chapter’s web
site, www.wiregrasssar.org . One of the chapter’s goals is to
document and record the final resting place of all Revolutionary War soldier within the southern counties.
—John Wallace

—Photo by John A. Kelsoe

Wiregrass compatriot Rex Everage discovered his
ancestor Jeremiah Dixon’s grave well marked in
the woods of Covington County in late April.
—Photo courtesy of Charles Samuel Howell

2006-07 Cheaha officers
At a May meeting, the Cheaha chapter
installed 2006-07 officers, from left:
Past ALSSAR president Lee Swart,
who installed the officers; Alex
Charleston, sergeant-at-arms; Charles
Dinsmore Jr., registrar; Wade
Dinsmore, genealogist; Robert Folsom
Jr., secretary; Charles Howell, president; Judge John Thomason, chancellor; William Rozier, vice-president;
and David Bryant, chaplain. Not pictured is historian George Deyo.
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Montgomery chapter installs new members
The General Richard Montgomery chapter installed two
new members at its April
meeting at the Montgomery
Country Club.
Chapter president Bruce
Pickette installed Thomas Edward Lyles and Dr. Willis
Alexander Michaels as the
newest compatriots in the Sons
of the American Revolution.
Thomas Lyles, who is in the
insurance business in Montgomery, is a descendent of
George Gordon Patton, a
Revolutionary War sergeant from Virginia.
Dr. Willis Michaels, a retired
dentist, is descended from
Jeremiah Jacks, a Revolutionary soldier of the Maryland
—Photo courtesy of Brad Sanders
Militia.
—Brad Sanders Pickette, center, presents membership certificates to Lyles, left, and Michaels.

Local genealogist entertains General
Galvez chapter at its April meeting

—Photo courtesy of Bruce Pickette

Washington Endowment
At a March meeting of the General Richard Montgomery chapter, ALSSAR president Larry
Cornwell, left, presents compatriot Buddy Lane a George
Washington Endowment certificate. The George Washington
Fund serves as an umbrella under which gifts are placed and
has financed a wide variety of
SAR programs over the years.

Mobile area genealogist Don Wehner
was the featured speaker at the April
meeting of the Gen. Galvez chapter held
at the Fire Mountain restaurant in Spanish Fort.
Chapter president E. Leroy McGaughy
called the meeting of 24 members and
guests to order and chaplain Mert
McKeithen gave the invocation. Next, the
President led the chapter in the Pledge of
Allegiance and the Pledge to the SAR.
Members and guests were welcomed
and Mr. Clay Rossi, a member of the
Washington D.C. Chapter, NSSAR was
recognized for his dedication to SAR
even while traveling.
Chapter vice-president Craig Rhodes
introduced Wehner, a member of several
civic groups, historical and genealogy
organizations who currently serves as the
treasurer of the Mobile Genealogy Society.
Wehner gave an informative talk on
“Putting Flesh on the Bones.” He enhanced his talk with displays of historical

—Photo courtesy of Mike Glass

Wehner speaks to Galvez members.
documents about his ancestors going
back to and before the Revolutionary
War.
From his personal family letters, we
learned not only who they were but also
what they did for a living, how they died,
the sicknesses and everyday trials and
activities they endured. Everyone enjoyed this detailed trek back in time.
—Mike Glass
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—Photo courtesy of John Wallace

Good citizenship award
At a recent awards ceremony at New
Brockton High, Wiregrass chapter
compatriot Mark Steetle, left, presented Andrea Proffitt the chapter’s
Roy Shoffner Good Citizenship
Award. Named in honor of the late
newspaper editor and SAR member,
the award recognizes a high school
junior who has excelled academically
in American history and demonstrated good citizenship in the community. Charles Strickland of Enterprise High and Jason Jackson of Elba
High were honored in similar ceremonies at their respective schools.
—Photo courtesy of John Wallace

Medal of Appreciation
ALSSAR past-president John Wallace,
left, and ALSSAR treasurer Bruce Taylor, right, recently presented the SAR
Medal of Appreciation to DAR member
Sylvia McDonough. McDonough, the
wife of Enterprise physician John
McDonough, was responsible for sons
Adam, Mathew and Stuart joining the
Wiregrass chapter under their patriot
ancestor John Hollis, who served as an
orderly sergeant in the North Carolina
state troops.

Birmingham historian discusses
Geronimo at June Galvez meeting

—Photo courtesy of Mike Glass

Matte makes presentation at meeting.

Historian Jackie Matte
was the featured speaker
at the June meeting of
the Gen. Galvez chapter
at Fire Mountain restaurant in East Gate Mall.
Matte traveled from
Birmingham to introduce the historic Indian
chief Geronimo to 23
members at guests.

Most of us Alabamians did not know that
Geronimo and other
Apaches spent approximately seven years
(1887-1894) in Alabama
at Mount Vernon as
prisoners of war.
Matte, an independent
scholar and member of
the Alabama Humanities

Foundation speakers’
bureau, gave a detailed
and informative talk.
She grew up near St.
Stephens in Washington
County and has a masters’ degree in history.
Also, she is an accomplished educator and
author of several books.
—Mike Glass
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Mayor presents ‘new Gadsden’ to Etowah chapter
Gadsden mayor Steve Means began his
presentation to the SAR’s Etowah chapter by announcing the possible addition
of a new industry to Gadsden and pointed
out that the city had added four or five
new industries in the past year which
created 1,200 new jobs.
Mayor Means then showed an eightminute film entitled “SONG,” or “Special
Operations New Gadsden,” which he said
was outdated because of the rapid changes
taking place in the city and he pointed out
a new film was in production.
He said more was taking place in Gadsden than ever before in its history and
that no longer was Gadsden a heavy industry, or “smokestack” town, that times
have changed. He said that we in Gadsden are singing a song of hope and of a
bright new future and that he doesn’t take
the credit for the changes but rather gave
the credit to the city’s citizens.

The film highlighted the Museum of
Art, the new $36 million Gadsden High
School which is to be completed this year
and the newly renovated library that will
be completed this summer. The film narrator noted Gadsden is the ninth largest
city in the state and is the center of commerce for northeast Alabama.
It is a retail center, a medical services
provider and a recreational location.
The recently completed $2.1 million
renovation of Noccalula campground will
completely transform one of the most
visited tourist attractions in the state. The
cabins recently constructed are already
booked for the year. The Jim Martin
Wildlife Park opened in 1991 and is the
home of a variety of birds and fish.
The former Gulf States area will open
soon as an industrial park. The film narrator continued to expound on future
developmental plans projected to in-

crease income to the city and to increase
the desirability of Gadsden as a place to
live.
Following the film the mayor made
comments concerning the acts of the
Continental Congress in 1776 and their
application to the present.
Mayor Means was presented a Certificate of Appreciation by the organization
for his outstanding support of the Sons of
the American Revolution.
Julia Young, a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution, was
presented with a Certificate and Medal of
Appreciation by chapter registrar Jerry
Jones for her outstanding service to the
Sons of the American Revolution.
Arland Gibbs and Scott Gibbs were
given their rosette pins by chapter treasurer Leon Young as induction into the
chapter.
—Arthur L. Ennis

2006 Congress set
for Dallas July 8-12

—Photos courtesy of Sandy Cox

Flag Day celebration
The Children of the American Revolution held a Flag Day salute
for World War II veterans on June 14 at Cantebury United Methodist Church in Mountain Brook. The ceremony got under way
with the posting of the colors, left photo, by SAR members Eddie
Bowling and Glenn Nivens. State Sen. Hank Erwin, right photo,
made the rounds to meet veterans with help from CAR members.

Eleven ALSSAR delegates are among the
SAR compatriots expected to arrive in Dallas
for the 116th annual Congress on July 8-12.
The annual convention, spearheaded by
NSSAR Secretary General Nathan White,
will feature several genealogy experts.
Among the special events planned was a
scheduled genealogy seminar on July 7 featuring Lloyd deWitt Bockstruck, former
NSSAR Librarian General and chief of the
genealogy department of the Dallas Public
Library.
ALSSAR past president Rod Hildreth also
will conduct a lineage research workshop on
how to recruit new members and how to start
a new chapter.
A memorial service to honor fallen compatriots over the past year will be held on Sunday (July 9), while the youth awards and
state society awards will be handed out the
following day.
On Tuesday, balloting for general officers
will be held. Those national officers will be
installed in a banquet on Wednesday evening. For more information, check the
NSSAR’s Web site at www.sar.org.
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Divers find artifacts that provide clues in
Benedict Arnold’s Battle of Valcour Island
By Michael Hill
Associated Press
PLATTSBURGH, N.Y. — Gen.
Benedict Arnold led a “wretched,
motley” crew of sailors on Lake
Champlain against a far superior
British fleet near here on Oct. 11,
1776. The rebels lost.
But their dogged fight delayed
British movement south for a year,
when they would be defeated in the
Battle of Saratoga. Historians today
consider the Battle of Valcour Island
a “victory in defeat” that gave Colonial forces a chance to win at Saratoga — and eventually win the
Revolutionary War.
Divers who have spent the last
seven years combing the lake bottom
in search of “battlefield scatter” from
the pivotal fight pulled up dozens of
artifacts in June. They displayed
them by the shores of the battle site:
cannon fragments, solid iron cannonballs, a brass powder scoop, a trigger
guard, spectacles, bombs.
“The battlefield objects unveiled
here today are tangible connections
to the people and times when the
concepts of liberty, independence,
insurgency and freedom were being
debated and defined by this country,” said Art Cohn, executive director of the Lake Champlain Maritime
Museum in Ferrisburgh, Vt.
The museum, a partner in the Valcour Bay Research Project, will exhibit the artifacts.
The jewel among the finds is a cannon from a Colonial gunboat called
the New York. The cannon exploded
— no one knows why — sending
fragments flying into the water and

—Associated Press photo

Diver Dennis O’Neil (top) looks
over parts of a six-pound cannon
that came from the colonial
gunboat New York.
killing a lieutenant named Thomas
Rogers.
Portions of the gun were found a
few years ago. Divers have now recovered three more fragments, allowing them to jigsaw the pieces
together. They also have discovered
a heavily oxidized sword nearby
with the tip broken off that “may
well have been Thomas Rogers'
sword,” said Adam Kane, an archaeologist with the museum.
Most people working on the pro-

ject are volunteers, including one of
the lead divers, Ed Scollon. He has
spent countless hours searching the
silty lake bottom off of Valcour Island with a metal detector. Many of
the artifacts are a few feet down in
the silt, which has helped preserve
them. Still legible on many of the
cannonballs are distinctive “broad
arrow” markings that identify them
as British.
The finds so far come from where
the Colonial ships lined up for battle,
though divers hope to work their
way to the British line.
“We've now mapped the equivalent
of eight football fields of the American line,” Kane said. “We’re certainly not one-tenth done.”
Had Arnold died in the Battle of
Valcour, he would be famous mostly
for cunning and bravery, instead of
treachery. He took on the bigger
British boats in a narrow straight that
made it difficult for them to maneuver.
Pummeled by the British fleet all
day, Arnold sneaked his boats past
them that night in a retreat. The British gave chase the next morning.
Arnold burned some of his boats to
keep them out of British hands and
led hundreds of men to Fort Ticonderoga on foot.
By the time fighting was over,
snow was falling. The British, fatefully, paused their campaign for the
winter.
Arnold stalled the British attempt
to take the Hudson Valley and cut
the colonies in two.
“His battle plan was brilliant,”
Scollon said.
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Visit the ALSSAR Web site at www.alssar.org
Send in your chapter’s news to be included in the next newsletter
Please submit photos and information about your chapter for the fall
newsletter. Sept. 5 is the deadline to get information in. You can mail
information to Tim Gayle, 3573 Foxhall Drive, Montgomery, AL
36111 or send photos or stories via e-mail to timgayle@alltel.net.

—Photo courtesy of John Ponder

Independence Day celebration
Every year, the South Highland Presbyterian Church in Birmingham honors Memorial Day and the
Fourth of July with its members. This year, posing after the July 2 service were, from left: Birmingham
chapter compatriot Glenn Nivens (Lt. Col. Ret.), Marine Lance Corp. Jason Weems, Air Force Capt. Steve
Ashworth and Eddie Bowling, a youth member of the Cahaba-Coosa chapter.

