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Stuart Conner, loving husband, father, brother,
Montana history advocate and expert in American
rock art, died at age 97 on March 15, 2022.

He was born in Chicago and grew up in Liv-
ingston before moving to Billings, where he gradu-
ated from Senior High in 1942. He was a ranger in
Yellowstone Park for several summers. A Marine in
World War 11, Stu graduated from the University of
Montana Law School in 1949, spent four years with
the FBI and then practiced law in Billings until his
retirement in 1986.

Stuart became interested in archaeology, his
life’s passion, in the late ‘50s. He was instrumental
in the creation of the Montana Archaeology Society,
the acquisition of Pictograph Caves as a State Park,
and was President of the Montana Historical Society.

The many awards he received in his lifetime
included an Honorary Doctorate of Letters from
Montana State University, the Crabtree Award from
the Society for American Archaeology, the Well-

mann Award from the American Rock Art Research
Association, the Montana State Historic Preserva-
tion Award for Achievement in Archaeology, and
the Carroll Award from the Yellowstone Historic
Preservation Board.

Stuart is predeceased by his sister, Patricia
Morledge; and his former wife, Betty Lu Conner.
He is survived by his wife, Susan McDaniel; his
daughters, Laurie Wertman (Jim), Cindy Merriam
(Steve) and Robin Lester (Jim); as well as many
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to the Montana His-
torical Society, PO Box 201201, Helena, MT 59620.
There will be a celebration of Stu’s life at Rocky
Mountain College’s Prescott Hall on Saturday, May
7, from 3 to 5 p.m. Friends and family, please join
us in giving the Old Warrior a proper send off!

Condolences may be made at www.michelot-

tisawyers.com.




