“Give me your Birthright, and 1 will give you some stew,” JaCcob
said agaih, as he slurped on a steaming spoonhful himself.

“All rightt All right!” Esau said, “You Cah have my Birthright. What
good will it be to me if ] starVe to death!” Not that he would have
starved to death. He was just hungry.

“Do you promise?” Jacob Said.
“1 promise!” Esau shapped.
“All right then,” Jacob said, ahd he gave Esau what he wanted.

And so Esau gave away his Birthright for a bow| of soup ahd few
pieces of bread.

That wash’t too smart.

Jacob and Esau
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By Paul Dallgas-Frey

Do you ever Fight with your brothers & fisters?

Nabh! I'm sure you don’t... too much!

Here’s the story of two brothers who were fighting with each
other even before they were born! It led to much trouble and
unhhappiness - but then, fighting always does.

IsaaC was 40 years old when he married Rebekah. Mahy years

went by, and still they didnht have any children. And so IsaaC

prayed to God, “Oh [Lord, please ook with favor oh my wife
TRebekah, and bless us with children.”

God heard 1saaC's prayer (Of course, (od hears every prayer!), and
he answered it. When 1saaC was 60 Years old, Rebekah beCame
preghant - ahd hot with just onhe child, but with twins!

But before they were even born, Rebekah could feel them KiCcking
anhd fighting inside her.

“Why is this happening?” she Called out.
Anhd God anhswered her,

“The two children inside you
will become the fathers of two hations.
Just like the two are fighting with each other how,
the two nations will struggle with each other.
One will be stronger thah the other.

ahd the older will serve the younger.”
Goon it Came time for the Children to be borh.

The first baby borh was a boy. He was all red and Covered with
hair, and so IsaaC ahd Rebekah hamed him Esau, which sounded
like their word for “red.” The second baby was also a boy, and he
Came grabbing onto Esau’s heel. So they hamed him Jacob, which

sounded like their word for “heel.”

The boys grew up.
Esau beCame a strong and sKillful hunhter who |oved the outdoors.
JaCob was a quiet mah, who preferred to Stay home.

1saac liked Esau because he liked to eat the wild Same Esau
brought home from hunting. But Rebekah liked Jacob because he
learhed to Cook ahd to do other things to help her around the
home.

Onhe day ESau went out for ghother one of his hunting trips. He
must have been gone for a few days, ahd the hunhting must hot
have been very good, beCause whenh he Came back, he was starving
for something good to eat.

Tt just so happened that when Esau Came home, JaCob had just
made a great big pot of hot, steaming, stew. The mouth-watering
smell Filled the air.

“Give me some of that red stuff - T am StarVing!” Esau demanhded.

Jacob was a schemer, and so he said, “Sure! T'l| give you some stew
- IF you will give me your Birthright.”

The Birthright was a very important thing. Tt went to Esau
beCause he was born First. When Isaac died, Esau’s Birthright
would make him the head of the household, ahd he would get

twice as much of Isaac’s wealth as Jacob would.

But here is where Esau made his mistake.
He was hungry NOW.

He didn’t Care about tomorrow. All that Birthright stuff wouldn’t
happen for a [ong time.

But Jacob was wiser.

He Knew onhe day tomorrow would come. If he had the Rirthright,
ohe day he would become the head of the household.
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