APRIL-MAY 2022
VOTER SERVICE TEAM: BIG PLANS
— by Mary Keefe Kelly
CANDIDATE FORUM
The Voter Service team has begun planning a District 16 State
House Candidate Forum to be held at Skokie Public Library
on Tuesday evening, May 24. There are two candidates in this
Democratic race: incumbent Denyse Wang Stoneback and Kevin
Olickal. Please be generous with your time and talent when the call
goes out for volunteer assistance.

Remember, if you change your mind and
want to vote in person after receiving your
ballot by mail, simply bring your ballot with
you to your polling place — they will “void”
it and replace it with a paper ballot. It can
be a wonderful protection against illness,
emergency travel plans, etc. The mail ballot
now includes a box for “Permanent Vote By
Mail” status.

VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVES
Plans are currently underway to set up voter registration drives
prior to the Illinois Primary Election at a number of locations around
Evanston and Skokie. We have already committed to working a
table at the Evanston Farmers’ Market on two Saturdays in May.
Additional plans are underway to register voters at the Evanston
and Skokie Public Libraries and more.

A ballot cast by mail is given a tracking code
so that the voter can track their ballot and be notified when their
vote is counted. Vote by mail ballots cannot be altered or discarded
after votes are cast, thus ensuring that votes can be recounted if
necessary. Voters need to know that the 2022 elections will be,
as always, secure and fair — none of the various 2020 recounts
undertaken around the country revealed systemic election fraud.

VOTER HOTLINE
The LWVE Voter Hotline will again be available as a resource
to local voters. The number is (224) 536-0254 and will begin
operating on May 1.

In its 2021 Annual Report, Nonprofit Vote, one of several
organizations in which LWVE is an active partner, states that
seven out of 10 voters say they think it is a good idea for nonprofit
organizations like ours to offer support services like voter
registration and election reminders. Additionally, the report points
out that our work significantly boosts voter turnout, especially
among those underrepresented in our democracy. You can read
the entire report here: tinyurl.com/5ae7hmcj.

APPLY FOR A VOTE BY MAIL BALLOT TODAY
Applications to have your June 28 Primary Election Ballot mailed to
your home can now be completed online at tinyurl.com/2p8uks9m.

COUNCIL RESOLUTION

At the meeting of the Evanston City
Council on March 29, Mayor Daniel Biss
declared March 28 a day to celebrate the
100th Anniversary of the Founding of the
League of Women Voters of Evanston. He
commended the mission of the League
“to encourage informed and active
participation in government, to increase
understanding of public policy issues, to
influence public policy through education
and advocacy and to defend democracy.”
The full resolution can be read on the
LWVE website, www.lwve.org.
Pictured: members of the League of Women
Voters of Evanston: (L-R) Alderman Clare Kelly,
Jack Hinz, Cate Whitcomb, Kathy Hayes, Mayor
Daniel Biss, Mary Keefe Kelly and City Clerk
Stephanie Mendoza.

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENTS
Dear Colleagues,
As we happily plan to meet in person for our annual meeting
we cannot help but look back, once again, to an unusual
year. Our League’s business during the 2020-2021 year
was conducted entirely on Zoom as we were all hunkered
down in an effort to keep everyone safe. This past year,
2021-2022 was a mixed — on Zoom and in person. Most
notably, in person, was our Legislative Luncheon with
Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky, our holiday gathering
and a recent Drinks & Dialogue. We appreciated the
convenience of online communication and we became
fairly skilled at muting and unmuting ourselves and
putting our questions in the chat! We are now thrilled to be transitioning to a “new
normal” which will undoubtedly include both in-person and Zoom activities.
Despite the challenges, you have accomplished a great deal! The observer corps
attended and reported on 60 local government meetings, voter services loyalists
continued to register voters, our membership grew by eight percent and we
continued to advocate for numerous issues on every level of government. Speaker
events covered topics of health equity, zoning, criminal justice, carbon pricing and
Skokie electoral reform. Notables included Judge Lionel Jean-Baptiste, County
Commissioner Larry Suffredin and RoundTable’s Mary and Larry Gavin. LWVE member
Willie Shaw received the Unsung Heroine Award during Women’s History Month.
A financial review was completed and we successfully transitioned to 501(c)(3) status.
As part of our local program, an investigation of health equity in Evanston, climate
action activism and a review of housing and zoning positions produced outstanding
reports, updated positions and advocacy wins! Greater youth participation was
demonstrated by several projects achieved by emerging leader member involvement
and ETHS volunteers, including the annual holiday wrapping project. We collaborated
with other community organizations including Joining Forces for Affordable Housing,
Citizens’ Greener Evanston, North Shore Village Network, the Voter Participation
Action Coalition and the Evanston and Skokie Public Libraries. Our fifth annual
scholarship will be awarded in May and the board of directors voted to increase the
amount of the scholarship next year.
And, now we celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the League of Women Voters of
Evanston! Profiles of the women who led the charge beginning in 1922, a timeline
of people and events, special anniversary graphics, an update of This Is Evanston
and much more will commemorate a century of activism. Please join our in-person
Annual Meeting on May 11 at 5:30 p.m. as we begin the next 100 years of working to
strengthen our community and our democracy.
— Jennifer and Mary, Co-Presidents
Jennifer O’Neil jenoneil2@gmail.com

Mary Keefe Kelly kelly96@rcn.com

LWVE ANNUAL MEETING
MAY 11 — 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Woman’s Club of Evanston, 1702 Chicago Avenue
Please register at www.lwve.org by May 9.
$40 per person (Paypal), or send check to

LWVE, Civic Center, 2100 Ridge Avenue, Evanston, IL 60201
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MISSION STATEMENT

The League of Women
Voters, a nonpartisan political
organization, encourages
informed and active participation in

government, works to increase understanding
of major public policy issues and influences

public policy through education and advocacy.

LIKE LWVE
ON FACEBOOK

TAKING ACTION: EVANSTON ENVIRONMENT BOARD
On April 6, Cherie LeBlanc Fisher and
Wendy Pollock, co-chairs of the Evanston
Environment Board, spoke via Zoom
about service on the board and its role
in the implementation of the City of
Evanston’s Climate Action and Resilience
Plan (CARP).1 The Environment Board
is one of 26 Boards, Commissions and
Committees of the City of Evanston. It
has 11 members who serve three-year
terms which can be renewed once.
Most of the members have had training
and/or experience in areas addressing
— by Elizabeth Kinney
climate change issues or natural
systems, however. There are places for
two community members who are interested in environmental
issues and two places are reserved for persons knowledgeable
about arboretums. Cherie works for the U.S. Forest Service.
After the 2016 election, she decided to focus her concern about
environmental issues locally. Previously, Wendy had served on
the Ladd Arboretum Committee which was merged into the
Environment Board.

CLIMATE
CORNER

The purpose of the Environment Board is to support Evanston’s
goals of reducing and mitigating climate change impacts,
increasing resource efficiency and protecting and restoring
natural systems by investigating issues and developing
recommendations for city council, city staff and other boards,
committees and commissions.
The board meets once a month as well as active subgroups,
like CARP implementation task force and waste reduction task
force, that meet more frequently. The agenda for the meetings
is developed in conjunction with
Cara Pratt, the city’s sustainability
and resilience coordinator. Items
to consider come from city staff,
council members and community
members. For example, parents
from the District 65 Green Team
came to the Environment Board
concerned about the use of
Styrofoam trays in the school lunch
program — the district was using
about 10,000 trays every week.
The result — the board agreed to

use compostable trays — and the Environment Board trained the
staff, students, teachers and administrators on how to do so. The
Environment Board was also consulted during a study of noise and
odors coming from a municipal waste transfer station in the Fifth
Ward.
The Environment Board’s primary focus, since the adoption of
CARP, has been on its implementation. CARP has two main areas:
mitigation, cutting greenhouse gas emissions; and, resilience,
preparing for the inevitable effects of climate change. CARP aims
to make Evanston carbon neutral by 2050 through 11 target areas,
that include building efficiency, renewable energy, zero waste,
urban canopy/green space and community networks/education.
Jerri Garl, a member of the Environment Board and the Chair of
the CARP task force, told us that a dashboard is being developed
to track the city’s progress toward achieving its goals. She said that
it was challenging because only one city staff member is assigned
to “lead the charge.” The task force did research the American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) to see if funds might be available to assist
in this effort and the Environment Board prepared and presented
proposals to city council to seek such funds. In addition, city
building codes are being reviewed and potentially revised. The
city recently received federal funds to provide solar installations
on the roofs of low-income residences and received a grant of
$500,000 for this project. Through such initiatives as using clean
energy vehicles, the Environment Board has also pushed the city
to “lead by example.”
In order to increase the sense of urgency to achieving CARP goals,
the Environment Board has developed a climate emergency
resolution similar to ones developed in over 2000 communities
around the world. This resolution, recommended to council and
supported by LWVE, includes a
detailed action plan. It requires
adequate funding for CARP
implementation and that CARP
goals be adequately addressed in
the strategic and comprehensive
plans to be developed in 2022.
Clearly, the Environment Board has
a lot of work on its plate. We are
fortunate to have such committed
and talented citizens serving on it.
1
The Plan was adopted in December 2018
and can be found at www.lwve.org.

TIME TO RENEW: MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

LWVE currently has 182 active members as of April 13, 2022. The committee is also pleased to welcome new members Sally deVincentis, Paula
Scholl, Steven Murphy and Betty Jo Henson.
Membership Renewal for July 1, 2022-June 30, 2023
LWVE membership renewal dues information for the upcoming year (July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023) will be mailed out in early July. (Note: If
you are a new member who joined after January 31, 2022, your membership will not expire until June 30, 2023).
As a reminder, when you renew your membership in LWVE, you automatically become a member of the LWV of the United States, the LWV
of Illinois and the LWV of Cook County. Your continued membership will give you access to issue and advocacy information, publications
and websites at all levels of League. You will receive the Intercom as well as periodic notices of issues and actions items. Your continued
membership is vitally important to support the League’s worthwhile programs and its effective and visible presence at all levels of government.
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LWVE SIGNS ONTO SKOKIE ELECTORAL REFORM
— by Betty Hayford
At the April 13 meeting, the LWVE Board considered approaches to
advocacy and agreed to lend support to the referendum proposed
by the Skokie Alliance for Electoral Reform. League members
had an opportunity to learn about the origin and purposes of the
referendum at a March 23 Drinks & Dialogue where Skokie Trustee
and League member, James Johnson, outlined the rationale and
specifics of the proposed referendum.
The Skokie Alliance for Electoral Reform was established at the end
of 2021 to address the lack of transparency and low voter turnout in
Skokie Village elections. It argues that the current electoral system
creates barriers to candidates outside the political establishment
and results in civic disengagement. In recent village elections voter
turnout averaged in the single digits.
The group proposes three ballot initiatives designed to reform the
current out-dated system and reduce current incentives to oneparty dominance:
• Establish nonpartisan elections to level the playing field
for all candidates, inspire values-driven campaigns and
increase voter turnout;
• Stagger terms to increase engagement and balance
change with stability; and,

•

Create hybrid representation to provide local district
representation while preserving a village-wide
perspective.

The issues raised by the Skokie Alliance are strongly consistent with
the core mission of the League — to engage and educate voters and
encourage active and informed participation in local elections. We will
continue to observe the work of the alliance and consider possible
approaches to publicizing the issues. While we are the League
of Women Voters of Evanston, we have a strong group of Skokie
residents both on the Board and in the membership. This is a valuable
opportunity to support League values in our neighboring community.

LWVE EVENTS AT-A-GLANCE
MONDAY, MAY 2, 9:30 a.m. - 12 noon
LWV COOK COUNTY ANNUAL MEETING
Via Zoom. Business meeting (9:30 a.m.); program with three
retiring County Commissioners (11 a.m.)
WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.
LWVE ANNUAL MEETING
In-person: dinner, business meeting and program
Woman's Club of Evanston, 1702 Chicago Avenue, Evanston
Register by May 9 at www.lwve.org or by mail. Cost is
$40 (Paypal) or send check to LWVE, 2100 Ridge Avenue,
Evanston, IL 60201
SUNDAY, JUNE 2, 2:00 p.m.
GUIDED WALK IN PERKINS WOODS
Register by May 31 for meet-up location at www.lwve.org
MONDAY, JUNE 13
FIRST DAY FOR EARLY VOTING FOR JUNE 28 PRIMARY
THURSDAY, JUNE 23 - SUNDAY, JUNE 26
LWVUS CONVENTION
Via Zoom and in-person, Denver, Colorado
Visit www.lwv.org for registration information.
TUESDAY, JUNE 28
PRIMARY ELECTION for local, county and state offices
For more information: www.lwve.org/calendar.html
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▲ Develop new friendships
▲ Attend any of our 20+ monthly
programs

Find community,
support and life
enrichment!
BECOME A MEMBER

847.721.1413

▲ Navigate available community
services
▲ Get tech help, rides to medical
appointments, friendly visiting
and neighborly support
▲ Volunteer and improve
someone’s life

WiseUpToday.org

(formerly known as North Shore Village)

