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THE COMMANDMENTS OF JESUS

BY CHAS. F. PARHAM,
Bakersfield, Ore.
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All my life the commandments of Jesus have
been my hobby. I have been a stickler about
obeying all the commandments of Jesus. In our
country people were strong on doing everything
that Jesus Christ said to do, but they were not
converted. They had not been regenerated.
They just literally took up the idea of doing
what Jesus said to do, but that had no saving
Dower.,

When Charles Sheldon edited a Topeka pa-
per for one week as Jesus would do, he had a
good deal in the paper about obeying the com-
mandments of Jesus. I was living there, and
I wrote a letter and asked him if he thought Je-
sus would advertise patent medicine in a weekly
paper,

Thomas Jefferson was not an orthodox be-

liever in Christianity, but he had his secretary
copy out every one of the sayings of Jesus
Christ in the New Testament, and Thomas Jef-
ferson, the father of democracy, declared that
these were the greatest code of ethics ever giv-
en to the human race.

Always when I read that “Jesus opened his
mouth and taught them,” I know I am going to
get something good. I do not care so much for
Paul and the other fellows, but when Jesus says
a thing, it is so.

You can go to most of the Bible houses and
get a little book that is called the Jefferson Bi-
ble, and it has in it just the sayings of Jesus
Christ. I think a great deal of my copy, be-
cause I love to think of just what He said. To
me it is everything.

Now the modern churches have made a
great deal of water baptism and the Lord’s sup-
per, these two things. But don’t you know you
could literally obey these two commandments
and do it formalistically, and it would be of no
benefit whatever. You can ¢o into the water
a dry sinner and come out a wet hypocrite, un-
less you get converted in the water. There is
no power in water to save an individual, but it
15 ‘““the answer of a good conscience.” It is &
testimony to the world. It is the public initia-
tion into the church of Jesus Christ. Conver-
sion is the time when you are voted in, sort of
like going into a lodge, but water baptism is
the initiation. It corresponds to riding the goat
in a lodge. It is the public testimony and wit-

ness to the world of two things. One, that as

you sink beneath the yielding water, being bur-
ied in the likeness of His death, that so you die
to the world, and are buried to the world. That

as Noah left behind the flood waters, the old

world, with its sins and iniquities, and came up
into a new world, you are expected to come up
into a new life and you are witnessing that the
sing of the past life have been put under the
blood, as you are put under the water.

I want to say another thing. Water baptism
is so significant to me because of this fact. The
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modern preachers are hopelessly lost to the idea
that Jesus proved his divinity by the miracles
he wrought. But we say Christ healed, the
sick, cast out devils, raised the dead and per-
formed miracles to show the will and love of
God to humanity. He was the manifestation of
God to the human race. He came to prove the
love of God to the human race. |

But when they asked Jesus, “What proot
have you that are the “Son of God?” He said,
have no proof, but the sign of Jonah the
prophet.”

“As Jonah was three days and three nights
in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of man be
three days and three nights in the heart of the
earth.” Mat. 12:40,

The evidence of Christ’s divinity is His
death, His burial and His resurrection. When
you go down into the tomb of yielding waters
and rise from these waters, you are bearing
testimony to the world of your faith in the di-
vinity of Jesus Christ, And if He was not di-
vine, your religion is all vain; you might as well
shut up your churches and places of worship,
because if Jesus Christ was not the Son of God
all our religion 1s vain. Water baptism has be-
come very significant to me because of these
things.

I like the Lord’s supper, and you know what
I preach on that subject, to look from the bread
to the broken body of the Lord, and see the
power of His broken body, by whose stripes you
are healed.

But these commands I have mentioned were
no more intended to be obeyed than any other
of the seventy-two commandments of Jesus
Christ., THESE could be carried out in a form,
but the others are a practical, every day benefit
to you and me and to the human race, and that
1s what makes us every day Christians. There
is not much in theoretical Christianity.

What is the meaning of this great multitude
of people joining the modern unions and the
modern lodges? The increased number of un-
ions and lodges is the cry for the brotherhood
that the gospel of Jesus Christ supplies. And
1t you practice the gospel and everything Jesus
sald, you would practice all that they do, and a
great deal more.

Christianity goes out and down to the least
and the lowest of society, to the men and women

who in the process of evolution have not devel-

oped a vertebrae, and helps them until they can
take their place as helpful members of society.

What is this great cry of humanity, of the
Socialists, the I. W. W.’s, and even the Bolshe-
vists? Listen to me, all this is the great cry of
humanity for what they could find in Jesus
Christ. But seeing the record of modern
churchanity they have declared the thing as
false and have started out on their own lines
and schemes to bring about what they believe to
be the proper ideas along these lines and prac-
tices.

Friends, it is a fact, if Jesus Christ was pro-
perly presented to the world we would absolute-
ly have the whole thing. You look at the mod-
ern professors of religion, and their pomp and
pride and show and their commercialism, and
it would make infidels out of anybody.

The world is crying for people who will prac-
tice the sayings of Jesus Christ.

As I told you when I was here before, 1
would like to get all the full gospel preachers in
a room and hold them there under lock and key
and starve them out until they washed each
others feet. And I would charge fifty cents a
head for every one that went to see them. It
would bring more than a Church Fair.

I did not used to think much about foot
washing. I said I did not know whether I do or
do hot believe in it. Some of my preacher
friends said, If you would black the others shoes
1t would do just as well. They said, “What are
vou going to do about it anyway. Jesus said,

“If 1, your Lord and Master, have washed
vour feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s
feet.,” (John 15:14) The servant 1s not greater
than his Lord.”

Then I saw the significance of it, the willing-
ness to do the menial things for one another;
to be called servants to one another. Do you
get 1t? Oh, that is the meaning of it, real ser-
vants to one another.

In our town we got this gospel started many
years ago, and it has been a common thing for
women who have their own washings and house
work done to go into the homes of the sick and
take their washing home, wash and iron it and
mend 1t, get the sizes of the children’s clothes
and make new garments for them. The Wel-
fare society and the ladies of the G. A. R. say
our folks beat them to nearly every case of pov-
erty in town. | |
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will draw all men unto Me.” Self lifted up rep-
els. Lifted up with Christ on the cross it draws.
Happy those who can say with Paul a real ex-
perience.

“I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless 1
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the
life which I now live in the flesh I live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)

ISRAELITES ON WAY TO PROMISED LAND
AGAIN SLEEP UNDER TENTS.

Jerusalem,—Three thousand years ago when
Moses led the Children of Israel out of Egypt
into the Promised Land, Palestine experienced

‘its first housing crisis. Today the large Jewish

immigration into Palestine during the six
months has brought about another housing
problem, as critical as the one that Moses had
to solve.

During the exodus from Egypt the Children
of Israel were forced to sleep out under the
skies and the trees and in such tents as could be
erected when they first entered the Promised
Land. Today the modern Children of Israel in
their Modern Exodus to the modern Jewish
Homeland, are again forced to accept such
makeshift accommodations as can be found for
them in a country where the population is in-
creasing about ten times as fast as building cen-
struction.

The housing crisis began to grow serious
about six months ago when Jewish immigration
to the country jumped from one thousand

1onthly to twice that number. During March

immigration reached 3300, while over 5000 tour-
ists crowded into the Holy Land to view the
dedication of the Hebrew university on April
first. The result was that Palestine was over
run with tourists and immigrants, and the al-
ways meagre hotel accommodations were hope-
lessly inadequate to care for more than a small
number of visitors.

If only we could sow what we please, and
then reap only what would delight us when the
harvest time comes, this would be a very, very
casy world. But the law of the universe will
not change, and the “Whatsoever” of the sow-
ing time is sure to be followed by the “that he
shall also reap” of the season of ingathering.

_x LAND FALLS IN SEA.
Moscow.—A tremendous landslide occurred

yvesterday on the Black Sea near Sehastopol,
about 130,000 tons of earth falling into the sea.

Club.

THE COLORED DEACON PRAYS.

A white preacher went to preach a dedicat-
ion sermon for a negro. The negro opened ser-
vices with the following:

“Oh Lord give this poor brother d’ eye of an
eacle, that he might spy out sin afar off. Glue
these hands to the gospel plow. Tie his tongue

" to de line of truth. Nail his ears to the gospel

pole. Bow his head down between his knees, O
Lord. Fix his knees down in some dark kmnoli
valley where prayer is much want to be made.
Den noint him with the kerosene oil of salvat-
ion and set him on fire. Amen.

DROPS DEAD AT END OF ATTACK ON
RELIGIGN.

London,—George Whale, 75, presiding at a
dinner of the National Press association at the
Troeadero restaurant last night, collapsed and
died in the presence of 200 guests, just as NMaj.
G. H. Putnam, American Civil War veteran, was
proposing a toast to his health.

A few minutes before Whale, responding to
a toast to the association, said: R |

“Let us eat, drink and be merry, for tomor-
row we may die. Do Isay that? No;I say take
hands and help for today we live.”

The dinner was in honor of the centenary of
the birth of Thomas Huxley and to encourage a
campaizn against Christian churches.

Whale made a speech in which he ruthlessly
attacked the dogmas of Christianity. He had
just ridiculed a statement that “the licht of the
Spirit of the Holy Ghost has guided the church
for 19 centuries.” -

FAITH HEALERS HIT IN PHYSICIAN'S
TALK.

Examiner Bureau, Sacramento,—Charging
that “faith healers” and other unscientific
health workers are retarding efforts of medical
men to prevent disease and extend the span of
life, Dr. L. A. Van Allen, of Ukiah, today ureged
delecates to the forty-ninth annual convention
of the California State Homeopathic Medical So-
ciety to ‘“educate your patients in the simple
truths of medicine and safeguard them from
medical ’1sms.”

The physician charged that health cults are
bringing the whole medical profession into dis-
repute.
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“There is no such thing as a permanent civ-

ilization,” he said. ‘“The same pallbearers who
carried out the coffin of Chief Tut-AnkhAmen



