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2 Oif No Margm For Error,
So Says the SWA"ﬂ

by Brian Anderson

With the recent untimely contraction of the
Unlimited Hydroplane series to a mere five
racestheimportanceof eiminating errorsisat
an all time high. One bad bounce or wavethat
resultsin ablow over will takeyou right of the
pictureimmediately. Thisseasonisnow or never
time, if you don’t show up and befast from day
oneyou will never catch up. Should someone
throw apropeller through the bottom of the hull
itwill beall over, not just for that race but for
thechampionshipitsef. Withthissmall amargin
the smart play just might betoracealittleon
theconservativeside. But what will that get you?
Maybeit getsyou the championship, butmore - : < = '
thanlikely it getsyou amiddle of theroad season. Sothisiswherethered Strategy begl ns. Should ateam rlsk itall
and run wide openfor thefiveracesand risk something catastrophic? Or just run strong and hope some unforeseen
event takes out the competition? Thisisthedilemmacrew chiefs, owners, and of coursedriverswill befacinginthis
unprecedented short season. Asusud it’ sthe pointsthat will bemaost important and winning every timeout ismore
important than it ever hasbeen.

The projecting of achampion has never been atougher task astheteams preparefor the opener inthe small
Ohio River town of Madison, IN. Asusua someteamshavenot changed at all over the off season and some have
adifferent look. The defending champion Oh Boy! Oberto at thetop of thelist for standing pat. Driver Jimmy
Shanereturnsto drivethe community owned boat, ateam once an underdog but now aproven champion. Histitle
defensewill not be easy. Histoughest rival from ayear ago J. Michadl Kelly staysput driving Ted PortersU-5
GrahamTrucking (red). Thesetwo would haveto |abeled asthe odds on favoriteto fight for thetitle. But with the
short season nobody can truly be counted out. Giving thesetwo arun for their money hasto include the U-96
Ellstrom E-Lam Plus with Jean Theoret who took over late last season in the Ellstrom family owned boat.
Another sureto makewavesin every heat isthe U-9 Jones Racing with Scott Liddycoat returning to theunlimiteds
todrive. Thechampionship should comefrom oneof the aforementioned teams. Even with thisshort season it does
not seemlikely that atrue underdog will emerge.




Beyond thetop three rookiesrookies may mix it up with the contenders. Another team that may be contenders
by the timethe season winds up, A nother contender isthe U-27 Wiggins Racing to be piloted by veteran Cal
Phipps. Thisnew team acquired theformer U-17 of Nate Brown which proved to befast and isthe 2013 Gold
Cupwinner.

Rounding out thefield and definitely needing alot of luck to contend for thetitle are Mike Webster in the U-22
Webster Racing , Brian Perkinsin the U-21Go Fast Turn Left Racing, Tommy Thompson inthegbr/U-11 Peters
& May, rookie Patrick Sankuer Jr. inthe U-12 MissDeJulio, Kelly Stocklininthe U-18 Bucket List Racing, and
rookie Kevin Eacret inthe U-100. Maybe wewill have some surprise entriesbut don’t count onit.

With the season asshort asit isthe Swami firesup the crystal ball ever so briefly for theyearly gazeintothe
strangeworld known asthe 2015 season.

From the top
Winning it all

1) U-5 Graham Trucking, J Michael Kelly, 5 career §
wins

Precision Marine, 16 career wins

Decatur, IN
Swami Sez; Thiswill bethe season Kelly takesit
al. It may beshort inthe number of racesbut thisrocket
will stay out of trouble, qualify fast and collect pointsto
clinch, butit will godowntothefina in San Diego. Expect themto bein every find heat, wintheGold Cupin Tri-
Citiesand take two out of thefiveraces.

Second but not by much

2) U-1 Oberto, Jimmy Shane, 8 career wins.

City of Madison, Ind. 21 career wins

Madison, IN "
Swami Sez; It is very hard to go against the
defending champion but thisteam took only two of the
six racesin 2014. But fear not asthe boat and driver are
asfast asever and should betop qualifier at most events &=
andtakeonevictory. They will bein contentionuntil the
fina heat of theyear.

3) U-9 Les Schwab/Red Dot, Scott Liddycoat, 1 career
win

Mike & Lori Jones, 2 career wins.

Kent, WA An
Swami Sez; Hereisthedark horsethat canwin g
thetitleif afew breaksgoitsway. The boat |ooked
very good initspreseason test and just might sneak in
for awin. Expect themto beinevery final heat and
racking up good pointsintheprelims. Will avoid the
mechanical failuresof yearspast thistimeand wejust
may seetheminvictory lane.




4) U-96EllsromE-LamPlus, Jeen Theoret, 6 caresr wins
Ellstrom Family, 29 career wins
Seattle, WA.
Swami Sez:; Thisisanother fast boat that putin
some preseason testing and |ooked good doing it. Jean
Theoret has proven he can win but in this short season
can he get off to agood start. Will be good, but not
outstanding.

A Step Behind

$) U-7 Graham Trucking 11, Jesse Robertson
Precision Marine, 16 career wins
Decatur, IN
Swami Sez; Hereisaboat driver combination
that will no doubt surprise. Thehull isextremely fast will
will chargeas soon as Jesseisturnedloose. Thisisthe
‘black’ boat of the Graham Trucking tandem which
will qualify well and just might shock the sport witha |
victory.
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6) U-27 Wiggins Racing, Cal Phipps, O career wins.
Wiggins Racing, new team
Gadsden, AL

Swami Sez; The 2013 Gold Cup winning hull

now hasanew homeinAlabamaand anew owner and

driver. How quickly they canget thisunfamiiliar hull dided

inwill bethekey to the season. Should quaify well and

makethreeof thefivefinal heats.

7) U-22 Webster Racing, Mike Webster, O career
wins

Webster Family, O career
wins

Reading, PA
Swami Sez; A consistent but not overly fast boat
makethisteam asolid competitor and will beright there
if amistakeismade by the hot dogs. Qualifying speeds
will bemid-pack and should seeat |east onefinal heat.
Webster hasaway of playing it smart and stealing and =

heat win when least expected. .-;-;-_ -_1—- S —— _;_‘ — — .;-—*'




8) U-21, Go Fast, Turn Left Racing-Brian Perkins, 0
career wins
Greg O’ Farrell, O career wins

Maple Valley, WA :
Swami Sez; A new boat isalwaystoughto get a
read on, that’swhy they arerebuilding the broken one. = e
Thisshould ultimately proveto befast asbefore, but :
with notesting theteamwill probably struggleat thefirst
race or two before hitting their stride. They will miss =
Madison. Fast speedswill probably comelateinthe
season, what thereisleft of it. Brian Perkinswill driveit

smart.

9) U-11 Peters& May, Tommy Thompson, O career
wins
Scott Raney, 0 career wins
Edmonds, WA

Swami Sez; Thisteam hasbeen an underachiever
for thelast few seasons. They have asolid sponsor and
agood driver but for some reason have had trouble
putting it al together.

10) U-12 Miss Didulio, Patrick Sankuer Jr., rookie
Jay Leckrone, O career wins
Burien, WA
Swami Sez; Team has not been ableto qualify jues
and run with any consistency. They do have aflashy
paint scheme but will most likely be done after the

preliminaries. Will need alot of luck to moveup

71) U-18 Bucket List Racing, Kelly Stocklin, 0 e S——

career wins
Kelly Stocklin, O career wins
Sammamish, WA :
Swami Sez; Theformer G-classhull withaT-53 |
turbineisareally goodfigdfiller andwill typicaly finish
dmost al hegts, but don’t expect to seethemupfrontin ===
the prelimsor at thetop of the speed charts.




72) U-100 Leland Racing, K evin Eacret, Rookie
Leland Racing team, 20 career wins
Kirkland, WA
Swami Sez; A team that has had trouble getting
itsact together thelast couple of seasons. Thisseason
will probably see more of the same. Most likely done s
after the prelims. =

Boats where art thow?

U-37 Former Beacon Plumbing
Billy & Jane Schumacher, 4 career wins b el :
Seattle, WA e, <8 T CEACON |
Swami Sez;Boa now sitsfor sdeandisinNew : BRI -
York state, or so I’'mtold. The hull would beagood FE== z

runner if thepricewereright.

U-3 Former Master Tire
Ed Cooper ,4 career wins
Evansville, IN

Swami Sez; Doyou think? Probably not.

U-96 Ellstrom & U-787 Boeing
Ellstrom Family
Ballard, WA.

Swami Sez; TheEllstrom’s#0116 Qatar hull could be araceable boat, or the #9516 Boeing hull with the
most recognizable nameworldwideinthissport sitidle. Why Not?




Wild> Card

U-57, FEDCO, Mark Evans 10 career win
EvansBrothers Racing, O career wins jiug

Swami Sez: Ted Porter display hull, Not for Sale!  ##

Yet. But could il race.

Aboveleft isKi ng Neptune Mark DyceRyan Miss
Seafair Jasmine Goodwin, Queen Alcyone Suzanna i : S
Darcy-Hennemann, and Jimmy Shane; Rex of theWorld's Fasteﬂ Raoeboats," and hisson Colton “ Baron of
the Next Generation of Boat Racing.” Mr. Kelly aStarbucksrepresentitive, and Seafair CEO and President,
Beth Knox onthe podium. At right clowns, pirates, and othersat the June 10th Seafair Kick-off. UNJ sKaren
and Bob Senior and Karl Pearson, who took these photos, werethere enjoying thefestivites.

Two unlimited hydroplaneswere on display at theWestlakeMall for the Seafair Kick-Off. Thevintage U-77
MlssV\ahoo and modern Albert Leedi spl ay boat




™= As we head into the first race of the season, majority of the team news is
focused on last minute preparations before hitting the road, converging on
the banks of the Ohio River in Madison over the 4™ of July weekend. A
successful testing session for 3 teams in Tri-Cities (covered in the story in
this issue) and now the breaking news of Detroit being added back into
the 2015 race schedule.

HydroFile U-1Oberto: Alook at

Lon Erickson the 2014 National

Champion hull in the

shop with the U-1 on the nose. ~ Tyler Hanson
photo
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YEARS

TEAM PORTER,

U-5 Team Porter: They announced 10 years of unlimited
hydroplane racing. ~ Porter Racing facebook photo

U-7 Graham Trucking: After the recent Tri-City
testing the U-7 team was on display at Meyers
Auto Tech in Kennewick. ~ Porter Racing
facebook photo

1 U-9 Les Schwab/RedDOT: The U-9 Jones
Racing display hull made the rounds to a local
elementary school and the Maple Valley Days
parade. ~ U-9 Jones Racing facebook photo




gbrl/U-11 Miss Peters & May: Three of the team turbines in the engine shop and wings/fairings in
the paint bay at West Coast Collision Center for the gbrll team. ~ gbr/U-11 facebook photos.
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U-21 Go Fast Turn Left Racing: They are
seeking sponsorship for the 3 races on their
schedule.

U-22 Webster Racing: The final colors and clear
coat finish is done on the U-22 hull, and systems

going in now. ~ Webster Racing facebook photos

U-12 Miss DiJulio/Centurion Racing: Gary

Scott has been named 2015 crew chief for

Centurion Racing. Final hull prep work, hauler
maintenance being completed. ~ Centurion
Racing facebook photos

Media Visibility: Over 24 million web site visits throughout season
Races streamed live via Internet and Cable TV
2 Northwest races broadcast live over TV and Radio
Dominates local sports reporting
“ Customer Interactivity: Display boat available for customer events

Customer conversion programs available

Sponsoring the Go Fast Turn Left Racing Team will energize your brand in its association
with an exciting racing environment. As some of the fastest boats in the world, attention is
paid very closely to the boats in action. Be a part of the boat’s and the team’s visibility by
becoming a sponsor for the 2015 season and rewarding top employees and VIP customers!

Go Fast Turn Left Racing: an affordable and effective sports marketing buy!




alignments being checked on the U-27. Looks
like we are going to be waiting until Madison
to see what final colors appear for the new team. s
~ Wiggins Racing fb photos

U-96 Ellstrom Racing: In a change from recent news, it is now being reported that the Qatar name
is being dropped from the Ellstrom owned hydroplane. For Madison, the name will be the U-96
Ellstrom E-Lam Plus.

U-100 Leland Racing: The crew for Leland Racing is wrapping up their preparations for 2015. The
boat updates are done, the hull is back on the trailer, and a successful trailer firing completed. Below
right,Kevin Eacret, Bob Burks and crew discuss deck hatch repairs on the boat. ~ At left Ben Rice
photo; On right Lon Erickson photo




HOW DO WE START IN 20152 THE USUAL QUESTION!
H1’s Mike Noonan explains the Rules for 2015
Interview by Clint Newman

UNJ: Mike, we' ve been doing thisRulesInterview for many years, and awaysthefirst questionis“What's
thestarting procedure going to be!” Do we haveanew procedurefor 2015?

Noonan: We have no changesto the starting
procedure. It'sthe sameasit wasthe entire
2014 season. You can't leavepitsbeforethe5
minutegun. A minimum speed at al timeswill
be enforced again, starting with the 80 M PH
used last year and it seemed to work on most
courses. No one minute score up buoy, no
having to passthejudges stand at speed. It's
redly justfightingfor lanes. You havetoestablish
your lane at the entrance pin of turn 2, and run
for the start. g
We will attempt to use a GPS measuring |
system, self-contained intheboats, that issetto |
turn on astrobelight if the boat dropsbelow =
theminimum speed, whichisfor nowsetat80
mph. Thiscanbeusedasatool for thereferees. = - o o o
Whenthelightisflashing, therefereecanindicate Cl|nt Newman said this was taken in Madlson a the Thursday night
to the corral to radio the boat to speed up. Party at the Boneyard Grill, owned by Charlie Grooms. Itisawaysa
That's the warning. After theinitial trial in really fun evening, well attended by drivers, owners, crews, officials, and
M adison, thecommitteewill issueaCompetition lots of fans. | wouldn't missit! he says. ~ James Crisp photo
Directivewith terms, conditionsand number of warningsto add thepenalty. Theideaistotry to eliminatethe
guesswork on the 80 mph determination.

UNJ: So, all of the boats are equipped for this?

Noonan: Yes. They didatest at Tri-Cities, andit worked fine. 1t'sjust amatter now of finding astrobelight that
isbright enough, andtoinstall it onthe boat whereit can be seen anywhere on the course by thereferees.

UNJ: Theminimum speed took care of the boats parking to establish alane?

Noonan: Yes, therewasno parking. Therewasalot of legp-frogging. Therewerealot of questionsabout boats
that did leap-frog someone going down the backstretch to move over into lane 1, with the overlap, then had to
dow downto makealegal start. Therewerealot of questions. Wasthe boat really going 80 mph or lessthan 80
mph. Thedebatewas, “What was80 mph?’ It wassuch asubjectivecal. So, that'swhentheideacameupwith
the GPS system that would track the speed and turnon alight.

UNJ: Onthestarting procedure, what isthe overlap rule?
Noonan: Afiveboat overlap beforethe start and seven after the start.

UNJ: Prior to the season, therewastalk of a“no harm, nofoul” approach to rulemaking. What has been done
toreflect that?

Noonan: Nothing haschanged intherules. It'smore of aninterpretation, how the rules are applied by the
officials. Itisuptothe Chief Refereeto determinewhether therewasan infraction or not. Theinfractionsweren't



removed, thelane changes, distances, none of the physical requirementsof racing wereremoved. That being said,
therefereeshave been encouraged to be certain that acall must be clear, convincing, and of substance. If they are
not, the call should not be made. It wasn’t opened up to just do what you want to do, and if you don’t hurt
somebody, do whatever you want.

UNJ: You haveanew right-of way rule. ..

Noonan: Thisisarulethat wasin effect yearsago and later removed. The Competition Committee recommended
toputit back in. It hasto dowith coming out of theinfield. If you areon the courseand running in an established
lane, you haveright of way over anybody coming out of theinfield. Sinceyoudon’t haveto passtheexit pin of
Turn 1, theoretically, you could just come out of theinfield and pull infront of thefield and establishlane 1. The
fedingwasthat you can’t comeout of theinfield infront of somebody and takeaway their lane. Theonly way you
can dothat usto run past two straightaway buoysinthat lane. So, until you have passed two straightaway buoys,
that boat you have moved over can come around you and come back to the inside lane without an overlap.
Theoretically, you have noright to bethereinthefirst place.

That rulewasin thebook, and was used alot in the Kropfeld and Hanauer days of cutting through theinfield
andtryingto getinfront of thefield for lane 1.

UNJ: Itwasannounced early on the power plantswould not berestricted inthefuture. The T-55, the T-53, and
V-12 aircraft engines are specifically mentioned in the Rule Book. What about other power plantsthat may be
new to the sport?

Noonan: It'seasy to say that you can bring whatever you want, and then show up with a30 foot boat with an
outboard motor ontheback. All that would doisdetract from theshow. Thenew rulereads. Requestsfor use of
power plantsnot specifically referenced inthe current Rulebook shall be submitted to the Competition Committee
for evaluation and approval based on sustainability, reliability, and performancecriteria. Themotor hasto havea
reasonable chance of competing. If it'ssomething brand new, the existing Ruletalks about automotive power
plants, reciprocating power plantsbeing brought in, acertain number built for production, aminimum of 100, that
wastrying to eliminate ahand-made engine, one of akind that nobody elsecanget. That wasinthe Rule Book to
allow peopleto bring experimenta power plantsin. Again, they haveto provethe engine hasbeentest-run, that if
it breaks, there is a spare and spare parts. You wouldn’t want to get 10 boats to arace site, 4 with a new
experimenta powerplant (one of akind), and thenwhenit breaks, they are out of therace. Theruleisto protect
thecompetitionlevel. But, wewant to allow innovation without someone having to build 100 production motors.

UNJ: Aretheresomenew power plantsin development right now?

Noonan: Yes, several. Thereareseveral in development, and severa existing, along thelinesof the offshore
power plant. That'sbeen mentioned alot. Thesearelarge, reciprocating enginesthat arenot built for theautomotive
world; they arebuilt specificaly for racing. They arelimited production, and areexpensive. But, they did not meet
theorigina criteriaof aproduction automotive powerplant.

UNJ: Mike, | don’t understand thenew N2 datarule.

Noonan: ThisisaCompetition Directivethat wasissued last year that we put inthe RuleBook. Prior tothisrule,
inqualifying runs, if you had an N2 violation, an engine output rpm greater than 110% for morethan 3.0 seconds,
your entirequalification attempt wasthrown out. That caused teamsto comeback in, make changes, and go back
out to qualify. Welooked at it and saw that when you are actually racing, you are allowed two overages(called

occurrences), and that’sjust afine. Why didn’t that apply to qudification aswell? So now, you are allowed two
overagesfor each qualification attempt. If you havethree, thetimeisautomatically thrown out, just likeit would
have been before.

UNJ: I noticed arule about smoothing fuel data. What isthat all about?



Noonan: The Racepak dataloggersrecord thefuel flow and they display the output on agraph. 1t lookslikea
sawtooth. Therulesaysteamsareresponsiblefor maintainingthefuel flow “at or below” the maximum fuel flow of
4.10gpm. Over theyearssometeamshavefigured how torunat or “above’ thelimit and till belegal. A function
of the Datalink program allowslevelsof smoothing that, inlayman’sterms, throws out the high and low spikes.
With someof thelow spikesignored, the datashowshigh, or over thelimit. Theintentisto maketheflow average
onthe4.10line, not over it.

UNJ: Oneof thebig concernsfor yearshasbeen calling awinner of thefina heat before thefansgo home and
they don’t know who thewinner really is. What progress have you made on thisfront?

Noonan: Therearenochangesintherules. We'll runthesameway wedidin 2014. All decisonson courserule
violationsareto be made and finalized beforethe next set of heats. Thedecision ontheFina Heat shal bemade
within 30 minutesof thefinish. Therule did not change. However, theracewinner will bedetermined asquickly
aspossible. TheChairman hasinstructed the refereesto makeadecisionin 15 minutesor less, unlessthereare
extenuating circumstanceslike getting avideo from ahelicopter tothe Chief Refereeduetologistical problems. It
isamatter of trying to get better information and better communi cationsbetween the officialsand the Chief Referee
to makethat decison. None of that appliestotechnical violations. That can still come after thefact. Technical
violationscan still be called any timeafter the event.

UNJ: There hasbeen sometak about having moretransparency. Last year, arulewasput in placethat said that
the start/finish linevideoswould be shown to the Driver’s Representative and the Driver’ sRepresentative only.
Doesthat ill stand?

Noonan: Yes, that till stands.

UNJ: What about new Rulesrelating to safety?

Noonan: Thefirst dealswiththe brackets used to mount the skid fin. They wererequired to beremoved oncea
year and tested. Wefound that once you have removed them once and tested them, subsequent removal has not
found any damage. The committee agreed that removing them annually wasalot of extrawork that did not yield
anything new. So now, they haveto beremoved every two yearsand have sent out to test for cracks.

When weta k about more and more new engines, including automotive reciprocating engines, just like other
motorsportsus ng them, you havethefly wheel which hasthe potentia to become shrapnel whenit comesapart at
highrpms. Fy whedls, blowers, thosethingswill have safety straps, shields, guards, containment blanketslikethey
haveintractor pullers, race cars, dragsters, etc.. Sincewedon’'t have anissueright now with aparticular motor,
wewant whoever isbringing apowerplant in to know that they haveto havethe proper containment.

UNJ: Thinking about safety, whoisin chargeof theH1 rescuedivers? Dothey get special training, andisthere
continuity from raceto race?

Noonan: DennisOlsenisour Director of Rescue. He hasateam of three diversthat herotatesthroughout the
season. Heand two othersare at every race. Local racesiteshavetheir diverswho do their own training programs.
Local groupshavedoneit for years. Together, theteamsusually meet on aThursday, and go over their plans.
Dennishasastandard operating procedurethat isissued to al racesites. Evenwhenwehavenew sites, like Coeur
d Alene, Idaho, they brought in the Tri-Citiesrescue group to help out.

UNJ: Thereisanew rulethat waysqualification heatsareto be determined by blind draw.

Noonan: Thisinvolvesthetwo boat owner rule. Theold rulessaidthat if one owner hastwo boats, thefirst one
drawn went into that heat, and the second one automatically went into the other heat. That wasremoved thisyear.
The Competition Committeefelt that it wasunfair to the other teamsthat only had oneboat. That rulegaveone
owner potentially two first place victories, almost aguarantee of 400 pointsin that round of heatswhen you
separated thetwo boats. Why shouldn’t they compete with each other like everybody else? Now, thereisno
preference asto what heat aboat isin, regardlessof ownership. Itistheluck of thedraw.



UNJ: Whenwetalked last year, weta ked about the possible uses of dronesin officiating, and getting into more
useof GPStechnology. Hasprogressbeen madeinthisarea?

Noonan: | havealready discussed the use of GPStechnol ogy with respect to the minimum speed indication.
Dronescontinueto evolve. Thereare proposalsonthetablefor using dronesto replace helicopters. Thereare
issuesrelatingto FAA clearances. Lotsof our big raceshaveair shows. Therearerulesand regulationsplusthe
cost. Itisn't afreebie; youdon't just throw away the cost of the helicopter, you haveto offset that with time, travel,
personndl, and rental feesfor UAV's. It'sdtill beinglooked a. There’'sagood possibility that wemay find funding
to do one or two droneswith over theair, live video feeds back to thejudges’ stand. If we can get that, callscan
be made by watching amonitor, rather than beingin ahelicopter and relaying it back down. That’sthe ultimategoa
wearelookingfor. Theideal situation would beto have adrone parked over each turn with live video, remote
controlled cameras, and monitorsinfront of the officias, like NASCAR officiassitting in thebig truck watching
everything unfold infront of themon TV monitors. It'snot freeand not cheap, but weareworking onit.

UNJ: H1Ruleschangesarerecommended by the Competition Committee, then submitted to theH1 Board of
Directorsfor approval or modification. Whoison the Competition Committee?

Noonan: Ted Porter isthe Chairman. Other members are Jim Harvey, Charlie Grooms, Scott Raney, Jeff
Campbd|, MikeHanson, and myself.

UNJ: Last year youtold usthat H1 wastrying to devel op new refereesfor the sport. Hasthisbeen successful ?

Noonan: Yes. Chief Referee Brian Hajny has put together adiverseteam of officias. Theideathat Steve (David)
hasisto usealot of APBA experienced officialsand use them moreregionally than we used to do. Thiswould
eliminatealot of travel, airfares, and extradayson site. At least Six new peoplewill be used thisyear who have
doneitinthepast or have previousofficiating experience.

UNJ: Thanks, Mike! Hopefully, we'll do thisinterview again next year!
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Aboveleft H1 official MikeNoonan. ~ Karl Pearson photo; At right our reporter andfriend Clint NaNman Lon
Erickson photo




Tei-Cities M3y 29 test
on the Golumbia River

L ots of spectators (an estimated 1,000 fans), werein Lampson Park Friday
towatch theH1 Unlimitedsfirst test runsof the 2015 season at ColumbiaPark in
Kennewick. Therewas beautiful weather and smooth water. Three unlimited
teams and four driversparticipatedin thefirst test session of the season. TheU-7
Graham Trucking team, U-9 Les Schwab /Red Dot team, and the U-96 Ellstrom
team. Therewas also one Grand Prix in the pits, the GP-74 Premonition. But gy
sadly, thingsdidn't gowell for them. Whenthe cranetried tolift theboat off its ™
trailer, theleft sponson cracked. The boatsontilt above. ~Karl Pearson photos |
Surprisingly all threeteam’ selected to run on alessthan amileracecourse !
instead of preparing for the HAPO’s Gold Cup 2-1/2 mile course. '
Jay Leckrone and U-12 Centurion Racing were scheduled to bein Tri-Cities,
but late Thursday theteam cancelled thetrip becauseelectrical issues. Theirdriver S -
Patrick Sankuer Jr. wasin Lampson Park for thetest though. Hehad never been ; :
here before and wanted to seewhat it waslike. He wasimpressed. .‘ '
Oberto’ssponsor Larry Oberto wasalso in ColumbiaPark and watched the -
actioninthepits, even though histeam wasn’t on hand. Steve Montgomery was
hereto watch the action too.L arry Oberto at right. ~ Karl Pearson photo




Ted Porter had doubtsat first, hauling hisU-7 boat aII thewayfrom Indianato the Northwest for thistest , but
achancetotest runtheU-7wheretheHAPO :
Gold Cup wastoo hard to pass up.

He said they used alot of the West Coast
crew, and it'sworked out great for them. He E
also wanted to get his new driver, Jesse = g
Robertson, who replaced Cal Phipps (Phipps
moved over todrivefor CharlieWiggins U-27),
somesedt timeintheboat. They dsotriedout a
couple of different turbine packages and
different gear ratios.

Jesse Robertson has driven the U-57 for
Mark Evansand the U-12 MissDiJuliothe past
few seasons. Robertson said the U-7 waslike
night and day comparedtothetwo other boats.

J Micheel Kelly firstdrovetheU-7 Graham  From Ieft to right areJ Mlchael KeIIy, Jesse Robrtson, Jean Theoret,
Trucking Il making surethe systemsworked and Scott Liddycoat. ~ Karl Pearson photo
before Jesse Robertson climbed in the cockpit. J. michael Kelly’sU-5 Graham Trucking isback intheshopin
Indiana, and he said hisboat wasin great shape and ready to race.

J. Michael Kelly logged seven lapsbeforethe shaft |og broke putting the boat on the beach at theend of the day.
Bdow leftthefirgt runof GrahamTrucking 1. Atright, the U-7 returnstothepit in later run. ~ Lon Erickson photos

Crew chief MikeHanson and U-96 team werein the Lampson pits. Erick Ellstrom’sfather, Sven Ellstrom, was
ill and both stayed in Sesttle. After |ast year, finishing anew boat, then crashing in Seettle, set them way back and
they want to be better prepared this season. Mike Hanson spent the winter revamping the boat.

Their driver, Jean Theoret, said he felt comfortablein the boat. The test run went very well according to
Theoret. He said he had been waiting for agood opportunity to race again. The opportunity to work with Erick
Ellstrom and Mike Hanson wastoo good for himto passup. He came back |ast season after 5 yearsto replacean
injured Kip Brown and drivethe U-96 Qatar at Dohafor Erick Ellstrom. Beforethat, hislast unlimited ridewas
inBilly Schumacher’sU-37in 2009.

TheU-96, still named Qatar, finished running around 2:30 pm. Jean Theoret said they tried two out different
skidfins, anew ‘ pit man’ on the rudder, and made some smaller changes.

Mike Hanson and Jean Theoret confirmed, that even though the Doharace hasbeen canceled, theteam still
will be be sponsored by the shelk thisyeasr, Well it seemsthat things have changed, see Hydrofile.

Scott Liddycoat stepped in this season to drivethe U-9 for Mike and Lori Jones, replacing Jon Zimmerman
who wanted to spend more time with hisfamily. I1t’s good to see him back in the cockpit. In the off season
Liddycoat drivesaMonster Truck.



Aboveleft, Jean Theoret and the U-96 Qatar onfirst run. ~ Karl Pearson photo; At right the -96 onfinal run of

theday. ~ Lon Erickson photo
It has been afew seasons since Scott Liddycoat hashad afull-timeride, but hefeelstheU-9isagreat fit for

him. Liddycoat wasin the 2012 88 Degree Men, 2011 U-7 Valken.com, and in the U-21 Beacon Plumbing at
San Diegoin 2014. He said thisboat isthe nicest one so far. Crew chief Jeff Campbell and hisbrother Mike, and
the crew had the boat ready aweek beforethetest. When he got to the shop, everything wasready to go.

TheU-9ranthemost |apsand they a so had themost driversin theboat. L ori and Mike Jonesallowed long-
time crew membersMike and Jeff Campbel | drivetheboat for severa 1aps. Jeff went out first and ran very good
speed laps. They had ahard time getting him of f the course. Mike had alittletrouble getting the engine going, but
finaly got it up on planearan somefast laps. He a so parked the boat ¢l oser to thedock better than hisbrother did
according tothecrew. Below eft, thefirst run for Scott Liddycoat and the U-9 Les Schwab/Red Dot. At right the
U-9 headsout on the Columbiariver inalater run. ~ Lon Erickson pohotos

The highlight of their test session was towards the end of the day when
former U-10 Smokin’ Joe'sdriver Mark Tate'sson, Andrew Tate (25 years
old), climbed into the cockpit of the U-9 and ran somelaps. Heisthethird
generation of thefamily of hydro drivers. He was pleased with hisruns
saying, “It'sdefinitely athrill. Andrew Tateat right. ~ Chris Dend ow photo




S

thee Playens st Tri-Qitics

Crew chief Jeff Campbell at left
and Mike Campbd | (props,wings,
and deck), onright. Bothdrovethe
U-9 Les Schwab/Red Dot severa
lapsonthe ColumbiaRiver. ~Karl
Pearson & L on Erickson photos

At right is Patrick Sankuer Jr. U-12
Centurion Racing team driver washere
to seewhat theRiver looked likeand
was pleased with the setup. Our Web
Madter Lon Ericksonhadalongtalk with
him.~ChrisDend ow photo Below left =
are Lori and Mike Jones, owners of &
the U-9 Les Schwab/Red Dot. ~Karl
Pearson pnoto

= Below is Steve Montgomery and
* U-9 crewman Mike Campbell.
-~ Karl Pearson photo




The Cup is Half Full, Not Half Empty

The 2015 season will havefiveracesand it appearstheteamswill bewell prepared.
H1 has emphasi zed that teams need to show up ready to raceand, infact, prize
money pay-outsreinforce the notion that those ready to racewill berewarded. The
UNJ hearsthat H1 iscommitted to more transparency and working to provide

support so many race calls can be made on hard evidence.

Jduly 3-5istheMadison, IndianaRegattaand pretty much thewholefleet of unlimited hydroplanesare expected.
Evidently, the U-21 Go-Fast Turn L eft/L akeridge Paving boat will not berepairedintimefor therace. Whilethere
isnot atitle sponsor for therace, many local businesses have stepped forward to support therace. The Grand-
Prix boatswill be part of theevent. Master UNJ statistician, Allen Stiles, will writetheracereport for the UNJ.

July 24-26isthe Gold Cup andit will bein Tri-Cities, Wash. Event director, Kathy Powell, and theentire Tri-
City Water Folliesare excited and proud to host the HAPO Gold Cup asthey celebrate the 50th anniversary of
racingintheTri-Cites. TheJuneissueof Alaska Beyond, theAlaskanAirlinesmagazine, evenincludesashort race
blurpand hydro picture. TheGrand Prix classwill lsorace. Theair show will bequiterobust with the Patriots Jet
Team anchoring the show. For thosethat have not made hotel reservations, visittri-cities.com can be helpful in
locating rooms. Photographer and writer Bill Osborne will pen the race report for the UNJ; Osborne has
atended every single Tri-City race!

July 31-Aug. 2istheAlbert Lee Cupin Sesttle, Wash. Albert LeeAppliance hasbeen thetitle sponsor for the
unlimited racefor many years. The Grand Prix boatswill race and Graham Trucking isthetitle sponsor for the
USF1race. TheBlueAngleswill highlight theair show and Boeingistheir title sponsor. Longtimeracereporter,
BenKdler, will writethe story for the UNJ.

Aug. 22-23istheUAW-GM/Detroit Riverfront Eventsracein Detroit. Perhapsthesignature H1 accomplishment
for the 2015 season wasto hel p put together aDetroit race after the Detroit River RegattaAssociation (DRRA)
folded. Thisevent wasjust announced asthe UNJwasgoing to final editing, but rest assured, the UNJ will cover
therace.

Sept. 18-20will bethe San Diego Bayfair race. At least 8 unlimited boats are expected to race. Asaways,
therewill be plenty of other classesracing including the Grand Prix boatsand drag boats. RV spaceisavailable
and can be purchased viathe San Diego Bayfair website. Expert reporter, Mac Clouse, will writethe UNJ race
report.

Dueto palitica change, unlimited and other powerboat eventswere canceledin Qatar. Whiledisappointed that
theracewill not continue, we should think about how this event hasimpacted our sport and our thinking. The
Qatar raceliterally opened up anew world to our raceteamsand their familiesand friends. They learned about a
different culture and the race hel ped break downwallsof division and promoted bridgesamong people. Unlimited
racing, unknown inthat part of theworld, wasgiven publicity inthe Middle East. And running the Qatar name on
oneof thefastest boatsinthefleet has hel ped devel op fansand, yep, there areAmericansrooting for the Spirit of
Qatar sponsored boat. Likely, the Qatar race brought Petersand May into hydroplane sponsorship. Andfinaly,
during theeconomic dump, themoney H1 and teamsrecei ved fromracing in Qatar hel ped keep the seriestogether.

Therewas some disappoi ntment in devel oping the domestic schedulethisyear. The new group organizing the
Coeur d’ Alene, |daho race decided they needed another year to pull off asuccessful race. Exhibitionsin Evansville,
Indianaand Owensboro, Kentucky will not happen. And the drought continuesin Calif. and Folsom Lake, near
Sacramento, isamere shadow of itself and cannot support arace. Thegood newsisthat likely most or dl of these

venuescould beheldin 2016.

Around the
Circuit
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