SPECIAL MEETING

January 20, 2021
Aurora, MN
A Special Meeting of the Town of White Board of Supervisors was called to order by Chairman Jon Skelton on Wednesday, January 20, 2021 at 4:30 P.M. at the City/Town Center held via Zoom:
ROLL CALL:
Present:  
Supervisors - Anttila, Skelton, Kippley (Zoom); Clerk-Knaus; Treasurer-Gross; Foreman-Niemi; Attorney – Michael Couri (Zoom); 
             Absent:             
The Board met with Attorney Couri regarding the East Range Joint Water Project and discussed ownership and how important it is to the Township users.  Without ownership, the City could impose rates out of our control and we would be subsidizing the City.  Couri explained urban powers and how annexation works within the law and how it has evolved over the years.  Couri explained how Townships have incorporated into Cities and the requirements of growth pertain to being urban vs. suburban.  Couri referred to MN Statute 444.075 regarding how users pay for services and how the rates established must be affordable for users.  If the project financing and rate establishment is done correctly, there should be no impact on the City or Township general operating funds.  The established enterprise funds will and should pay for the project.  Couri recommends not assessing Scenic Acres residents, but instead charging an access charge.  Refer to MN Statutes Chapter 429.   Together we are stronger in this project.  Couri recommends the assets owned by each party remain with each party.  The maintenance of the water tower would become a part of the new project.  Regarding how a Joint Powers Board sets rates, refer to MN Statute 471.59.  He recommended we author a bill to get the bonding language changed now to get on the schedule for a hearing in February.  Skelton directed Knaus to notify legislators regarding the extension of accessing the bill beyond 2022.  Budget impacts to the Township were discussed if the lawsuit is lost and it was discussed we need to address the loss of a water/wastewater license by July of 2022.  Couri left the meeting at 5:43 p.m.
The Board reviewed the LRIP application and grant information and Resolution 2021-001 Authorizing which is due to St. Louis County February 3, 2021:  

RESOLUTION 2021-001 AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF WHITE TO MAKE APPLICATION TO AND ACCEPT FUNDS FROM THE MN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION LOCAL ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
WHEREAS, the appointing authority approves of the attached application for the Trigstad Road Rehabilitation Project; and

WHEREAS, the appointing authority has the support of St. Louis County and is working cooperatively with representatives of St. Louis County serving as our sponsors for this project; and 

WHEREAS, the appointing authority acknowledges all residents, local businesses, and patrons using Trigstad Road will be benefited by this rehabilitation project; and 

WHEREAS, the authorizing authority hereby agrees to accept funding for the underlying project if approved by the MN Department of Transportation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the authorizing authority of the Town of White Board of Supervisors, Aurora, Minnesota does hereby adopt this resolution.

IT WAS MOVED BY ANTTILA, SUPPORTED BY SKELTON APPROVING RESOLUTION 2021-001 AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF WHITE TO MAKE APPLICATION TO AND ACCEPT FUNDS FROM THE MN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION LOCAL ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM.  AYES 3, NAYES 0; MOTION CARRIED
The Board reviewed the cash control reports from year-end 2019 compared to year-end 2020 in preparation for the Board of Audit meeting in February.  Kippley would like overtime hours watched as he feels this could be reduced.  
IT WAS MOVED BY ANTTILA, SUPPORTED BY KIPPLEY TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 6:03 P.M.  AYES 3, NAYES 0; MOTION CARRIED
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED: 

______________________________________ 
____________________________________ 

Jodi L. Knaus, Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Jon Skelton, Chairman 

