Calendar At A Glance
Sundays, Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Worship Services
8:30 & 11:00 am
Communion & Anointing - Oct. 2
Sunday School - 9:45 am
Prayer Group
Wednesday Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26
6:15 pm
Faith Builders Class
Tuesday, Oct. 4, 11, 18, 25,
7:00 pm
Men’s Open Bible Study
Wednesday, Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26
6:00 am
Pastor’s Bible Study
Monday, Oct. 3, 10, 17
7:00 pm
Praise Choir Practice
Thursday, Oct. 6,13,20,27
7:00 pm
Chancel Choir & Bell Choir Practice
Thursday, Oct. 6,13,20,27
7:00 pm & 8:00 pm
Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday, Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26
9:30 am
New Members Class
Tuesday, Oct. 4,11,18
Exercise Class - 11:30 am
Wednesday, Oct. 5,12,19,26
Thursday, 6:30 pm - Oct. 6,13,20,27
Meetings
Evangelism
Wednesday, Oct. 12
7:00 pm
SPRC - Wednesday, Oct, 5
6:30 pm
Trustees - Thursday, Oct. 13
6:30 pm
Church Council - Wednesday,
Oct. 19, 7:00 pm
Clergy Support Group - Thursday,
Oct. 13, 9:00 am
Missions - Tuesday, Oct. 4
7:00 pm
Epilogue - Wednesday, Oct.19
12:00 noon
Fall Book Sale:
Friday, Sept. Oct. 7
Noon to 8 pm
Saturday, October 8
8:00 am to 2:00 pm
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Lakewood United Methodist Church

October 2016

Are You Ready to Vote?
I know its only October, but NOW is the time to think about
the November elections. First, are you registered to vote?
If not, and you will be at least 18 by November 8 th, you can
register for this election until October 11th. To register or to
make changes to your name or address, you must complete
a voter registration form which can be obtained:
- at a library, voter registration office,
State Representative Office or State store;
- emailing voterreg@eriecountygov.org; or by calling
(814) 451-6275.
Are you going to be out of town on Tuesday, November 8 th?
If so, or if you are unable to get to your polling place, you
can apply for an absentee ballot thru October 31 st. You
have until midnight Thursday, November 3rd to return your
absentee ballot to the county board of elections so your vote
will count.
If you have a disability and will require assistance to vote,
there are several options available to you. Check with the
Board of Elections at the above number about this.
Now that you’re registered, be sure to vote.
Some of you may be asking why I am writing this. What
about the separation of church and state? Well, that means
no union of the two, but allows interaction. The government
should not try to control the church nor the church to dominate the government. However, discussing one within the
other, is permissible.
United Methodists have a long history of being involved in
peoples’ lives, including their political or social struggles,
from local issues to international ones. Information about
this can be found in the “Social Principles” section of the
UMC Book of Discipline. (available in the church office or
online) Here are a few excerpts for your consideration:
“While our allegiance to God takes precedence over our allegiance to any state, we acknowledge the vital function of
government as a principal vehicle for the ordering of society.”
“We hold governments responsible for the protection of the
rights of the people to free and fair elections and to other
freedoms, including… The form and the leaders of all governments should be determined by exercise of the right to
vote guaranteed to all adult citizens.”
(Continued on page 3)
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PASTOR’S PAGE
Autopsy of a Deceased Church
Rev. Lewis will be offering a discussion group for persons who have
read the book by Thom Rainer. The subtitle gives away the author’s intent: “12 Ways to Keep Yours Alive.” People who have read it have been
stirred. While they love Lakewood UMC, they see warning signs. Extra
copies have been purchased and are available in the narthex. Discussion group will meet Monday nights, October 31st to November 21st.

New Members Class
Rev. Lewis will be offering a class for anyone interested in exploring
the Christian faith through the United Methodist tradition, while considering joining this local church, is invited. Beginning Tuesday night
at 7pm in the library with the session entitled “What Does it Mean to
be a United Methodist?” We will be using James Harnish’s book entitle “A Disciple’s Path.” For persons who complete the class and decide they are ready to join Lakewood UMC, new members will be received on Sunday, November 27th, or a Sunday that fits your calendar.

Installation of the New Bishop:
Saturday, October 22nd, 2:00 PM at Butler
First UMC, 1802 N. Main Street, Butler, PA.
All are invited.

Attendance
The average worship attendance during the first two weeks
of September was 182.5. The
average worship attendance
year-to-date is 162.

Holy Communion: Holy Communion: Holy Communion will be celebrated on October 2nd. We
will receive the sacrament in the pew.
Prayer and Anointing: will be offered on October 2nd. After both services, we will have a brief
prayer and healing service for anyone desiring prayers and anointing for themselves or for others.
PROGRESS IN CONNELLSVILLE

Clean-up and preparations to rebuild are moving forward in areas affected by recent flooding in the
Connellsville area. Not everyone is able to go there to help but can give monetary donations to
WPA Disaster Response (Advance Special #DR0000911). Many who had insurance are not getting coverage because the damage was due to runoff water, drain back-up, or storm debris and not
the floodwater itself.
LOCAL MINISTRY NEEDS – The Refuge is seeking donations of new or gently-used plastic or metal

toddler beds with mattresses. Shelter staff are also looking for adult Christian movies on DVD,
such as Fireproof, God’s Not Dead, and others that can be used to develop Bible studies and outreach. Donations can be dropped off directly to the shelter at 1027 E. 26 th St., Erie.

2

(Continued from page 1)

The strength of a political system depends upon the full and willing participation of its citizens. The
church should continually exert a strong ethical influence upon the state, supporting policies and
programs deemed to be just and opposing those that are unjust.”
People who vote do make a difference. I urge you to vote on election day and to encourage your
family and friends to do so also.
“Apathy is a dangerous habit, and history is its greatest testimony.”
From Shalva Gozland in “Political Incorrectness” published in the Huffington Post, Feb. 19, 2016 .
Suzie Rosendahl

College Addresses needed.
If you have a college student, please forward his/her name and address information to the church
office or to mspicher@roadrunner.com. Faith Circle would like to continue this ministry to our stuThe Cub Scouts are starting off on a new year of Scouting. If you have a son,
nephew, grandson or neighbor in Kindergarten to fifth grade let them know that
we have an exciting year planned for the Pack. The Boy Scout Troop is also looking for new recruits in the 6th grade or higher. Look for Scouts in your neighborhood selling popcorn and help support them in their Scouting adventures !

Several children found a dead robin. Feeling that a proper burial should be performed, they secured a small box and some cotton batting, dug a hole in the back yard, and made ready to dispose
of the deceased. The minister's 5-year-old son was chosen to say the prayer. And so with great
dignity, he intoned, "Glory be to the Father...and unto the Son...and into the hole he goes."
If you are admitted to UPMC/Hamot or Saint Vincent/Allegheny hospital or any other hospital, tell
the admitting clerk you are a member of Lakewood UMC. Every day, the receptionist, lay visitor or
pastor contacts the hospitals to see if any of our members are in the hospital so that either the pastor or lay visitor can stop in to see you. As a back up, call or have a family member call the church
office to report your admission.
Lakewood Capital Campaign

Living
IN FAITH
Building
OUR FUTURE

The Capital Campaign Committee has been working on
plans to introduce its capital campaign in coming weeks.
Working with the Board of Trustees who have identified
numerous Lakewood needs, the committee has developed a program to pay for those needs. The congregation will hear about
several structural projects and the importance of addressing them
now. We will also hear about projects that plan for Lakewood's
future.
Much is planned.
Soon you will be introduced to
myLakewood, the name of our capital campaign. The committee
asks for your prayers, involvement and commitment.

Lakewood's future is bright!
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EPILOGUE GROUP MEETS AT VENANGO
On Wednesday, October 19, 2016 the Lakewood Epilogue Group, for widows and widowers, will
meet for lunch at the Venango Valley Inn and Golf Course, Route 19, Venango, PA at 12 noon.
Those who wish to carpool should meet at Church. We will leave by 11:30 a.m. All widowed persons are invited to join us for fellowship, sharing and laughter. See Karen Mencer or call her at 864
-1683 or 573-356-8827 by Sunday, October 16, 2016. Reservations are a must.
Prayer Chain:
If you wish to have the prayer chain pray for someone, contact Patty Lasher at 833-0946 or sproutness@yahoo.com.

Please Sign the Pew Pads.
It Helps the Pastor in His Ministry.

A brief orientation and food safety meeting will be held after
each worship service on Sunday, September 25.
plan to attend!

Please

“I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.” Matthew 25:35
Thanks to all who have signed up to help with our TRACY BACKPACK ministry. If you are not able
to help pack bags on your assigned date, please let your team leader know. If you are a driver,
please let Maria Spicher know.
DATE

PICKUP DRIVER

PACKING TEAM

Oct. 5/6

Rich Estes
10:30am
Roger Pike
10:30am
John Kot
10:30am
Maria Spicher
10:30am

Rich Estes
6:30 pm
Sharon Pike
12:30pm
Kathy Fisher
6:30pm
Sandi Hess
11:30am

Oct. 12/13
Oct. 19/20
Oct. 26/27

DELIVERY DRIVER
John Kot
10:00am
Sam Hasley
10:00am
Nancy Pence/Becky Schmidt
10:00am
Jim Kell/Jerry Rhone
10:00am

EXERCISE (and LIKE IT!!)
Come join us for our Christian Inspired workout session on Wednesdays @
11:30am (new day and time), and Thursday evenings @ 6:30pm in Fellowship
Hall. It's a faith centered, energizing workout that will leave you feeling revitalized every day, inside and out!
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LUMC Health Ministry Team is looking for drivers to help with
transportation needs for some of our members. If you could drive
someone to a medical appointment, church service or grocery
store, please contact Maria Spicher at 833-8237 or mspicher@roadrunner.com

Why should you get vaccinated against the flu?
Influenza is a serious disease that can lead to hospitalization and sometimes death. Every
flu season is different, and influenza infection can affect people differently. Healthy people
can get very sick from the flu and spread it to others.
Between 1976 and 2007,estimates of flu-associated deaths in the United States range from
a low of 3,000 to a high of 49,000 people. Between 80% -90% of flu related deaths have
occurred in people 65 years and older.
"Flu season" can begin as early as October and last as late as May. An annual seasonal flu
vaccine is the best way to reduce the chances that you will get seasonal flu and spread it to
others. When more people get vaccinated against the flu, less flu can spread through that
community.

Mental Illness and Faith Communities
The magnitude of mental illness in this country is staggering. According to the Surgeon
General, one in every five Americans experiences a mental disorder in any given year and
half of all Americans have such disorders at some time in their lives.
These illnesses of the brain affect all of us, regardless of age, gender, economic status, or
ethnicity. Nearly every person sitting in the pews has been touched in some way by mental
illness.
Mental Health Ministries is an interfaith web based ministry to provide educational resources to help erase the stigma of mental illness in our faith communities. Our mission is
to help faith communities be caring congregations for people living with a mental illness and
those who love and care for them.
http://www.mentalhealthministries.net/
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Rae Lynn Belknap
Bonnie Heiges
Lisa Medina
Douglas Rowley
Kim Bowers
Charles Gierach
Danielle Bennett
Alexis Wisniewski
John, Roemer Jr.
Matthew Houston
Cassie Nagle
Gerald Ellsworth
Stan Green Jr.
James Light III
Nancy Briggs
Violet Sidman
John Kot
Cindy Swearingen
Daniel Brown
Eileen Godfrey
Russell Lasher
Ashley Hartmann
Aaron Patterson
Alyssa Dunmire
Patricia Flick
Max Rehder
Christian Olson
Dominic Hoffer
Gerald Repman
William Smith
David Garnon
Jeffrey Stoll
Amanda Conway
Michael Conway
Berry Day
Susan Hoffer
Alana Reinke

2-Oct
2-Oct
2-Oct
3-Oct
4-Oct
5-Oct
6-Oct
7-Oct
8-Oct
9-Oct
9-Oct
10-Oct
10-Oct
10-Oct
13-Oct
14-Oct
16-Oct
17-Oct
18-Oct
18-Oct
18-Oct
20-Oct
20-Oct
21-Oct
22-Oct
22-Oct
23-Oct
24-Oct
24-Oct
25-Oct
28-Oct
29-Oct
31-Oct
31-Oct
31-Oct
31-Oct
31-Oct

SERMONS ON LINE
If you missed a Sunday Worship Service, Pastor Bob’s sermons are posted on our web site (www.lakewooderie.org).
Go to the home page and click on the “About” button and a
menu will drop down. Locate the link “Sermons” and click
on it and a list of sermons will show up. Find the Sunday
date or the sermon title you are interested in, click on it and
the sermon will appear. You can read it on line or print it
out if you still enjoy holding paper in your hand when you
read, or if you’d like to share it with someone else. God
bless!
September 4 -“Your Work Matters”
September 11- “Making Sense of the Old Testament ”
September 18 - “The New Testament in Fifteen Minutes”
September 25 - “Is the Bible Inspired?”

Prayer Group
Prayer Group: Lisa Medina is offering leadership for a
group of people dedicated to prayer.
They meet on
Wednesday evenings at 6:15 in the Prayer Chapel, accessed from the front of the Sanctuary through the double
doors on the right. All are welcome, even if you haven’t
been there before.

Last Week’s Answer
Do you know this person?
This person is a long-term member of LUMC and
has led an interesting life. One of his hobbies is
genealogy, and he has traced his family back to the
revolutionary days and his wife’s family back to before they came to the United States. He is the Financial Officer for the Civil Air Patrol, which is responsible for searching for downed planes using
specialized equipment that responds to signals
from the plane. The CAP were the first persons to
get into the air after 9/11, taking pictures of the devastation. He has traveled a lot and his favorite
places to visit are Alaska and the Panama Canal.
He is Grandpa to 6 grandkids.
Ans: Roy Blair
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Attention ALL BOOK LOVERS!
Lakewood is having it’s annual BOOK SALE on Friday October 7 from noon to 8pm and Saturday from 8am-2pm. All proceeds support mission and outreach projects. Book donations will
be accepted until the time of the sale. (NO encyclopedias or magazines!) Call the church office
if you have any questions. 814-833-4131
Invite your friends and neighbors to attend.
Come, browse and find lots of great books for folks of all ages!

Dear Youth Group Member and Parent(s)/Guardian(s):
I cannot express how excited I am to be here, not only as fellow humble servant of our Lord,
but as a friend and the new Youth Leader. I know everyone is wondering who I am and what
I’m all about.
Gosh, it’s hard to know where to start. I gave the kids a little background of myself last Sunday, so I’m sorry to repeat anything you have already heard. I am a mother of 9 children; 5 of
which are step-children, but I don’t really like that word “step”. My oldest (Eugene) is a Marine
and he lives in California. I miss him so much it physically hurts sometimes. He has been
away for over two years now… feels like an eternity. My youngest is 15 (Blaine) and he and
his brother (Christian) moved in with their father over a year ago. My daughter (Miranda),
who is 19, just recently moved out this June to live with her grandma (not too far away thank
goodness) to take care of her. You will see her from time to time. My husband and I have
been together for over 10 years now. The youngest children, who I share with my husband,
visit us every other weekend, except his oldest children who attend college 5 hours away. I
know, this is confusing, and I apologize; but I encourage you to get out some index cards and
sort it out !
Down to the important stuff. I have been a servant of the Lord Our God and Savior for as long
as I can remember. I grew up in a church in a little country town called Pierpont, Ohio. My
church was called (and still is and is still functioning, with very few patrons as of late), Pennline
Church of Christ, no denomination. I attended youth group myself from the age of 10 to 17. I
moved here, to Girard, about 5 years ago. I decided to do a You tube channel last summer
because I had questions about the Bible and so did my children, so I thought why not let everyone see the answers I found. You can find the videos at Youtube.com and search for Sinner
and Friends.
Now that you are finally asleep with all this background, I want to let you know that I am open
to any and all questions. In fact, I’m more than happy to hear from everyone. I want to get to
know you all! I’m so excited to have found this church, I can’t even explain my happiness. I
have been praying for a long time to find you. Yes, you, the person reading this letter right
now. Call me, I’d be happy to discuss anything and everything. I have so many fun things
planned to do with the youth! I don’t know where to start! I pray you will accept me as your
youth leader and your friend so we can create many happy memories together while learning
about Jesus. My number is 814-882-7514.
In Christian Love, Becky Schmidt
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Sunday School

Corner

Sunday Morning “Live” with Jesus.
(Please note our new logo and name for Sunday School)
We had 51 entries, these were the results:
Sunday Morning “Live” with Jesus, Top choice;
Second choice - Friends and Followers – Third Choice - Discovery Hour

Other Entries with votes: “Happy Trails”, Soul Ministry, Faith Trek, Faith
Quest, Christian Education Hour, Learning to live like Jesus, LLJ, Building on the Rock, Sabbath Day Worship, Wisdom Seekers, Love, Lakewood Learning Day, “Power UP” with Jesus,
Sabbath Learning, Disciple Making Hour, Learners for Life and Sabbath Day. Please join us every
Sunday, 9:45 Pre School – Adult Classes, To know Christ – To become like Christ – To share
Christ.
Mission Project for Pre School – 12th Grade Classes: From September 25th through November
27th each class will be collecting money to help with our sponsorship of two students, Alan and Sebastian, so they can attend New Horizon School in Paraguay. Empty your piggy banks and look
for loose change to put into your class donation. Let’s see which class collects the most money!!

As you know U.M.W. has been blessed in its fund raising efforts this year. At our last meeting it was
decided that we will purchase two new long white plastic tables and two shorter plastic tables to
help replace the old broken wooden ones. Also we decided along with our contribution for the fellowship hall renovation, we will be donating $1000 towards a “face lift” for our library. Thank you so
much for your donations of rummage, books and most certainly your time and efforts! None of this
would be possible without you!
U.M.W. will be serving “Sunday Supper” on Oct. 23rd at the Church of the
Covenant. We will need about 20 volunteers for cooking, transporting,
serving & clean up. Sign up sheets will be appearing soon in the narthex at
the back of the sanctuary. This is a wonderful opportunity to serve the less
fortunate.
Its almost “that time” again!
NO not another rummage sale,
the ELECTION DAY BAKE SALE!!!! We need lots of bakers and volunteer workers. The date is Tuesday, Nov. 8th. We have found our
voters like variety! They love small loaves of breads, fudge, peanut
brittle, and all sorts of cookies and brownies! Don’t forget the Lemon
Bars! We wouldn’t want to disappoint those hungry voters! Look for
further information in your bulletins.
The next meeting of U.M.W. will be Oct 15th at 9:30 in the church library. Fresh faces & ideas are
always welcome!
Now that summer is over, Prayer Shawl ministry will be getting back into the swing of things. We
will be meeting October 3, 17and 31st. at 1:00 at Bev Shrum's house. We will be donating shawls
to the Cancer Center. If you know of someone who has need of a shawl, please take one from the
prayer room and write their name in the journal in the prayer room. Come join us. We have yarn,
needles, hooks and patterns.
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SERMONS ON LINE
If you missed a Sunday Worship Service, Pastor
Bob’s sermons are posted on our web site
(www.lakewooderie.org). Go to the home page
and click on the “About” button and a menu will
drop down. Locate the link “Sermons” and click
on it and a list of sermons will show up. Find
the Sunday date or the sermon title you are interested in, click on it and the sermon will appear. You can read it on line or print it out if you
still enjoy holding paper in your hand when you
read, or if you’d like to share it with someone
else. God bless!

The Person in the Pew
Do you know this person?

September 4 -“ ”
September 11- “Making Sense of the Old Testament ”
September 18 - “ ”
September 25 - “ ”

Prayer Group
Prayer Group: Lisa Medina is offering leadership for a group of people dedicated to prayer.
They meet on Wednesday evenings at 6:15 in
the Prayer Chapel, accessed from the front of
the Sanctuary through the double doors on the
right. All are welcome, even if you haven’t been
there before.

Do you know this person This person is a longterm member of LUMC and has led an interesting
life. One of his hobbies is genealogy, and he has
traced his family back to the revolutionary days and
his wife’s family back to before they came to the
United States. He is the Financial Officer for the
Civil Air Patrol, which is responsible for searching
for downed planes using specialized equipment
that responds to signals from the plane. The CAP
were the first persons to get into the air after 9/11,
taking pictures of the devastation. He has traveled
a lot and his favorite places to visit are Alaska and
the Panama Canal. He is Grandpa to 6 grandkids.
Ans: Roy Blair
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