
As I was prepping for the Christmas Eve service, I went through all the Christmas Songs looking for ones that talked about the angels visit to the Shepherds.  The list was long and while many were sung during the service, over half were left out.  As we reviewed and dove deeper last week a question arose in my mind.  “Why do the angels care if Jesus our savior, messiah, and Lord has been born?”  Let me explain where this question comes from.


Angels are the servants of God yes.  They do what God asks them to do.  They are messengers of the King.  That is what their name means in Greek, “messenger.”  Now as I scanned the rest of scripture, we see angels interacting with men in all kinds of ways.  Even in the gospel narratives, an angel speaks to Zechariah, Mary, and Joseph.  But only in this scene with the shepherds do we hear about a heavenly host showing up to celebrate what one of their own announces.  Why do we have verse 13 reading, 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” 


I understand the first angel sharing the news, that is the angels role and calling.  However, as I look at what we know about the role of angels, it doesn't immediately click why they would care.  Scripture tells us that angels are immortal and powerful.  The New Bible Dictionary summarizes them as, “A creature certainly, holy and uncorrupted spirit in original essence, yet endowed with free will, therefore not necessarily impervious to temptation and sin.”  So there is the opening there that the Messiah and Savior could function in their favor, but that openness to sin leaves them fallen and under the power of Satan.  Their inability to repent leaves them as either Holy Heavenly Beings or Fallen Heavenly Beings.  So in theory, the angels on this night have already made a choice to follow God's will, so there is no additional bonus for them to be excited about that can be readily seen.


I guess I am pondering, why are they excited?  Why the group of them to reinforce this news?  All the information was given by the first messenger.  It seems there is enough there for the shepherds to go inspect.  There is not any new information added in the verse 14 response of praise, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” Or I am wondering with the author of Angels we have heard on high in verse 2, “Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? What the gladsome tidings be Which inspire your heavn'ly song?”  I understand that for fallen mankind, this is great news.  As I covered previously, our Lord has come, our Messiah is here, our Savior is amongst us.  But for the angels, the Lord was already in heaven among them, they are Holy and do not need a savior, there was no need of a Messiah for them.  In a really selfish human perspective, I am asking, “Why do they care if we succeed or not?”


To make sense of if they care or not, we need to step back to the point where they themselves had to make a choice of whether to serve God or themselves.  Angels were around to watch creation take place.  They saw that God had a unique relationship with man.  When Satan's rebellion started, it meant that friendships were divided, families split, and other social interactions changed as some remained faithful to Yahweh and some went into rebellion.  Since that division, they have been privy to  that same divide happening to human beings.  Some following the ways of God and others falling into spiritual slavery to Satan in its various forms of idolatry and false worship.  So they have some skin in the game hoping that humans choose their way rather than Satan's.


Now up to this moment, things were looking bleak for team Yahweh.  Remember Isaiah describes it as people walking in darkness, Matthew has upgraded it to sitting in darkness because they saw no way of redeeming themselves.  Darkness seemed to be winning.  Then news around the office begins to spread, “Did you hear Gabriel went and spoke to Zechariah about a son?”  As the months pass, a new whisper appears in the break room, “Gabriel took another trip, this time to Nazareth to tell a woman she would bear God's son.  Suddenly, anticipation is heightened.  Is this the break we have been waiting for.  Is this the moment that will change the tide.  All the angels are on high alert.  Scripture does not say whether it is Gabriel who visits the Shepherds or someone else.  But at this point, I would assume all the heavenly beings are paying attention to their various assignments.  For the next nine months, anyone being sent from the throne room with a message to deliver has everyone watching.


Now they care not just because it is their choice being validated, but because it is a validation of choosing to serve the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of Heaven.  This mission fails, it means they made the wrong choice in choosing Yahweh's way over Satan's.  So there is investment from the angels.  That God would go to such lengths to redeem one of his creatures reinforces their earlier decision to follow God and God's ways.  More about God's character is being revealed in this act than they had been made aware of before.  They are seeing the extent of God's love, mercy, and grace.  “In essence, human redemption is a glorious, complex demonstration of God's power and love that draws the attention of even the celestial beings, serving as a perpetual marvel of His restorative work.”  God's act is reaffirming their act of obedience.  Affirming they made the right choice.



So when possibly Gabriel brings this news to the Shepherds, it makes sense that the heavenly host appears and proclaims, ““Glory to God in the highest,” because God is to be honored because he is on the move to show that all the beings who remained in his service in the highest heavens, made the correct choice!  I hope you know the joy and relief that comes when a decision pays off.  You probably also know some of the despair that comes from making the wrong choice, which also helps you understand the joy of choosing well.  They continue the second half speaking to those who are being blessed by this action, “and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” The angels are seeing God's favor to us in that God has chosen to redeem humanity.  They know that there is something more to God's relationship with humanity than with the Angels.  We are made in Yahweh's image.  Angels are not.  But their prayer is that peace would come to us, because God favors us.  If that peace comes, it again reaffirms their choice.


So with so much on the line.  It is surprising that we hear that they go back into heaven, for what we speculate is 30 years and do not hear about their interactions with Jesus again except for taking care of him in the wilderness for 40 days.  Then radio silence for another three years.  The reason we do not hear from them is simple.  Angels are messengers of God.  Why do they not appear during Jesus' life and ministry, because God himself is walking amongst us and telling us what God thinks and wants from us.  What God is doing.  All the messages of heaven are coming through the King instead of his envoys.  


So we should not be surprised that we don't hear from an angel again until after his death and resurrection.  It is only then that we angels of God appear to the women in the tomb and say, “He is alive” that we hear from them again.  Now in Luke, there is a parallel to the temptation in the desert where the angels minister to Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane during his hour of trial, but no words come from them.  It is only post resurrection, when Jesus himself is not among us, that the angels speak.  “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ ”  The angels become messengers again because God himself is dwelling in our midst to remind us of this truth.  They are trying to encourage us to have hope, to see God's Kingdom breaking in, while reminding themselves that the God they chose to serve for all eternity was the correct choice.  That is why on that night so long ago, after the news had been told, a heavenly host broke out proclaiming this great news.  Let us live into this great news.
Key Aspects of Redemption for Angels:
· Awe-Inspiring Mystery: Angels are amazed and desire to understand salvation because it's a unique plan for humans, not themselves, revealing deeper truths about God's character.
· Proof of God's Love & Grace: It showcases God's immense love, mercy, and grace in providing a way for sinful humanity to be bought back from spiritual slavery to Satan.
· Uniqueness of Humanity: It emphasizes that humans, created in God's image with moral agency, have a special, embodied experience and a distinct need for redemption that angels don't share.
· Contrast with Fallen Angels: While faithful angels observe, fallen angels have no redemption, highlighting that humanity's choice to sin and subsequent redemption is a distinct cosmic event.
· Christ's Incarnation: Jesus becoming human, not an angel, to redeem humanity is central to this, a concept angels find wondrous.
· A Greater Beauty: Some suggest there's a greater beauty in the redeemed state—being fallen and raised—than in perpetual innocence, which fascinates them. 

In essence, human redemption is a glorious, complex demonstration of God's power and love that draws the attention of even the celestial beings, serving as a perpetual marvel of His restorative work

And notice how well they told the story, and surely you will love them! Not with the stammering tongue of one who tells a tale in which he has no interest; nor even with the feigned interest of a man that would move the passions of others, when he feels no emotion himself; but with joy and gladness, such as angels can only know. They sang the story out, for they could not stop to tell it in heavy prose. They sang, “Glory to God on high, and on earth peace, good will towards men.” I think they sang it with gladness in their eyes; with their hearts burning with love, and with breasts as full of joy as if the good news to man had been good news to themselves.1 Spurgeon
In Buddy the Elf's View (from the movie Elf)
· Simple & Loud: Singing is just talking, but louder, with more movement of the voice up and down.
· Spreading Cheer: It's a way to express pure, uninhibited joy and share Christmas spirit.
· No Difference: Singing alone or in a store is the same; it's about the act itself. 
