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GOD’S CHOSEN PEOPLE
As the Scriptures tell us, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be disgraced.”
Jew and Gentile are the same in this respect. They have the same Lord, who gives generously
to all who call on him. For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.
~ Romans 10:11-13 (NLT)
If you have been following our sermon series on Romans, you will know that we are currently in the
section where the Apostle Paul has zeroed in on Israel. When Paul refers to Israel in the New
Testament, he is referring to Israel as a nation. In the New Testament, Israel and Jews are used
interchangeably; referring to the same people who are the descendants of Jacob.
What is it that is unique about Israel? And why is Israel important to the Christian faith? The
uniqueness of Israel has to do with their special relationship with God. Remember the wrestling match
between Jacob and the Angel of the Lord in Genesis 32? Once the wrestling match was over, Jacob
was given a new name, Israel, meaning “one who struggles with God”. God chose Israel for the
purpose of fulfilling his mission to save humanity; it will be through Israel that a Savior would be born.
Israel, as revealed in scriptures, is the only nation that was named or created by God. This means that
without God’s involvement, there would not be a nation called Israel. Because of their unique calling,
they were the only people in the Old Testament who were eligible to be called God’s people.
Israel is important to the Christian faith because Christians recognize that Israel is the root of our faith;
Christians respect Israel because of their special calling/relationship with God. It is through Israel that
the promise of deliverance was fulfilled in Jesus Christ… he is the reason for our faith as Christians.
Jesus is the reason God chose Israel from the very beginning; God planned long ago that a Messiah
would be born. We know from the scriptures that the Messiah, though born a Jew, was not Messiah
only to Jews. He is the one and only Messiah, born to save humanity from their sins, and everyone
who calls on his name will be saved!
Israel’s uniqueness put them in a unique place in world history. Many nations have come and gone,
but Israel remained intact as a nation. Israel is loved by some, hated by many, and perhaps the most
controversial nation of all time. Regardless of how Israel has been treated or is being treated today,
the Apostle Paul’s message in Romans is that Israel is God’s special people and despite their failure
to recognized Jesus as their promised Messiah, God is not done with them… that God has a future
plan for them.
According to recent news, there is a rise in anti-Semitic in this country. As Christians, let us pray for
Israel and their enemies. We don’t have to agree with every decision Israel made as a nation, but we
are to love and respect them as a unique people chosen by God. In a world that continues to pin the
human race against each by the color of their skin and ethnicity, let us remember that in Jesus Christ,
there is no difference between Jews and Gentiles; we are all children of God through Christ our Lord.
May God give us the strength and courage to stand with Paul and the early Apostles in proclaiming the
Good News about our Lord Jesus… that we can truly be one people no matter who we are: no matter
the color of our skin, our human traditions, the food we eat, the clothes we wear, and no matter if we
are rich or poor.
Blessing in the name of Christ our Lord and Savior!
Pastor Mao Her

We will continue our SERMON SERIES …
A Study through “ROMANS”

“FOR I AM NOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL…”

Join us for worship every Sunday @ 10:15 AM…

In-person or virtual @
https://www.facebook.com/mao.her.92/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/649592321778434
https://www.facebook.com/pastormao.greenfield
We look forward to seeing you in worship!

Dear Family and Friends of Christ United Methodist Church
It is widely known at this time that there is an inevitable division of the United Methodist denomination
coming, the question is when?
If you read last month’s newsletter article, Pastor Mao wrote about the division of beliefs within the
denomination and what each group (Traditionalists-Orthodox-Evangelical, Liberals-Progressives,
Centrists/Institutionalists) believe. After having read the article, you may have a better understanding
of each group and know where you stand now and where you might lean later when the division
happens.
At this time in our own congregation, Christ United Methodist Church, the individuals of the Leadership
Team (Janet Brown, Denise and Gary Edlund, Jerry Freitag, Steve Montgomery, Ron Stinson and
Nancy Wolski) have not declared their position as a team. It is our intention, along with Pastor Mao,
that until we know more from the General Conference about the ensuing division, we will keep loving
and serving each other as we have always done here at Christ United Methodist Church.
We would encourage all to respect each other, ask questions, seek answers and most importantly,
pray to our God and Savior Jesus Christ about your beliefs of God and the Scripture.
Decisions will be made regarding our beloved church, when, we are not sure. We assure you that you
will have a vote in that process. The church is not just a few individuals ―Because there is one loaf, we
who are many are one body; for we all partake of the one loaf.‖ 1 Corinthians 10:17
~ Your Accountable Leadership Board

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR JUNE

Birthdays This Month…

6th

3rd
7th

George Pitman
Arisa McCullough

9th

Janet Brown

17th

Tzuh Her

1 Samuel 8:4-20 (11:14-15)
Psalm 138 (UMH 853)
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Mark 3:20-35

13th 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13

20th Jordyn Allen

Psalm 20 or Psalm 72 (UMH 795)
2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13) 14-17
Mark 4:26-34

20th 1 Samuel 17: (1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-49
Psalm 9:9-20 (UMH 744)
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41
Happy Father’s Day

27th 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27
Psalm 130 (UMH 848)
2 Corinthians 8:7-15
Mark 5:21-43

20th Carl Hartman
30th Geoffrey Graham
Please wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY when
you see them!

VOLUNTEERS FOR JUNE
LAY LITURGIST
6th

Beth Schramm

13th

Denise Edlund

20th

Ron Stinson

27th

Steve Montgomery

Thank You!

Help Needed…

UMW CORNER
Martha Fellowship
We will be scheduling a meeting sometime in
September to discuss the future of our small
group.
We are meeting with the other ladies for our
dinner out in June which is scheduled for
Thursday, June 10th. Enjoy being ―out and
about‖ this summer!!!
— Carol Olson

Father's Day is quickly approaching. I would
like to do something special for the altar, similar
to Mother's Day, but a little different. So, once
again, I need your help. If you would be willing,
please bring in either a picture of your father
OR an object that reminds you of him (a tool, a
plant, a figurine, etc.). You can bring them to
church on a Sunday and give them to me or
you can drop them off in the office during office
hours. Please have them to the church NO
later than Tuesday June 15th.
Thank you for your help! Nancy Wolski

The UMW Caring Circle
We had our first meeting since the pandemic in
May and now that summer is coming we will
take a break from a formal meeting and meet
for breakfast in July and August.
More info next month. . .
It was so wonderful to have a group meeting
and catch up and have the opportunity to eat
together again. Thank all of you for coming.

Adult Sunday School…
Adult Sunday School will stop on Sunday,
May 30th and will resume on Sunday,
September 12th.
So…
There is NO Sunday School for June, July or
August.
Enjoy your summer!

Judy Riedy

Ladies Night Out…

WANTED…

We have a reservation at Open Flame for our
Night Out on Thursday, June 10th at 6:00 PM
for 10 people. Will adjust closer to that date
when we know an accurate account. I was able
to get the ―behind-the-bar room‖ so we should
have privacy and distance. I hope the ―UMW
girls‖ will come out with their masks and enjoy
time together. Ardy

We are looking for a portable
sewing machine to loan to
Iffat Masih.
She has some clothes that need alterations but
no machine! If you have one and would like to
help out, please contact the office. Thank you

Larry Under the
Bridge
Volunteer Opportunity

In MAY, we had the following sponsor(s):
May 23rd

Nancy Wolski in celebration of
Josh’s 22nd birthday!

If you would like to sponsor the bulletin, please
contact the church office. The cost is $20.00.
Thank you!

Monday, June 28 at
10 AM, we need a
couple of volunteers to assemble bag lunches
to provide meals for the homeless.
If you would like to make a monetary
contribution, please enclose your check or cash
in an envelope and mark it, ―Larry Under the
Bridge.‖
Please let Jo or Janet Brown know if you are
able to help. Thank you!!

Circuit Picnic - Meeting the Masih!
Greenfield CUMC would like to host a picnic
and YOU ARE INVITED!
It will be held outdoors on Saturday, JUNE 12TH
With a rain date of Sunday, JUNE 13TH
TIME:
PLACE:

12 NOON-3:00 PM.
CHRIST UMC, 5200 S. 48th Street,
Greenfield, WI

We want to make this an opportunity to meet the Masih family and enjoy
fellowship together. If you would like to help plan this event, please leave
your phone number with our Church secretary: Jo Rivers, at 414-421-0202.

Financial Recap for the Masih family
Our beginning balance was $5,000.00!
We have supported the family with paying rent for March, April and May
while Fiaz was training for the truck driver job. We pay their auto insurance
premium monthly. We have also helped with paying some utility bills.
As of April 30, 2021 there is a balance of $2,108.48.
Recently, we received a donation of $1000.00 from a church member at
Oak Creek Community UMC, bringing the balance to $3108.48.
It is our hope that we can replenish this fund as Fiaz needs to return to Utah
to complete his driver portion of the test and we will want to help them with
rent, etc.
While home he has been driving UBER to meet other day to day expenses.
Checks should be made payable to:
Christ United Methodist Church
Mail to: 5200 S. 48th St, Greenfield, WI 53221
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY IN BOTH TIME AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT!

A Special Letter we received…
Hi everyone. I hope you're all doing well.
I had an appointment four days ago at the Christies cancer center. The transplant team
decided unanimously that they will not do the bone marrow transplant.
For whatever reason, whether it's because of the Myelofibrosis, or just that it went too long
undiagnosed before it finally got diagnosed here, or some other reason, my heart is not
pumping enough blood to my lungs anymore. Since a transplant is very hard on the heart and
lungs, and for up to two years afterwards, they felt I wouldn't survive that given my current
condition. This was not only disappointing news, it was a shock, in that (as Barbara says) I
have always out-energized people even half my age, and my lung and breath capacity have
always been extraordinary. So, my care is now being transferred from the transplant team to
the alternative treatment team at Christies. I am also being referred to a cardiologist.
Whatever it is that's going on with my heart, they will have to see what they can do to improve
the situation if possible, so I will be able to undergo whatever alternative treatment is arranged.
They are looking into a treatment that has seen success in Germany, in which my stem cells
would be bombarded with a series of compatible stem cell matches in the hope that one of
them will "take." Unlike the transplant which usually results in success and a relatively normal
life afterwards, this other treatment appears to be more "hit or miss." However, if any of the
stem cells do take successfully, it may result in a quality of life that would be as normal as
what would have been with a successful transplant. Greatest upside - no massive doses of
chemo!
Although this has thrown the process in another direction, I feel somewhat relieved, as I had a
gut feeling that the arduous transplant process was not the optimal option for me. In many
ways, it's a relief not to be going through with it. So, now we have to wait and see what
alternative treatment the team comes up with, and hope that it will be available here and be
successful for me. The head of this team, along with a doctor from Boston, are the world's two
leading experts on Myelofibrosis, so we are hopeful.
Thanks again for all your prayers and support.
Trefor and Barbara Williams

JUNE 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

1

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

4

5

9

10
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

11

12

18

19

5:00 PM – New
Member Class
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

6

7

8
6:30 PM – ZOOM –
Accountable
Leadership Board
Meeting

10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE - Sacrament of

Holy Communion

5:00 PM – New
Member Class

6:00 PM – Ladies Night
Out @ Open Flame

6:00 PM – Jazzercise

1:00 – 4:00 PM – Fe Hispanic
Ministry

13

14

15

16

10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

5:00 PM – New
Member Class

1:00 – 4:00 PM – Fe Hispanic
Ministry

6:00 PM - Jazzercise

6:00 – 9:00 PM – ZOOM
– Clergy Session for
the Conference
21

20

22

23
5:00 PM – New
Member Class

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY

6:00 PM – Jazzercise

1:00 – 4:00 PM – Fe Hispanic
Ministry
FIRST DAY OF SUMMER

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
28

29

30

10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

John Wesley’s
Birthday (1703)

5:00 PM – New
Member Class

1:00 – 4:00 PM – Fe Hispanic
Ministry

10:00 AM – Make
Lunches for Larry
Under the Bridge

6:00 PM – Jazzercise

9:00 AM – 5:00 PM –
ZOOM Annual
Conference

9:00 AM – 5:00 PM –
ZOOM Annual
Conference

6:00 – 8:00 PM – ZOOM
Laity Session

10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

+27

17
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

24
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

25
Set up for Memorial
Service and Luncheon

26
Noon – 5:00 PM Memorial Service &
Luncheon for Katalina,
Ethan & Austin Cha’s
Father (Mylee Vang’s exhusband)

The NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE FOR
July is:
June 20th
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