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Remember the Bushwhackers!
I have the honor to report to you that Sergt. Robert
Digges, with a detachment of my company, had a fight with
eleven bushwhackers,. supposed to be under Jim Anderson,
yesterday morning at 7.30 o’clock. The bushwhackers were
at the house of Elias Thompson, in this county, about six
miles from Rocheport. We killed 4 bushwhackers and
captured 4 horses and equipments, several pistols,
overcoats, &c. Sergeant Digges is satisfied that there were
several wounded who escaped. Our loss was Private Ben.
Reeves, severely wounded in the shoulder; we also had two
horses killed. The names of the bushwhackers killed, as
obtained from a rebel deserter just from Price’s army, are
Theodore Cassell, of Jackson County; ‐‐‐‐‐‐ Kelly, of Saint
Louis (right arm off); John Chapman, of Clay, and Thomas
Maupin, of Callaway. The last named has the forefinger off
his right hand. I inclose you two letters(*) taken off the
body of Cassell. ...

Stone Dedication and Reenactment
near Rocheport, Mo.
June 20th at 1:30pm ‐ Stone Dedication at the Bayse
Cemetery for five bushwhackers killed at the Thompson
Farm outside Rocheport, Missouri. Reenactment of the
Thompson Farm fight will follow.
On May 24, 1865, five bushwhackers were killed by the
Howard County Militia at Elias Thompson’s farm,
approximately a half‐mile north of the Bayse Cemetery. On
June 20, 2015 at 1:30pm, a stone dedication will be unveiled
at the Bayse cemetery to honor those five bushwhackers.
Following the dedication, there will be a reenactment of the
Thompson Farm fight at the Union school yard by the
Elliott’s Scouts. Robbie Maupin will be playing the role of
his ancestor, Thomas Maupin, in the fight.

I am, general, your most obedient servant,

The story of the bushwhackers’ death can be found in
the O.R. – SERIES I – VOLUME XLVIII/1 [S# 101]. The
relevant section of the report states:

WARREN W. HARRIS
Comdg. Howard Country Company
Missouri Militia
Organized under General Orders, No. 3.

May 24, 1865.—Skirmish near Rocheport, Mo.
Report of Capt. Warren W. Harris, Howard County
Company Volunteer Missouri Militia.

Volunteer

P.S.—I have just received information from a reliable
source that another dead bushwhacker has been found near

HEADQUARTERS,
Post Fayette, May 25, 1865

(Remember the Bushwhackers! event continued on page 3)
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President’s Message
Confederate Memorial Day programs will be held June 6 at the Confederate
Memorial State Historical site in Higginsville, Mo. The WCQS is proud to be one
of the sponsors again this year. The event will go on rain or shine. I used to say
“it never rains on Confederate Memorial Day” but last year proved me wrong on
that count. But it was still a great event. Please see the enclosed flyer for more
details.
Our bylaws allow the WCQS President to appoint an “Advisory Board” to help
guide and direct the activities of the organization. This is in addition to the
elected officers and Board of Directors. Accordingly, I am appointing the
following good and steady members as Advisory Board Members: Jim Beckner,
Liz Murphy, Mike Calvert, Vicki Beck and Scott Caugher. There will be more in
the next few months.
We are putting together another WCQS Reunion for this fall. The “Reunion” will
most certainly include another highly acclaimed bus tour focusing this time on
the Big Cedar‐Lee’s Summit‐Unity Village area. Nobody does “Guerrilla Bus
Tours” as good as us. There will be more details in the next newsletter, which
should be to you by the middle of August.
Longtime WCQS Member Vicki Beck will be speaking on May 13 to the Civil War
Roundtable of Western Missouri about her new book “Kate”. Beck promises to
share with us why Kate King Clarke is important and why she admires her.
“Kate” was profiled in the last issue of “The No Quarterly.”

Historian: Terry Elliott

I will be speaking to “The Kansas City Posse of Westerners” on June 9 on the
subject of the old Quantrill Reunions. The “Posse” meets at the Golden Corral,
8800 N. Skyview Ave., Kansas City, Mo. Call (816) 505‐0300. Dinner is at 6 PM
with the speech at 7 PM.

The No Quarterly Editor: Catherine
Floyd

I will see you at Higginsville on June 6.
Harold Dellinger, President

The William Clarke Quantrill Society is
a Missouri not‐for‐profit corporation
dedicated to the study of the Civil War
on the Missouri‐Kansas border with
emphasis on the lives of Quantrill, his
men, his supporters, his adversaries
and the resulting historical record. A
secondary purpose is to collect and
disseminate genealogical information
about Quantrill, his men and their
descendants.

All contents © 2015
William Clarke Quantrill Society, Inc.
All rights revert to the author upon
publication.

WCQS Officers and Board Members hard at work
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the place where the fight took place yesterday, making
five killed, and also a dead horse.

Please also see the map below:

Yours, &c.
W.H.H.
Brig. Gen. I. V. PRATT,
Comdg. First District, Missouri Militia, Macon, Mo.
A special thank you to Ben Bayse and Jim White for their
time, energy and passion in putting this event together.
The stone monument will be engraved as followed:

REST IN PEACE
Theordore Cassell John Chapman
Thomas Maupin
Captain Kelly
Unknown
Members of Missouri Partisan Rangers
Confederate States of America
Killed May 24, 1865 by Howard County
Militia one‐half mile north of this cemetery
Dedicated June, 2015

Remembering Richard Ham

DIRECTIONS


From I‐70 in Boone County, Mo take exit 117 onto Rt. J. This is
between the Rocheport exit and the several Columbia exits.



Go North on Rt. J for 5.5 miles and turn Left(West) onto EE.



Go 3.5 miles West on EE to Union School which will be on the
Left.



Turn Left (south) onto CR 431 and follow the signs from Union
School. Bayse Cemetery will be on your right.

It is with great sadness to report that longtime board
member and Vice President of the Lee’s Summit
Historical Society and Board Member of the WCQS,
Richard Ham, passed away on January 22, 2015 from
complications due to pulmonary fibrosis followed by lung
cancer. Richard was 78 years old. Richard loved local and
Biblical history. He was an accomplished pianist, sang in
the local barbershop, and danced with the Village
Cloggers in past years. He loved politics, especially
Reagan and Ron Paul. He collected Carrie Nation
memorabilia and gave talks about her life. Richard
graduated with a B.S. in English from the University of
Kansas and recently took classes at the University of
Missouri‐Kansas City and Longview Community College.
Richard will be truly missed.
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Quantrill mounted his horse and rode down the thriving
main street of Stanton, past the church and on down the
hill toward Rantoul.

An article published in the Ottawa Herald on
December 1, 1966.

Quantrill Taught There
Historic School Up for Sale

The plan that had been forming in his mind during the
long winter months was taking shape. Quantrill decided
“Little Dixie,” around Independence, Mo. where a group of
Southerners lived surrounded by Yankees, would be an
ideal place to make a name for himself by capitalizing on
the spoils of war. He reasoned he could muster more men
in that hot‐bed of the conflict.
During his first year of teaching at Stanton, Quantrill
roomed with the Springers on the west side of the old
Marais Des Cygnes bridge, in what is known as “old
Rantoul.” He lived in an unfinished second‐story room
and carved his name on one of the rafters. It could be
seen until recent years, when the Wickers family bought
the house, rebuilt it and sealed up the attic.
But it rained heavily in February and March of 61 and
crossing the Marais Des Cygnes to the schoolhouse
proved difficult, so Quantrill moved to the Stoner home,
where he boarded the roomed until he left Stanton.
At dark, Quantrill packed up his belongings and headed
for the “Devil’s Backbone” a high ridge near Rantoul.

STANTON – The old Stanton schoolhouse, a few miles
east of Rantoul, will be offered for sale soon. The school
was originally a two‐story structure and the upstairs was
used as a community hall. The top half was torn off in
later years.

Down in “Devil’s Canyon,” he could see 8th grader Bill
Gregg, who was joining him, with several horses stolen
from farmers in the vicinity. Corn and fodder had been
pilfered also to take as feed for the animals.

Listed among its teachers is William Clark Quantrill, who
turned renegade. Quantrill taught two years at the school
in 1860‐1862; it was the only school he taught in Kansas.

Quantrill and Gregg set out with the horses for
Independence, Mo., known then as the “Gateway to the
West.” Along the way, they picked up a volunteer at
Greeley. They were the nucleus of a guerilla band—the
Viet Cong of the Civil War.

Ed Fink, Garnett history buff, went to grade school in
Rantoul in 1925, and took notes when some civil war
veterans, former pupils of Quantrill, spoke to the history
class.

Quantrill worked for the South, even as confederate
officer for a time, but always he worked for Quantrill.
When he left Stanton, Quantrill shed his respectability. In
Independence, he mustered a gang of men, among them
the Sheperd brothers from Blue Springs, the Younger
brothers from Harrisonville, Jim and “Bloody” Bill
Anderson from Olathe, the James brothers and others.

The following account is written from that information.
On a warm April afternoon in 1861, school master William
Quantrill locked the doors of the Stanton school and said
goodbye to his pupils.

Quantrill’s short but violent career as a renegade ended
when he was 28 years old. He was shot off his horse in a
barnyard in Kentucky by Federal soldiers. He died 28 days
later.

It was the last day of the 8‐month term and it was the last
time Quantrill taught at the tiny (Miami County) school.
Civil war had been declared.
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Latest Book Release …

inflicted upon western Missouri. Quantrill’s raid on
Lawrence, August 21, 1863, surfaces as an act of
justified retaliation.

Cinders and Silence
By Tom Rafiner

By Tom Rafiner*
Shortly after The Burnt District Monument
dedication, 2009, Carol Bohl, then the Cass County
Historical Society’s Executive Director, asked me to
write a brochure for distribution at the monument.
As I began my research, it quickly became apparent,
the burnt district’s historical record was scattered and
fragmented. No single effort had been made to
chronicle the history of those counties heavily
impacted by General Orders No. 11, later known
collectively as the burnt district. This realization
triggered my decision to begin the research and
writing for Cinders and Silence: A Chronicle of
Missouri’s Burnt District, 1854 – 1870.

The second major effort, reflected in the title’s
“silence,” focused on the question of “How could the
complete destruction of western Missouri become
lost to generations following the Civil War?” I am a
perfect example.
Although born, raised, and
educated in Jackson County, I had no knowledge of
the burnt district tragedy until I began my post‐
retirement research. Chapter 7, entitled “Silence,”
explores the reasons, why and how, our Missouri
history was often purposefully, and sometimes
circumstantially, buried to future generations. The
Drake Constitution, commercial interests, and
repopulation played significant roles.

The book’s title clearly explains the focus of the
historical narrative. First, it was important to
inventory and document specific events between
1854 and the end of the Civil War that resulted in the
transformation of 2,200 square miles of western
Missouri into “cinders,” and the displacement of an
estimated 35,000 Missouri civilians. The obliteration
of western Missouri began the summer of 1861; Gen.
Thomas Ewing’s Order No. 11 was the culmination of
2 ½ years of systematic destruction, looting and
foraging. Lane’s Kansas Brigade and the Kansas 7th
Cavalry terrorized, burned, and looted the burnt
district in 1861 and 1862.

Western Missouri’s virtual obliteration by 1865 has
made recovering our history difficult. A vast majority
of refugees never returned; they fled carrying our
history, to other places, sealed in their heads and
hearts. The complete destruction of newspapers,
homes, and villages erased most documentation. I
consider myself a “historical archeologist” because
accurately reconstructing western Missouri history
requires more than visiting library archives and
regurgitating overworked sources. We have an
obligation to replace anecdotal and emotionally
driven Missouri history with well documented
commentary.
Hopefully, Cinders and Silence,
represents a first step in this journey.

Union and Southern civilians struggled to survive, in
one of the U.S.’s most horrific battlefields. Murders
and assassinations poisoned daily living conditions; a
final count of these individual atrocities will never be
known.
Union forage teams and Confederate
bushwhackers regularly raided farm families for food,
horses, and forage. By September 1863, 2,800 family
farms had been destroyed.

Copies of Cinders and Silence can be ordered at my
website, www.Casscountyorderno11.com. The book
contains over 30 maps and 50 photographs.
*Tom Rafiner is a long‐time WCQS member who has
contributed tremendously to Missouri Civil War history.
His previous book Caught Between Three Fires: Cass
County, Mo., Chaos, and Order No. 11, 1860‐1865 is also
a
must
read.

Cinders and Silence, chronicles and maps, in a single
historical record, for the first time, the mayhem
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fact Quantrell’s oufit was composed mostly of boys and
young men.

A FICTIONAL STORY?
This is another odd clipping. There is absolutely no hint
where it came from. It appears to be either a large, full‐page
newspaper clipping or a large scale, double‐page magazine
tear‐out. The best guess would be a magazine for several
reasons. First, the look and feel of the paper is very much
like the old pulp magazines. Second, there is a lot of fairly
high quality accompanying artwork. Third, the entire
clipping, both text and artwork, is printed in blue ink.
Fourth, is the subject matter and in particular the author,
Frank Dalton.—Dalton, who usually went by the name J.
Frank Dalton. The “J.” was for John, but nobody knows for
certain what his real name was. Dalton is one of the great
historical imposters and revisionist of the 20th Century. In
this article he claims to have been a member of Quantrill’s
raiders and the uncle of the Dalton gang, but at various
times he has claimed to be the Dalton’s older brother, Frank,
who was a U.S. Deputy Marshal killed in the line of duty, a
Texas Ranger, most notably, Jesse James and also William
Clarke Quantrill.

We were a semi‐military but very loosely
governed aggregation consisting of several bands under
our leaders, but all under the command of Quantrell and
subject to his orders.
Well, Lee had surrendered. But what were
Quantrell’s men going to do about it? While we had been
intensely Confederate and had fought with several of the
Confederate leaders including Generals Price of Missouri
and Forest of Tennessee, we had never been mustered
into the regular Confederate Armies. At one time—the
Battle of Prairie Grove—we had defeated the Northern
troops and released General Joe Shelby and the remnant
of his command whom the Federals had defeated and
taken prisoners. But we were never legally Confederates.
Well there was only one way to find out what they would
do and that was to try to surrender and see what would
happen.
Ever stick your finger in a hornet’s nest to see if
any one was home?

By: Terry Elliott
WHEN QUANTRELL’S MEN TRIED TO SURRENDER

Well, don’t do it; it may turn out all right, then
again it may not.

“I Rode With Quantrell”

We finally decided to send a few men up the river
to Lexington, Mo., to try to surrender. If they made out all
right then the rest of Quantrell’s men would come on in,
so 14 of us saddled and started out. Lexington was the
nearest place to us where there was a place to surrender
and take “The Oath.”

Clear of mind but dim of eye, 92‐year‐old Frank
Dalton of Gladewater, Texas, looks back over a life that
outstrips any dime novel ever written.
A life that included months under Quantrell’s
command during the Civil War; years as a deputy U.S.
Marshal and a Texas Ranger. As an uncle of the “Dalton
Gang,” he was led into many scrapes with the law.

SPRING was in the air that morning, the tenth of
May, as we started out.

Believed to be the last living member of Quantrell’s
Militia, he tells a vivid story of what happened when they
attempted to surrender at the conclusion of the Civil War.

The men had been to war, many of them never to
return. We passed many weed‐grown fields, farms where
no men‐folk were left to plow.

By Frank Dalton
As told to Garland Farmer
THE war was over. Lee had surrendered in April,
1865. The Confederate Armies were told to lay down their
arms and take the oath of allegiance to the Union. We of
Quantrell’s men, about 60 of us, were stationed at
Blackwater, Mo., when this news of the end came.

We were often recognized for we had fought over
most of this part of the country and were acquainted with
people who lived in it. They were all friendly, of course,
and we would often stop and talk.
How loyal and true they were we found out in
after years when we were outlawed. There never was a
one of these people but would hide us away or divide their
last meal with us.

Bill Anderson was in command of our outfit. I was
a first lieutenant, although only 17 years old. I had joined
“Quantrell’s Militia,” as we called ourselves, in March,
1863, but there were several younger boys in our outfit. In

Thus, we loitered along the way, stopping to
exchange news and talk of the war and the men we had
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As it was, three of our 14 fell at that first volley and
two of us were wounded, myself in the left leg just below
the knee and Jesse James through the stomach. We
scattered and got into timber without any more of us
being hit. Jesse was in a bad way and his wound was a
dangerous one, so we took him to the house of a friend,
where he had to stay for nearly a year, but he finally
recovered.

fought with or known, till late evening came on and it was
time to look for a place to camp for the night.
We had just ridden off the road into a little
clearing that was completely surrounded by timber
(Quantrell’s men never camped in the open) and were
preparing to stake out our horses when three men on
horseback rode up. One of them was Jim Todd. Jim had
been a captain with General Joe Shelby. Of course that
settled it as far as our camping out was concerned for we
had to go to the house to stay awhile.

I FINALLY found out that the reason we were
ambushed as we were, was that we were recognized the
day before by a Union sympathizer who rode into
Lexington and reported that we were coming. The officer
in charge decided to make an example of us as a warning
to the rest of Quantrell’s men.

HERE I got my first doubt about the success of the
mission, for Captain Todd had heard it rumored that
neither the men of Quantrell of Missouri, Mosby of
Virginia, or Morgan of Kentucky, would be allowed
amnesty as were the regular Confederate soldiers.
Captain Todd said: “You men were all organized under
the Confederate laws as state militia, but the Yanks are
still in an ugly humor and no telling what they might do;
you may be granted amnesty, but I doubt it. The only way
to find out is to ride into Lexington under a flag of truce
and offer to surrender, and if they won’t grant you
amnesty, why you can ride out again.”

We found out afterward that we would not be
allowed to surrender as prisoners of war but were
considered as bandits and common outlaws and would be
treated as such upon our surrender or capture.
Of our career after the war, enough has been said,
some of it wrongly. Here are facts.
John Younger was supposed to have been killed in
Missouri, in 1874, by a deputy sheriff and three Pinkerton
detectives. Three of the Youngers, Cole, Jim, and Bob,
were captured in an attempted bank robbery at
Northfield, Minn,\., in September, 1876, and given life
sentences in Minnesota prison. Bob died there, but Cole
and Jim were finally paroled.

And thus we talked on till long after bedtime,
discussing the war and the problems of readjustment to
meet the new conditions confronting the South. Missouri
is not such a cotton raising state. The free of the slaves
did not injure it as much as it did the states further south,
but emancipation was bad enough, for it took away one of
our principal sources of wealth.

Jesse James was killed in St. Joseph, MO., by
Robert Ford on April 3, 1882. Frank James surrendered to
Governor Crittenden of Missouri and was acquitted of the
crimes he was accused of. Quantrell, whose real name
was not Quantrell at all, was reported killed in Kentucky in
1865, but he was not: He died in a small Texas town a few
years ago.

Well, it’s 12 miles from the Todd plantation to
Lexington, so early next morning after a hearty breakfast,
goodbys were spoken and we started out. It was a
beautiful morning and we were enjoying every bit of it
until we had gotten within about half a mile of Lexington.
We were crossing a small creek with dense timber on both
sides of the road.
It’s a wonder that any of us survived that first
volley, fired as it was at a distance of not over 50 feet.
That our horses were going at a swift lope and we were
pretty well scattered and not all riding in a bunch probably
accounts for it.
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WHAT’S IN A WORD?

About Your Membership

Number 3—Ranger

The membership dues are $12. The membership year is
from January to December. Your membership is paid up if
the calendar year that appears after your name on the
mailing label is 2015 or later. Dues for 2015 may now be
paid. More timely information and necessary forms are
available on our website at www.wcqsociety.com. Please
notify us as soon as possible of address changes. Such
information may be sent to our email address or the Post
Office address of the William Clarke Quantrill Society. If
you have already paid your 2015 membership please
encourage other potential members to join!

By: Terry Elliott
You will not find Tonto in this story, but the
concept of the Lone Ranger isn’t all that far fetched (see
below).
Ranger comes from the base word “range” which
has its roots in the Middle English “rangen” the Old French
“rengier” and the Old German“reng.”
Its most generic meaning, not surprisingly, is one
who ranges. More specifically, it is a person who is part of
a body of organized, armed and generally mounted men,
who range over a region; roaming, roving, wandering and
patrolling at large, freely and without restraint. Even
more specifically, and directly pertaining to our guys, it is a
commando or guerrilla soldier specially trained in close‐
range fighting and raiding tactics who is sometimes
attached to a body of assault troops.

Upcoming Events
Confederal Memorial Day 2015

Usage dates to the mid and later 18th Century in
America (the French and Indian War and the American
Revolutionary War) with continued usage as applied to
military (partisan rangers) and police forces (Texas
Rangers, Forest Rangers) for the next 250 years.
Of particular interest is the Confederate Partisan
Ranger Act which gave rise to Mosby, Morgan and
Quantrill as well as many others.

Missouri Civil War Trails
June 6, 2015 from 9a.m. to 2p.m. at the Confederate
Memorial State Historical Site in Higginsville, Missouri.
Please see insert for additional details.

The Missouri Civil War Heritage Foundation has recently
published its third Missouri Civil War trails driving map in
partnership with the national website called the Civil War
Traveler. The program is based on successful Civil War
travel programs in Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina,
West Virginia and Tennessee.

James‐Younger Gang Annual Conference
The conference is October 1, 2 &3, 2015 in Kearney,
Missouri. Details can be found on the JYG website
www.nationaljamesyoungergang.org Registration forms
will be available on the JYG website or by e‐mail request
at editor@nationaljamesyoungergang.org

The newest Missouri map is the “U. S. Grant Trail” for SE
Missouri, which traces Grants considerable presence in
that area. Previously published maps include Grants
activities north of St. Louis and the “Gray Ghost Trail”
which focuses on Guerrilla activities in Central Missouri.
The maps are nicely rendered and worthy of viewing.
The maps can be viewed at www.mocivilwar.org
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