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LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR 

Isaiah 65:17–25                                                                                                                                                                             
1 Thessalonians 5:1–11                                                                                                                                        
Matthew 25:1–13 

By Faith We Are Prepared for Christ’s Return 

“The day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night” (1 Thess. 5:1–11). The arrival of the bridegroom will be 
sudden and unexpected. Therefore you are to be watchful and ready like the five wise virgins. “For you know 
neither the day nor the hour” when the Son of Man is to return. (Matt. 25:1–13). The lamps are the Word of 
Christ. The oil in the lamps is the Holy Spirit, who works through the Word to create and sustain the flame of 
faith in Christ. The foolish are those who do not give proper attention to the working of the Holy Spirit in 
baptism, preaching, and the supper, and so their faith does not endure. The wise, however, are those who 
diligently attend to these gifts of the Spirit, and who therefore have an abundance of oil. The flame of faith 
endures to the end. By God’s grace they are received into the eternal wedding feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom, the new heavens and the new earth created by the Lord for the joy of His people (Is. 65:17–25). 

Silent Preservice Meditation and Prayer                                                                                                                           
Blessed Lord, you have caused all Holy Scripture to be written for our learning.  Grant that we may so hear 
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and the comfort of your holy Word, we 
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Music for Reflection 
Prelude 
Announcements 
 
Baptism of Audrey 
 

Gathering Hymn 

503 O Day Full of Grace 
1 O day full of grace that now we see 

    Appearing on earth’s horizon, 
Bring light from our God that we may be 
    Replete in His joy this season. 
God, shine for us now in this dark place; 
    Your name on our hearts emblazon. 

 
2 O day full of grace, O blessèd time, 

    Our Lord on the earth arriving; 
Then came to the world that light sublime, 
    Great joy for us all retrieving; 
For Jesus all mortals did embrace, 
    All darkness and shame removing. 

 
3 For Christ bore our sins, and not His own, 

    When He on the cross was hanging; 
And then He arose and moved the stone 
    That we, unto Him belonging, 
Might join with angelic hosts to raise 
    Our voices in endless singing. 

 
4 God came to us then at Pentecost, 

    His Spirit new life revealing, 
That we might no more from Him be lost, 
    All darkness for us dispelling. 
His flame will the mark of sin efface 
    And bring to us all His healing. 

 



5 When we on that final journey go 
    That Christ is for us preparing, 
We’ll gather in song, our hearts aglow, 
    All joy of the heavens sharing, 
And walk in the light of God’s own place, 
    With angels His name adoring. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005510 
 

Salutation and Prayer of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

O Lord, absolve Your people from their offenses that, from the bonds of our sins which by reason of 
our frailty we have brought upon ourselves, we may be delivered by Your bountiful goodness; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 
 
First Reading                                                                                                      Isaiah 65:17-25 

17Watch this, I am about to create new heavens and a new earth, 
and the former things will not be remembered, 
and they will not come to mind. 
18Instead, rejoice and celebrate forever because of what I am creating. 
Watch this, I am about to create Jerusalem to be a source of gladness, 
and her people will be a source of joy. 
19I also will be glad because of Jerusalem, 
and I will rejoice over my people. 
The sound of weeping will not be heard again in her, 
nor will the sound of crying. 
20There will never again be an infant there who lives for only a few days, 
or an elderly man who does not fill out all his days, 
for one who dies at a hundred will be considered a young man, 
and one who fails to attain a hundred years old will be regarded as cursed. 
21Then they will build houses and inhabit them. 
They will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
22They will not build a house and have another person live in it. 
They will not plant and have another person eat the crop, 
for the days of my people will be like the days of a tree, 
and my chosen ones will enjoy all the work of their hands. 
23They will not toil in vain, 
and they will not give birth to children doomed to disaster, 
for they will be offspring who are blessed by the LORD, 
and their descendants will be with them. 
24Then it will happen that even before they call, I will answer; 
while they are still speaking, I will hear. 
25The wolf and the lamb will graze together, 
and the lion will eat straw like cattle, 
but the serpent will eat dust as its food. 
They will not harm or destroy on all my holy mountain, 
says the LORD. 

  

P    This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                                                                                               
C    Thanks be to God. 

 



New Testament/Epistle             1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 
Concerning the times and dates, brothers, there is no need to write to you, 2for you yourselves know very 

well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3When people are saying, “Peace and security,” 
destruction will suddenly come on them, like labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will certainly not 
escape. 4But you, brothers, are not in the dark so that this day takes you by surprise like a thief, 5for you are all 
sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or the darkness. 6So then let us not sleep 
like everyone else, but rather let us remain alert and sober.  

7To be sure, those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8But since we 
belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a 
helmet. 9You see, God did not appoint us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
10He died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 11Therefore, encourage 
one another and build each other up, just as you are also doing.  
  

P    This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                                                                                             
C     Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
 
Alleluia and Verse 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel                                                                                                                         Matthew 25:1–13 
 
P    The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 
C     Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the 

bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish ones took their lamps, they did 
not take any oil with them; 4but the wise took oil in their containers with their lamps. 5While the bridegroom 
was delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him!’ 7Then all those virgins got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish ones said to the 
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil because our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise answered, ‘No, there may not be 
enough for us and for you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ 10But while they were 
away buying oil, the bridegroom came. Those who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet, and 
the door was shut. 11Later, the other virgins also came and said, ‘Lord, Lord, let us in.’ 12But he answered, ‘Amen 
I tell you: I do not know you.’ 13Therefore, keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sit 
 
Message Hymn 
515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 

1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 
    And let your lights appear; 
The evening is advancing, 
    And darker night is near. 
The Bridegroom is arising 
    And soon is drawing nigh. 
Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
    At midnight comes the cry. 

 



2 The watchers on the mountain 
    Proclaim the Bridegroom near; 
Go forth as He approaches 
    With alleluias clear. 
The marriage feast is waiting; 
    The gates wide open stand. 
Arise, O heirs of glory; 
    The Bridegroom is at hand. 

 
3 The saints, who here in patience 

    Their cross and suff’rings bore, 
Shall live and reign forever 
    When sorrow is no more. 
Around the throne of glory 
    The Lamb they shall behold; 
In triumph cast before Him 
    Their diadems of gold. 

 
4 Our hope and expectation, 

    O Jesus, now appear; 
Arise, O Sun so longed for, 
    O’er this benighted sphere. 
With hearts and hands uplifted, 
    We plead, O Lord, to see 
The day of earth’s redemption 
    That sets Your people free! 

Text: Public domain 
 

Message “What is the Day of the Lord?” 

 
Stand 
 
Prayers of the Church 

P. Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

Brief silence 
 

(Pastor will end each petition with "Lord, in Your mercy."                                                                                                              
We will invite the congregation to respond "hear our prayer.") 

 
Blessing (Benediction)                                      LSB 234  

P    The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  
C    Amen.  
 
(Internet livestreaming ends here) 

Sit 

Service of the Sacrament 

Stand 
 

Preface                                                  LSB 208  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 



C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on 
us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent 
Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death 
that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus)         LSB 208 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;  
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!  
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your 
only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
  
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, 
and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You 
promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-
giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
  
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us 
Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 



Peace of the Lord (Pax Domini) 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 

Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)        LSB 210 
C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 
    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
 
2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Sit 
 

Receiving the Lord’s Supper 
 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to 
those who come to receive, saying: 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your 
sins. 
Amen. 

 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart  in peace. 
C Amen. 

Stand 
 

Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)                               LSB 211 
C 1  O Lord, now let Your servant 

    Depart in heav’nly peace, 
    For I have seen the glory 
    Of Your redeeming grace: 
    A light to lead the Gentiles 
    Unto Your holy hill, 
    The glory of Your people, 
    Your chosen Israel. 
 
2  All glory to the Father, 
    All glory to the Son, 
    All glory to the Spirit, 
    Forever Three in One; 
    For as in the beginning, 
    Is now, shall ever be, 
    God’s triune name resounding 
    Through all eternity. 

 
Post-Communion Prayer 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



C Amen. 
 
Blessing (Benedicamus)                                        LSB 212 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Blessing (Benediction) 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn     
922 Go, My Children, with My Blessing sts. 1–4 

1 Go, My children, with My blessing, 
        Never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; 
        You are My own. 
    In My love’s baptismal river 
    I have made you Mine forever. 
Go, My children, with My blessing— 
        You are My own. 

 
2 Go, My children, sins forgiven, 

        At peace and pure. 
Here you learned how much I love you, 
        What I can cure. 
    Here you heard My dear Son’s story; 
    Here you touched Him, saw His glory. 
Go, My children, sins forgiven, 
        At peace and pure. 

 
3 Go, My children, fed and nourished, 

        Closer to Me; 
Grow in love and love by serving, 
        Joyful and free. 
    Here My Spirit’s power filled you; 
    Here His tender comfort stilled you. 
Go, My children, fed and nourished, 
        Joyful and free. 

 
4 I the Lord will bless and keep you 

        And give you peace; 
I the Lord will smile upon you 
        And give you peace: 
    I the Lord will be your Father, 
    Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 
Go, My children; I will keep you 
        And give you peace. 

Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005510 
 

Music for Reflection 
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Thank you for joining us this week! 

Following the service, please stay for coffee and fellowship. 

 

 

The CD ministry this week is sponsored by                                                   

Mahon and Janice Hemerley in memory of   loved ones. 

  

  

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        Thanksgiving Eve Vespers Service... 
                    this coming Wednesday evening at 6:30 pm.  

                      All are welcome to attend.  

Dear Members of St. John’s, 
 
I will be out of the office until at least November 29th due to having tested positive for COVID. Yes, I 
was vaccinated, but I have health problems which prevent me from properly building antibodies like 
normal people. It was always questionable whether or not the vaccine would work for me. 
 
The symptoms at the moment are leaving me fairly unwell, so for the next few days I will be doing 
the bare minimum. Hopefully by next week I can return to a somewhat more normal schedule, albeit 
from my couch. Please be merciful to Pastor Roser, as he will be picking up some of my necessary 
duties (printing and folding the bulletins, etc.) I will still be posting links for the full bulletin and 
readings on-line if you need to access those. 
 
For those wondering, my husband, Pastor Dan, tested negative for the virus, and while I’m 
quarantined, we’re maintaining separate living areas, as per the doctors’ instructions. He’s also 
taking some extra precautions. 
 
As for me, the breathing issues are much like having bronchitis and a really bad sinus infection at 
the same time. What I find most disconcerting is the loss of my senses of taste and smell. I’m 
praying that it’s temporary. 
 
I’m very sorry for the inconvenience. 
 
Please stay well and be careful, and God’s blessings. 
 
Berta Ingham Eddy (Your Administrative Assistant) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


