
LISA’s third mentorship seminar for its country leaders was held 
this past November 8–10 in Bangkok, Thailand. Participants took 
an in-depth and very practical look at Ephesians. We examined 
what God’s Word says to us about how we can better bring the 
Good News to our people and how we can train and prepare more 
workers in His service. This session was a very productive time of 
Bible study, prayer, training, fellowship, and encouragement.

Garuna wants to thank the Rev. Dr. Jack Preus (Apache Junction, AZ), 
the Executive Director of LISA, Rev. Kevin Kosberg (Cross of Christ 
Lutheran Church in Anthem, AZ) the leader of LISA’s Mentorship 
ministry, and the Rev. Steve Kosberg (Hosanna Lutheran Church in 
Mankato, MN) for leading the study of Ephesians. 

LISA was very pleased to welcome 23 leaders from eight di�erent 
countries to participate in this study and training event. In 
addition, LISA welcomed 10 visitors who attended the sessions 
because they are looking at ways to partner in this training 
ministry. Garuna is also very thankful for the kind donation 
that provided the support for this gathering from an individual 
who attended a previous mentorship training session. He was 
excited to see the impact of this training. Please keep this critical 
ministry and its work in your prayers.

Meet the Garuna Schools New 
Executive Director! 
Garuna is excited to introduce the new Executive 
Director of Garuna Schools, Mr. Chum Sam Veasna. Mr. 
Veasna was hired October 1, 2016 and has been busy 
ever since. He lives in Phnom Penh and comes from a 
background of business and non-pro�t work. Because 
of this varied background, he is very valuable to the 
Garuna Schools as he helps us create systems and 
operational procedures to keep pace with our rapid 
growth. He comes to Garuna with a background as CEO 
of a construction �rm, a leader in World Vision’s Vision 
Fund (micro�nance), and a family landscaping business. 
He joins us at the perfect time to help with the building 
of our Garuna Schools. He will be managing the Garuna 
School ministries including its sta� and programs. 
He is excited to join Garuna because of his passion 
for education and advancement for the Cambodian 
people. His great interest is in helping develop self-
sustainability as the Garuna School system expands and 
grows as a Christian outreach in a country so open to 
the Gospel, yet with so few Christians. Please keep Mr. 
Veasna in your prayers as he begins his new post.

Garuna Schools Planning Meeting 
For the �rst time ever, representatives from the various 
Garuna Schools joined in Phnom Penh with Chum Sam 
Veasna, our new executive director, and Pastor Je� 
and Cheryl Ehlers (Garuna USA) to talk about vision 
and ministry for the future. The pastors, principals, 
deaconesses, and village chiefs joined together. 

What did we learn? 1) The village chiefs are very 
welcoming of the Garuna Schools in their communities; 
2) The Garuna Schools have full freedom to teach Bible 
lessons while reinforcing other subject areas; 3) The 
community families say that they love to send their 
children to our schools. 4) The teachers in the schools 
are looking forward to our summer mission trip to work 
on teacher training with American Lutheran teachers.

The goal of this meeting was to continue to standardize 
operations of the Garuna Schools in each village, to share 
ideas and support, and to discuss plans for the schools. 
Please keep the Garuna Schools ministry in your prayers. 

updateGaruna Schools & Garuna Kids

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, 
would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and 
take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.” ( John 14:1–3 NIV)

LISA Mentorship seminar attendees in Bangkok. LISA Mentorship 
seminar attendees in Bangkok come from many areas of Thailand, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Myanmar, and other countries in the region.

Mr. Veasna leads a training session at the Garuna Schools event in Phnom Penh.

Tbung Khmum Garuna School principal, pastor, deaconess, 
and teacher work on plans for their school.

Mr. Veasna leads a training session at the Garuna Schools event in Phnom Penh.

Mr. Veasna (standing) is shown giving counsel to Pastor Hai and his team (Garuna 
School in Kampong Chnnang) at the recent Garuna School’s training session.

A teacher training trip is always a fun time as our American team �nds time to train, 
but also to play with Garuna Kids and the Garuna School faculty members.

summerMission Trip
Plans are underway to send a group of teachers from 
various LCMS schools in the USA to help lead training 
for the Cambodian Garuna School teachers this 
summer. The goal is to include teachers from a number 
of di�erent LCMS schools in the states to help the 
Cambodian teachers. In addition, it is fun to encourage 
collaboration among American LCMS schools as we 
travel together and share ideas for our own classrooms. 
If your school is interested in this kind of program, 
please contact the Garuna Foundation.

leavinga Legacy
During the past year, the Garuna Foundation has mourned 
the loss of four of its founders and/or wives of the original 
Garuna board. Back in 2001 when the ministry was a mere 
idea, several very mission-minded couples rallied behind 
the creation of the Garuna Foundation, trusting in God’s 
leading for an opportunity to reach those in Southeast Asia 
who had never heard about Jesus. We honor their memory, 
their legacy, and their strong faith as we rejoice that they 
are now with Jesus to greet those Asian friends who will 
experience eternal life because of the working of God’s 
Holy Spirit through His Word made tangible by the love, 
trust, and support shared by these believers. 

Jim Bode 
Union City, GA, 

Founding 
board member, 

(d. June 13, 2016)

June Sercer 
Tucson, AZ, 

Wife of founding 
board member 

(d. July 12, 2016)

John Sercer 
Tucson, AZ, 
Founding 

board member 
(d. Aug. 10, 2016)

Florence Holthus 
Cincinnati, OH, 

Wife of founding 
board member Mr. 

B.E. Holthus 
(d. Nov. 22, 2016)

Please Keep in Your Prayers …
• LISA’s ministry: Students, leaders, and training ministry
•  Garuna Schools & Garuna Kids: The leadership, 
principals, sta�, students, Garuna Kids and their families

•  National Lutheran Churches: Their leaders, sta�, 
members & outreach e�orts

•  Garuna’s leadership, partners, and expansion e�orts
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