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President’s Letter
HAPPY SPRING! It sure is arriving slowly but none
the less it is on its way. With the daffodils,
aconites, spring beauties, and crocuses slowly
waking up and robins romping around in our
backyards, we know that warmer days are ahead.
Spring is all about new beginnings and our Garden
Club continues to grow and participate in new
endeavors. At our breakfast meeting in March, I
met more new members who are just delightful
and eager to participate. With our new projects-MAMGC scholarship, Penny Pines and Prairie Pals-I think we have many opportunities for new and
long-standing members to get involved this spring.
Speaking of involvement, Art in Bloom will be in its
full glory in less than 2 weeks. Hopefully you all
have signed up for a shift sometime during the four
days. Sandy Ruesink, Sandy Pike and Jolene Reck
have been very busy getting all their slots filled.
They still have openings, so you are not too late to
find a time.
Something new this year at AIB, is “Cocktails in
Bloom.” All Garden Club members are invited to
attend on Thursday, from 5-8 pm. This is when the
floral designers get to celebrate with their family
and friends and awards will be handed out that
night. There will be a cash bar with all club
members receiving one free drink.
Hope to see you all at Art in Bloom wearing your
bright yellow aprons.
Fondly, Lilly

Mark Your Calendar

April 12 – 15

ART IN BLOOM
and

MAMGC ONLINE AUCTION

April 30 – May 4
Oregon Odyssey

May 14
New Member Social

May 31 – June 2
Habitat for Humanity
Plant Share

June 15
Annual Meeting
Details in May Newsletter

June 27

Havenwoods State
Forest Tour
Details in May Newsletter

ART IN BLOOM AUCTION
GOES ONLINE
Opens Thursday morning, April 12 and closes Sunday, April 15 7:00 PM
Check mam.org/bloom under “Silent Auction” for a link to bid on line.
Thanks to our hard-working Auction Committee and generous garden club members,
we have some very exciting items for our auction.

• Signed Green Bay Packer Football
• Milwaukee Bucks Tickets for Next Season in The New Arena
• VIP Brewer Package – Tickets, Parking Pass and Lots of Extras

• Cubs VS. Brewers Tickets – Great Seats Near Cubs Dugout
• Unique Experiences Like: A Lake Geneva Boat Ride & Lunch,
Guided Fly Fishing Day, Escape Room Adventure,
Memberships, Beauty Packages, Restaurant Gift Cards, Wine
Tastings, Theater Tickets, Local Tours, And Much More

Many Bidders are needed for a successful auction. We hope each
of you will help us Spread the Word by posting auction information
on Facebook, tweeting, texting, calling, emailing and talking it up.
Please come see us at the AIB auction table and remember to make
lots of bids online.
The proceeds from our major fund raiser support MAMGC community outreach projects,
programs, events and the Milwaukee Art Museum.
Char Schulze, Auction Chair

ART IN BLOOM VOLUNTEER INFORMATION
Thank you to everyone who volunteered for Art in Bloom. The spreadsheet listing all the assignments
will be sent to you on April 5, 2018. Please review it carefully and make sure all your shifts are marked
on your calendar. We still need volunteers for some shifts on Saturday and Sunday, especially
Bookworm Garden from 10-5 each day. If you can help out, call or email Sandy Ruesink at (414-5502527) sandyaib2018@gmail.com
Remember to wear your yellow apron and check in 15 minutes prior to your start time in the Calatrava
Suite. Remember to lock your purse in your car, there is no secure place to store it at MAM. Water,
coffee and snacks will be provided. If you'd like to bring some goodies to share with your fellow
volunteers, it will be much appreciated.
Traffic around the museum will be heavy and parking will be at a premium. Best bet is the O'Donnell
Parking Structure directly across from MAM or valet parking for a fee. See you at AIB and thanks again to
all the volunteers who make this event a huge success for the museum and the Garden Club.
Any questions or schedule changes, call Sandy Ruesink at 414-550-2527
AIB Volunteer Committee: Sandra Ruesink, Sandy Pike and Jolene Rusk

Prairie Pals at Lakeshore State Park
Would you like to help with a great project planting and caring (minimal time needed) for a
prairie area at Lakeshore State park? This 22-acre Wisconsin Park is located on the shores of Lake
Michigan in downtown Milwaukee. Our MAM Garden Club has donated funds for prairie grasses and
Wisconsin native plants to be planted in a section of the Gathering Circle in the park. This Gathering
Circle is used extensively as an outdoor classroom for educational programs for children and adults.
This initial planting will be on a specific date between April 25th and May 4th, 2018 but the exact date
has not yet been determined.
An additional opportunity would be to become a Prairie Pal. We would like 4 or 5 members to come for
2 hours once every 2 weeks to help with weeding/deadheading to ensure we catch the invasives early
and prevent them from spreading. The two Lakeshore Park Naturalists in charge will be guiding us
throughout this project. If we have plenty of volunteers, then your commitment of time might be less.
Please consider joining us in this fun and very worthwhile project.
If you would like to help, please join the Landscape Design Committee in giving these plants a loving start.
Please contact Judy Gilroy: jdgilroy47@wi.rr.com

Monday, May 14, 2018
1:15 PM GATHERING TIME
1:30 PM MEETING AND SOCIAL

New and Prospective Members
MEMBERSHIP SOCIAL
New and prospective members join current club
members for coffee, tea and sweets to socialize and
learn about the Milwaukee Art Museum Garden Club.
Photography exhibits will feature highlights of the year.
Event Location: Milwaukee Art Museum
Meeting and Social: Café Calatrava

Please respond to your Eventbrite invitation.
Deadline is May 4. Space is limited.
Members must have a reservation to attend.
If you have friends interested in Joining the Garden Club,
Please send their name and contact information to
Jan Blooming, Membership Chair.

All invitations for prospective members
must go through Jan.
bloomingj@hotmail.com or 414-541-8834
Sponsored by the
Membership and Photography Committees

HABITAT FOR HUMANITITY
ANNUAL PLANT SHARE
Sponsored by the Milwaukee District Garden Clubs
Our club members will have opportunities to participate in this
event in several ways.
You can share or donate items for the plant share including trees,
shrubs, perennials, annuals, and houseplants; new or used
garden tools; new or used outdoor containers and accessories;
recycled cardboard or plastic trays from nurseries to transfer
plants to new owners; and garden books.
Volunteers will be needed at the site located at 3726 N. Booth St.
for:
Thursday, May 31st and Friday, June 1st from 9am to noon to
sort, arrange, and label plants.
Saturday, June 2nd from 9am to noon to help with selection of
plants and accessories for the Habitat for Humanity participants
at the plant share.
Due to its beneficial teaching element and popularity last year,
our club will once again have a separate table at this event to
assist participants in creating container gardens.

Connie Sandell, MAMGC Plant Share Chair
& Judy Newman, President of the
Elmbrook Garden Club arrange plants for
HFH homeowners.

Please think about donating plants and garden accessories and
sharing your knowledge, your time, and your energy. Further
details and instructions for volunteer sign up will follow in the
May newsletter.
Thanks for your consideration,
Connie Sandell, MAMGC coordinator for Habitat for Humanity activity

$1,000 MAMGC SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE
Milwaukee Art Museum Garden Club is offering its scholarship opportunity to students at colleges and
universities in Wisconsin offering degrees in horticulture, landscape design and environmental studies.
The scholarship may be applied for by students who have completed their freshman year and are
working towards these degrees and career opportunities.
If you know a student eligible for the scholarship, please share this information and direct them to our
website: mamgardenclub.org. Click on “projects” to download the form, which include submission
directions. Complete applications and reference letters are due by June 15, 2018.
Scholarship Committee: Charlotte Castleberry, Lynda Curl and Nicholas Lemus

MAMGC Board of Directors
The Board of Directors met on March 13, 2018.
Lilly Harris, President, chaired the meeting.
KEY POINTS
Secretary’s Report – Carmel Liberman – approved.
Treasurer’s Report/Eventbrite - Joann Speca – reported we used
Eventbrite for the March meeting and had 61 people register on
line. A check was generated by Eventbrite and sent directly to the
Art Museum for credit to the garden club account. It was agreed
that Eventbrite will be used for all events. A wait list can be
generated by Eventbrite.
Social – Julianne Salamone – reviewed the Membership Social on
May 14. An Eventbrite invitation will be sent to members and the
Membership Committee will call prospective members. Names of
prospective members will be sent by Jan Blooming to Nancy Cody,
who will send an invitation. A list of acceptances will be generated
and sent to Jan Blooming for nametag preparation. Julianne
suggested a “no show” fee for next year’s event.
Membership - Jan Blooming – Three new members will be
introduced and given their yellow aprons at the next general
meeting.
Horticulture – Nicholas Lemus – reviewed the upcoming events:
June 15 at Nature’s Classroom Institute & Montessori School in
Mukwonago and the Down & Dirty tour at Havenwoods on June
27.
Scholarship – Nicholas Lemus – indicated applications have been
sent to 26 private colleges in Wisconsin. This is a merit-based
scholarship of $1,000. Applications are due June 15. Information
will be included in the newsletter referring people to the club’s
website.
Landscape – Judy Gilroy – shared the Plant a Prairie for Education
at Lakeshore State Park. A $700 donation will be made for the
purchase of plants. Volunteers will be needed for the planting and
Prairie Pals will commit to weeding every two weeks.
Art in Bloom Silent Auction – Char Schulze – showed the new
signs which will be placed on easels on both ends of the Silent
Auction table. Many great items have been secured for the
auction, including several tickets for sporting events. Education
Booth – Nancy Cody reviewed plans for the booth which will focus
on plants that grow in Wisconsin.
Newsletter – Ruby Kerr – deadline for the May issue is April 26th.
Photography – Sabrina Bryant – Encouraged members to take
photos at all events and send them to Dropbox. The user id for the
photo sharing “Dropbox” is mamgardenclub700@yahoo.com;
password is “Calatravarose.” Sabrina gave a tutorial on the use of
the tool.
(Summary Prepared by Ruby Kerr)

Summary prepared by Ruby Kerr, Communications
Secretary/Newsletter Editor.

Welcome New
Members
Estelle Felber
10314 N. Charter Mall
Mequon, WI 53092-5403
262-236-4017
efelber@sbcglobal.net
Robert Mitchell
(prefers Mitch)
W289 N1336 Elmhurst Rd.
Waukesha, WI 53188-9404
262-646-2842, 262-3706023 cell
rjmitch1336@yahoo.com
Christine Raz
10120 W. Forest Home
Avenue
Hales Corners, WI 53130
cns@ideas2.biz
414-617-1124
Sarah Marie Streed
3223 N. Lake Drive
Milwaukee, WI53211
414-335-5744
smstreed@sbcglobal.net
Mary Washburne
9070 N. Range Line Road
River Hills, WI 53217
262-501-6628
mwashbur@me.com

FYI (Items of Interest)
Bird & Wildflower Walks Led by Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources. All are free and
open to the public. Dress for the weather.
RSVP to: Dianne Robinson Wildlife Educator (262) 4249827 or Dianne.Robinson@Wisconsin.gov
Tuesday, May 8, 9:00-11:00 AM
Spring Birding Hike at New Munster Wildlife Area in
Kenosha County. Free and open to everyone (from
avid bird geeks to beginners).
Friday, May 11, 8:30-11:30 AM
Spring Birding Hike at Havenwoods State Forest in
Milwaukee County.
Saturday, May 19, 9:30-11:30 AM
Spring Flower Hike. Join the DNR Staff at Vernon
Marsh Wildlife Area in Waukesha to search for spring
flowers.
Wednesday, May 23, 9:00-11:00 AM
Spring Flower Hike. Woodland wildflowers are
beginning to bloom. Join the hike at Theresa Marsh
Wildlife Area in Washington County.
(Submitted by Nancy Cody)

SAVE THE DATE -

MORNING OF

JUNE 27 FOR A NEW GARDEN CLUB EVENT:

EXPLORATION OF HAVENSWOODS STATE FOREST
AND EDUCATION CENTER
Havenswoods State Forest is an open green space of
237 acres in the city of Milwaukee located one block
West of Sherman Boulevard on Douglas Avenue. Join
us in learning about its interesting history and its
education center and recreational opportunities. The
morning will include a continental breakfast featuring
homemade goodies, an introductory talk, and a
guided nature walk. The cost will be $10, and guests
are also welcome. More details will be forthcoming in
the May newsletter.
This is a Down and Dirty event sponsored by the
Horticulture Committee.
(Submitted by Connie Sandell)

FYI (Items of Interest)
Saturday & Sunday May 12 & 13, 9:00 AM- 3:30 PM
Wehr Nature Center Native Plant Sale
Nursery grown native wildflowers will be sold in 4-inch
pots. This is a popular sale, so come early for the best
selections. Pre Order Form: You can fill out a preorder form which will help assure (but not guarantee)
your selections ahead of time. View and download
order form. Payment accepted at the time of pick-up
only. The form must be RECEIVED by April 25th. Bring
it to the Nature Center or send it to
Carol Howard by one of the following methods: Mail:
Wehr Nature Center, 9701 W. College Ave, Franklin,
WI 53132 or Email: carol.howard@ces.uwex.edu
(Submitted by Brenda Rosin-Schaff)

More FYI (Items of Interest)
Sponsored by Shady Lane Greenhouse in
Menomonee Falls. W172N7388 Shady Lane
Menomonee Falls, WI 53051
Their website is:
http://www.shadylanegreenhouse.com
If you have questions, call at 262-251-1660.
Directions: from Pilgrim Road, go west on Good Hope
Road 1.2 miles (or 7 miles west of Hwy 45), then turn
north on Shady Lane.
Saturday, May 5, 10:00 AM-4 PM
Spring Train Jamboree brings train lovers in to enjoy
the Midwest’s largest G-Scale model indoor railroad
display. The Whistle Stop Café will offer tasty treats,
and kids can “Plant some Love for Mom” while
enjoying activities and entertainment.
Saturday, May 12, 10:00-4:00 PM
Mommy’s Market is a day to celebrate! It includes
dozens of local vendors with handmade soaps, lotions,
jewelry, garden art, and all things birds and bees. The
Whistle Stop Café will be open, and the “Mom Zone”
will be ready for relaxation.
Saturday, May 19, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Kitchen Garden Gala is the day for all things edible!
Join Dr. Patti Nagai and learn more about growing
vegetables in containers and trying new selections of
edibles in your garden. Heirloom tomato, pepper and
eggplants will be for sale, along with a full selection of
plants and seeds specifically for growing in containers.
Learn how easy it is to grow your own kitchen garden.
(Submitted by Lilly Harris)

Friendship Through Flowers Ikebana Workshop
On March 6, 2018 Laurie Wareham, assisted by Cindy Hom, led the group in a “very special way at
looking at floral design” in the Ikebana Workshop, with step by step instructions showing us how to
create a Moribana Upright Form. Despite some initial doubts of our abilities, everyone created beautiful
arrangements and thoroughly enjoyed the workshop.

Jeanne Selep’s Calla Lily
creation

Laurie Wareham, our Associate Master,
instructs us in the art of Ikebana

Brenda Rosin-Schaff & Barb Costanza

Invaluable helpers: Catherine Dhein, Carmel
Liberman & Pat Ellingson

Linda Drake & the other students
hard at work
Andrea Bryant, Barb Mann McGinnis &
Mary Terese Duffy

Debra Miller’s Bird of
Paradise Moribana

Cindy Hom instructs
Lori Couture

On March 15, 2018 a business meeting was held, where Jan Blooming presented yellow aprons to new
members Idy Goodman, Christine Raz and Sarah Marie Streed. Lilly Harris reviewed the new project for
Lakeshore Park, called “Prairie Pals” and discussed Art in Bloom. The sign-up sheet for AIB volunteers
was passed around and Sandy Ruesink thanked the volunteers. Char Schulze shared the exciting
donations for the Silent Auction. Annette Mickelson, our historian, asked members to furnish her with
historical MAMGC memorabilia, especially anything prior to 1949. Sabrina Bryant, Photography
Chairman, shared her favorite plant, the Rose of Sharon Bluebird. We enjoyed a delicious continental
breakfast, with bird-themed centerpieces furnished by Nancy Cody. This was followed by the
“Birdscaping in the Midwest” presentation by Mariette Nowak.

Closeup of centerpieces created by
Nancy Cody
The healthy part of our
continental breakfast

Sabrina Bryant discusses the “Rose of
Sharon Bluebird”

Mariette’s informative
book

Mariette Nowak
autographs her book

Mariette Nowak suggests we join “Wild Ones” which
promotes environmentally sound landscaping practices
and education programs, field trips, garden support &
advice. See their website for information and to join:
http: www.wildones.org

Guest Judy Dollhausen, guest Mary Horst, Laeh McHenry &
Denise Brown enjoy the breakfast

How to Support Birds
• Plant native plants, save
prairies & reduce lawn size.
Remember, cats are invasive
too.
• Offer food to birds: plants
that bloom & fruit from spring
to fall & provide nesting sites.
• Have a water feature,
preferably a dripping one.
From Mariette Nowak’s
3/15/2018 Presentation

Lori Couture, Nancy Desjardins, Laurie Wareham & JoAnn Kauth

Judy Hoffman, Judy Koch & Maureen Baumann

Linda Drake, Carole Kincaid, Nancy Cody &
Barb Ryan

New members Christine Raz & Sarah Marie Streed visit with
Charlotte Castleberry & Cindy Mestan

American Road Trip
More than 20 club members attended the "American Road Trip" docent-led photo exhibit at the MAM
on Wednesday, March 21st. Our docents: Jonas and Rhonda were passionate guides through a
fascinating exploration of life in the 50's, 60's and 70's. As is the point of photography, specific
moments of time were captured, but the artistic expression of the various photographers exhibited and
the stories they tried to convey of life at this time elevated these images to art.
Many people made a point of telling me how much they enjoyed this exhibit and the opportunity to
learn a little bit of history from our knowledgeable guides. As the museum continues to put on these
great photo exhibits, the photography committee will continue to bring them to the membership!
Sabrina Bryant, Photo Committee Chair

Beginning of the tour

Members listen to the docents as they review the photos

(photo by Sabrina Bryant)

(photo by Sabrina Bryant)

MAMGC NEWS
A monthly publication of MILWAUKEE ART MUSEUM GARDEN CLUB
Thank you to the following for their contributions and assistance: Jan Blooming, Sabrina Bryant, Charlotte
Castleberry, Nancy Cody, Judy Gilroy, Lilly Harris, Nick Lemus, Carmel Liberman, Laeh McHenry, Brenda RosinSchaff, Sandra Ruesink, Julianne Salamone, Connie Sandell, Phyllis Scharner, Char Schulze and Joann Speca.
Ruby Kerr, Editor

Please send information and photos for the Newsletter to:
rubyckerr@gmail.com
414-224-1457 Cell 414-217-7196
Deadline for the May Issue: April 26, 2018
Photo Buffs, please take photos at all events and send them to Sabrina and Ruby.

