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It has been a trying and difficult several months,
but it’s times like these that remind me how
lucky we are to live in a community where people
step in to help others and find the way to be a
bright light in a dark time.
I cannot begin to list the multitude of ways people and businesses have jumped at the chance to
assist in these unprecedented events, but I would
like to acknowledge a few.
Our Emergency Response Team worked with a
task force that included hospital staff, local doctors, local pharmacists and community members.
This task force continues to provide information
to the public about how to stay safe during the
pandemic and the reopening of our community. I
so appreciate their sacrifices and expertise as
they have unselfishly served as our front line of
defense.
Proving that great things can come in small
packages, a small group of individuals teamed up
and provided a blessing box. The blessing box
contained various essential items that may have
been hard to find for some people. Community
members were simply asked to take what they
needed and to leave the rest for others. This is
another example of the caring spirit of Garnett in
action.
The Garnett Public Library went out of its way
to help people access library resources. Although
they couldn’t open the library doors, they found
ways to bring the library to the patrons. They
provided curbside pickup and continued to use
the drop off box to return items. They even live
streamed Storytime on Tuesday for the old and
young. One of the greatest activities was “16
Books”: sixteen books escaped The Garnett Public Library and they had a message for their finders. Community members were asked to find all
16 books around town and on the Prairie Spirit
Rail Trail. Such ingenuity helped engage young

and old and gave them a reason to get out and
around our community.
The parents of the ACHS Senior Class of 2020,
with the amazing assistance of Rockers Photography and Miller
Hardware, created
the picture banner
project on 4th Avenue. A senior parade
was also organized
including a fire
department and police department escort, motorcycle group and featured Everett Cox providing music on the Kirk House porch. Not knowing
if ACHS seniors would have a graduation ceremony, Susan Wettstein created a tribute video that
was shown on the City’s Facebook page at 2:00
p.m. on Sunday, May 10th, the time and day graduation would have taken place. While nothing
will replace the originally planned ceremony, the
parents and community made sure it was still a
memorable salute to our graduating seniors.
The ACDA board along with the Chamber board
provided a community Give Back program which
has had a tremendous impact on local businesses.
While businesses were closed, customers were
urged to purchase gift cards to provide a source
of revenue during the shutdown. Finding a way
to help others like this is the epitome of the Garnett caring spirit.
Due to COVID-19 and the economic devastation
it put on our local businesses, Julie Wettstein,
Jerry Howarter and Julie Turnipseed worked
quickly and diligently to write a grant that would
award local businesses some relief. In June, the
State of Kansas Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG-CV) program awarded the City of
Garnett $132,000, and Anderson County
$132,000 through the Coronavirus Aid, Relieve
and Economic Security (CARES) Act. The Main
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From the City Commission continued...
objective of these funds is for job retention; however, these
funds can be used for inventory, wages, utilities and everyday
expenses. We are asking businesses in Garnett and Anderson
County to fill out a survey to determine if they will qualify for
these grant funds. After receiving all the surveys, the determination of how to allocate the funds will be made by the City of
Garnett and Anderson County based on the number of surveys
returned.
During Memorial weekend on Saturday, May 23rd, with a stay
at home order still in place, Troy Hart organized an Honor Ride
to show respect to the Garnett Remembers patriotic banner
honorees. The motorcycle ride consisted of members and guests
of the American Legion Riders Chapter 156. Their honor route
took them through the parking lots of Guest Homes Estates, Anderson County Hospital Residential Living Center, and Parkview
Heights Living Center.
On Monday, May 25th, at 10:00a.m. with the cancellation of our
public Memorial Day ceremony, Clarence Hermann (VFW), Pastor Jonathan Hall of the Church of the Nazarene, and Sarah
Mader (trumpetier) met at the Garnett Municipal Cemetery and
provided a simple ceremony with gun salute and Taps. Chelsey
D’Albini provided a video of a story that tied an earlier pandemic to soldiers buried in our cemetery. Susan Wettstein captured
this ceremony along with Chelsey’s clip and created a video that
was shown on the City’s website.
Parkview Heights Living Center has provided iPads and the use
of Facetime to help their residents connect with families. Families can also visit with residents through windows and leave
goodies for them in the office. The staff provides singing in the
hallways, hallway BINGO, and lots of one-on-one time with the
residents. To change things up, the staff has also brought in Sonic, DQ, and Pizza Hut to provide special treats. The residents also
enjoy spending time outside when the weather cooperates. Even though they may be in isolation from their family
members, the staff works diligently to make sure they are not
lonely.
From graduates to gift cards, from blessing boxes to hallway
BINGO, the citizens of Garnett have risen to the challenges these
months have dealt us. They looked for ways to care for each
other even when faced with social distancing and quarantines. It is because of actions like these, and those of unsung
heroes, that I am so proud to call Garnett my home. Garnett,
we’ve got this.
God Bless Our Community,
Jody Cole
Commissioner

From the City Manager...
Thank you all for bearing with us
through these past few, extremely
challenging months! As we transition
back to the norm, I would like to recognize the tremendous patience and
understanding all of you have shown
during the COVID-19 pandemic outbreak. From shifting our City Commission meetings to Zoom, to closing most
of our offices, you stood by us with
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support. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank each
and every City employee. Our staff went above and beyond to
ensure the safety of our customers while still providing excellent essential services. Thank you to J.D. Mersman and the Anderson County COVID-19 Task Force for making – and continuing to make – incredibly tough decisions throughout the pandemic. As a community, we should be proud!
With the ever-changing COVID situation, we will continue to
have schedule and activity changes. I encourage everyone to
follow the various Facebook pages for our facilities:
• Garnett Recreation Center (@garnettrec)
• Garnett Public Library (@garnettpubliclibrary)
• Garnett, Kansas (@garnettks)
If you are a patron of our wonderful parks for camping services, expect changes to the reservation process soon. Our
camping reservations have increased drastically over the past
few years and staff has worked diligently to find a better alternative for our campers. It is our hopes to roll these new procedures out after this year’s camping season has ended, around
November. Follow our Facebook page, Garnett Kansas, for updates and changes as we transition to an all internet-based process. You can also find “All things Garnett” on our website,
www.simplygarnett.com.
On another recreational topic, if you like to ride an ATV or dirt
bike on our trails at the reservoir, please make sure you stop by
City Hall and obtain a permit. UTV’s and other street legal vehicles do not need to obtain a permit; however, all motorized, non
-street legal vehicles do. This is only for the trails at the Cedar
Valley Reservoir as no such vehicles are allowed at other City
parks.
I know many of you have been significantly impacted by the
economic shutdown and hopefully you have been able to find a
way to recover and return to your normal life as much as possible. I would like to thank those businesses who were able to
find a way to keep their staff employed and our community safe
throughout the outbreak and shutdown. While our unemployment rate has risen significantly, due to the compassion, determination, and ingenuity of our local businesses, Anderson County has been able to weather the shutdown and has the lowest
unemployment rate for the last couple of months (as reported
for April and May) in Eastern Kansas.
If your business is in need of assistance, please call Julie Turnipseed, our Director of Economic Development. We have multiple economic development programs, including grants and lowinterest loans available for those in need and who meet certain
qualifications.
We have two employees who have recently retired. Fire Chief
and Code Enforcement Officer, Pat Tate, retired on June 1. I
would like to thank Pat for his 30+ years of dedicated service to
the City of Garnett. I wish you and Sandy the best in your travels!
Building and Zoning Officer, Gary Giczewski retired on June 30.
I would also like to thank Gary for his upbeat attitude here at
the office (and for the donuts). Wishing you and Heather health
and happiness!
Thank all of you for being a part of and making Garnett the
most wonderful place to call home. Thank you all again for the
opportunity to serve Garnett as your City Manager.
Sincerely,
Christopher T. Weiner
City Manager

From the Building Codes and Zoning Desk...
The City of Garnett is
striving to maintain a
high standard for the
quality of life for our residents. Poor property
maintenance effects our
environment, safety and
property values. Every
citizen and landlord has
a responsibility to keep residential, commercial and rental
properties clean, attractive and safe. It’s all for the good of our
community.
It is that time of year again to help yourself and your utility
bill by checking weatherization around your home or business,
and make sure to check that your cooling system is in proper
operating condition. A weatherized home or business will be
healthier, safer and more comfortable for living and working.
As our temperatures are heating up, children are wanting to
cool down by a swim in a pool. Unfortunately, our City pool
may remain closed this season due to COVID 19, so folks are
inquiring about rules and regulations to have one in their backyard. Briefly, a swimming pool and fence permit is required
along with a 10 ft. setback from your property lines. Further
information regarding pools and permit applications are
available on the Zoning page of our City website at
www.simplygarnett.com, or you can call City Hall if you have
any other questions.
On a final note, I would like to announce my retirement as
your City Building, Zoning and Code Enforcement Officer as of
June 30, 2020. I wish to thank my fellow City teammates, for
their help and support during my time here and all the contractors who I have enjoyed working with during my tenure with
the City. To everyone in our community, I know that whoever
is to follow in this position will provide you with respect and
knowledgeable service for whatever your need, and as I look
forward to a new chapter in my life, I offer my assistance
through the completion of this transition.
I wish you all a safe, healthy, and happy summer!
Sincerely,
Gary Giczewski

From the Office of Economic Development...
COVID-19 has brought on a rise in unemployment. It is even
more important now that we make available the ACT Work
Ready WorkKeys testing. Anderson Counties unemployment
rate in May 2020 was 6.5%. That is up from 2.8% in March.
However, Anderson County had the lowest unemployment rate
in Southeast Kansas in May.
The ACT WorkKeys National Career Readiness Certificate,
earned by individuals, is matched with a demand for ACT
WorkKeys NCRC from employers who either recognize or recommend the credential. Anderson County currently has 17
employers that either recognize or recommend the test. The
test is applicable to high school students, unemployed persons
as well as those that are currently employed.
Earning an ACT WorkKeys NCRC can be the first stop on a successful career pathway and be a compliment to other certificates earned. The certificate verifies a person’s skill level for
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potential employers and demonstrates their commitment to
success. To improve one’s skills, easy-to-access skills gap
training is also available. All of this adds up to a competitive
advantage, better job, and brighter future.
The ACT WorkKeys has four certificate differentiate skill levels among individuals. Higher levels of certificates signify
readiness for a wider range of jobs. Certificates are issued to
individuals who successfully complete three work-related assessments and achieve a level of 3 or above in each. The three
assessments are Applied Math, Graphic Literacy and Workplace documents. Awards are at four levels, Bronze, a score of
3 or above; Silver requires a minimum score of 4 or above;
Gold requires minimum scores of 5 or above, and Platinum
requires a minimum score of 6 or above.
It can be tough for employers to find the right employees.
This test helps to take the guesswork out of finding workers
with the right skill set. The KansasWorks Mobile Career Van
will hopefully be returning soon to Garnett. It is scheduled for
the third Wednesday of each month to be parked in front of the
KSU Research and Extension Office at 109 North Oak Street,
across from the Anderson County Courthouse. If you are interested in learning more about the ACT WorkKeys test or the
mobile career unit, please contact me.

Morning Mingle continues to meet monthly on the second
Friday of each month at 8 a.m. at Monroe 816, 105 East 4th Avenue. This business networking group continually looks for
ways to grow your business and help the community thrive. All
brick and mortar businesses are welcome to join the meeting.
There is no registration or membership involved. Just join us
on the second Friday and you will learn new social media tips,
about cross promotion of businesses and what is the next business promotion while networking with your business neighbors and friends.
The State of Kansas was awarded $9,029,815 as part of the
Community Development Block Grant -CV (CDBG-CV) program from the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security
(CARES) Act. The funds were made available for a city or a
county in the State of Kansas. All cities and counties were eligible to apply, except for those who are entitlement cities and
counties. There are 7 cities and 1 county that fall into this category. That would leave 593 communities and 104 counties
eligible to apply. The City of Garnett and Anderson County
worked together to apply for the funding with the help of the
Southeast Kansas Regional Planning Commission. The great
news is that the City and the County both were awarded
$132,000 each. I hope by now you have seen information about
Continued on page 4
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Economic Development ...continued from page 3
these funds. They are available to business up to 50 employees.
The main objective of these funds is for job retention and over
51 percent of employees must meet the Low to Moderate Income rate. You can find the LMI scale for household income at
www.simplygarnett.com or by calling my office at City Hall.
Eligible activities for the grant funds are working capital which
include wages (as long as you did not receive PPP funds), inventory needed to reopen your business, utilities, and everyday
expenses.
If you are interested in applying for the funds, please contact
Julie Wettstein at the Anderson County Clerk’s Office 785-4486841 or myself. The plan is to keep the grant open until all
funds are utilized.
For information on any of these programs or if you have questions about economic development, or doing business in Anderson County, please call me at 785-448-5496, extension 5, email:
julie@garnettks.net.
Sincerely,
Julie Turnipseed
ACDA Director,
Garnett/Anderson County Economic Development

Time to Connect with Garnett Rec
There is no better time than now to get to know your local
recreation center. Today is the day to experience the Garnett
Recreation Goppert Wellness Center. Whether you visit the facility in person or online. The RecDesk website and membership
portal can be accessed by visiting www.garnettrec.com (Small
URL for www.garnettrecreation.recdesk.com). Click around and
see what programs and activities are being offered.
Due to Covid-19, the Recreation Department has had to make
several adjustments. Because fitness is important to everyone,
no matter your age, new activities have been implemented. In
lieu of baseball and softball being cancelled, staff has hosted
Field Day Clinics and Sandlot Baseball. For adults looking for
organized sports, Pickleball League, Sand Volleyball and Coed
Softball League has been offered. Personal Training, Yoga and
other individual classes are underway. Planning is currently in
progress for activities and programs for the fall and winter
months.
Membership to the Garnett Rec allows members to access the
recreation center anytime of the day or night. New and coming
soon are the options to reserve city shelters, campsites, ballfields, and swimming pool facilities. To speak to recreation staff,
please call the Garnett Rec during regular business hours at
785.448.3023. Also, follow updates posted on the City of Garnett Recreation Center Facebook page.
Remember, there is no better time to connect with the Garnett
Rec than today!

Giving Back, Looking Forward, By Kris Hix
If you have been watching our social media and visiting our
websites, you are aware, and hopefully participating, in the
Community Give Back Program. The idea of a rewards program
came from Commissioner Greg Gwin when the COVID-19 pandemic was followed by a stay at home order by the governor,
and businesses were blindsided by a shutdown. ACDA, Anderson County Development Agency for the City
and County, partnered with the GACC, Garnett Area Chamber of Commerce to fund this
program; both entities providing $2,000
each, $4,000 total.
The Community Give Back Program is simple. You support the businesses on “the list”.
Be sure to keep your receipts! Download the
Community Give Back Program form from
either the Chamber or City website. Fill out
the form, attach your receipts and bring it to
my office. For every $100 in receipts (up to
$300 at one time) you will receive $10 in
“Chamber Bucks”. Chamber Bucks are like
money and can be used at any Garnett Area Chamber of Commerce member business. Food, oil change, gift cards, and flowers – are just a few samples of what you can buy.
What’s the “give back”? Once I receive your receipts, the businesses you supported will also receive Chamber Bucks! A percentage of your purchase will go back to those businesses to
remind them of your support, courtesy of ACDA and GACC! If
you have any questions about this program, please contact me. I
will be more than happy to assist you.
The Garnett Farmers’ Market has a lot of potential but has
struggled to increase the number of vendors. In meeting with
some of the vendors we are working on encouraging more vendors, more participation in the community table, and launching
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some activities and entertainment during the hours the market
is open. Some of the town square businesses are staying open
later to serve the public on Thursday nights and developing
their own sales and events. The Garnett Farmers’ Market provides a variety of fresh vegetables, fruits, homemade baked
goods, plants and flowers. There are also a variety of sauces,
salsa, jams and locally grown honey. As fall
approaches the pumpkins will be arriving.
We have had some new vendors with such
items as sunflower bouquet arrangements,
pecans and wood carvings. The Garnett
Farmers’ Market is held every Thursday
through October 8th on Main Street, between
4th and 5th Avenue. If you have items to sell
at the farmers’ market please contact me.
In the next Town Talk, please be watching
for details on the upcoming 50th Annual
GACC Christmas Parade. Last year’s parade
was record-breaking huge. We can’t wait to
see what the 50th anniversary will bring!
The Garnett Area Chamber of Commerce is here for you. If you
are interested in learning about what the Chamber can do for
you as a citizen, your business or event, please stop by the office
or connect with me by phone, 785.448.6767, or email:
director@garnettchamber.org.
Thank you for choosing to live, work and do business in the
Garnett area.
Sincerely,
Kris Hix
GACC Executive Director/City Administrative Assistant
www.garnettchamber.org
KEEPING YOU INFORMED

Enjoy these Local Activities and Events!
For more, check out the “Bulletin Board” at www.simplygarnett.com

JULY
June 2-July 30: PM Yoga
Every Tuesday & Thursday
Rec Center, 5;30-6-30 p.m.
1
Duplicate Bridge
Every Wednesday
Cancelled at this time.
Anderson County Historical Society
Meeting, Museum, 6:30 p.m.
USD 365 Board of Education Meeting
District Office, 7 p.m.
2
TOPS Meeting
Every Thursday
Garnett First United Methodist
Church, 9 a.m.
13-Point Pitch and Snacks
Every Thursday
Cancelled at this time.
Garnett Farmers Market
Every Thursday, (ends Oct. 8)
Main Street, 4:30-7 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous
Every Tuesday and Thursday
510 S. Oak St, 7 p.m.
3
City Hall closed, Independence Day
holiday observed.
4
Happy Independence Day!
6
Anderson Co. Commission Meeting
Every Monday, Annex Building,
9 a.m.
Celebrate Recovery
Every Monday, Church of the
Nazarene, 6:00-8:30 p.m.
Garnett Lions Club Meeting
First and Third Monday
VFW Post 6397, 6 p.m.
7
Storytime For Preschoolers
Every Tuesday, Online, 10 a.m.
Rotary International MeetingEvery Tuesday, Dutch Country Cafe,
12 p.m.
Garnett Community Foundation
Board of Directors Meeting,
Recreation Center, 5:30 p.m.
American Legion Bingo
Every Tuesday, VFW Post 6397,
6-8 p.m.
Community Blood Drive
Garnett United Methodist Church,
11:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Special City Commission Meeting
2021 Budget Workshop, Garnett City
Hall, 6 p.m.
8
Tourism Advisory Board
Garnett City Hall, 4:30 p.m.
Parks & Recreation Advisory Board
Meeting, Rec Center, 5:30 p.m.

8

9

10
11

13

14

15

16

17

19

Sign up for Tackle Football –TBA
Online - www.garnettrec.com
Garnett Optimist Club Meeting
Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday
Cancelled at this time.
VFW Meeting
VFW Post 6397, 6-8 p.m.
Alzheimer’s Support Group
Parkview Heights, 6 p.m.
Friends of the Library Online Book
Sale, @GarnettPublicLibary
(Facebook), 6 p.m.
Delphian Masonic Lodge No. 44
Meeting, Masonic Lodge, 7:30 p.m.
Airport Advisory Board Meeting
Airport Terminal Building, 4 p.m.
Libertyfest Community Fireworks
Display/Celebration of Service &
Community Band Concert
Presented by City of Garnett
employees/volunteers,
North Lake Park
Library Board Meeting
Garnett Public Library, 6 p.m.
American Legion Meeting
VFW Post 6397, 7 p.m.
Housing Authority Board of Directors
Meeting, GHA Office, 7 p.m.
Garnett Area Chamber of Commerce
Board of Directors Meeting
City Hall, 7 p.m.
Last day to register with Anderson
County Clerk’s Office to vote for the
Primary Election
Anderson County Recycling Trailer
Country Mart parking lot.
City Commission Meeting
Garnett City Hall, 6 p.m.
Golden Prairie Beekeepers
Extension Office, 6:30 p.m.
Advanced voting in person and by
mail begins
Book Discussion (TBA)
Garnett Public Library via Zoom,
7 p.m. Contact library for details.
Walker Art Committee Meeting
Garnett Public Library. 4 p.m.
Steering Committee Meeting
K-State Research & Extension,
6 p.m.
Love What’s Local Garnett Meeting
Monroe 816, 8 a.m.
Application deadline for businesses,
CDBG-CV funding. Contact ACDA Economic Development at City Hall.
VFW Breakfast
VFW Post 6397, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

21

ACDA - Economic Development
Meeting, Garnett City Hall, 5 p.m.
Business and Professional Women
Meeting, Archer Room, 5:30 p.m.
Garnett Planning Commission
City Hall, 6 p.m.
22
American Legion Auxiliary Meeting
Pizza Hut, 6 p.m.
July 23-26: “If It’s Monday, This Must Be
Murder”, hosted by The Chamber
Players Community Theatre
23
Emergency Food Distribution Harvesters, Quonset Hut, 2 p.m.
Thelma Moore Playhouse, 6:30 p.m.
24
Morning Mingle,
Monroe 816, 8 a.m.
July 27-Aug 1: Anderson County Fair
Fairgrounds, North Lake Park.
28
Anderson County Fair Parade
Theme: “Heroes of the Heartland”,
Stadium, North Lake Park, 7 p.m.
Ranch Rodeo, Fairgrounds, 8 p.m.
July 29-August 1: Carnival at Anderson
County Fair, Nightly, 6:00-10:30 p.m.
29
Shodeo, Rodeo Arena, 7 p.m.
Anderson County Fair Tent Night
Fairgrounds, 6-8 p.m.
Pie Baking Contest & Auction
Anderson County Fair, 7 p.m.
July 31-August 2: “If It’s Monday, This Must
Be Murder”, hosted by The Chamber
Players Community Theatre
31
Livestock Premium Sale
Livestock Show Arena, 7 p.m.
AUGUST
1-2
Kart Sprint Track Racing
Hosted by KC Karting Association
1
Miniature Draft Horse Pull
Rodeo Arena, 7:30 p.m., Free to
Public
3
Garnett Lions Club Meeting
VFW Post 6397, 6 p.m.
4
Primary Election Day, 7 a.m.-7 p.m.
Garnett Community Foundation
Board of Directors Meeting,
Recreation Center, 5:30 p.m.
5
Sign up for Flag Football -TBA
Online - www.garnettrec.com
Sign up for Cheerleading -TBA
Online - www.garnettrec.com
Sign up for Youth/Coed Volleyball TBA, Online - www.garnettrec.com
6
Anderson County Historical Society
Meeting, Museum, 6:30 p.m.
USD 365 Board of Education Meeting
District Office, 7 p.m.
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Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
Stay connected!

AUGUST continued...
7
Love What’s Local Garnett Meeting
Monroe 816, 8 a.m.
Anderson Co. Fair Demolition Derby
Rodeo Arena, 7 p.m.
10
Library Board Meeting
Garnett Public Library, 6 p.m.
Garnett Area Chamber of
Commerce Board of Directors
Meeting, City Hall, 7 p.m.
Housing Authority Board of
Directors Meeting, GHA Office,
7 p.m.
American Legion Meeting
VFW Post 6397, 7 p.m.
11
Anderson County Recycling Trailer
Country Mart parking lot.
City Commission Meeting
City Hall, 6 p.m.
Golden Prairie Beekeepers
Extension Office, 6:30 p.m.
12
Tourism Advisory Board
City Hall, 4:30 p.m.
VFW Post 6397 Meeting
VFW Post 6397, 6-8 p.m.
13
Delphian Masonic Lodge Meeting
Masonic Lodge, 7:30 p.m.
14
Morning Mingle
Monroe 816, 8 a.m.
Airport Advisory Board Meeting
Airport Terminal Building, 4 p.m.
16
VFW Breakfast
VFW Post 6397, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
18
ACDA - Economic Development
Meeting, City Hall, 5 p.m.
Business and Professional Women
Meeting, Archer Room, 5:30 p.m.
Garnett Planning Commission
City Hall, 6 p.m.
19
First Day of School - USD 365
Kansas Works Mobile Career Center
in Garnett
Front of Extension Office, Oak
Street, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Parks & Recreation Advisory Board
Meeting, Rec Center, 5:30 p.m.
20
Walker Art Committee Meeting
Garnett Public Library. 4 p.m.
Steering Committee Meeting
K-State Research & Extension
Office, 6 p.m.
23
14th Annual Scipio Sunday Fun Run
Charity event, Scipio Supper Club
24
Caregivers Support Group
Park Plaza North, 1 p.m.
American Legion Auxiliary
Pizza Hut, 6 p.m.
Page 6

25

City Commission Meeting
Garnett City Hall, 6 p.m.
27
Emergency Food Distribution Harvesters, Quonset Hut, 2 p.m.
29
Fun in the Sun Car Show, Colony
SEPTEMBER
1
Garnett Community Foundation
Board of Directors Meeting,
Recreation Center, 5:30 p.m.
2
Tourism Advisory Board Meeting
Garnett City Hall, 4:30 p.m.
3
Anderson County Historical Society
Meeting, Museum, 6:30 p.m.
USD 365 Board of Education
Meeting, ACJSHS, 7 p.m.
4
Love What’s Local Garnett Meeting
Monroe 816, 8 a.m.
5
Colony Day
Cancelled due to Covid-19.
7
City Hall closed, Labor Day
holiday observed. Trash service will
run one (1) day late this week.
Garnett Lions Club Meeting
VFW Post 6397, 6 p.m.
8
Anderson County Recycling Trailer
Country Mart parking lot.
Golden Prairie Beekeepers
Extension Office, 6:30 p.m.
City Commission Meeting
Garnett City Hall, 6 p.m.
9
Tourism Advisory Board
Garnett City Hall, 4:30 p.m.
Parks & Recreation Advisory Board
Meeting, City Hall, 5:30 p.m.
VFW Post 6397 Meeting
VFW Post 6397, 6-8 p.m.
10
Delphian Masonic Lodge Meeting
Masonic Lodge, 7:30 p.m.
11-12 Greeley Smokeoff
Greeley City Park
11
Morning Mingle,
Monroe 816, 8 a.m.
Airport Advisory Board Meeting
Airport Terminal Building, 4 p.m.
14
Library Board Meeting
Garnett Public Library, 6 p.m.
Garnett Area Chamber of
Commerce Board of Directors
Meeting, City Hall, 7 p.m.
Housing Authority Board of
Directors Meeting, GHA Office,
7 p.m.
American Legion Meeting
VFW Post 6397, 7 p.m.
15
ACDA - Economic Development
Meeting, Garnett City Hall, 5 p.m.

15

Business and Professional Women
Meeting, Archer Room, 5:30 p.m.
Garnett Planning Commission
City Hall, 6 p.m.
16
Kansas Works Mobile Career Center
in Garnett
Front of Extension Office, Oak
Street, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
17
Walker Art Committee Meeting
Garnett Public Library. 4 p.m.
20
VFW Breakfast
VFW Post 6397, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
21
Garnett Lions Club Meeting
VFW Post 6397, 6 p.m.
22
City Commission Meeting
Garnett City Hall, 6 p.m.
23
Caregivers Support Group
Park Plaza North, 1 p.m.
24-26 114th Annual Kincaid Free Fair
Cancelled due to COVID-19.
24
Emergency Food Distribution Harvesters, Quonset Hut, 2 p.m.
26
Cornstock Music Festival
Featuring Granger Smith, Sawyer
Brown, and Read Southall Band Cancelled due to COVID-19.
28
Anderson County Caregiver Support
Group, 105 Park Plaza North,
Clubhouse, 1 p.m.
OCTOBER
3-4
Lake Garnett Kart Road Races
Hosted by Garnett Enduro Club
North Lake Road closed during
races.
9-11
Lake Garnett Grand Prix Revival
Track events, autocross and car
show
*Dates and times subject to change.

Did You Know?
Please join us in welcoming the following new city employees:
Mandi Johnson, Library Clerk; Michael Baumgardner, Patrol
Officer; Wes Skillman, Fire Chief, and Robert Donovan, in his
new role as Code Enforcement Officer.
The City of Garnett would like to recognize Kurt King, Police
Chief, on his 15-year anniversary in law enforcement for the
City.
The City wishes to congratulate Gary Giczewski, Zoning Official, on his recent retirement. Gary’s three-year stint with the
City included working with the Planning Commission, building
and zoning code enforcement, ADA compliance and floodplain
management.
The following employees have shown excellence in the areas of
strong work ethic, dependability, positive attitude, selfmotivation and working as a team, earning nominations from
their peers to be recognized as Employee of the Month during
the past six months:
January - Shane Henkle, Meter Reader
February - Betty Jasper, Custodian
March - Randy Weimer, Director of Maintenance-Garnett
Housing Authority
April - John Rogers, Gas and Water Maintenance Worker
May - Andrea Sobba, Librarian
June - Sami Jo Peine, Recreation Center Attendant
Conferences and Training: Don Dilley, attended Electric Lineman, Crain Operating Training and Lineman Training; Rusty
Harvey, Wastwater Maintenance Worker, received training on
Asset Management.
City Wide Garage Sale Day is scheduled for Saturday, September 12. Sell those extra items you have during this community
event. Please note the article on page 8 in this newsletter on
how to discard leftover items following this event.
The Gas and Water Department asks that you be aware of Federal regulation 49 CFR 192.383(e), which requires every natural
gas utility, including the City of Garnett Gas Department, to notify their customers about the potential benefits of an Excess
Flow Valve (EFV), who is responsible for the initial installation
costs of an EFV, and who is responsible for any replacement or
maintenance costs associated with an EFV.
If you are a customer of the City of Garnett Gas Department,
and connected to a high-pressure service area, you may request
that an EFV be installed on the gas service line to your property
if it currently does not have one, and the service line meets certain criteria. To learn more, visit: www.simplygarnett.com/
efv.
There are currently city advisory boards with vacancies.
Those include two positions on the Steering Committee and
one position each on the Community Foundation Board and
Tourism Advisory Board. Persons interested in volunteering
are encouraged to complete the Advisory Board Application
found on www.simplygarnett.com.
Bill Pay Made Easy: You can pay your utility bill or court payment online simply by visiting www.simplygarnett.com and
clicking on “Utilities” and select “Online Bill Pay”, or “Court” and
select “Online Court Payment”.
Looking for a job? The City of Garnett is hiring. There are positions available, including Director of Public Works, Utility
Plant Operator, Police Patrolman and Volunteer Firefighter.
Visit the City’s website and view “City Employment Opportunities”. The City of Garnett offers competitive wage, medical,
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dental and vision insurance, vacation and sick leave, paid holidays and KPERS retirement to full-time employees.
Caution - Roadwork Ahead: Weather permitting, during the
month of July an asphalt company will be in town to apply
reclamite, an asphalt rejuvenator and preservation material, on
the streets that have been asphalted in recent years. This process will lengthen the life expectancy of the streets. During this
time the City will be asking that all vehicles within the work areas be temporarily moved off the roadway and that vehicular
traffic be delayed to allow the improvements time to cure.
Resurfacing of the Garnett Industrial Airport’s fueling apron
and taxiway will be performed this fall, in addition to crack sealing treatment to the airport runway.

You Matter - Be Counted
With about 4 in 10 households having yet
to respond to the 2020 Census, the U.S. Census Bureau announces it will be conducting
multiple follow-up activities to ensure a
complete and accurate count. This includes www.kansascounts.org
mailings and telephone calls. If you have not yet completed the
2020 Census for your household, please go online now and
avoid additional contact attempts. The Census takes about 10
minutes. When you complete your Census you are helping to
secure funding for projects and programs that are vital to adults,
children and seniors in our community. The U.S. Census Bureau
will never ask for:
• A full social security number
• Money or donations
• Anything on behalf of a political party
• Your full bank or credit card account numbers
Visit www.2020census.gov to take the 2020 Census. To learn
more, visit www.simplygarnett.com/census2020.html

Your Vote Counts
The City of Garnett would like to remind
everyone of important election dates:
July 14 - Last day to register to vote for the
Primary Election.
July 15 - Advanced voting in person at the
Anderson County Clerk’s Office and by mail begins.
July 28 - Deadline to request an advance ballot for the Primary
Election.
August 4 - Primary Election Day. Polls in Garnett and Anderson
County will be open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
October 13 - Last day to register to vote for the General Election.
October 14 - Advanced voting in person at the Anderson County
Clerk’s Office and by mail begins.
October 27 - Deadline to request an advance ballot for the General Election.
November 3 - General Election Day. Polls in Garnett and Anderson County will be open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
The Garnett City Commission election will be held during the
General Election on November 3, 2020. Individuals running for
City Commissioner are Cody Gettler and Eugene Grimes. The
winning candidate will fill the position currently held by Mayor
Brigitte Brecheisen-Huss and will take office in January.
For questions concerning voting in Anderson County, please
contact the Anderson County Clerk’s Office at 785.448.6841, or
visit www.andersoncountyks.org.
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Fall Clean-Up Week Pending
for 2020
The date of a future City Wide Clean-Up Week is pending for
Garnett residents and there are no current set plans for the Free
Dump Week at the Anderson County Landfill.
The City Wide Clean-Up Week allows city crews to pick up
items left curbside, or alley, to dispose of at the county landfill at
no charge. At this time, the City of Garnett has not been given
authorization to provide this service in 2020. Therefore, the City
requests residents refrain from putting piles of items curbside
or by the alley for this purpose until a clean-up schedule may be
announced.
Fall City Wide Clean-Up Week was established in October of
1969. The annual, week-long event has become a bi-annual
program offered both in the spring and fall to residential refuse
customers until this year. Please watch the local newspaper and
our social media for any updates that may occur.
Other Ways to Clean-Up…
● City residents that would like to request a special pick up of
unwanted items can do so by contacting Garnett City Hall. There
is a fee of $50 per dump truck load, plus the landfill dump fee.
● Yard waste pick-up is
available the last Friday of
the month. This is for
grass, leaves, vegetation,
sticks and limbs, etc.
There is a service fee
charged of just $5 for a
limit of 10 bags or limbs
bundled no larger than 6
feet by 3 feet. Point of pick
up for any clean-up is next to where the normal refuse pick-up
point is (alley or curbside). Please note: Items other than yard
waste are not permitted under this program. Prior request for
these services is required by calling Garnett City Hall at
785.448.5496.
For information on the Anderson County Landfill and the
Recycling Center, please visit www.andersoncountyks.org.
Controlled Burning within Garnett
Please read: It is a requirement to notify the Law Enforcement
Center Dispatch Office by calling 448-6823 before you start burning.
The Garnett Fire Department and Anderson County Emergency
Management ask that you please adhere to the following instructions for your safety and that of your neighbors:
► Burning of grass, leaves and tree limbs must be in manageable piles that are attended at all times (no wood, lumber, furniture or mattresses).
► Burning must not occur in right-of-way or in streets.
Location of fire must be clear of overhead lines and clear from
any exposure threat to any structure.
► A source of water shall be available or a means of extinguishing piles at all times.
► Burning to be conducted during daylight hours only.
► No burning during adverse weather conditions, such as winds
over 15 mph, fog exists, or visibility is hampered. Citations can
be issued.
► Controlled burn is to be completely extinguished before
leaving burn site unattended.
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We are All in this Together
This Covid-19 “thing” has really made a mess of the year- 2020,
hasn’t it? It certainly has made its mark on the operations of
your municipal and county government, your schools, medical
facilities, businesses, where you work, sports and leisure activities. Covid-19 has affected just about every part of everyday life
and it seems not even the experts really know what is going to
happen next.
The City of Garnett wants you to know we are here for you,
providing you the information and the resources made available
to us to help all our citizens, workers commuting to our community and visitors. Together, we are working to get past this
“thing”.
We have webpages on the City’s official website,
www.simplygarnett.com, with the latest information regarding
Coronavirus. This includes what phase we are in, what state
requirements are that have been passed down to the local level,
county and city updates, and resources and answers to frequently asked questions. When you become confused or can’t find
what you need, please turn to our simplygarnett.com website. If
that doesn’t help, give us a call (785.448.5496) and city staff will
do our best to connect you with someone that can help you.
As of this writing, we are in Phase 3 of the State’s “Ad Astra: A
Plan To Reopen Kansas”, per the Governor’s statement on July 6.
The ending date of Phase 3 is not yet known.
As you know, we have graduated from Phase 1, Phase 2, then
we backed up to Phase 1.5, then back to Phase 2, Phase 3, and
two subsequent extensions of Phase 3. The final phase is called
“Phase Out”. Needless to say, we haven’t reached the Phase Out
stage as we prepare to print this issue of Town Talk, but please
be certain that together we will get through this.
Governor Laura Kelly signed an Executive Order on July 2, 2020
requiring that masks be worn in public spaces effective on July 3.
The Anderson County Commission met on July 3 and voted to
opt out of the Governor’s Executive Order, but in the County
Resolution it states, “THAT, the Board strongly encourages its
citizens to wear a mask, practice social distancing, practice basic
principles of hygiene, and to comply with the guidelines of Executive Order 20-52, but that none of these measures will be comContinued on page 10
KEEPING YOU INFORMED

Garnett Offers Funding/Rebate Programs
The City of Garnett has created the following programs to assist
citizens within the city in a variety of ways. Funding is budgeted
annually and is awarded on a first come, first serve basis. Application forms and additional information on one or more of these
programs is available at Garnett City Hall.
Residential and Commercial Sidewalk Replacement
While funding is available, the City will reimburse residential
property owners $2 per foot (4 feet wide) and commercial property owners $12 per foot (12 feet wide) of the costs for sidewalk
replacement under this program.
Structure Demolition Program
Residential and commercial property owners making application under this program will be awarded a maximum loan of
$1,000 to aid in the removal of unsightly, dilapidated, unsanitary
and unsafe structures. The interest free loan must be paid back
to the City in three (3) annual payments.
Business Facility Improvement Loan Program
Business property owners may receive up to $2,000 under this
loan program, which is payable back to the City of Garnett in
three (3) annual payments, interest free. Applicants under this
program must make a minimum of 75% of the proposed improvements to the exterior of the business structure, with the
remaining 25% to be used for interior repairs. Exterior improvements include painting, doors, windows, sidewalks, awnings, parking facilities and signs. Interior repairs such as painting, electrical and plumbing services to bring them into compliance with applicable codes; air conditioning, heating, walls,
floors, ceiling and lighting.
Neighborhood Revitalization Program
This program is designed to promote improvements to eligible
properties within the designated plan areas of Garnett. Property
owners within these areas who make improvements to their
residential or commercial properties will be eligible to receive
rebates on their property taxes from the City of Garnett, and
USD 365 (for residential), City of Garnett, Anderson County, and
USD 365 (commercial areas). Revitalization work that increases
the total appraised property value by at least $5,000 will be eligible. Exclusions: Swimming pools, parking lots, landscaping
(including fences) and singlewide mobile homes. The rebate
period is 5 years for most properties in the plan area, with designated “downtown” properties receiving rebates for up to 8
years. The property owner will receive an annual rebate of 95%
of the net new taxes paid resulting from the improvements
made (after processing fee in the amount of 5% of the gross tax
rebate or $75, whichever is greater, is retained by Anderson
County to cover administrative costs.)
Anderson County Development Agency Funding Resources
The agency for economic development for Garnett and Anderson County provides the following resources:
Grant Programs
 Community Development Block Grant - Covid-19 Funding (CDBG-CV) Deadline: 07/17/2020
Loan Program
 NetWork Kansas E-Community Loan Program
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Please contact Julie Turnipseed, ACDA-Economic Development
Director, at Garnett City Hall for information on these
programs.
Transient Guest Tax Funding
Funding may be used for the promotion and advertising of a
special event within Anderson County. Revenue funding this
program is derived through tax placed on overnight stays at
lodging establishments within the city. Reimbursement of allotted expenses following the event and a written report on the
effectiveness of funds used is required. Applications are reviewed by the Garnett Tourism Advisory Committee with final
approval by the City Commission. Please contact Susan
Wettstein, Director of Community Development and Tourism,
for more information.

How You Can Help the “Gas Guys”
The Gas and Water Department
needs your help in clearing
bushes, trees and vegetation
from your residential and commercial gas meters. The City can
be written up on an Abnormal
Operating Condition (AOC) for
your meter being in violation of
state code. Plus, it makes it hard
for the meter reader to read the
meter, and more difficult to
access the meter if an emergency arises and the meter needs to
be turned off.
Please help our gas department
(“Gas Guys”) by checking your
natural gas meter and clearing its access. Thank you!

Thank You - Patriotic Banner Project
The Garnett Remembers Patriotic Banner Project includes 255
banners honoring 263 men and women who have served our
country. The banners are on display throughout Garnett now
through the end of July.
There were 47 banners added to the project in 2020. We are
receiving a few requests for additional banners. If you are
interested in this please contact Susan Wettstein at Garnett
City Hall before December 31, 2020. This will be the absolute
end of additional banners accepted for this project until such
time the banners need to be replaced. Banner sponsorship is
$250. If you know of someone but cannot afford to purchase
one, there may be a banner “angel” or two out there. Donations
are always accepted to help with this project, such as bracket
replacements due to weather, wear and tear, storage containers, and other items necessary to care for these banners. If you
would like to donate or sponsor, checks can be dropped off or
mailed to Garnett City Hall and made payable to “Garnett Community Foundation.
We would like to take this opportunity again to thank the
Electric Department linemen for the work they do to make this
project possible. Thank you to every sponsor for your support.
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We are All in this Together… continued from page 8
pelled by the force of law.” What does this mean? It means the
people of Anderson County have the freedom to make their own
decisions but are “strongly” encouraged to do what it takes to
care for one another. In a recent press briefing by the Secretary
of the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Dr. Lee
Norman, M.D., states, “Ultimately you are your own preparedness.” No truer words could be spoken at this time in our lives.
The Anderson County Covid-19 Task Force meets regularly to
give recommendations to both Anderson County and City of
Garnett governing bodies. Members of the task force include
Rebecca Johnson, SEK Multi-County Public Health Officer; J.D.
Mersman, Anderson County Emergency Management Director;
Dr. Wendy Belcher, St. Luke’s Health System-Anderson County
Hospital; Dr. Ross Kimball, Pheasant Ridge Family Medicine;
Tanya Ewert, Anderson County Hospital/EMS; Chris Weiner,
Garnett City Manager; Julie Wettstein, Anderson County Clerk/
PIO; Don Blome, USD 365 Superintendent; Shane Walter, USD
479 Superintendent; Jonathan Hall, Church of the Nazarene/
Ministerial Alliance; Melissa Hobbs, City of Colony-Mayor, Susan
Wettstein, Garnett Community Development/Tourism Director
and PIO; Kris Hix, Garnett Area Chamber of Commerce Executive Director/City Administrative Assistant; Nate Wiehl, AuBurn
Pharmacy Director of Clinical Services; Mike Burns, AuBurn
Pharmacy President/CEO; Sonya Martin, Parkview Heights Administrator; Samantha Mason, Anderson County Health Department Public Health Nurse; Mick Brinkmeyer, Anderson County
Fire Department Coordinator; Jerry Howarter, Anderson County
Commissioner.
As we continue to fight Covid-19, we remind everyone of your
most important role, taking care of yourself. So many times, we
get busy and take care of everyone else but neglect ourselves.
You cannot take care of your loved ones if you do not make your
own health a priority. Healthy eating and exercise habits, vitamins and strengthening your immune system, and of course the
ever-so-popular CDC guidelines that you have read and heard,
over and over again: Wash your hands frequently, social distance, wear a mask, clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces-including phones, keyboards, doorknobs, handles and
light switches. If you feel sick, stay home. Older adults and people of any age with medical conditions should seek medical care
if not feeling well.
If you are healthy, and weather permits, make time in your
schedule to exercise and enjoy the great outdoors. Garnett’s
1,000 acres of parks can provide plenty of opportunity for you
to enjoy life in wide open spaces during this Covid-19 pandemic. The Garnett Recreation Center offers group activities and
even personalized training.
Do not be discouraged by what is happening around us. At this
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time there are two currently active, confirmed cases of Covid-19
in Anderson County, bringing our county’s total to five. Three
individuals have fully recovered. By doing what you can to take
care of yourself, and to care for those around you, working together, we can win this Covid-19 “thing”.
Additional resources can be found at:
www.covid.ks.gov
www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov
www.simplygarnett.com

Where Does It Go?
Below is a page taken from the Proposed 2021 City Budget,
using data from 2019. If you own property in Garnett, this will
help give you an idea of where your property tax dollars go.
If you would like to see the entire Proposed 2021 City Budget,
please visit www.simplygarnett.com. The annual city budget
must be submitted to the County Clerk’s Office by August 25.

TOWN TALK

