In any endeavor in life, it is good to know what you need in order to succeed.  

We have just spent three weeks looking at what we are up against.  SLIDE

We know that there is a dragon who opposes the Triune God, 



tried to kill him at his birth, 



failed, 



and was thrown out of heaven.  

Jesus tells us the dragon is the devil, 


Satan himself, 



and since he can no longer hurt Jesus, 


he does the natural next step in trying to hold power over someone.  



He threatens to hurt their children.  

So the followers of Jesus have a target on their back 


and should be ready to face challenges 



and threats from the two beasts from the sea and land.  

The land beast is dragon manipulated political power 

and the sea beast is dragon manipulated religious power.  


This Trinity can be seen at work in the United States throughout its history, 



ebbing and flowing in its power 




as leaders change and the influence of the lamb pulsates.  

But we can't claim exclusivity, SLIDE

capitalism is just as vulnerable to dragon manipulated political power 



as communism, socialism, or any other form of man made government is.  As soon as God 

and the character of God is not the center of your government, 


you are dabbling in the world of the dragon.  

The same can be said of religion.  


It is not hard to see dragon manipulated religious power in our history 



coming from the sea beast.  

Again, while it may seem more prevalent to some observers currently in our news, 


it has always been at work, 



trying to undermine the inbreaking Kingdom of God 




that started at Jesus' birth.  

The crusades and holocaust are the two easiest ones to highlight that the church failed at.  


But the list is very long and ever growing.

So knowing we have this issue, 


knowing it is hard to exactly pinpoint what a lamb would 


and would not do, 

I would like to look at 7 characteristics that Jesus mentions in these two passages, 


that tell us what the character of a follower of the lamb is.  

Because that is what helps us know 


if we are following the dragon or the lamb.  

Helps us know if we unwittingly are putting on the marks of the beast, 


even when we think we are acting on behalf of the lamb.  

Just to start out on even ground, 


I would like to say, 



we all started from a place of the dragon.  


We all sometimes slip back into following the dragon.  

Because the question always before us is never, SLIDE


“will I be a disciple, 


will I follow a spirit, 


will I be part of a Kingdom?”  

We are always a disciple of someone or something, 


always following some spirit, 


being part of some Kingdom.  SLIDE
The question is who's disciple will I be, 


which spirit will I follow, 


which Kingdom will I support.

So if you are following the Lamb as a disciple, 


the Holy Spirit, 


and supporting the Kingdom of God, 



here is what you can expect to start being part of your character.  SLIDE
One, you are not your own anymore. 

Two, we know we are an offering or sacrifice to God.  

Three, we know we are engaged to the lamb. 

Four, we want to be like the lamb.  

Five, we are followers, not leaders, 


but in following we end up leading.  

Six, we win the victory over the beast. 

Seven brings us to a complete number, 


We are known by the song they sing.

First, we are not our own.  SLIDE

We have the lambs name on our foreheads.  

We can't claim we have been purchased by the blood of Jesus 


and then claim we don't belong to Jesus.  

We have the lambs name on our forehead, 


in our character, 



because that is where slaves had their owners names put in the Roman era.  Everyone knew who you belonged to.  

The flip side to this is, 


if you belong to someone, 



then they are concerned for your destiny, 


what happens to you as theirs, 



reflects on their character.  

So our life is tied up with Jesus' destiny.  


We know Jesus is going to win, 


so we know we are going to have the last word over death and sin.  

We need to try not to tarnish his name 


and he will make sure that nothing tarnishes ours. SLIDE
Second, since we are first fruits, SLIDE

we are a sign that everything else also belongs to God.  

Many people have heard of tithing 10% 


because Abraham gave a tenth 



and it became a working number in the church.  

But our dragon influenced minds start to think, 


“I give God his tenth” 



or what ever percentage you are led to give, 


“and the rest is mine.”  

But if we are not our own, 


we are completely not our own.  

We give the first fruits 


to acknowledge that all of what we will continue to receive and use 



comes from God.  



It is all God's.  

When we start to compartmentalize things, 


instead of realizing God is the Lord over all our time, 



Sunday through Saturday; 


Lord over all our talents, 



from reading to sleeping; 


Lord over all our treasures, 



from a penny on the floor to your car, 



to your 401K; 


we hopefully start acting differently.  SLIDE
What do you currently claim as yours, 


that is in reality God's?

Third, being engaged to the Lamb comes from 14:4.  


“These are those who did not defile themselves with women, 



for they kept themselves pure.”  

While this verse has been used to promote the benefits of virginity, 


it is ignoring how much of scripture talks about people defiling themselves.  

If we follow the way that God often spoke through the prophets 


about defiling themselves, 

it was often by worshipping other Gods.  


The prophet Hosea's writing is built on this whole premise.  

The pain of adultery by Gomer 


was on par with Israel's worship of Ba'al and other gods.  

The symbolic number of 144,000 who follow the lamb 


stay committed to the lamb 


and do not bring other God's into the relationship.  

This pairs well with the coming Babylon the Harlot 


making the nations drink the wine of her adulterers 


and chapter 21's coming of the Bride of Lamb as the church.  

Does being engaged 


change the way you interact with the world?

Fourth, We want to be like the lamb.  

As I was engaged and then married Lisa, 


there are many of her characteristics that I wanted to take on 


and have made improvement on, 



but still have a ways to go.  

John highlights two for us in this passage, 


“No lie was found in their mouths; 



they are blameless.”  

One of the perks of commitment in a relationship is, 


it leads to room to tell the truth.  



I can be honest with my wife 




because she is committed to love me.  

We can follow the lambs ways of being truth, 


of letting our yes be yes and our no be no.  

We can say we failed, 


because we don't have to be perfect 



and know that forgiveness is available.  


We can speak the truth.

Now if not being perfect 


is not gelling with being blameless, 



we are misusing the word blameless.  

In our house, 


a frequent question is, 



“Who left this here?”  

I am frequently one of the three 


who can take the blame for a towel 


or pair of shoes not being where they belong.  

But when someone else puts it away, 


or I put it away, 



there is no more blame to be had.  

As followers of Jesus, 


we can be blameless, 



whenever we confess to God that we are sinners 



and come clean about it.  SLIDE
For scripture tells us that he took our sin, 


our shame, 


our blame upon himself 



and made us right with God.  

If we continue to do that, 


don't pretend that we have it all together 


and need Jesus' redeeming work in our life, 



but rather exercise it regularly, 




then we too are blameless.  


For Jesus has taken all that blame upon himself, 



leaving us blameless.  

Are we still living with blame?  


Tell the truth to God 



and take on Jesus' characteristics more.

Five, we “follow the lamb where ever he goes.”  

We don't set the agenda, 


the lamb does.  

Which is partly where the rhyme is off with Mary.  


It tells us that 



“Everywhere that Mary went, 




the lamb was sure to go.”  

This puts Mary in the lead, 


instead of the lamb.  
Do you remember the day when you started trusting the lamb?  


Do you remember how things started to change 



when it was not you who had to create your destiny, 



but you started trusting the lamb to lead the way?  


Remember how things kind of fell into place for awhile?  

If that feeling is gone, 


I would ask, 



are you still following the lamb?  

Are you in Skagway 


because you followed the lamb here 


or because you got the job here?  

Is your relationship status because of you or the lamb?  

Is the job you have because of you 


or the lamb?  

Now if you are following the lamb to all of these places, 


odds are that others will begin following you, 



because the lambs ways work.  

So keep following, 


don't try to lead.

Six, we win victory over the beast.  

We need to be clear, 


you can be killed 



and still have victory.  

When we remain faithful 


as the beast brings the worst at us, 



we are victorious.  


We are believing that the Lamb really did conquer death 



and we no longer fear it, 




because the lamb did not.

Seven,


Finally, we are known by the song we sing.  

What are we singing.  

I often have pop radio tunes come out f


rom the 80s and 90s that were played regularly on KBOZ, 97.3 FM.  

I also have songs from hymnals and camp come out as well.  


The difference between the lamb's song 


and our songs are,  



the lamb's songs are full of scripture 



and they are radically God orientated.  
Each night at our house, 


we share what we are thankful for.  

At the end, 


we say together, 



“God, for all these things, we thank you!” 

The hope is, 


we shift from the perspective of what we have done 


to what God has done.  

It is a work in progress, 


because we often say, 



“I had a good day.”  


We should really be saying, 



“God provided a good day.”  

Using scripture to sing about God is wise, 


because it is how God has revealed himself.  

All too often, 


our songs start to turn the Triune God 



into something they are not.  

Jesus as our boyfriend 


was popular in the 90's, 



but it is not who scripture shows us to be.  


He is our bridegroom.  

But that little change makes a big difference.  


We break up with boyfriends and girlfriends often, 



usually when they or we get upset.  


Not so with one we are engaged to.

These are the pieces we need to reorient our worldview towards 


in order to have what is needed 



to be found faithful in the end, 



to remain standing.  

Much of it is God's work, 


but we have to be willing to go along with the plan 


and not fight back against it.  

If we lead instead of follow, 



trouble ensues. 

 Let us be followers of the Lamb and his ways, 


so that we are one of the 144,000 people of God, 



remember a symbolic way of saying lots and lots and lots of people 




from Israel and the church, 




who follow Jesus and his kingdom through his Spirit.
Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, and with him 144,000 who had his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads. 2 And I heard a sound from heaven like the roar of rushing waters and like a loud peal of thunder. The sound I heard was like that of harpists playing their harps. 3 And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders. No one could learn the song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. 4 These are those who did not defile themselves with women, for they kept themselves pure. They follow the Lamb wherever he goes. They were purchased from among men and offered as firstfruits to God and the Lamb. 5 No lie was found in their mouths; they are blameless. 

I saw in heaven another great and marvelous sign: seven angels with the seven last plagues—last, because with them God’s wrath is completed. 2 And I saw what looked like a sea of glass mixed with fire and, standing beside the sea, those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and over the number of his name. They held harps given them by God 3 and sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the song of the Lamb: 

“Great and marvelous are your deeds, 

Lord God Almighty. 

Just and true are your ways, 

King of the ages. 
4
Who will not fear you, O Lord, 

and bring glory to your name? 

For you alone are holy. 

All nations will come 

and worship before you, 

for your righteous acts have been revealed.” 

