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3'Y Sunday in Lent

In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our
thirst for God. Jesus offers living water, a sign of God’s grace flowing from the
waters of baptism. The early church used this gospel and those of the next two
Sundays to deepen baptismal reflection during the final days of preparation
before baptism at Easter. As we journey to the resurrection feast, Christ comes
among us in word, bath, and meal—offering us the life-giving water of God’s
mercy and forgiveness.

Welcome to Worship at Bethany!

Please fill out a blue communication card if you are: visiting; have prayer
requests; have contact information changes or other information for the office.
(Cards are available on the bookcase inside the sanctuary door or ask an usher.)
Please place it in the offering plate at the time of the offering. If you have no
congregational home in this area, we invite you to consider Bethany!

The “Kids’ Korner” is our current alternative to a nursery. This section of the
narthex is set up for kids to stay quietly occupied under their parent’s (or another
adult’s) supervision. There is a speaker to hear the service. (Please ask an usher
to check with sound booth if sound is not on.)

The Order of Service — The bulletin is all-inclusive. The readings and hymns
are included in the order they occur in the service.

Altar Flowers Today are given to the glory of God by Linda Estby in loving
memory of the life of Obert (Obe) Estby, 3/26/43 — 3/15/21, and in celebration of
Obe’s resurrection life in Jesus.

Cover Image - Mountain cascade, Yoho National Park, British Columbia,
Canada. Photo copyright © Superstock/Don Johnston/fotostock. Used by
permission.

Readings for 4" Sunday in Lent, March 19
1 Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm 23
Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1-41



PRELUDE MUSIC
WELCOME / TIME OF QUIET PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
who journeys with us these forty days,
and sustains us with the gift of grace.
Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another
our need for repentance and God’s mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings.

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word,;
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;

we spoil rather than steward your creation;

we cause hurt though you call us to heal;

we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

as we seek to follow in your way of life.

Amen.

Hear the good news:

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son,
so that all may receive life.

This promise is for you!

God embraces you with divine mercy,

++ forgives you in Christ’s name,

and revives you in the Spirit's power.

Amen.

You are invited to stand as you are able.



GATHERING HYMN  Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW 335
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a  pre - cious foun - tain;
2 Near the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - cy found me;
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
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Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing star sheds its beams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.
till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er
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In the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er;
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the riv - er.

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



KYRIE Now the Feast Liturgy
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In peace, in peace, let us pray to the Lord, have mer-cy,
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Christ, have mer-cy, Lord, have mer - cy.

Assistant: For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the
unity of all . . . (to Refrain)

Assistant: For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the
strength to live your Word . . . (to Refrain)
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Text and Music: Marty Haugen, © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away
our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with
the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.

FIRST READING Exodus 17:1-7
'From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by
stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no
water for the people to drink. “The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give
us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do
you test the LOrRD?” *But the people thirsted there for water; and the people
complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us
and our children and livestock with thirst?” “So Moses cried out to the LORD,
“What shall | do with this people? They are almost ready to stone

me.” °The LoRD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of
the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the
Nile, and go. °I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike
the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did
so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. "He called the place Massah and Meribah,
because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is

the LORD among us or not?”

Holy Wisdom. Holy Word. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 95

'!Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.

’Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms.

3For you, LORD, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.

“In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.



°The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
5Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
'For the Lorp is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the
sheep of God’s hand.
Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice!
8“Harden not your hearts,
as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert.
“There your ancestors tested me,
they put me to the test, though they had seen my works.
°Forty years | loathed that generation, saying,
‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not know my ways.’
Indeed | swore in my anger,
‘They shall never come to my rest.
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SECOND READING Romans 5:1-11
'Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, “through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand;
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. *And not only that, but we
also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, “and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does
not disappoint us, because God'’s love has been poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. “Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps
for a good person someone might actually dare to die. °But God proves his love
for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. “Much more surely
then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him
from the wrath of God. '°For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to
God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled,
will we be saved by his life. *'‘But more than that, we even boast in God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

Holy Wisdom. Holy Word. Thanks be to God.
You are invited to stand as you are able.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Return to God Now the Feast Liturgy
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Text and Music: Marty Haugen; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.

The holy gospel according to John, the 4" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING John 4:5-42

°[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that
Jacob had given to his son Joseph.®Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out
by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.

’A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a
drink.” 8(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) °The Samaritan woman
said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?”
(Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) ‘°Jesus answered her, “If
you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’
you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” *'The
woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you
get that living water? *?Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the
well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” *Jesus said to her,
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, ‘*but those who drink of
the water that | will give them will never be thirsty. The water that | will give will
become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” **The woman said
to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that | may never be thirsty or have to keep
coming here to draw water.”

6Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” ’'The woman
answered him, “| have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I
have no husband’; **for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now
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is not your husband. What you have said is true!” *The woman said to him, “Sir, |
see that you are a prophet. “°Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you
say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” ?*Jesus said to
her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. ??You worship what you do not know;
we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. “°But the hour is
coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in
spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. ?“God is spirit,
and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” ?>The woman said
to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes,
he will proclaim all things to us.” “°Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is
speaking to you.”

2/Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking
with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking
with her?” ?®Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She
said to the people, ?°“Come and see a man who told me everything | have ever
done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” **They left the city and were on their
way to him.

3IMeanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” *’But he
said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” **So the disciples
said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” **Jesus
said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his
work. **Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest'? But | tell
you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. *The reaper
is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and
reaper may rejoice together. *’For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and
another reaps.’ %l sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have
labored, and you have entered into their labor.”

*Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s
testimony, “He told me everything | have ever done.” “°So when the Samaritans
came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two
days. “*And many more believed because of his word. “°They said to the woman,
“It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for
ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”

This is the gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated



SERMON

You are invited to stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty ELW 777
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1 “Come to me, all pil-grims thirst - y; drink the wa - ter I will give.
2 “Come to me, all trav-’lers wea - ry; come that [ may give you rest.
3 “Come to me, be - liev-ers bur-dened; find re - fresh-ment in this place.
4 “Come to me, re - pen-tant sin - ners; leave be - hind your guilt and shame.
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If you knew what gift 1 of - fer, you would come to me and live.”
Drink the cup of life I of - fer; at this ta - ble be my guest”
Come, re - ceive the gift I of - fer, turn to  me and seek my face”
Come and know di - vine com-pas - sion, turn to me, [ call your name.”
Refrain
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In the gra - cious gift you of - fer there is joy no tongue can tell.

5 “Come to me, distressed and needy;
I would be your trusted friend.
Come and seek the gift I offer,
come, your open hands extend.” Refrain

Text: Delores Dufner, osb, b. 1939
Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © 1992, 1996 Sisters of St. Benedict, St. Joseph, MN

6 “Come to me, abandoned, orphaned;
lonely ways no longer roam.
Come and take the gift I offer,
let me make in you my home.” Refrain




You may be seated for the prayers.
INTERCESSORY PRAYERS

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all

of creation.

(you may respond to each petition, “receive our prayer”)

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your
promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of our risen Lord be with you always. And also with you.

We share a sign of peace with those around us.

OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS
You are invited to stand as you are able.
OFFERTORY HYMN As the Grains of Wheat

Now the Feast Liturgy

:

A

G =

p- 1]
D : .
As the grains of wheat once scat-tered on the hill were
Hs 4,
ﬁuﬂﬂ
ANV —
)

gath-ered in - to one to be - come our bread;

#{h—iaﬁ—-—r :

ANV | ]

r/

e) — y
so may all your peo-ple from all the ends of earth be
Ha 4,
o LT o N
i y
ANV p= <
)

gath - ered in - to one in

you.
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Verses
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1. As this cup of bless-ing is shared with-in our midst
2.Let this be a fore-taste of all that is to come when

- to Refrain
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may we share the pres-ence of your love.
all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

God of good gifts,

receive these and all our offerings

as we present them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel.
Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal

as you pour out your very presence

through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.
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And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Congregation:
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Text and Music: Marty Haugen: © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
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Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.
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With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.

COMMUNION

Be seated until ushers direct you to the altar. All are welcome at Holy
Communion. The Lord invites us to come. If you would like a gluten-free option,
hold up your index finger when the pastor serves the bread. Red wine is
available from the outer part of the communion tray. White grape juice is
available in the center of the communion tray. Come and be filled with God'’s
grace!
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COMMUNION HYMN Come to the Table

ELW 481
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Come at the Lord’s in - vi - ta - tion; re-ceive from his nail - scarred hand.

YT

| 10

| 188

| 188

o

BHo

&

Eat of the bread of sal - va - tion;

Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942
Music: COME TO THE TABLE, Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956

Text and music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Juniper Landing Music, admin. Word Music; and Word Music.
Used by permission.

e -

drink of the blood of the Lamb.
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COMMUNION HYMN Children of the Heavenly Father ELW 781
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1 Chil - dren of the heav’'n-ly Fa-ther safe-ly in his bo - som gath - er;
2 God his own doth tend and nour-ish, in his ho - ly courts they flour - ish.
3 Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er from the Lord his chil-dren sev - er;
4 Though he giv-eth or he tak-eth, God his chil-dren ne’er for - sak - eth;
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nest - ling bird nor star in heav - en such a

From all

his
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kian-da nds - tet.

ref - uge e’er was giv - en.

e - vil things he spares them,in his might-y arms he bears them.
un - to them his grace he show - eth, and their sor - rows all

lov-ing pur-pose sole - ly

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Music: TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA, Swedish folk tune
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress

You are invited to stand as you are able

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Embodied God,
at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise,
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors

and touch the world with your love.
Amen.

BLESSING
God, the giver of love,

+ Christ, the resurrection and the life,
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth

bless you in this Lenten journey.

Amen.

he know - eth.

to pre-serve them pure and ho - ly.
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SENDING HYMN Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ELW 807
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer:“Hith-er by thy help I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of  mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to  ar - rive at home.
let  that grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heartto thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God 1 love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I  still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813

Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve in love.
Thanks be to God.
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March 12, 2023
3'd Sunday in Lent

Bethany Pastor: Janeen Smith

Pastor’'s Email: neenigal@gmail.com

Pastor’'s Mobile Phone: 253.209.5774 (text or call)

Interim Administrative

Assistants: Kristi Fandrich, Wendy Smitherman, Andrew Vert
*NEW* Administrative Email: BethanyL COffice@gmail.com

Office Hours This Week: Mon. — Thurs. 9:30 AM -1:30 PM
Office Phone: 253.847.8801

Financial Secretary Email: bethanyfinancesecretary@gmail.com
On the web: www.bethany-I-c.org

On Facebook: Bethany Lutheran Church Group
Pianist: Claudia Simpson-Jones

Custodian: Kirk Goddard

Assisting at Worship Today

Altar Guild: Lynda Duncan
Greeters & Ushers: Pat Ward, Rick Ward
Cantor: Allen Chase
Scripture Reader: Creig Kuwitsky
Intercessory Prayers: Steve Duncan
Video: Wendy Smitherman
Sound: Jay Cash
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