
April 2, 2021 
Good Friday 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE: O, Sacred Head Now Wounded (J. S. Bach) 
 
MEDITATION 
 
Psalm 22 (selected verses) 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  

Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning?  

O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer;  

and by night, but find no rest.  

But I am a worm, and not human;  

scorned by others, and despised by the people. 

All who see me mock at me;  

they make mouths at me, they shake their heads 

Many bulls encircle me, strong bulls of Bashan surround me;  

they open wide their mouths at me, like a ravening and roaring lion.  

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint;  

my heart is like wax; it is melted within my breast;  

my mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws;  

you lay me in the dust of death.  

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord 
Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of 
sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 



OPENING HYMN: Lamb of God, Pure and Sinless (ELW 357) 

 
 
BETRAYAL AND ARREST OF JESUS: Luke 22:47-53 
47While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called 
Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss 
him; 48but Jesus said to him, "Judas, is it with a kiss that you are 
betraying the Son of Man?" 49When those who were around him saw what 
was coming, they asked, "Lord, should we strike with the sword?" 50Then 
one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 
51But Jesus said, "No more of this!" And he touched his ear and healed 
him. 52Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple 
police, and the elders who had come for him, "Have you come out with 
swords and clubs as if I were a bandit? 53When I was with you day after 
day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and 
the power of darkness!" 
 

ANTHEM: When You Prayed Beneath the Trees (Idle/Larson) 
Richard Edmonds, Soloist 
 



PETER DENIES JESUS: Luke 22:54-62 
54Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high 
priest's house. But Peter was following at a distance. 55When they had 
kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, 
Peter sat among them. 56Then a servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, 
stared at him and said, "This man also was with him." 57But he denied it, 
saying, "Woman, I do not know him." 58A little later someone else, on 
seeing him, said, "You also are one of them." But Peter said, "Man, I am 
not!" 59Then about an hour later still another kept insisting, "Surely this 
man also was with him; for he is a Galilean." 60But Peter said, "Man, I do 
not know what you are talking about!" At that moment, while he was still 
speaking, the cock crowed. 61The Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then 
Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, "Before 
the cock crows today, you will deny me three times." 62And he went out 
and wept bitterly. 
 
HYMN: O Sacred Head, Now Wounded (ELW 352) 

 



 
MOCKING AND BEATING OF JESUS: Luke 22:63-65 
63Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him; 
64they also blindfolded him and kept asking him, "Prophesy! Who is it that 
struck you?" 65They kept heaping many other insults on him. 
 
ANTHEM: On a Hill Far Away (George Bennard) 
Patty Weston, Flute 

JESUS BEFORE THE COUNCIL, PILATE AND HEROD: Luke 22:66-23:12 
66When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief 
priests and scribes, gathered together, and they brought him to their 
council. 67They said, "If you are the Messiah, tell us." He replied, "If I tell 
you, you will not believe; 68and if I question you, you will not answer. 
69But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the 
power of God." 70All of them asked, "Are you, then, the Son of God?" He 
said to them, "You say that I am." 71Then they said, "What further 
testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips!" 
1Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. 2They 
began to accuse him, saying, "We found this man perverting our nation, 
forbidding us to pay taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is 
the Messiah, a king." 3Then Pilate asked him, "Are you the king of the 
Jews?" He answered, "You say so." 4Then Pilate said to the chief priests 
and the crowds, "I find no basis for an accusation against this man." 5But 
they were insistent and said, "He stirs up the people by teaching 
throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this place." 
6When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7And 
when he learned that he was under Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him off 
to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8When Herod saw 
Jesus, he was very glad, for he had been wanting to see him for a long 
time, because he had heard about him and was hoping to see him 
perform some sign. 9He questioned him at some length, but Jesus gave 
him no answer. 10The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently 
accusing him. 11Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt 
and mocked him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back 
to Pilate. 12That same day Herod and Pilate became friends with each 
other; before this they had been enemies. 
 
ANTHEM: Go to Dark Gethsemane (Richard Redhead) 
Alexia Payne, Violin 



JESUS SENTENCED TO DEATH: Luke 23:13-25 
13Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the 
people, 14and said to them, "You brought me this man as one who was 
perverting the people; and here I have examined him in your presence 
and have not found this man guilty of any of your charges against him. 
15Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done 
nothing to deserve death. 16I will therefore have him flogged and release 
him." 18Then they all shouted out together, "Away with this fellow! 
Release Barabbas for us!" 19(This was a man who had been put in prison 
for an insurrection that had taken place in the city, and for murder.) 
20Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again; 21but they kept 
shouting, "Crucify, crucify him!" 22A third time he said to them, "Why, 
what evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for the sentence of 
death; I will therefore have him flogged and then release him." 23But they 
kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; 
and their voices prevailed. 24So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand 
should be granted. 25He released the man they asked for, the one who 
had been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and he handed Jesus 
over as they wished. 
 
ANTHEM: Were You There (African American Spiritual) 
Michelle Richards, Soloist 
 
THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS: Luke 23:26-43 
26As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was 
coming from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him 
carry it behind Jesus. 27A great number of the people followed him, and 
among them were women who were beating their breasts and wailing for 
him. 28But Jesus turned to them and said, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 
weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29For the 
days are surely coming when they will say, 'Blessed are the barren, and 
the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.' 30Then 
they will begin to say to the mountains, 'Fall on us'; and to the hills, 
'Cover us.' 31For if they do this when the wood is green, what will happen 
when it is dry?" 
32Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death 
with him. 33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they 
crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his 
left.  34Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what 



they are doing." And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35And the people 
stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, "He saved 
others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!" 
36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 
37and saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" 38There was 
also an inscription over him, "This is the King of the Jews." 
39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and 
saying, "Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" 40But the other 
rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are under the same 
sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed have been condemned justly, 
for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done 
nothing wrong." 42Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into 
your kingdom." 43He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise." 
 
HYMN: Ah, Holy Jesus (ELW 349) 

 
 



THE DEATH AND BURIAL OF JESUS: Luke 23:44-56 
44It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until 
three in the afternoon, 45while the sun's light failed; and the curtain of 
the temple was torn in two. 46Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, 
"Father, into your hands I commend my spirit." Having said this, he 
breathed his last. 47When the centurion saw what had taken place, he 
praised God and said, "Certainly this man was innocent." 48And when all 
the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken 
place, they returned home, beating their breasts. 49But all his 
acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, 
stood at a distance, watching these things. 
50Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a 
member of the council, 51had not agreed to their plan and action. He 
came from the Jewish town of Arimathea, and he was waiting 
expectantly for the kingdom of God. 52This man went to Pilate and asked 
for the body of Jesus. 53Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, 
and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid. 54It was 
the day of Preparation, and the sabbath was beginning. 55The women who 
had come with him from Galilee followed, and they saw the tomb and 
how his body was laid. 56Then they returned, and prepared spices and 
ointments. On the sabbath they rested according to the commandment. 
 
ANTHEM: Forgive Your People (Anonymous) 
Rachel Jackman, Soloist; Lucy Kay Osborne, Piano 
 
BIDDING PRAYER 
Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the 
world. 

Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in 
Jesus Christ. By your Holy Spirit guide the church and gather it 
throughout the world. Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name, 
and bring the good news of salvation in Christ to all people. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us pray for Elizabeth and Shelley our bishops, for Tor our pastor, for 
Roger, Beth, Kristin, Lucy Kay, Richard, Kenny and all servants of the 
church, and for all the people of God. 



Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and makes it 
holy. Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors, other ministers, and lay 
leaders. Keep them in health and safety for the good of the church, and 
help each of us in our various vocations to do faithfully the work to which 
you have called us. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us pray for those preparing for baptism. 

Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church. Increase the 
faith and understanding of those preparing for baptism. Give them new 
birth as your children, and keep them in the faith and communion of your 
holy church. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. 
Look with favor on all who follow Jesus your Son. 
Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, 
and keep us united in the fellowship of love. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God. 

Almighty and eternal God, long ago you gave your promise to Abraham 
and your teaching to Moses. Hear our prayers that the people you called 
and elected as your own may receive the fulfillment of the covenant’s 
promises. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. Almighty 
and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call out to you 
under different names. Bring an end to inter-religious strife, and make us 
more faithful witnesses of the love made known to us in your Son. We ask 
this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us pray for those who do not believe in God. Almighty and eternal 
God, you created humanity so that all may long to know you and find 
peace in you. Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and 



grace in the world and in the lives of Christians, and gladly acknowledge 
you as the one true God. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us pray for God's creation. 

Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent universe. 
Hold all the worlds in the arms of your care and bring all things to 
fulfillment in you. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us pray for those who serve in public office. 

Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and 
oppressed. In your goodness, give wisdom to those in authority, so that 
all people may enjoy justice, peace, freedom, and a share in the 
goodness of your creation. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us pray for those in need. 

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new 
courage to those who have lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, 
give safety to travelers, free those unjustly deprived of liberty, and 
deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease. Hear the prayers 
of all who call on you in any trouble, that they may have the joy of 
receiving your help in their need. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us 
ask. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 



 
POSTLUDE: O, Sacred Head Now Wounded (J. Brahms) 
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