We all have friendships that kind of just happened.  


You were in the same class, 


rode the same bus, 


worked at the same place, 


started in Skagway the same year 



and over time people have become your friends.  

Hopefully we all have one or two of people that are close to us in our life.  


If we don't 


or if we realize the value of said friends 



and could really use some more, 


then I would invite you to explore this idea of Covenant Friendship with me.

As we hear the story of Jonathan and David's friendship, 


one that is often cited as the ideal, 



we should notice a few things that they do, 



that we often avoid, 




for no other reason than awkwardness and possible rejection.  

Just after David has killed Goliath, 


Jonathan sees David 


and feels that he is one in Spirit with David.  

The text doesn't clarify, 


but this connection is possibly made 



while David is still holding Goliath's head.  

Jonathan chooses to treat David, 

to love David 


as he loves him self.  

Jesus later said 


we were to “love our neighbor as ourself.”  



This is half of the greatest commandment. 

 Jonathan does not stop here however.  


18:3 tells us that Jonathan made a covenant with David 



because he loved him as he loved himself.  


They verbalized what their friendship would entail.  

A covenant is an agreement, 


an alliance between two people 


or man and God.  

Jonathan's act is one that is amazing to think through.  


He was the heir to the throne according to man's tradition.  

Yet, here is this boy, 


who has just saved the nation 


and is now the biggest threat to Jonathan taking the throne after his father.  



He is a hero 




and has the full attention of his father Saul.  

Does Jonathan fight David?  


No, he gives him his robe, tunic, sword and belt.  


He sees a potential in David that others do not.  


He sees how God's Spirit is upon him



as the Spirit has been upon Jonathan so many times in earlier chapters.  
Both are dependent upon God to face enemies larger than themselves.  



Why wouldn't you commit to being friends with such a person?  




Is awkwardness a good enough excuse?

We all have friendships at some level, 


how many of us have ever had a DTR with our friends like Jonathan did.  

DTR stands for 


“define the relationship.”  

As a high school and college student, 


DTRs were with members of the opposite gender,



 trying to figure out if we were friends or dating, 



and how serious it was.  

It was never an easy conversation 


and they were not a conversation you wanted to have often.  

The reason you had them, 


was so that both parties had the same spoken expectations of each other.  



We were not shocked if they suddenly stated dating our friend, 




because we had told them we just wanted to be friends.

Have you ever spoken to your non-romantic friends 


and asked them to define the relationship?  

As parents of the pandemic, 


we experienced this on one level, 



as everyone was forming their bubbles.  

Unfortunately, 


we joined the conversation too late 


and found many bubbles already formed.  

Yet, people were having good and honest conversations 


about how important other friends were in their life.  

I am not great at having these Define the Relationship talks with friends.  


You can ask Lisa, 



I was slow to do it with her, 




because I wanted to ensure a high probability of success.  

God has inspired me at times to do such things 


and it drastically deepened the friendship.  

In high school, 


my best friend's parents were moving in the second semester of our Senior year.  

He was talking about it and how frustrating it was.  


I asked, 



“Do you think you could come live with us 




instead of moving?”  


When he said, 



“Yes,” I felt the pathway of our friendship expand.  

Our parents worked out the details, 


but Kale and I talked about everything deeper, 


like brothers from then on.  

A similar thing happened here in Skagway during my first few years, 


when I was looking to go to Costa Rica 



I asked Patrick Johnstone if he wanted to come?  

When he said yes, 


I  heard that as, 



“You are a good enough friend to travel the world with.”  


Not a DTR necessarily, 



but the commitment to travel with me 




strengthened our friendship.  


Being willing to go on trips with me is a big commitment in my book.  



So those who have braved Glacier Bay, 



the Tateshini River, 



or any of my other multi-day adventures, 




are brave, committed and true friends.  

The problem is, 


most have moved away.

Now that I have a wife and a family, 


10 day trips in the wilderness don't happen like they used to.  

So is there something I can do 


without having to stare down a grizzly bear 


or paddle 100 miles together,



to know a friend is committed to me?  

We all know the answer is yes, 


but it is awkward to do so.  

But we need to do it more often 


if we are going to be known 


and know others.  



If vulnerability of ourselves 



and honesty with other is going to occur.  

If we are going to live into the Kingdom reality 


of being known.  

We are going to need to ask people, 


“will you be there for me 


as I commit to be there for you?”  


The four men I asked to be part of my wedding


I am excited to say 



I will have done something with each of them this year.  




Two came up and preached for me in March, 




one went to French Polynesia with me, 




and the remaining one I will see over Thanksgiving in Montana.  


2023 will be the first time that has happened since my wedding, 



but every 10 years good things do happen.

None of these friends live here however.  


So how do I start to create the bond I have with these others 



with people in Skagway?  

To go deeper with someone, 


we first need to name the reality. 

Jonathan saw someone like him.  


Someone who had God's presence upon them 



and had similar military skills.  

He took action 


and made a covenant with David, 



because he loved him like he loved himself.  


David was from then on, 



called to love Jonathan in a similar manner. 

This shaped Jonathan's future.


As life progressed, 



we see Jonathan's faithfulness be to David over his father, 



and his call as king.  


Without the conversation, 



this would not have happened.


The covenant superseded the honor your father and mother



and honoring your government.

My experience, 


as I have entered into covenant relationships with other pastors, 



has been one of clarity of defining the relationship at the beginning.  

Yet, also caution 


as we walked into sharing what was happening in our life.  

I shared my struggles with the job at first 


and watched to see how those were handled.  

If trust was maintained, 


I would move into my personal life, 


and eventually my inner thought life.  

I did not start with the deepest, 


most dangerous pieces first.  

I made sure the other person could handle what I was sharing with them 


and added to the load each time we met.

Next week we will talk about forgiveness, 


because our friends will not perfectly hold up the covenant at all times.  


They are sinners just like I am and you are.  

So we also need to explore how forgiveness happens with them 


and us 



when one party falls short.  

Know that your friends will not achieve everything they set out to do, 


but with forgiveness, 



we won't have to start over with someone new.  

If they prove to be unreliable, 

or move away, 

or you find that you are both moving in different directions, 


it is okay to acknowledge that as well 


and know that things ran their course.

There are still five other factors that will strengthen our friendships with people.  


Besides forgiveness, 



none of them will drive your friendship deeper faster, 


than actually making a commitment to be there for them.  

You don't need to start at choosing your friendship with them 


over becoming King like Jonathan.  

You can start at, 


“We seem to have similar parenting styles 



and desires for our children.  


What would you think of having dinner together once a month for  a year 



to share the highs and lows?”  


That would be a covenant friendship.

If you are still uncertain of what a covenant relationship would be like, 


that is my fault as your pastor 


and the sessions fault as your elders.  

A majority of you have become covenant partners.  


A couple of you we made a baptismal covenant with.  



We have done a much better job upholding our baptismal covenant 




with Eva and Esme 



than we have done as covenant partners together.  

For as covenant partners with each other, 


you committed to: 



“be faithful to Christ 




by participating in the congregation’s worship, 




fellowship, 




and service on an ongoing basis. 



Faithfulness in Christ as a covenant partner, 




involves a commitment to growth into spiritual maturity 






as a disciple of Christ 




and dedication of time, talents and treasures  





to the congregation’s mission and ministry,






 in accordance to the gifts that God has bestowed







 upon him or her.” 


We as the church committed 



“to provide encouragement, 



support, 



and correction 




that the Lord promises to those who share spiritual fellowship.”  
We have all acknowledged that this is what we need 


and what we were going to provide for each other.  


We have not always reached this goal.  

I remind us of these commitments, 


so that we might be able to reach this goal in the days and years ahead



as we have a covenant to live into. 
