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SAR Alabama
June, 2019
MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT
Compatriots,
It has been a busy spring for our
society. Naturally, there was the
preparation for and the conducting of
the spring BOM of which I provided
you with an executive summary
elsewhere in this newsletter. A lot
was addressed and accomplished at
the BOM.
Let me stress again that every
chapter should make an effort to
send members to the BOM, not only
to participate in decisions made there
but to have a closer connection with
the state society. Every chapter is
important and I hope we will have a
full contingent of representatives at
the fall BOM on Oct. 5 at the American Village.
The next event was the dedication
of the Flagpole Project at the American Village. I cannot thank enough
Bob Anderson as chairman and Fred
Olive who served as the on-ground
facilitator for all their hard work. I
especially want to thank our Color
Guard, who made a very impressive
showing at the dedication and to all
of our compatriots who made short
and long trips to be at the American
Village. I cannot begin to tell you how
much your participation and interest
at this event was noticed by the
national honors and other VIP’s who
attended from out of state.
The national society is very aware
of the Alabama Society’s efforts and
See MESSAGE, Page 2
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The ALSSAR flag pole project is centered behind a kneeling George Washington.

ALSSAR holds flag dedication
ceremony at American Village
June 21, 2019, dawned hot and humid but
that did not deter NSSAR President General
Warren Alter and President General Mike
Tomme (2016-2017), along with Registrar
General Bruce Pickett, Historian General
John Thornhill, Surgeon General Dr. Darryl
Addington, Southern District Vice President
General Colin Wakefield, SAR Foundation
member Sam Powell and over 100 members
of the Alabama Society as they gathered to-

gether at the American Village in Montevallo
to dedicate the American Village Flag Project
and formally present it to the American Village Citizenship Trust.
Last September, several of the Alabama
Society officers were discussing how we
could increase the Alabama Society’s presence at the American Village and support
them in their mission.
See CEREMONY, Page 3

PAGE 2

S A R A LA B A MA

Spring BOM addresses convention concerns, Scouting course
The spring BOM meeting at the American Village was very
productive and I would like to give you an executive summary of
our meeting with some personal comments.
I am pleased to report that we had a very good turnout of compatriots for our meeting. There was quite a number of items on the
agenda but I will highlight the most important items. I would like
to start off by saying thank you to Benny Hannah who did a wonderful job as recording secretary in the absence of Jim Griffith.
In an effort to improve communication with the C.A.R., I invited President William Lane and Vice President Lily Pennington of
the C.A.R. to our meeting and they gave brief remarks.
Under “old business,” past ALSSAR president Bob Anderson
gave a detailed report on our flagpole project and its dedication to
be held on June 21. Bob advised the group that an additional $3,
000 needs to be raised for flagpole maintenance for the next 10
years. Donations to this fund will be appreciated. I presented

Americanism awards to the Tennessee Valley chapter and to the
Black Warrior chapter.
Under “new business,” a motion was passed that the Alabama
SAR treasurer only fulfill payment requests backed up by receipts, minutes or other documentation. This policy took effect
immediately and compiled with standard account practices. A
committee chaired by Jim Griffith and assisted by Bruce Buehler
and Bill Daniel were appointed to study the need for standard
forms for various reports. The officers receive different forms
from different chapters and standardized forms are needed to
make their job easier.
Jim Maples and Fred Olive gave a report to the BOM that the
annual convention is costing about $3,000 more than revenue
received. Jim, Fred and I are reviewing cost items to reduce this
amount.
See BOM, Page 4
—Photos courtesy of Jim Maples

Top teacher honored
The Tennessee Valley chapter
organized a reception on May 4
at the Veteran’s Museum in
Huntsville to honor Hartselle
Intermediate School’s Jonathan
Bragwell, the state’s first recipient of the NSSAR Elementary
School History Teacher of the
Year Award. At left, chapter
president Jim Griffith presents
Bragwell with a certificate
signed by Gov. Kay Ivey. At
right, State Representative Scott
Stadthagen presents Bragwell
with a framed certificate. Bragwell was honored earlier in the
spring with a ceremony at the
school announcing him as the
national award winner.
Message
(Continued from Page 1)
participation at both the state and national level. The importance of the Flagpole memorial cannot be emphasized
enough. First, it is an obvious and readily visible memorial of
the Alabama Society. Everyone that goes up the hill will see it
and appreciate the fact that we were responsible for its installation. Second, the memorial has strengthened, without question, our connection to the American Village and shown our
resolve to supports its projects and missions.
I want to encourage all of our committees to work on their
various projects as they are the activity points where our society carries out our programs and provides an opportunity to for

members to participate at all levels. I encourage our various
committee chairmen to solicit as many of our members as possible to participate in activities at our various committees.
With fall coming, I will again be visiting various chapters. I
enjoy my visits very much as I learn more about each chapter
and its work and enjoy meeting its members.
Let me remind you of the Fall Leadership in Louisville on
Sept. 19-21. I encourage your participation in this fun and interesting meeting.
If I can be of any assistance to any chapter or member,
please feel free to contact me.
—Edmon McKinley
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A 25-member Color Guard representing four states displayed the colors at the June 21 dedication ceremony.
Ceremony
(Continued from Page 1)
We considered a monument, a flag
pole and other ideas. We then learned
that a statue of George Washington
kneeling at Valley Forge was being donated to the American Village and was
to be installed on top of Liberty Hill.
After reviewing the site, the current
project consisting of three flag poles,
three flags (Betsy Ross, Alabama And
Washington’s
Commander-in-chief’s
flag), three bronze dedication plaques
and three bases were envisioned and
approval of the Society was sought.
The Board of Managers unanimously
adopted the project.
As a result of the generosity of Alabama compatriots, by December the
Society had raised over $10,000 and by
January the full projected cost of the
project ($14,000) was in the bank.
The NSSAR George Washington Endowment Fund generously donated
$6,000 to the project.
As the fund raising proceeded, two
benches were added and the bases were
modified to become a sitting wall.
Working with the American Village
staff, the flagpoles and flags were ordered, plaques procured and plans activated.
The original plans were to have everything in place and the dedication to be
held on Feb. 22 (Washington’s birthday
and the first day of our state convention)
but Mother Nature had other plans for
us. Heavy rains so saturated the ground
it prevented us from moving the heavy
equipment to the site.

—Photo courtesy of the American Village

President Generals Alter, left, and
Tomme, right, with Walker.
The rain continued until May, when
work commenced and the project was
finally completed on June 12.
On June 21, ALSSAR president Edmon McKinley opened the dedication
ceremony at 10:30 a.m. with the Color
Guard, consisting of 25 members representing the states of Alabama, Tennessee, Mississippi and Georgia, presenting
the colors.

Following a welcome by McKinley,
Alter and American Village founder and
president Tom Walker gave greetings
and opening comments. Following the
comments, Alter, McKinley and past
ALSSAR president Bob Anderson unveiled the three memorial plaques.
The center plaque reads “Dedicated to
the American Village which serves the
Nation as an educational institution
whose mission is to strengthen and renew the foundations of American liberty
and self-government by engaging and
inspiring citizens and leaders to Know
America's history, Cherish the ideals of
liberty and Serve our country as good
citizens and leaders.”
The Right plaque reads “The timeless
lesson of liberty is that freedom is not
free. We remember, honor and thank
those in every generation who have
served and sacrificed for America and
for liberty.”
The left plaque reads “The advancement and diffusion of knowledge is the
only guardian of true liberty.”
― James Madison
Walker then formally accepted the gift
of the Alabama Society.
Following the dedication ceremony on
the hill, proceedings adjourned to lunch
for all attendees at Liberty Hall hosted by
Walker. Alter and Walker provided comments. This project ensures that the legacy of the Alabama Society continues at
the American Village and that generations of children and adults will continue
to enjoy and learn at this magnificent site.
—Bob Anderson
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BOM
(Continued from Page 2)
A motion was approved for each state chapter within the Alabama SAR to purchase a one page $100 advertisement to go in
the convention program to help with convention expense.
Twenty five percent of our chapters do not participate in our
convention. I would urge members from all chapters to participate. Our annual convention will be held at Embassy Suites in
Hoover on Feb. 21-22, 2020. I will have more to say about our
convention in another newsletter.
A motion was passed raising the travel allowance of our orations winner to go to Congress to $1,500.
At my request , vice president David Jones and chancellor Bill
Kirkland addressed the BOM on the need for our members who
are involved with persons under the age of 19 to take the Boy
Scouts of America Youth Protection Training Course. A detailed
motion effectuating policy was passed by the BOM.
This permanent policy requires any compatriot in any capacity
of the Alabama SAR involving youth to satisfactorily complete
the Boy Scouts of America course and forward a copy of the certificate of completion to their chapter secretary, the ALSSAR
secretary and the ALSSAR youth protection coordinator.
I appointed vice president David Jones as the youth protection
coordinator. Both David Jones and Bill Kirkland have provided
details to each chapter president and secretary. Many other states
have already established such a policy and I wouldn’t be surprised
if the National Society implements such a policy soon. I would
urge each chapter president to ensure that their affected members
take this course as soon as possible. We must be proactive in this
area.
A surprise agenda item was presented by Eric Alford who at my
request, and assisted by Jim Maples, had Alabama Society shirts
made of high quality material and very striking appearance. The
cost is $25 per shirt plus postage. I appreciate Eric taking on this
project. Please contact Eric if you would like to have a shirt. (I
might mention that at Congress the Alabama delegates received
numerous compliments about our shirts and the Alabama delegates were very noticeable at Congress).
I appointed a ROTC medals expense committee with Jim Maples as chairmen, along with David Jones and Bruce Buehler, to
report back on what it would cost for the ALSSAR to cover the

entire cost of JROTC medals instead of one-half of the expense as
present practice.
I appointed Art Dillman from the General Galvez chapter to be
the ALSSAR liaison to The SAR Magazine. Please send Art chapter pictures or events and a short description for possible inclusion
in the NSSAR-distributed The SAR Magazine.
Joe Barker, who I appointed Color Guard adjutant, gave a very
enthusiastic report about his effort to grow our Color Guard. With
cost sometimes being a factor, Joe displayed a complete uniform
with hat and shoes which he assembled for $585. Please contact
Joe Barker or commander Tom Smith for more information.
The BOM voted to give the Tennessee Valley chapter one half
of its expenses for its reception for the SAR Elementary National
Teacher Reception in the amount of $279.76.
Because of the work load of the state secretary that is now
placed upon this position, I appointed a committee chaired by Bill
Daniels along with Bruce Buehler and Jim Griffith to bring back
recommendations and suggestions regarding the advisability of
the Alabama SAR Society creating a position of Assistant State
Secretary for Membership Data Management.
Color Guard Commander Tom Smith addressed the BOM and
said anyone interested in getting live fire rifles could get them at a
greatly reduced price and a training program provided by the National Park Service that would allow the use of the rifles. The
costs of the rifles are between $1,000 and $1,200 and are historically reliable.
I appointed a Financial Forecast Committee with David Jones as
chairmen and John Van Zandt and Roger Vaughn also serving on
this committee.
There was also a delicious lunch served by the Ladies Auxiliary.
They are a very important component of the Alabama SAR. After
lunch, Dr. Bob England, who is our historian, gave an interesting
talk on “Galvez’s Campaigns of 1779 and 1780.”
After lunch, various other administrated items, reports and
comments were presented to the BOM. Even though we had a
very full agenda with over 16 items being covered, the BOM adjourned at 1:20 p.m. Let me again urge chapters to send representatives to the BOM meetings. The BOM is an especially good
event for new members
—Edmon McKinley

—Photo courtesy of David Jones

Black Warrior River’s Flag Day celebration
ALSSAR vice-president David Jones was the keynote speaker
for the 244th Army Birthday and Flag Day Celebration held at
the Tuscaloosa Federal Courthouse on June 13, speaking on
“The First ‘Greatest’ Generation” patriots of Lexington and
Concord. ALSSAR president Edmon McKinley also attended
the event, co-sponsored by AUSA-Tuscaloosa Chapter, the
Black Warrior River chapter, American Legion Post 123 and
the VFW Post 6022, which honored three World War II veterans and included members of the CAR’s Lafayette Society,
from left: Hope Cain (The Flag Poem), Kate Cain (A Tribute
to the Armed Forces), Anne Cain (My Country Poem) and
John Cain (The Soldiers Creed). Not pictured is Lafayette
Society senior president Rosalind Holloman.
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Little River contestant becomes first ALSSAR national winner in Rumbaugh contest
Allison (Allie) Elizabeth Stanley made history at the 2019 Congress by becoming the first-ever ALSSARsponsored contestant to win first place in the Joseph S. Rumbaugh Historical Orations contest. She used
Thomas Paine to show how words can change the course of history and Stanley showed how she can use
words as her delivery, pose and speech content were fantastic . Her last few sentences left no doubt that
she was going to be the winner. Shown sharing in Stanley’s victory are, from left: Edmon McKinley,
David Billings, Don Roberson, Bruce Pickette and Fred Olive. Stanley was recruited by the Little River
chapter and was coached well by compatriots Rod Hildreth and Lee Swart .

—Photos courtesy of Carl Thornton

Sons of Liberty poster winners
The Lamar County chapter recently honored its winners of
the Americanism Elementary School Poster Contest, visiting Vernon Intermediate School to present a check to firstplace winner Seelee Robertson (above), daughter of John
Paul and Kimberly Robertson, who earned honorable mention in the state convention with her poster “Revolutionary
War Hero John Adams.” Second place went to Olivia
Cantrell (left with chapter president Tyler Edgeworth and
Carl Thornton) for her poster “Paul Revere.”
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Tennessee Valley honors eight men with heroism medals
At its June meeting, the Tennessee Valley chapter awarded
eight SAR heroism medals,
with four going to Huntsville
police officers and four more
to Hartselle city workers, including three police officers.
The Huntsville officers
earned recognition after apprehending a fleeing suspect. On
Jan. 16, a man was observed
driving a vehicle that had been
reported stolen two days earlier. The suspect fled when officers attempted to stop the
vehicle and pursuit was broken
off because of concerns about
public safety. Later that morning, Devron Booker was spotted again in the stolen vehicle.
Booker fled the scene, firing
on at least three police officers.
Huntsville officers Taylor J.
Davis, Christopher L. Wellman and Darren W. White all
came under fire. Booker was
finally taken into custody after
wrecking the vehicle on Hobbs
Island Road. Officer Larry W.
Tomlin was able to subdue the
suspect when Booker’s weapon malfunctioned after Tomlin
forced the suspect off the road.
Thanks to the restraint and
the professionalism of all the
Huntsville Police Department
officers involved, this very
dangerous individual was
placed in custody and there
were no injuries to innocent
citizens or law enforcement
personnel.
The Hartselle quartet earned
recognition after saving an
individual from a burning
house. On Feb. 22, Stephen D.
Johnson was checking areas
for flooding in his capacity as
an employee of the Hartselle
City Utilities. He noticed a
woman waving and screaming
outside a burning home. Johnson stopped to help and was
soon joined by Hartselle Police
officers Robert W. Baker and
Roger R. Speake as well as
Captain Robert A. Finn.
Baker and Speake were
about thirty minutes from the
end of their shift when a radio
dispatch was received about a
house fire. They responded

—Photo courtesy of Jim Maples

Tennessee Valley chapter president Jim Griffith, left, and vice-president Ray
Livingston, right, honor Huntsville officers, from left: Larry Tomlin, Taylor
Davis, Darren White and Christopher Wellman.
and found Johnson, who advised people were still in the
burning house. Finn arrived on
the scene and heard Baker
shout that were still people in
the burning house and quickly
joined Baker, Speake and
Johnson in rescue efforts.
The men were told that two
people, including a disabled
woman on oxygen and unable

to move, were still inside the
burning house. Although the
house was fully involved in
fire, the four men managed to
tear down a vinyl fence and get
to a back bedroom window
which one woman had already
broken out to escape. All four
men combined their efforts to
get the disabled woman out of
the house through the window

and to safety about five
minutes before the bedroom
was engulfed in flames.
About 30 minutes later the
oxygen tank exploded with
enough force to knock some
firefighters off the front porch.
Thanks to the quick action by
these four men there was no
loss of life.
— Mac Moon

—Photo courtesy of Jim Maples

Tennessee Valley chapter president Jim Griffith, left, and vice-president Ray
Livingston, right, honors Hartselle officers Roger Speake, Robert Finn and
Robert Baker along with Stephen Johnson.
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An annual declaration
On July 3, the Tuscaloosa Bar Association
conducted its annual
reading of the Declaration
of Independence on the
steps of the Tuscaloosa
County
Courthouse.
Black
Warrior
River
chapter president Ryan
Montgomery (top row, far
right) participated in the
reading.

—Photos courtesy of David Jones

‘Celebrate America’ fellowship
Color Guard members (above, from left) David
Jones and Cade McCool of the Black Warrior River
chapter and MSSSAR’s James Irvin present the colors in the Fayette County Baptist Association’s
“Celebrate America” fellowship at the Fayette First
Baptist Church on June 30. Past ALSSAR president
John Killian (left photo) introduces veterans from
the community and also presented key members of
the city and county government with a miniature set
of Revolutionary War flags in recognition of their
patriotism and leadership in the community.
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Richard Henry Lee’s new compatriots
The Richard Henry Lee chapter added a
pair of compatriots at the chapter’s monthly
meeting on Feb. 22 as (photo at right), from
left: Bruce Kent Bowers and Tom Whatley
were inducted into the chapter by president
Bob Harris. Michael Megelsh of the Auburn
University History Department (bottom right
photo with chapter vice-president Richard
Guthrie, left, and Harris) was the featured
speaker at the meeting, presenting a very
interesting program on “Alabama in the
Revolutionary War Era.” At the March
meeting, Dr. Emily Sparrow (bottom left
photo with Harris and Guthrie) presented
an enlightening program on “Comparing
Eligibility, Backgrounds and Programs of
DAR, Colonial Dames and Daughters of the
American Colonists.”
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Galvez a fascinating read for Revolutionary War fans
Gonzalo M. Quintero Saravia, Bernardo de Galvez: Spanish Hero of the
American Revolution. University of
North Carolina Press: 2018. (This
book was published with the assistance
of Joseph R. Godfrey, Ph.D., of the National Society Sons of the American
Revolution and Joseph W. Dooley; and
with the assistance of the Fundacion
Consejo Espana-Estados Unidos.)
In the first decades of the 20 th Century, historian Herbert Eugene Bolton
initiated the study of Spain in early
American history with an exploration of
the Mexican Archives. His contributions — and those of his students —
caused the new field to be called The
Boltonian Borderlands.
By the years after World War II, a
generation of scholars turned their studies away from traditional topics in
American history in favor of a new orientation to the treatment of the revolutionary era. Past President Joseph W.
Dooley, through an annual SAR conference he organized, encouraged a number of scholars to investigate the Revolution beyond the traditional Thirteen
Colonies through specialized studies
focusing on the global nature of the
struggle.
Galvez’s family originated near Malaga, Spain. His father and his uncle, Jose, served in various roles in the New
World and supported the younger man’s
career. Young Bernardo enrolled in the
famous military academy at Avila and
then began his career in the army. He
campaigned in Portugal in The Seven
Years’ War and shortly after, had a successful expedition against the Apache
Indians of northern New Mexico.
But in July of 1769, Jose de Galvez
suffered a bout of disease which left
him enfeebled in body as well as
mind. Sleep deprivation, a high fever,
and “deep melancholy” pointed toward
mental illness. Quintero Saravia maintains “that from August 1769, the behavior of the Visitor-General was increasingly erratic and even deranged.” His superior ordered Jose Galvez to Mexico City.
Despite his uncle’s difficulties, young
Galvez received the first of several rapid
promotions. In 1776, the government
sent him to New Orleans to command
the garrison. He served as governor of
Louisiana. Galvez proved to be efficient,
an excellent diplomat who worked well
with the French who remained in the
Crescent City. His popularity soared
when he married the daughter of one of
the wealthiest Creole leaders. The match
with Felicite St. Maxent proved to be
fortunate and happy.
Galvez spent time and energy in propping up diplomatic relations with native
tribes. In addition, he planned new for-

tifications and watched his British
neighbors in Natchez, Pensacola, and
Mobile as the American Revolution
began. He developed a sophisticated
intelligence gathering network after
France declared war on England and
allied with the United States. Oliver
Pollock, an agent for Willing, Morris,
and Company of Philadelphia, befriended Galvez and proved to be a valuable
asset to the governor who spoke no
English. Pollock also served as factor
for the Continental Congress Secret
Committee on finance, chaired by Robert Morris.
France had little to lose by intervening in the American Revolution. Spain,
on the other hand, could forfeit its colonial holdings of Louisiana, Mexico, and
Central America as well as a number of
valuable islands in the western hemisphere. Consequently, Spain followed a
cautious policy and though Galvez prepared for eventual conflict, he followed
Madrid’s policies of strict neutrality.
However, with the assistance of Pollock, he provided aid to the rebellious
colonies without threatening relations
with the English or their colonies of
East and West Florida.
When war between Spain and England erupted on June 21 st of 1779, the
Spanish quickly captured Manchac, on
the border between British West Florida
and Spanish Louisiana, and Baton
Rouge. Galvez negotiated the surrender
of Natchez removing British forces
from the lower Mississippi Valley. Galvez led a joint army-navy task force
from New Orleans and Havana to Mobile which fell afterth a siege of several
weeks on March 14 of 1780.
The next target, Pensacola, the capitol
of West Florida, proved more elu-

sive. In October, a hurricane disrupted
the first attempt against the British
stronghold. Further, raising reinforcements from Havana and from France
took a great deal of time and energy. But by the spring of 1781, a combination of French and Spanish arms
sailed for Pensacola.
The siege lasted
from March 9th until an explosion of a
critical magazine caused the British to
surrender.
Galvez planned an expedition to take
Jamaica but the British navy in the
neighborhood outnumbered the combined French and Spanish fleet. In
1784, Galvez moved to Cuba where he
served as Captain-General and led
Spanish forces in the Gulf of Mexico
and the Caribbean. Soon afterwards, the
king named him viceroy of New Spain.
As was the case in Louisiana, he
proved to be both efficient and popular
but he died in November, 1786, the
victim of an epidemic. Galvez proved
himself to be a devoted subject to the
Spanish Crown and a dedicated follower of Spanish policy.
The appendices — particularly the
table of organization of the forces on
both sides in the fighting on the Mississippi River and the Gulf Coast -- contribute to the understanding of operational problems faced by the Spanish
and English. Though the combatants on
both sides were small when compared to
other theaters of the war, these few soldiers fought to decide the fate of about a
third of the north American continent.
While Quintero Saravia’s magnificent
biography may be the last word on the
life and career of a dedicated servant of
Spain, some criticism is due.
First, the book is dense, with needless
repetitions of information better exiled
to the endnotes. Secondly, readers familiar with Alabama’s geography will
be shocked to learn that Mobile Village
“sat between Mobile Bay and the Perdidos River” and that “It was essential to
guard this location so as to keep communications open between the two
banks of the river.” (p. 188) I failed to
understand the confusing paragraphs on
page 189 which states that “HMS Mentor and HMS Hound were able to enter
Mobile Bay without any problem.” (p.
189) Of course Mobile Village and its
fortifications (now Spanish Fort) are
miles north of Dauphin Island and some
miles east of the Perdido River.
Even with these criticisms, it is safe to
say that Quintero Saravia’s biography
possesses a safe place in the historiography of the Boltonian Borderlands. Anyone interested in Galvez and
the impact of Spain on the American
Revolution ignores this book at his or
her peril!
—Bob England, Ph.D., F.A.M.S.W.
Alabama Society Historian
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Be sure to send in your chapter news for the next newsletter
If you’re submitting material for the next newsletter, please e-mail your
pictures and information to timgaylesar@gmail.com or send information
about your chapter’s activities or upcoming events by Sept. 10 to Tim
Gayle at 3104 Cabot Street, Montgomery, AL 36110.
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Compatriot visits Scotland
Tri-State chapter compatriot Edward
Irwin ventured along for the annual
President General’s trip in May.
Irwin, pictured with past NSSAR
President General Mike Tomme (left)
and President General Warren Alter
(right) included Edinburgh, Paisley
Abbey, Mother Lodge in Kilwinning
and Glasgow as some of the
highlights on a very educational and
enjoyable trip. This coming year,
President General Jack Manning’s
trip is to Bermuda on May 13-18,
2020, to commemorate the 245th
anniversary
of
the
Bermuda
Gunpowder Plot in what promises to
be another entertaining, relaxing
and educational trip. For more
information,
contact
National
Headquarters.

