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IT IS STILL ALL ABOUT JESUS CHRIST!
“I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the
dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of
season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. For the time is
coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from
listening to the truth and wander off into myths.” ~ 2 Timothy 4:1-4 (ESV)
It is my prayer that you and your loved ones are well. I want to begin by thanking you for your love and
support of Christ UMC. Your prayers, your financial support, your time and talents speak volumes to
your faith and love for God. As we continue to struggle to be the church in this very difficult season of
our lives, my hope is that you will continue to seek God and ask him to show you what it means to be
a follower of Jesus Christ in this time and place. With that in mind, let’s also reflect on what it means to
be the church in our present world.
I don’t know about you, but it is really hard to watch what is happening in our country today. With the
rise of lawlessness, the hatred, and the blaming that is going on in our country, it is harder and harder
to think that we could achieve civility anymore.
While it is discouraging to see many of our cities being looted, burned, and statues knocked down, to
me the most discouraging thing is seeing how divided the Church is about what is happening around
us. The Church continues to disagree on our mission and how we are to respond to the crisis in our
nation. Some churches are on board with the social justice movement to dismantle racism, to defund
police officers, to bring awareness to White-Privilege and to speak out against systemic racism in our
country. Others, however, believe the only solution to our problems is to continue preaching and
teaching the simple Good News about our Lord Jesus Christ.
I happen to be one who believes that until every heart is transformed by the saving grace of God that
is Jesus Christ, we will continue to have racism, classicism, unequal privileges … and we will continue
to be at odds with one another. Until every person pledges their allegiance to God and are devoted to
his righteous law, we will continue to run over each other with our demands, rights, and privileges.
This of course does not mean that we just sit back and do nothing. We must speak out, when we can,
against any unjust behaviors; behaviors that destroy the lives of the innocent and the most vulnerable;
behavior that prefer one group(s) or people over another; behavior that kills and steals what they
believe is rightfully theirs. We must also be willing to get our hands dirty in serving others who are less
fortunate than us, and we must do so with generosity and kindness toward all humans no matter the
color of their skin and/or ethnicity. I believe this is what Jesus has called us to do as his followers.
As the Church, I am convinced we are called to defend and to preach the Good News of Jesus both in
good times or bad…when it is popular and when being threatened. We have no command from Jesus
and his apostles to change or to rewrite the message to appeal to the mass. Our job is not to change
the message but to teach it as we received it. We have been warned that there will always be people
who will not tolerate the sound teachings and doctrines of our faith. So, let us remain sober minded
and stay faithful to the message given to us.

In the midst of craziness, let us continue to affirm our faith in Jesus Christ who has the power to
change human hearts and minds. Even in the midst of fear and confusion, I am convinced that God is
doing something wonderful in our midst. In troubled times, God is calling out his people from
complacency and idleness to act and to declare their allegiance to him in ways that we wouldn’t
otherwise. In a time when people will turn away from the truth, and grow weary of the simple message
about Christ, let us hold fast to the preaching and teaching that continues to search our hearts and
minds. We must be ever watchful, and we must bear the pains of faithfulness to the one who gave his
all to rescue us from ourselves … from our sinful ways. May He be forever glorified!
Have a wonderful July 4th and stay safe if you are traveling!
Together in Christ,
Pastor Mao Her

CUMC Back To Church Guidelines
Date: July 5, 2020
Time: 10:15
-DO NOT ATTEND IF: you feel sick, have a cough, fever, chills, muscle pain, shortness of
breath, sore throat, new loss of taste or smell.
-Church building is disinfected before each Sunday of worship.
Entering the Building
-Arrive close to worship time as there will NOT be a coffee fellowship
-Masks are not required, but recommended. Masks are provided if you don’t have one.
- ABSOLUTELY NO HUGGING OR HAND SHAKING
-Masks and hand sanitizer will be offered at the entrance
Sanctuary
-There will be no ushers. Bulletins will be placed on a table for you to pick up as you enter the
sanctuary.
-Seats will be marked off for proper social distancing. If you are a family, living together, you
may sit together. Otherwise please maintain a physical distance of six feet, indicated by the
blue tape on the pews. An usher can assist you in finding a seat.
-There will be NO passing of the peace, or singing or offering during this first phase of return.
-Offering: please drop your envelope in the basket marked “Offering” as you exit the
sanctuary.
Communion
-Bread will be served on a tray with the bread placed in individual, disposable containers.
-Juice will be served on a tray with the juice poured into individual, disposable containers.
Exiting the Sanctuary
-Please exit keeping in mind the safe distance of six feet

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR JULY

5h

Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67
Psalm 45:10-17 or Psalm 72
(UMH 795)
Romans 7:15-25a
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

12th Genesis 25:19-34
Psalm 119:105-112 or Psalm 25
(UMH 756)
Romans 8:1-11
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

19th Genesis 28:10-19a
Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 (UMH 854)
Romans 8:12-25
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

26th Genesis 29:15-2814
Psalm 105:1-11, 45b (UMH 828)
Romans 8:26-39
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Birthdays This Month…
2nd Kayleigh Brown
19th Bonny Bailey
21st Don Larson
Please wish them a
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
when you see them!

UMW CORNER
Martha Fellowship

Wednesday, September 16th @ 6:45 PM
Hostess: Carol Olson
Looking forward to seeing everyone—-hopefully
in the near future!
We will plan to have a Craft & Bake sale in
November.
So——until we meet again—-enjoy your
summer!

The UMW Caring Circle
What can we write? No activities to report.
UMW ladies are home and staying quiet.
We do not know when our next meeting will be
… stay tuned!

If anyone has flowers
from their garden they
would like to share with
the church to decorate
the altar for the
Worship service, please
contact Nancy Wolski or
call the church office.
Thank you!

Movie Series Movies
The Men’s Breakfast,
which is held on the first
and third Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 AM,
is held at George
Webb’s Restaurant on
S. 76th Street in Franklin.
We hope you will join us
there, when they are
open & when you feel
safe!

Due to the Virus Epidemic and all
the issues involved…
As of this date I do not plan on doing the movie
series this fall! If anything changes for the
better I will reconsider and make the
announcement concerning any opening date!
Thanks to all for your past support!
Ron Stinson
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6:00 PM - Jazzercise

10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

Thursday
2

9

Goodwill Staff to
Come Back

Friday

Saturday

3
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6:00 PM - Jazzercise

Welcome Back!
12

13
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

14
6:00 PM – Jazzercise
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16
6:00 PM - Jazzercise
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20
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6:00 PM - Jazzercise

22

23
6:00 PM - Jazzercise

24

25

27

28
6:00 PM - Jazzercise

29

30
6:00 PM - Jazzercise

31

Goodwill Clients to
Come Back
6:30 PM – ZOOM ALB
Meeting

19
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
26
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

The NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE FOR
August is:
July 19th
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