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From the President

One of the great advantages to being a member of the CIOS is attending meetings
and learning from the experiences of other growers. But each of our growing
conditions are different. We grow many different plants requiring varied water,
light and temperatures. Meeting don’t answer all our questions. If you are not
already a member of the American Orchid Society, | would recommend joining.
Membership gives you access to seemingly limitless information. You also
receive their beautiful magazine. You can get a paper copy or just receive it
electronically. Check out the membership options at secure.aos.org.

Got ailing plants? Our special speaker for the May 13th meeting asks you to
bring them for a diagnosis. If like several of mine, you have plants that are too
far gone and just need to be tossed, he has a remedy for that also. He will have
orchids from his business to sell.

Linda Bailey,

President, CIOS
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& Editor's Note: Our president has
traveled to Zimbabwe last month. Let's
hope she has seen some orchids and has
some stories to tell us. According to Mark
Hyde, et al, editors of Flora of Zimbabwe,
the country is home to 54 genera and 356
taxa of orchids. At right is an antique
image of Disa, one of the species native
to southern Africa.
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https://www.zimbabweflora.co.zw/index.p
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Next meeting:

e The next meeting is on Monday May 13 at 6:30 p.m. at Hessel Park Church. This meeting will feature
Don White of Anything Orchids from Frankfort, IL (http://anythingorchids.com/about/). He will talk about
general orchid care, and will answer cultural and diagnostic questions, so bring your orchids for his advice.
He will also have some plants for sale.

e June 23, 4 p.m. CIOS Pot Luck Picnic. At Bettina and George Francis's. Members and guests only.
Details will be sent by e-mail.

e July 27, all day --- Field trip to Natt's Orchids, Naperville, IL. Details forthcoming. Members only.

Events in the area:

The AOS site under Event Calendar (www.ao0s.org/news-events/event-calendar.aspx) will show you what is
happening in the U.S. and elsewhere.

e May 17-19, 2019. Redland International Orchid Festival. Fruit and Spice Park, Homestead, FL. There
will be 44 vendors and numerous lectures. If you are visiting southern Florida, this is the show to stop for.
You can bring orchids on the plane as carryon.

e Aug 17,9 am. - 3 p.m. Prairie State Orchid Society Seminar, Rochester Public Library. This year's
speaker is Paul Storm of Meke Aloha Orchids in Sarasota, FL. They specialize in Laelia-Schoms and
Myrmecophila and are one of the leading breeder of hybrids involving these genera.

e Sept. 20-22, 2019. 27th Annual Chicagoland Orchid Fest, Natt's Orchids (Naperville, IL) and Orchids by
Hausermann (Villa Park, IL). For more info, see www.chicagolandorchidfest.com.

Notes and tips:

e Africa and its surrounding lands have many species of orchids. But can you imagine that one of them
escaped and landed in Australia where it is considered as invasive. Apparently, Disa bractreata has been
found in Australia and is rapidly spreading. So environmentally minded volunteers are walking the fields
with a single purpose of removing them. For the image and the story, see:
https://gorcc.org/2016/02/19/invasive-orchids-get-the-boot/.

e Are you seeing new growth on your orchids? If your growing area has been on the cool side, you may see
flower spikes emerging on Oncidiums, Cattleyas, and others which have not bloomed or may have had poor
showing of flowers in the past. With lots of rain of late, your indoor humidity is most likely high. Be careful
in watering on overcast, cool days as it may cause root rot. On the other hand, the insects are becoming
active--mealy bugs, spider mites, ants, etc. are typically active at this time of the season.

e |f your Phalaenopsis got a late start in flower setting, it will continue flowering way into summer. This
causes missing the best time for repotting, and much needed summer rest and revitalization for next year's
flowering. Consider cutting the stem and use it in a bouquet. The flowers will continue to bloom for several
months.
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e Orchids that never need water-- At the 2019 Prairie State Orchid Society's Show and Sale this year, there
was a vendor who had hand-made clay orchids and other flowers for sale. The prices ranged from $20 for
small plants and $50-$60 for large plants. They were so life-like that one has to touch it to confirm it is not
real. The details of the flowers such as color and shape, were excellent.

They are made and sold by Gracelynn's Clay Flowers based in Ballwin, MO.

AQOS News:
A new book just published --The AOS Guide to Orchids and their Culture

With about 28,000 known orchid species and many thousands of hybrids to choose from, selecting the right
orchid for your growing conditions can be challenging. This richly illustrated book will assist you in finding
the information you need to select orchids that are right for you wherever you
grow them.

The American Orchid Society Guide to

Orchids and their Culture

This book covers the basics of orchid culture including sections on light, water,
temperature, humidity, fertilizer, and specific culture information on the
popular groups of orchids. You will find information on when and how to
repot, orchid mounting, and how to grow orchids semi-hydroponically. There is
a section on common orchid pests and diseases, and the Orchid Doctor answers
many frequently asked questions. Featuring more than 450 color photographs,
The American Orchid Society Guide to Orchids and their Culture covers
everything you need to know to grow orchids successfully. $24.95 (US).

Order from: http://secure.aos.org/Category/55-books-and-publications.aspx, o




