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The Beginning of a Great Journey - Part 1
By Vern Deadmond

I was raised in a Christian home, and my dad was zealous for God. He would share Jesus with whoever he had the
opportunity ©. He would always tell paople after thay recaived Jesus, 1o sarve God with all of their heart, otherwise Chis-
tianity is no fun at all. This has always stuck with me from the first time | heard him say it, and that was about 30 years
800, You will be like the knot in a rope used in a tug-of-war game, pullad in different direchions. Itis na fun at all, 5o f you
are going to continue your life living in the wordd and not commit all to Jesus, you will miss out on the jov and peace that is
produced from an intimate persenal relationship with Gaod. You should not even padicipate in the tug-of-war, disconnect
yourself from the rope or else you will end up in the mud pit, face down. There is an awesome life for us now, but only if
you commit your heart to serving God completely.

. .whosoever believeth in Him showld not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that He gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent
not His Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be saved.” (John 3:15-1T)

Eternal life: is not just going to Heaven when we die and leave this earth, it is for this present time and life. Jesus gives us
the definition of eternal life in John 17:3, % Al i e ctarma] T oo madahe foo Sad, dbe andy toe G, oo
iz Gt pdoomm 2 fas azmnd, * Wis have the opportunity to know God now if we choose to act on this opportunity.
¥When | finally understood what etemal life is, | told God | wanted to know Him. | embarked on studying the Word of God to
knonw Him, and what | discovered was that it will lake more than this life time o know Him, AS you Dagin 10 know God, you
discover His great and precious promises, and those promises are limitess. But it requires diligence on your part 1o seek
after God with your whole haart.

One day | started o read the book of 2 Peter. As | read 2 Peter 1.2, the Word of God came alive in me. God spoke to me
and tobd me this was how Moses Iived to be 120 vears old, Moses had spent the 1ast 40 years of his life getting to know
God. “Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, according
a5 His divine power has given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godiiness, through the knowledge of
Him that has called us to glory and virfue: whereby are given unto us exceeding greal and precious promises:
that by these you might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world
through lust. And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtie; and fo virlue knowledge...” (2 Pefer
1:2-5)

As | medilated and thought on these scriptures, | heard God say to me, "If you really want to know Me, study Moses and
leam from this example given o us.” | learmed Moses lived God's eternal life herg on @arth, In Deuteronomy 3.3:7, the
wiiter tells us that “Moses was 120 years old when fwe died: his eye was not dim, nor s natural force abated., " And
in Deuteronomy 33: 100t says, “And there arose nof a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the Lord knew
face to face...” Moses was nol a perlect person, as we know he was the first to break the all of the Ten Commandments
in one single momendt, Think about that for a minute, and then continue o read on once you figure it out... Hera is a hint
for those reading this that haven't figurad this oul: Exodus 32:19. . “and Moses anger waxed hot, and he cast the
tables out of his hands, and broke them beneath the mount.”

There is only one perfect and that is Jesus, but as we see Moses lived an eternal life while he was living here. As |
reflected on Moses, God spoke to me and revealed this is the same etemal life He wants for us all, We can live to 120
years, with perfect eye sight, and be as healihy and strong when we were 20 years old. Are you willing to sacrifice what
you believe to be important in this word, and commit (o knowing God and Jesus, develop an intimate relationship with the
Fathar? The rewards far axceed anything this word can offer. One of these rewards is divine haalth, a great and precicus
promise from owr Father. Can you believe and have faith that God wants vou well, not sick or ill? | have believed this for
many years, and | strive for health in my life every day. Just this past week, | had the opportunity to receive a cold into my
body, my wife has been suffering from a terrible cold. | have stood on the Word all week long, refusing to recaive any
sickness or disease, [twasn't until after & days or 50, | began 1o feel symploms of a cold, | confessed the Waord of God
regarding healing and health over myself, and | rebuked any and all cold virus's in my body, | commanded the cold
bacteria to die in Jesus's name. About an hour later, | realized the cold symptoms were no longer present, and it is now
the next marming and | feel perfectly fine and healthy in my body. | thank and praise God for His promises being true. This
promise of health is available to all of us, you just have to believe it, and ask God to manifest this promise in your life.

In Peter’s writing, he is emphasizing the importance to know God. His grace and peace are multiplied in our lives as we
grow in knowledge of Him and He has given to us all things thraugh the knowledge of Him. It was through knowing and
fellowshipping with God that Moses lived in divine health, had perfect aye sight, and was able to climb mountains being

120 years old, But as you see in verse 5 of 2 Peter 1, we are 1o “give all diligence™ to our Christian walk, The responsi-
bility falls onto us to either truly know God or choose 1o nol really know God. The churches are full of people who have
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newver given any diligence 19 knowing God, Many of these people become very frusirated in their life because they never
see God operate in their lives, they beg and plead in their misery, waiting for God to do something in their life, Eventually
they allow the frustration to overake their lives, they quit geing o church and may even give up on God, blaming God for
their problems, I they would bagin 10 apply some diligence, take responsibility and begin to know God, and to stick with it;
it would be the beginning of a great and awesome journey. This jourmey is progressive, a journey that will continue through
this life and into Heaven,

As | read the Bibla and studiad the scriptures relating to Moses, | started in the Book of Exodus. | realized we are very
much the same and similar o Moses and the Israglites, 20 this study of Moses encompasses the Israelites also. If wa
submit curselves (o what God reveals to us in the scripfures, we can leam from the mistakes of the Israelites and not
circle around the same mountain for 40 years, going nowhere, Let's bagin following the Israelites in their journey as they
leave Egypt and proceed towards the promised land. As | said, we (Christians) are virtually the same as the Israelites.
Wheather we want to admit it or not, you and | have made the same stupid mistakes as they did. The similarties or parallel-
ism between the nation of Israel and God’s Church are revealed in the scriptures. We are people just ke the Israelites
weare people, and our inadequacies and faults are no diferant than theirs, but we can leam from their mistakeas, if we will
submit to God's Word and believe it. “For whatsoever things were wiritfen aforetime were written for our earming,
that we through patience and comfort of the scripfures might have hope.” (Romans 15:4)

The Israelites were in bondage to Egypt, where Egypt is a bype of the world, we Christians were in bondage 1o the world
before we received our salvation, The Israalites left behind the enslavemant to the Egyptians as free men with the riches
and reasures of the Egyptian kingdom. When we receive salvation, we are no longer in bondage to sin and we have
access to the riches of the Kingdom of God for we are now children of God, “Wherefore thow are no more a slave, but a
son; and if a son, then an heir of God throwgly Christ.” (Galalians 4:T)

I'd like to draw your attention to when the |sraslites crossad through the Red Saa, this was an incredible demonstration of
God's awesome miraculous power to deliver His people. Itis representative of the greatest miracle known as salvation,
the Holy Spirit baplizes us into the body of Christ, we are now meambers of His Church, | am speaking of the baptism into
Jesus Christ, not water baplism. Water baplism is a demonstration of our confession that we are now born again, we
believe God and His San. It represents our spint being made alive, the birth of our spirt, Jesus immersas us into His body
(the Church). Man's sin, our sin nature has been washed away, just as the Red Sea closed over the army of the Pharaoh
and washed it away - we are standing on the other side now, the power of sin over our lives is dead. “Thus the Lord
saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyplians; and Israel saw the Egyplians dead upon the sea shore.”
(Exodus 14:30)

We don't have to concern curselves now with that old sin nature for it is dead in us, just as the Israglites did not have to
fear Pharaoh and his army any longer, Imaging the magnitude of the miracle thal occurred at the Red Sea, how much
greater is the miracle that occurs inside of us. Our spirit has been made alive, raised from the dead along with Christ
Jesus, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond
or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spivit.” (1 Corinthians 12:13) “Even when we were dead in sins,
hath gquickened ws fogether with Christ, by grace you are saved, and hath raised us up together, and made us sit
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus...” (Ephesians 2:5-6)

The Holy Spirt can now take up residence inside of us, for wa are the tabemacdle of Goed. Growing up as a child, |
remember baing told that it's Jesus living inside of me. Once you have a thorough understanding of the scriptures, you will
understand that it is the Holy Spint 1hat is living inside of us, not Jesus, Jasus is sealed at the right hand of God, Jesus
has a physical body, and this physical body can only be in one place at one time, That is why Jesus told His disciples it is
expedient for Him to go away 50 the Hely Spirit could come. The Holy Spirnit is not confined to one single physical body,
He i residing in every born-again believer’s body, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirl.” (Acis 2:38) "Kinow you ol that
you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?" (1 Corinthians 3.16)

To be truly saved there are bul bwo requiremants: we must repent, that is change our mind, change the way we think AMD
wie must believe. [t stars in your mind, not with your oubvard appearance. You make the decision to change your mind
and hew you think. It's not good deeds, good works, or living sin free that saves us. In our mind, wea need to make an
adjustment in cur thinking and attitude. This will in turm make the outward change that becomes the light unto the world.
The second part of our salvalion is you must believe Jesus, believe He died for all your sins (past, present, and future),
and He is raised from the grave. s dins i lfillize], and e Ghugtem e G i af ek reEend and Salzus e
oyl (Mark 1:15)

Permit me to jump ahead in our joumey with the Israelites forty years 1o the end of their journey, but which is also another

.. Conlinved on page 9
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THIS IS THE CONFIDENCE WE HAVE IN APPROACHING GOD: THAT IF WE ASK ANYTHING ACCORDING TO HIS
WILL, HE HEARS UsS. AND IF WE KNOW THAT HE HEARS US - WHATEVER WE ASK - WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE
WHAT WE ASKED OF HIM. 1 JOHN 5:14-15 (NIV)

Wramer Jhognosts
Iweant to ask you all if vou could get in agreement with me in
prayer. | haven't heard frem my family since I've been here. |
know the enemy is not happy that | have rededicated my life
to Christ and he's putting up a iight, Can you pray for nmy
sisters, Grace, Adriamna, Dora and my sons, Angel, Uises, Alex-
andra and Anna Lessa, Pray that | hear from them soon
because | know the enemy's tricks. But together, in love and
prayer, | also know that our little problems are NOT bigger
than our God ... U5,

Please keep me in your prayers and keep my family in your
prayers. My mom came to see me and she is 82 yvears old.
Please pray that her health and iy family's health stay great,
50 | can get out and be with them again. | have been praying
with thanks and with faith. | thank Jesus for my family's con-
tinued good health. With thanksgiving, that's how we work
our faith ... R.L.

Mow at the home front, | can use some praver. My sister who
is only 46 just had a brain attack. She couldn't walk or talk
well. The ather moming, she was rushed to the hospital and
found her brain was bleeding. They stopped that but found
out she had an aneurysm. She had surgery, I'm told that
doctors say she'll e okay and got to the hospital on time,
Plus, we know the Main Doctor (God) of all has His hands on
her, She's been saved, she's just been on the wrong path a
minute now and on top of that she wasn't taking her blood
pressure medication. She tends 1o get depressed a lot and
celf-medicate to block all feglings. My nephew has been
locked up like nine yvears of a 22 year sentence. Since he was
16, she ain't been allowed to visit all them years. | ain't seen
him since he was five years ald. My uncle was in the hospital
for isswes with drugs, The hospital gave him something o
come down and ended up being too much, he was in a coma
for three days. My mom is the rock of the family, she's very
tired and stressed, please pray for her. | just talked to my
sister, my uncle, and my mom at the hospital with farmily. My
sister was a little down and crying, she's a little shook up
being she could die if the aneuryem burst. She'll be good,
God is good, Amen!! | pray your health is good, as well, For
your loved ones ... EfG.

Flease pray for complete healing and deliverance in my entire
baody. Also, for protection for my life and that the Lord will
stop the host of witchoraft, enemies from spreading shameful
lies on me. Taking my picturas when they see me all through
my living room and bedroom windows to destroy me. Please
pray for me that the Lord will destroy all of the pictures that
the enemies took and takes fme now. Please pray for my
grandsans and for their protection from abuse and that the
Lord will return them back home to me. They were taken
awray from me by lies, injustice, and deceit, Please pray for my
grandsons, for their protection because they are in jail, please
pray for their salvation ... LA.

Praize Neports
lenly get 5 envelopes a month. My ex-wife helped me out a
bit. | did get a fan, some shoes, sharts and an alarm clock but
now we've stopped talking again. | have been filing legal
paperwork and | have filed an appeal on my case. As you
already know I've put everything in my Father's hands. This
one thing | know regardless, 'm on my way [0 heaven
shouting victory! | might be locked up now but my spirit is
free! The Living Water Project sent me a new study Bible and
| use it every day. 'm also faithful to the Daily Bread and |
read the whaole Bible last vear. I've NEVER felt so close to my
Lord and Savior, It's amazing how God MEVER gives up on us
and even in that, He has NO second class sheep. I've finally
figured out that the oppasite of obedience is disobedience
and God will use ordinary people like us. Hum! ... C.P

| wanted to send you all this praise report. As of last
Saturday, | received notice fram my college thatl am now a
seminary graduate! My BA in Biblical studies took 2.5 years
for the paid portion of my schooling. Anyone wha has a
chunk of time ahead of them and seme financial suppert
can do this too, | just want to thank God for allowing me to
qualify for this blessing. | don't have grand plans really - like
don't necessarily need to be a pastor of a church or
whatewver, but | am surrendered to whatever God wants to
oo with me. | igure that is the safest place to be. Deep down
I'd lave to be able to officiate weddings or funerals, espe-
clally for other ex felons who might have problems being
accepted in the "church’, at least getting ordained would
assure them that someone is on their side. Like a gift of
miercy. Oh, and my yvoungest son whao is 19, his girlfriend is
expecting. 5o, Il be a grandpa again, and they found cut it
is going to be a boy and she is due in March, My other
grandchild is a girl, Aubri, she is 5 today. I'm hoping they all
are healthy. My son is saved, not sure about the girlfriend ...
B.M.

May the blessings of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ be
upan the team of S wromers br (Shrist ministries. May God
above shower down blessings on you all, may we decrease,
50 God can increase in our lives, Amen. God is awesome, lat

us praise His name. I'm very thankful for the newsletters,

they are very encouraging in our times of need hers in
prison. We have a strong movement of the Lord, He is
maoving mightily im the inmates, as well as, the staff and the
guards. It was God's appointed time for me here, I'm in lead-
ership classes, as well as, studying the Bible | feel differant |
know God's working in my lite, | can s2é His hands mawving in
iy life. Thanks and praise be to God above, Amen ... LS.
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God Notices the Work that is Done by His Servants
By W.R.

It was good to hear from you and | pray that when this reaches you that it finds you with the peace of our Lord Jesus
resting upon your heart and household. | can understand where you are coming from in regards o God using your con-
finement for ten years {o bring yvou to the Crass, | t2ll people all the time that thank God that | came to prison when | did,
for if | would have stayed on the streets, | know I'd be dead naw and in hell for all etarity, with no hope of salvation.

I've been in prison now since January 1971 (47 years) straight, and I'm going to die in here, and that is just the reality of
my situation. But when | compare etemity wilh whatever amount of ime: that | may spend in prison, 47 years or even 100
wears, it ain't nothing compared o eternity in hell! IF Jesus was o walk through hell ioday and tell everyone that He was
going to give them a second chance, under the condition that whan they returned o earth they would have to spend the
rest of their lives in prison, hell would be emply come morming.

| hope that vou will be able to reach people and bring them (o the Cross! All we can do is plant and water the seeds, for
anly God can make them grow. You said your life and your ministry are very humble, but in God's eyes it is pleasing to
Him and if you just bring one soul into His Kingdom, that one soul is more precious, mare valuable than all the treasures
and riches of this warld

When | see guys like you, like ma coming to the Cross and serving God it encourages me and it humbles me, knowing
that God would use thieves, drug addicts, prostitutes, and killers, out of all the paople in the world. To serve Him and 1o
bring others inte His Kingdom boggles my mind and it does, as | said humble me.

In the world's eves we may not be of much value, we may never be on TV or have a large ministry and we will probably go
through life unnoticed and unrewarded, and that's OK., But thera will come a tima when wea will stand before God and then
and only then will we fully understand our true worth and how our prayers, our ministering (o others helped 1o change the
lives of those whose lives we touched in our walk here on this earth.

We may not live long enough (o see the fruit of our labor and that's ok too. But we will 58 it in heaven. It has not gone
unnoticed by God! May God continue to bless and watch over you. Please keap me and my family in your prayers.

Leave the Past in the Past
By C.S.

After | had truly acceplted the Falher's forgiveness, He began 1o show me the importance of forgiving mysell, 3o that my
past would stay in my past. so | could move forward and be unburdened of guilt, shame, regret, remorse and embamass-
mant that | have bean carmying for 50 long. What saddens me is that for 8 years my journay has bean a lonaly ona.
Nobody in my family, even my children all have abandoned me. They tumed their backs on me and loocked the other way.
Whean they locked me up, | was out of sight, out of mind.

Even when my mother passed away [ast year, they couldn't even show me a little compassion to wrile me, my counselor
had to tell me, that was in Movember 2017 . There is nothing worse than dealing with the death of a loved one alone. For
the most part, | was feeling worthless because my family despises me, and thinks | am noi capable of change. | feel that
whizn we hold un-forgiveness towards someone, it causes a root of bittemess in us, a stronghold for the enamy.

A“seed” of un-forgiveness planted in a “ground of hurt” gives us a “harvest of pain”. Throughout the Bible, time after time
we find God using some of the most unlikely people o accomplish His will to advance His kingdom; some were murder-
ers, adulterers, even thieves, Regardless of what my family thinks, God has changed me 5o miraculously inside and oul,
Hiz work in me is relentless. Why have | chosen fo be this embarrassingly direct and transparent with you? Because the

Lord wants me fo use my example, my story and my testimony to bring others to Him. Te confess one's faults is not an
easy thing to do, in fact it is one of the hardest lessons to learn. It requires the grace of humility as well as that of sorrow

and true repentance.

Thank God, | have a God who hasn't given up on mel May God Bless all of you who are truly Kingdom Buikders.
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The Things that Bring Us Together
By A.R.

God Bless! | pray this letter finds everyone in good health and spirits. Special thanks for sending me such heart felt words.
Yes, you ane right, it truly brought us all together that day on 211, Afler thal happenead it was beauliful to see how we all
can really unite as people in a time when we were really angry. There were flags everywhere, on windows, cars, on
t-shirts, and even crima wanl down to almost nothing for quite some time. | haven't been to the 811 Memorial yet but
when | do see i, | know | will cry hard.

| don't hold it against myself that my mom passed while in jail, bul it does hurt that | didn't get 1o say good-bye. You're
right, | will s2e her again in heaven, and hopefully this won't happen anytime soon. | 5till run a Bible Study here and it's
getting bigger and bigger. | have a passion 1o make known the Good News about Chiist. | am devoted with tireless
senvice, fired by a spirit that loves the Lord supremely. My purpose is to obay the message of the Bible, the Gospel and by
repanting and babkeving on the Lord, embracing all who are lost

We are faking the initiative to make this facility a better place through Christ. Qur impalling desire is fo help these inmates
spirtually so that they might be further established in the faith and Qrow lhmugh the ministry of the Word. Thank you and
Praise God for your support and love. God bless the family of &wrasrs o (S hirksl.

Getting Encouragement from Each Other
By L.M.

| pray this letter finds everyone at S'wrosers br (firiel and their families blessed! Also. | want to say that | have been
recaiving your newsletters for yvears and | am always blessed and inspired, sencusly, | do read everything from cover 10
cover. When | recelved the April 2018 newsletter, on page 5, paragraph & from A.H, | felt a nudge In my spint 1o pray for
A H's prayer request

God is awesome! | also want 1o add that Shwereemers for (3ris has really gotten me through some difficult times in my many,
many, many years of incarceration (i.e. your newsletters). For example, the article written by Amanda Wolfe - contnibuted
by Cheryl Smith Why Aren’t My prayers Being Answered? Wow and wow! | could literally write ten pages front and back
on how that article touched my heart, my soul, my spint and way, way, way deep in my being, seriously!

| went through some changes on March 8, 2018 and ended up in SDV for approximately 40 days with absolutely nothing!
And, | mean nothing, just the clothes on my back - watching the “Wall - Tons®. Then | got maxed out .. then | got mail,
and yas, it was from you at Swmomers fr Shrist. That article spoke volumes to me and just real quick, you would think |
personally discoverad fire and the wheel on the same day.

Amanda wrote, “Paople are instead praying FOR answers, rather than praying THE answers, and it's praying THE
answers that brings those promises to fruition through our prayers.” Then al the very end of the arlicle Amanda wrote,
"God has called us not 1o pray FOR answers, but rather 1o pray THE answer He has 'already’ given us' in His Word.”
Amen and Amen!

Obstacles versus Christ
By H.M.

The “but” wall .. Jeremiah 12:5, “If racing against mere men makes you tired, how will you race against horses? If
you stumbile and fall on open ground, what will you do in the thickets near the Jordan?*®

The “why” wall ... Ephesians 6:12, "For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers
and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the
heavenly places.”

The “how” ladder .. Philippians 4:13, "For | can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength.”
The ragson ... Thera's more g:En:'.a in God than thara's sin in yl::u!
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Foots ible Study ot
Ecclesiastes 10:1-12:14

By describing these circumstances that aren't fair or dont make sense, Solomon is saying that wealth-alone cant bring
justice. Solomon continues to build to his conclusions that everything wa have (from wisdom o ridas) is nothing without
God. But when God uses what litile we have, it becomes all we could ever want or need. (T0:5-7)

Mo matter what the mysteries and apparent confradictions of Iil’i;ai'—é'._ine must work toward the single purpose of knowing
God, (12:13-14)

2 Corinthians 7:8-8:15 -

Sofrow for our sins can result in changed behavior Many pecple are sorry anly for the effects of their sins, for being
caught ... somow without repentance. (7:10) - \

During his third missionary joumey, Faul has 1ey for the impovershed believers in Jerusalem. The churches
in Macedonia, Philippi, Thessalonica, and Bares mianay even though they wera poor, and thay had sacrificially

given more than Paul expected. Although they were ﬂjnmmm 2y wanted 1o help. The amount we give is not as
important as why and how we give. God does not w agly: Instedid, He wants us to give as these

' ] thosa in need. As wall as, the fact
€ irp to the standards set by the Mace-

|
l

that it was simgly the good and nght
donian churches? (8:2-5)

Psalm 48:1-49:20

In times of great joy or after God has brought us through some grae ' ] 1
that the foundations - faith in God, knowledge of His Word, and fellows vers of the body of believers - remain
strong (Ephesians 2:20-22) then we should praise God for His prote 2-13)

Thera is no way for a person to buy atemal life with God. God alo redaem a soul. Don't count on wealth and
physical comforts to keep you happy because you will never have enough wealth to keep from dying. (49:7-8, 15)

Proverbs 22:17-21

"Incline your ear” these introductory words call the reader to pay 2 Z‘ Bntion &nd to prepars to leam about and worship God.
{22:17-19)

These verses simply state that thirty sayings are filled with a - nowledge, so that we may know the truth and be

able to tell others. (22:20-21)

Hey brothers and smars our contributor not so much at large. Ha! Of course I've gol
some thoughts o sharg wi So how many of us, many times in our lives, have got our you
know whats (butts) into situatons wh Bre the ﬁrﬂ thing we do is get mad at God? Yep, me too. This
usually is the product of decisions we've made without God. Of course we end up paying for it
every time. (Talk about 3 waked leaming curve. Hal) Ve all have gotten caught up in our own, you
know what, and tend o no longer trust in God. Well friends, we need to continue to trust in God
because He will see us through it All oo often we forget that God knows where our breaking point is, 50 why do we start
freaking out before we actually gat to that point? Answer ... Becausa wa'ra not trusting complately in God.

Psalm 34:19 tells us, "Many are the afflictions of the .But the LORD delivers him out of THEM ALL."
When we need God's help, God helps us. God is always | glp. As long as we're right with God we'll be at peace
no matter what we're facing. Remember 2 Corinthians I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches,

in meeds, in perseculions, in disiresses, for ﬂﬁﬂn‘kﬂh For wihen | am weak, then | am sirong.”
Love va'll short and tall ... Vaya Con Dios ... PS. Don't ride faster than your angels can fly!
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The Beginning of a Great Journey - Part 1 canfinued from page 4
beginning. They are about to cross over the Jordan River and enter the promised land. There are still battles to fight, the
inhabitants of the land need to be evicted, so let's pick up where we find the Israelites on the east side of the Jordan River,
about to enter the promised land. For forty years, the |sraelites wandered in the wilderness outside of the promised land,
and it was all because of their unbelief. It is the same for us, we will be unable 1o walk in victory, enter into His peace and
rast, inall that God has promised and given us for as long as we doubt and refuse o believe Him. “For we are made par-
takers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the end; while It Is sald, today If you
will hear His voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. For some, when they had heard, did provoke;
howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by Moses. But with whom was he grieved forty years? Was it not with them
that had sinned, whose carcasses fell in the wilderness? And to whom swore he that they should not enter into
His rest, buf to them that balieved not? So we see that they cowld not enter in because of unbeliel.” {Hebrews
2:14-18)

From these scriptures we can determing that there are still battles that we need to fight to oblain evenything God promises
to us, we have to fight for our inheritance, refuse o not believe. The balfles we fight are dealt with in our heart, betwean
our soul and spirit. It is about what we believe in our heart, that determings our succass. We can do it from a position of
rast and peace, knowing that God goes before us and fights the battle for us. ... Be strong and of a good courage: for
you must go unto the land which the Lord has sworn unto your fathers to give you; and you will inherit it. And the
Lord, He goes baefore you; He will be with you; He will not fail you, neither forsake you: Ffear not, neither be dis-
couraged.” (Deuteronomy 31:7-8 )

Unbelief causad an entire generation 1o not be able to enter into the promisa land, the same can be said for Christians. If
wie chioose 1o not believe God, His promises and our inheritance never come 1o fruition in our lives, Besides those that
could not enter into the promised land due o their unbelief, thera were some after forty years that chose not to enter into
thie promised land. Wea find their story in Numbers Chapter 32, The tribes of Gad, Rueben, and half of the tibe of
Manasseh asked Moses if they could remain on the east side of the Jordan River. They took their eves off of the promised
land, and opted to not push forward. God permitted them to live outside of the promisad land, but they still had to help and
fight the battles with the rest of the tribes of Israel as they fought to conguer the promised land. Again, this is representa-
tive of Gad's Church, there are borm again Chrislians that maka the chaice to ndl enter inte God's promises for their lives,
they live cutside of everything God has given us, our inhertance. But the sad fact is, these Christians still have (o fight the
same battles as those Christians that push forward and enter into God's promises. The differences being they do it from a
position of no rest, no peace. They end up trying to fight their batles in their own strength, and the end result being they
don't reap the benefits of God's promises, others reap those benefits from their struggles and battles. | don't know about
you, but why would you not want 1o fight from a position of rest and peace, and then enjoy all of what God has 1o offer

AWhat Others Are Saping...

*To Shuromers Gr (Shrist, | am writing you this letter 1o say thank you for your magazine. | just got it today, | would like to say
thank you, | like it a lof ... prayer requests and newsletier. | see | am not the only one whose doing a lot of ime. | am &1
years old, | am daoing 38 years to life, | don't think | will make it out this time because of my age. | have been doing time all
my life ... | put myself in this place. | have God in my heart every day, | made peace with my God and ask God to watch
over ma." - R.D.

"| pray all is well with the family of Shwreomers for (Sfvist, | want to say thank you for the card and words of encouragament.
The newsletters mean so much t© ma. Alot of people here read them, if they want 1o, and then they give them back to me.
I'm going to send some home so my children can keep them and read them also. It's nice to know that people out there in
the raal world still care about peopla on the insida of prison, God will take care of me and my family."- 8.T.

"l want to thank you for taking the time (o s5and me a Chrisimas card. Yes, it really put a big smile on my face. | just wanted
to wrile you and lel you know how nice it was to receive your Christmas card. | god it up on my wall, so | can see il." - R.L.

| just wanted to send you a thank you note. | was one of the guys in chapel when you stopped by. Nol one of the band
guys, but | hangout in there while they practice. But amyway, | want [o say thank you for talking, praying and sharing God's
Word with us. | really anjoyed it." - M.N.

"Thank yaou for your birthday blessings. Gad is good and your wards really made my day. Please keep ma in your hearts,
thoughis and prayers.” = J.H.

Answers for February 2019 - Bible Trivia

1.n~2.d 3d 4d 58 6c Ta 8a 9b
Shercomers for (Sfivist 0. Box 42023 Phioenix, Arizona 85080
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Hello everyone, I'd like to share my testimony with all of you, "And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and
by the word of their tastimony, and they did not love their lives to the death.” (Revelation 12:11) I'm praying that my
story can be heard throughout the world, God has moved mountains in my life, broken down walls, and destroved the
cbstacles that had been in my way,

On November 6, 2015, | was released from prison on parole, | was paroling 1o a Christian based subsiance abuse treal-
ment center. BUT my only goal was to find my old drug buddies, and continue down that dark destructive path.

| went to the program, but came up with excuses to leave 30 | could get away long enough to get high and run the sireets.
For three days | had run the streets when things started to look bad for me physically, | had golten a blister on my foot that
got infected, and | couldn't walk on it. My foot began to swell up and change colors, | had job duties to do al my halfvay
howse | couldn't do because of my fool. | decided to get it checked out. The doctor told me to keep an ey2 on it and if my
vein began to tum black | needed to come back. The very next moming | was high out of my mind on pain meds and |
needed o go right back to the hospital because | seen the black line. | ended up with Mersa in my left foot and it was
spraading fast,

| spent three weeks in the hospital, and my whole time there | was fighting for my life because of my kidneys. They
couldn't hang with the antibiotics that they weane giving me. That's whan they switched the meds. The hospital chaplains
would stop in to see me, but | would tell him o leave, they weren't wanted. | really just wanted [0 die. | was depressed,
lost laying in a hospital bed, couldn't walk, couldn't eat and looking at porm on the internet. Still getting high, | had my Meth
pipe with me where I'd break a piece of dope cut of it and shoot it up or smoke it in the bathroom. | just didn't care whether
| lived or died,

One day | was on Facebook and met an old drug buddy. We'll call him John Dough, whe | ived with before | went to
prison. We made arrangements 1o connect once | was out of the hospital. | was discharged and went and lived with my
friend and his roommates, we'll call them Bonnie and Clyde. So it was me, John, Bonnie and Clyde all living in a small
studio apartment. All we did was gat high and watch pom, steal bikes, clothas and things from all over to pay for our
drugs. It got pretty bad and that led me down even darker paths.

| became a complete monster. | was stealing from them, stores, colleges, people’s backyards and dope dealers. | basi-
Cally lived at book stores, sold drugs and shot up all kinds of drugs. | just gave up caring about anyone or anything. IF it
paid for amy drugs, | got it or found ways 1o get it.

On March 23, 2016, | belisve was a sign from God, because usually | was carrying bolt cutters to break chaing, locks and
stuff to steal and break inte things. That day | told my friend that | wouldn't be back. | had Meth on me but that was it ...
and | was arrested.

In jail, | accepted Christ "part time”, | thowght that | would get out when | went to court, | went 1o court but things didn't go
the way | had planned it. Back in my cell, cursing God and throwing a temper tantrum, | threw my Bible across the cell and
it openad to James 1:2-3, "My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the
trying of your faith worketh patience.” | read on through the whole Book of James and | lost complete control of my
body, The Holy Spirit filled me to an overwhelming feeling of conviction. | was burning hot all over, ears on fire, and tears
just pauring out of my ayes. At that point | falt God stronger than I'd ever felt anyone physically,

That night | received a vision from God about Judgment Day. | met Gabriel the Arc Angel who took me some place safe,
He said o me, "You are chosen by God.” Then | seen a black sky, burming buildings and people’s laces | recognized
walking down the path of death. | was watching for my family but seen not one. Then Gabrel said, "They lost their faith so
they're not coming.” | woke up shaking and it felt like | was gelling shot with armmows in my wings, and it felt like Gabriel was
taking them out. I was thera, | beliave it!

| ended up getting out through a promise to God, He made the way for me o get out. | realized | had let Him down again.
This time He had allowed me to see death and lock it in the face, | seen some scary things that | could only try to explain
in person. Bul that scared me straight!

On September 6, 2017, | was back in prison sitting in maximum custody when | picked up my Bible again. Sadly, stll only
part time. | was still getting high, but nving 10 serve two masters, By Qciober, | was moved to the unit wheare | am today.
Whan | got to this unit | shll smoked, abused pills, and @toaing. Aftar all God showed me | still wasnt gning Him oy all.
Finally, two months ago | completely surrendered my life to Christ. | now carmy my cross. After that, God ook smoking
from me. | don't get high anymaore and | was healed of the Hepatitis C, by God NOT meds. God took it out of my body and
| am super healthy. | have no desires to get high, I'm no longer a porn addict! 've been completely transformed by God!

Ohercomers for Sfvist ®.0. Box 42023 Plioenix, Arizona 85080
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Ive finally made Jesus Christ the very center of my life, and without Him, 'd b nothing. I'd still be lost, wandenng around
in the dark valleys of destruction. But instead, the Haoly Spirit led me to the Light and 've begun to lay down a solid foun-
dation with Christ being my Rock. | don't worry about anything. I've placed my whole life in His hands. | will tell you all, life
15 50 much batter without all of the negatinaty m it

God has protectad me all along because Ha had an assignmeant for me. He wasn't going to give up on me as | was being
prepared o do what He had planned for me all along. I'm ready o fight the good fight and witness to the world that God is
real, Jesus Christ is real AND all the promises in the Bible are real. God talks to us and when we dom't listen He'll keep
telling us over and over again o do it. God is AWESOME and He's ready to do the same thing for avery ong of you
reading this. Here's all thatl's required ...

You just have to have faith and believe that Jesus Christ is the Messiah, God's Son, who took away the sins of the whole
world, Believe that He died on the Cross and rose again on the 3rd day, accapt that He is your Lord and Sawvior, ask Him
to forgive vou of all your sins and leave them there with Him because He has forgiven you. Now receive Him as your
personal Lord and Savior and receive the free Gift of Salvation. | promise you that you will NOT ragret it. | ded it and
believe me I'm free from all the depression, addictions, anxieties, womies and struggles. My chains are busted and I'm
restored. That decision doesnt mean that | don't go through frials and temptations and even sometimes fail but | know that
God is right thera o pick me up, dust me off and gat ma back on track.

| always thought that | wasn't good enough for anything, but | was lving to myself. God loves us regardiess of our flaws,
He made each of us just the way we are for His purpose and He knew and thought about every single one of us before
the creation of the world. He knew what each of us would ook like, sound like, wihat race we would be and how many
hairs there were golng to be on each of our heads. He knew how each of us would choose to live our lives, who will
choose Him and live in eternity and those that won't. His hands are reached out to YOU but it's up to each of us, individu-
ally, to accept His free Gift to Y'OU, Salvation, Jesus Christ's ultimate sacrifice on Calvary's Cross.,

My new life has become free of the negativity. Today | hang with my new brothers and we have prayer circles together,
inmate to inmate Bible studies. We also share praise and worship with each other. We have a prayer team and we hold
prayer meetings together and it's ALL through God's glorious power! I'm actually starting a new job here where | will then
have access to two morg pods and hold our studies on the other side of the buillding now. | truly believe that God gave me
this new job so that | can begin to fulfill His assignments. Today, | can do ALL things through Christ Jesus who strengthens
me. | thank God every single day for saving my ife.

| now sea prison as a spintual hospital. A place where we can have the clozest ralationship with God becausa we have all
the time in the world to study His Word, memornize Scripiure, leam to fellowship with other brothers and sisters and allow
Hirn to mold us into Christ-like disciples. Righteous, followers of Jesus Christ, He crafts us into vessels to lestify about
God's glory and mercy and to share how Jesus loved us so much that He personally died for each of us. | am an Sheromsr
fox @3 frist @and | will serve God EVEN after | die!

I really hope that through my testimony God will open up some eyes and hearts 1o see that there are people in the world
who were heavily involved in gangs, and addictions, which | myself once was. | hated ALL races except whites, but that all
has changed. | love everyone, black, white, green, brown, it doesn't matter! | love everyone! God loves us because He
created us all. If you have asked Jesus to be the Lord of your life, then you toa bedong to the family of God and thal makes
you my brothers and sisters! People CAM change through Christ Jesus, you just need to have faith. - M.D.

Quote Worthy

"Do you wonder where ¥you can go for encouragement and motivation? Run to Jesus."”
= Max Lucado - a best-selling Christian author and writer and preacher at Oak Hills Church in San
Antonio, Texas

Ministry Tithes & Offerings
Here is how you can give to the Shereemers for (SErist minkstry:

By check or money order = Make chocks payvable 1o Living Werd Bible Church and in the memo section put “For Overcomers for
Christ” Mail your check or money order to PO Box 42023, Phoenix, Arizona 85080

Your giving does qualify as a charitable contribution on your taxes. For donations of less than $250, your cancelled check is suffi-
cient proof for taxes. For donations of 5250 or mare, you will receive a contribution statement from the arganization. If you have
any questions, please call or write Wade Anderson.
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And God Said
By J.H.

I said; "&od I hurt."
And God said, "1 know son."

I said, "God, I ery a lot."
And God said, "That's why | gave you tears."

1 said, "God, life is so hard.”
And God said, "That's why [ gave you famdly."

I said; "God,; my family is MIA."
And Ged said, "That's why [ gave you strength.”

I said, "God, I pray for my family all the time."
And God said, "I know! You pray for them more than you pray for yourselE."

I gaid, "God, [ hurt."
And God =zaid, "l know zon, 1 know."

Help us be betfer stewards by sending vour change of address when you move o help reduce unnecessany waste and expense

EDITORIAL Wade “Duck” Anderson, Michelle Anderson ART & DESIGN John Dobbins PRINTING Living Word Bible Church
& hoeroomers for (3 firist a Ministry of Living Word Bible Church
wiwiw livingwordonling.org jasonlivingword@gmail.com
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