
June 7, 2020 
First Sunday after Pentecost 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
PRELUDE: When Morning Guilds the Skies (Arr. C. Berry) 
 
WELCOME 
 
LAMENTING THE GRIP OF MELANCHOLY – Pastor Berg 
With Job of old we cry out: 
Everywhere the innocent suffer. 
Our desires and efforts achieve us little. 
O God, are you good, yet do nothing to help us? 
Our answers have holes, and we fall through. 
 
Hear us, O God: 
Hear us, O God. 
Revive us with hope: 
Revive us with hope. 
Give us your life: 
Give us your life. 
 
CHRIST WITHIN ME 
 
Hear these words, and receive their power:  
The majesty of God the Father undergirds all that is.  
The mercy of God the Son accepts our despair.  
The comfort of God the Spirit embraces us in communities of care.  
Thanks be to God:  
Thanks be to God. 
 
  



GATHERING SONG: When Morning Gilds the Skies (ELW 853) 

 
GREETING/ PRAYER OF THE DAY – Jessica Lichtenstein 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray.  
God of heaven and earth, before the foundation of the universe and the 
beginning of time you are the triune God: Author of creation, eternal 
Word of salvation, life-giving Spirit of wisdom. Guide us to all truth by 



your Spirit, that we may proclaim all that Christ has revealed and rejoice 
in the glory he shares with us. Glory and praise to you, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE: Lord, Be Glorified (ELW 744) 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
CHILDREN'S SERMON: Roger Steinke 
 
WELCOMING THE WORD: Thy Holy Wings (ELW 613) 

Rachel Jackman, soloist 
 

THE WORD: Matthew 28:16-20 – Presiding Bishop Elisabeth Eaton 



16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which 
Jesus had directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but 
some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything 
that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age." 
 
Word of God,  
word of life. 

SERMON – The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton 
               Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: God, When Human Bonds Are Broken (ELW 603) 

 
  



AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – Trish Alcaraz 

We are not alone, we live in God's world.  
We believe in God:  

who has created and is creating,  
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,  

to reconcile and make new,  
who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

We trust in God.  
We are called to be the Church:  

to celebrate God's presence,  
to live with respect in Creation,  
to love and serve others,  
to seek justice and resist evil,  
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.  

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.  
We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – Eric & Andrea Peoples 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for 
our shared world. 
 
God of community, you form us as your church. Guide our bishops, 
pastors, and deacons as they lead the church in these trying times. With 
all the baptized, may they be strengthened to share the of Jesus Christ, 
and in prayer and action, strive for peace and justice in all the earth. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of creation, you called everything into being. Sustain this world with 
your renewing care. Instill in us a deeper wonder for the created world 
you’ve called good, and a greater humility for our place within it. Kindle 
in us a creative and resilient spirit as we care for the earth and its 
creatures. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of counsel, all authority belongs to you. Encourage the leaders of 
this and every land to seek peace, equality, and unity. We pray for 



community leaders in this time of unrest. Further the work of advocates 
who work toward justice in often ignored communities like Chief Seattle, 
whom we commemorate today. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of care, you created us in your image; we are your beloved children. 
May we recognize your likeness in one another. We pray for all mourning 
the death of your beloved child, George Floyd. Hold in your loving 
embrace all experiencing trauma, fear, uncertainty, and loss. Protect 
vulnerable children and adults from violence or neglect; provide what is 
needed for those lacking access to food, shelter, and other services. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of healing, you accompany us in sickness and suffering. Bring relief 
to all afflicted with the COVID-19 and all those isolated now more than 
ever, especially those in prison or care facilities. Strengthen caregivers, 
health workers, and all whose work ensures the safety and well-being of 
others. Console, heal, and nourish all in need this day Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 
God of connection, you call us to make your presence known. Accompany 
people of faith as they nurture relationships in new ways. Where the sin 
of racism fractures our relationships, bring repentance and reconciliation. 
Free us for the difficult work ahead in our congregations and 
communities. Open our hearts for attentive listening so that our places of 
connection are filled with your Spirit. Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of compassion, you comfort us in our grief with the promise of the 
resurrection. We give you thanks for the saints of all time and in our 
lives. Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 



OFFERING ANTHEM: Be Still My Soul - June Condra, Piano 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our 
way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, 
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to 
your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.  
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER – Stacie Meyer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
BLESSING 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



SENDING SONG: Let All Things Now Living (ELW 881) 



 
DISMISSAL 
Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE: O God Beyond All Praising (L. Larson) 
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