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Welcome to Fall
Holy smokes!!! Time flies by in what seems like a blink of an eye. We are into
fall and soon winter and then...you guessed it--a New Year. I think everyone
can recall being younger and their parents and elders telling them that time
starts to move quickly once you become an adult. Looking back I think we
can all say that there is a lot of truth in that statement.
With fall and winter though we get into thinking about two major holidays.
You guessed it, Thanksgiving and Christmas. So when we think about
Thanksgiving it’s always important to find things that you are thankful for in
your lives. If we look deep enough we can all find something to be thankful
for. Even in the scope of things we’ve endured; deaths, sickness, surgeries,
and financial burdens--we can all find blessings if we look deep enough.
Christmas always seems to bring the best out of everyone. The Christmas
season seems to open people up to accepting joy in their lives that they might
not have seen in quite the same ways as we do other times of the year. We not
only celebrate Jesus Christ’s birth, but we celebrate the joys of family and
traditions.
As Christians though, we need to work toward sharing the gospel to people
during this time of year. People are in a better mindset and they seem to not
mind hearing the gospel during the holiday season. So...take advantage of it.
Say Merry Christmas...say God Bless...take the time to share love in Christ to
those that will hear it.
I think you will find blessings through the holiday season if you look for
opportunites and take them. Help people to see that God loves them and
that Christ was sent to the earth for all people. Maybe this will not only bring
you blessings but also impact the lives of those you encounter and share the
gospel with.
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“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come on you, and you will be My witnesses
in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.” ACTS 1:8

Ministry Teams
One of the things we have been
successful at as a church is outreach.
When our community is in need we
respond! That is a great thing and we
are very proud that we are still one of
the churches that feel God’s desire for
us to help others.
To do this WE NEED PEOPLE! That
means YOU! IF you have breath in
your lungs we know there is something
you can do and a way you can help.
Please talk with the pastor about ways
to serve and we guarantee there is
somethig for you to do that will bless
your heart and others.
We have the Outreach Team which is
working to provide different ideas to
reach the lost in our community. Additionally, they are working to develop
ways to minister to those around us so
they can feel God’s love through our
giving hearts.
If you have an idea that might be
something the Outreach Team can
use please reach out to them to let
them know. Emily Reed is chairing
the committe, so see her about getting
involved--even if it is just with a suggestion of something you might think
would be a good idea for the Outreach
Team. Pray for them as they work for
us as a church and serve God in this
endeavor.

PASTORS CORNER
Things are going great here at Stanley
Baptist. I know that things can get
hectic in life and seem like everything
we are involved in becomes hectic--including church at times.
Membership is growing and I am
excited to see how many people are
being moved to join the church and
be baptized. One thing that I think
has helped our younger kids to join is
doing the chidren’s message, the children’s bulletin, and having them in the
congregation through service.
I have enjoyed doing the children’s
messages and I believe the kids enjoy it
too! Honestly, I think the adults are enjoying the kids responses and reactions
as much as the kids enjoy taking part
in the service. They are listening and
learning as well!
When I ask a question during service
when I’m preaching and a kid makes
a comment....wow...that’s one of the
greatest parts of the service. Why?
Well, for one they are listening to what
I am preaching about regardless of what
it appears like. Second, they are giving
the adults and example of what it means
to take an active part of the service. It
truly blesses my heart to experience
this as pastor.
For new members joining, it’s also a
great thing. During the month of July
we had someone come forward to be
baptized or join the church at EVERY
altar call during the invitation/decision
time during the service. What a blessing it is to see that.
Honestly, I’ve talked to other ministers who are struggling to keep people

involved in the church and as far as new
members and baptism, well, it is something that is very rare for them and they
are few and far between. The blessings
we have been recieving shows that we
are doing something right and it also
shows that God is with us and people
are being inspired.
Over the next few months we are going
to be celebrating Thanksgiving and
Christmas which opens the church
up for new possibilities as well. Using
these opportunities to get people out
to church and engage them is abundant
during the holiday season. I hope that
we can touch some people and visitors
we have so that they become regulars in
attending church at Stanley and part of
our church family.
With that, I want to discuss a few things
that might be taking place in the coming months as well. Since adding the
praise hymn and the children’s message
our worship time seems to have extended some. Most times, I am not getting
up to preach the sermon until 11:4011:45 which doesn’t give me enough
time to preach the full message without
going over. Believe it or not, I have
actually been cutting the sermons down
so we aren’t too much past 12 getting
out. Even with this though, we are still
not dismissing church until 12:1012:15 almost every Sunday.
To combat that we are going to tweak
our order of service during the worship time. We don’t want people to be
discouraged by church always going
past 12 so we are going to move some
things to try to get done by 12.
So to do that we are going to work on

gaining some of that time back. First,
we are going to stop reading the announcements every Sunday; Of course
when we have important announcements such as cancellations or other
things such as this we will announce
them so everyone knows.
Reading every announcement every
Sunday seems to be somethig that isn’t
neccessary. The information is in the
bulletin so we are going to make sure
that it continues to be accessible there,
but we are going to also find a way to
incorporate it into the website and
Facebook pages as well. I think cutting
this out of the service other than the
important reminders will save us 5-10
minutes right there.
In addition to that we are going to also
tweak the way we do our prayer list.
Instead of reading every name every
Sunday we are simply going to mention
those that have changes in their status
as well as any new people added. Again,
the names will be listed in the bulletin,
but we can tweak it to save some time
here as well.
As far as music goes, Barbara Burner
and I are going to meet and talk about
that as well. Honestly, I don’t want to
cut music out, but we can streamline
the manner in which we do the music.
The praise hymns are something I really enjoy and feel get’s everyone in the
mood and mindset for worship.
We had talked about ways to keep
people from standing and sitting so
much as well. I know that some people
are not capable of standing up so much,
so Barbara and I are going to talk about
a way we can possibly streamline this as
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well.
One of the important things that I
feel we need to remember is that this
is a time for God’s people to engage
with Him. That means that the worship music is as vital to the worship
hour as the time I preach.
Honestly, there have been studies
that show people connect with God
at times during singing worship and
praise music as well as hymns are
more spiritual to people than the sermon itself. Someone once wrote that
people will drive for miles to hear
bad singing before they will walk a
foot to hear good preaching.
In the full scope of things I think there is truth in this statement. Because
I think this is true, we are going to
work to ensure that our music is
touchng the lives of all people. One

reason I wanted to do a praise hymn
is that the music and song is presented different than a hymn. Some
people like a praise and worship time
with just praise music. Others enjoy
hymns and psalms. Combining both
gives EVERYONE an opportunity to
feel God’s Spirit in song.
Barbara, Greta, and the choir all
work really hard so we want to ensure
that their hard work is acknowledged. Making sure that there is time
for this will not add to the time in the
service, but streamlining it will give
the whole servicec a better flow.
The great thing about all of this is
that it can be a “work in progress”
and we can continue to tweak things
until we get it right. An important
part of this process is that everyone
that has an idea voices it.

Church should be a time of blessing,
worship, and spiritual fulfilment and
feeding so everyone needs to have
their opinion and ideas heard. Make
sure you are letting me as Pastor
know, make sure you are letting the
deacons hear your ideas, and in all of
this remember that there is no dumb
idea or dumb suggestion.
As we move forward I know God is
going to continue blessing us. We
are on track to meet our budget for
the year which is also an indication
of following God’s guidance. It is
a great accomplishment to make
budget during my first full calendar
year as pastor. For me, it means that
I am following God’s guidance, and
for us as a church it is a testimony of
us listening to God’s guidance.
Keep up the good work!

Sermons for the Quarter
We are listing the sermons for the Quarter here so you can have an idea of what we will be discussing in the coming
weeks. This way, you can go ahead and read the scripture references and be better prepared to receive the Word.
October 7

Pastor’s Graveyard Series:
Explaining the Text

October 14

Understanding Calvinism & Arminianism

October 21

Free to Choose, Free to Deny

October 28

Grace & Mercy

2 John 3:3

November 4

Ultimate Choice

James 1: 16-18

November 11

I’m Moving On

Romans 8:18

November 18

Understanding Thanksgiving

Psalm 100:4

November 25

Thankful in Good and Bad Times

Psalm 69:30

December 2

Beginning a Season of Love

December 9

Intentionally Sharing

2 Corinthians 9: 10-15

December 16

Love through Giving

1 Corinthians 9: 15-18

December 23

Christmas Christians

1 Peter 1:3

December 30

New Year, New Undertstanding
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Romans 9: 14-20
Romans 1:16
Exodus 11: 9-10

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-15

Philippians 4:7

Books, Movies, and Music
This section will recommend books, movies, and other activities that are Christian focused and that
you might find interesting.
Paul, Apostle of Christ (2018) PG-13
Paul, Apostle of Christ is the story of two
men who struggle against a determined emperor and the frailties of the human spirit in
order to live out the Gospel of Jesus Chrsit
and spread their message to the world.
Luke, as a friend and physician, risks his life
when he ventures into the city of Rome to
visit Paul, who is held captive in Nero’s darkest bleakest prison cell. Bound in chains,
Paul’s struggle is internal. He has survived
so much yet waits for his appointment with
death, he is haunted by the shadows of his
past misdeeds.
Unshakable Hope by Max Lucado
In Unshakable Hope pastor and New York
Times bestsellinng author Max Lucado
offers encouraging, practical guidance for
overcoming difficult circumstances and
gaining inner peace, building resolve, and
walking into a better future.
Unshakable hope examines twelve of God’s
promises that Max turned to over the years
to encourage himself and others. Each
chapter explores one significant promise
and reveals how it will equip you to overcome challenging circumstances, experience
lasting security, and make wise decisions.

Look Up Child by Lauren Daigle (2018)
This album is rooted strongly in the theme
of identity--resting where we are as God’s
children rather than becoming lost in the
frenzy of what the world tells us we are/need
to be.
Lauren’s unique voice and vocals blends well
in this album and with the single Still Rolling
Stones gives a true glimps of humankinds
relationship with God the Father and how
He constantly stands with His people wherever they are in life. This album as well as
Daigle’s others is a must listen!

The Star (2017) PG
I know Christmas is the last thing you’re
thinking about, but The Star is a wonderful
family movie that you are sure to enjoy. This
movie takes a unique look at Christ’s birth
through the eyes of animals and the star that
led them to Bethlehem. This is also going to
be our New Years Eve movie December 30
at 7 PM.

I Will by Thomas S. Rainer
Could you be the answer to the problems
you see?
Every day we are faced with the needs of
those around us. Emotional, Physical, Spiritual. What are we to do about it? Are these
problems for our pastors to address or is
there a way for the church member to make
an impact that will last?
Bestselling author Thmas S. Rainer answers
these questions by offering nine simple traits
that you can incorporate into your life no
matter your background, stage of life, or
sense of capability.

Harrisonburg Escape Rooms
The House of Clues of Harrisonburg is a
challenging and fun experience for families,
friends and team bonding. An escape room
is an adventure game in which players are
“locked” in a room and have to use elements
of the room to solve a series of puzzles and
think their way out within 60 minutes.
Bring your energy and sense of humor!!
We’ll have you put away your devices to have
a good time relying on just your wits and
each other!

Sta nl e y B a pt i st C h u rch / 5

Happenings You Need to Know About
Bible Study
Our Bible studies have been going really well and have
been enjoyable for all of us who attend. Sadly, there have
been some instances where Pastor Jason has been sick
and hasn’t been able to lead them and they have been
cancelled. The hope Pastor Jason has is that he can get
his neck situated where he is no longer dealing with the
headaches and numbness in his arms and get Bible study
back into full swing.
During the times we did have Bible study we have been
averaging about 25-30 people during the morning and
evening sessions. This is great considering the roughness of having them on a schedule that we follow without
having cancellations. Pray for a quick recovery for Pastor
Jason and pray that our Bible study continues to be a
blessing and everyone attending.
Community Thanksgiving Service: Sunday November
18 at 7 PM here at Stanley Baptist Church
Christmas Eve Service: Sunday December 23 at 7 PM
here at Stanley Baptist Church
New Years Eve Movie: Sunday December 30 at 7 PM at
Stanley Baptist Church. We will be watching the movie
The Star
Youth Committee: The Youth Committee is working
to come up with new ideas and plans to engage our older
youth (Middle and High School). If you have ideas, or are
a youth with ideas, please let us know. The more ideas
and plans we have, the better chances of succeeding and
engaging our youth and getting new youth to come to
church.
Pastor’s Ofﬁce Hours: We are going to be leaving the
office hours on Thursday’s. Pastor Jason will keep the
same times, but will be doing more counseling and follow
these times: 10 AM-12 PM; 1 PM- 3 PM; 6 PM-8 PM
If you need to make an appointment with Pastor Jason
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please use these contact methods to reach out and set
something up.
Email: pastor@stanleybaptist.org
Office: (540) 778-1037
Cell/Text: (540) 462-7180
In the event Pastor Jason cannot be available during the
posted office hours he will let you know as best he can.
With Pastor Jason’s upcoming neck surgery these times
are going to be a little different, but we will let you know
ahead of time. If you plan on stopping in please call or
text to ensure that he is available. Thanks.
Counsling: Something you may not know is that Pastor Jason does regular counseling. If you have anything
that you have causing you stress or just need to talk with
someone, please consider setting up a time for you and
Pastor Jason to meet. Normally Thursday’s are his day for
counseling, but he is able to work around your schedule.
Anything you say is held in the strictest confidence and
you meet in Pastor Jason’s office in the basement of the
parsonage. If you want to know more about this please
talk to Pastor Jason, text, or email him.

STANLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
PO BOX 289
130 EAST MAIN ST
STANLEY, VA 22851

“14 Wait for the Lord; be strong and
courageous. Wait for the Lord”
Psalm 27:14

OFFICE: 1 (540) 778-1037
CHURCH PHONE: 1 (540) 778-5101

PASTOR: REV. JASON T. POWELL
PASTOR@STANLEYBAPTIST.ORG
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